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This document is intended solely as guidance, and does not contain any mandatory requirements except where requirements found in statute or 
administrative rule are referenced. This guidance does not establish or affect legal rights or obligations, and is not finally determinative of any of 
the issues addressed. This guidance does not create any rights enforceable by any party in litigation with the State of Wisconsin or the 
Department of Natural Resources. Any regulatory decisions made by the Department of Natural Resources in any matter addressed by this 
guidance will be made by applying the governing statutes and administrative rules to the relevant facts. 



• Purpose of today’s presentation and background 
information 
 

• Overview of the general permit 
 

• New requirements/significant changes from previous 
version of general permit 
 

• Compliance schedule 
 
• Questions 
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Sign up for GovDelivery at dnr.wi.gov 
 Click on red envelop icon 

 
Enter e-mail and click on submit to sign up 

for e-mail updates 
 

Select topics of interest from list and click 
on submit  
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Purpose or today’s presentation 
and background information 
 

 
 Permit No. WI-S050075-2 reissued May 1, 2014 

 
 Provides continuity of coverage for 142 MS4 general 

permittees (see list on DNR website) 
 

 MS4 permittees need to know what the general 
permit requires and the compliance schedule 
 

 Separate track for Permit No. WI-S050181-1 
 
 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/StormWater/documents/MS4sPermittedList.pdf


 
Brief history and overview of 
MS4 program 
 

• Certain storm water discharges require a permit under Federal Clean 
Water Act. Storm water discharge permitting delegated to Wisconsin. 
 

• Wisconsin law under s. 283.33 stats. authorizes DNR to promulgate 
rules for storm water discharges. Section 281.16(2) stats. authorizes 
DNR to promulgate rules for non-agricultural performance standards. 
 

• Storm water permits administered under NR 216 and performance 
standards of NR 151 implemented through permit program. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

      
    

 
  
 
 



Subchapter I of NR 216 
 

 Addresses storm water quality concerns associated 
with urban runoff 
 

 Prevent the discharge of pollutants from MS4s to 
waters of the state 
 

 Identifies municipalities requiring coverage under an 
MS4 permit 
 

 Specifies permit requirements 
 



Overview of the general permit 
 

 Retains the overall structure and 
requirements of the previous version of 
the general permit: 
 
 Section 1 – Applicability Criteria 
 Section 2 – Permit Conditions 
 Section 3 – Standard Conditions 
 Section 4 – Definitions Used in the 

Permit 
 

MS4 general permit no. WI-S050075-2 
 
 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/StormWater/documents/WPDES-WI-S050075-2.pdf


 2.1 – 2.6  Six minimum control measures 
 Public Education and Outreach  
 Public Involvement and Participation 
 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 
 Construction Site Pollutant Control 
 Post-Construction Storm Water Management 
 Pollution Prevention 
 
Permittees are required to maintain and continue to implement the 
six minimum control measures 
 

 2.7 Storm Water Quality Management 
 2.8 Storm Sewer System Map 
 2.9 Annual Report 

 

 



New requirements/significant changes 

 1.5 Impaired Waterbodies and Total Maximum Daily Load 
Requirements 
 

 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination: 2.3.2 On-
going dry weather field screening 
 

 Construction Site Pollutant Control: 2.4.1 Erosion and 
sediment control ordinance 
 

 Post-Construction Storm Water Management: 2.5.1 Post-
construction storm water ordinance 

 



New requirements/significant changes (cont.) 

 Pollution Prevention: 2.6.1 Inventory of municipally 
owned or operated structural storm water management 
facilities 
 

 Pollution Prevention: 2.6.5 Deicing activities 
 

 Pollution Prevention: 2.6.7 Storm water pollution 
prevention for municipal facilities 
 

 Storm Water Quality Management: 2.7.1 Total suspended 
solids reduction 
 



New requirements/significant changes (cont.) 

 2.9  Annual Report 
 

 2.10 Cooperation 
 

 2.11 Compliance Schedule for New and Updated Permit 
Requirements 
 

 3.8 Bypass 



1.5  Impaired Water Bodies and Total 
Maximum Daily Load Requirements 

 
 1.5.1 – Timeframes for permittee to determine 

discharges to impaired water:  Within 90 days after the 
start date of permit coverage under this permit and by 
March 31 of each odd-numbered year thereafter  
 

 1.5.4 – Implementation of an approved TMDL 
  

 
 
 
 



 
1.5.4 – Implementation of an approved 
TMDL 
 Sections 1.5.4.1 and 1.5.4.2 – Compliance schedule for meeting 

TMDL implementation provisions based on when TMDL approved 
 

 Section 1.5.4.3 – Update storm sewer system map, identify areas to 
exclude 

 
 Section 1.5.4.4 – Tabular summary of modeling analysis, existing 

storm water controls 
 

 Written plan if not achieving waste load allocation 
 

 



 
 
 
 
Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination: 
2.3.2 On-going dry weather field screening 
  
 Focuses on ongoing dry weather field screening for 

priority outfalls 
 

 Priority outfalls screened once per year 
 
 All major outfalls screened at least once during the 

permit term 
 

 General permit references the DNR’s IDDE guidance 
 
 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/stormwater/documents/MS4_IDDE_Guidance_3-2012.pdf


2013 Wisconsin Act 20 
 All previous references in s. 281.33 (3) changed from “minimum” standards 

to “uniform statewide” standards 
 

 DNR shall require a municipality to comply with uniform statewide standards 
for ordinances enacted by a municipality 
 

 DNR is authorized to determine that the performance standards in NR 151 
satisfy the requirement for the DNR to establish the uniform statewide 
standards 
 

 Section 281.33(6):  Municipalities have the authority to adopt ordinances 
with stricter provisions than the uniform statewide standards to control storm 
water quantity or control flooding, or to comply with federally approved TMDL 
requirements; or for existing development or redevelopment 
 

 Uniform statewide standards guidance 
 

 
 



Construction Site Pollutant Control: 2.4.1 
Erosion and sediment control ordinance 

  Section 2.4.1.3 
 Within 24 months, update erosion and sediment 

control ordinance to contain construction site 
performance standards equivalent to ss. NR 
151.11(6m) [non-agricultural] and 151.23(4m) 
[transportation facility] 

 
 Post-January 1, 2011 performance standards for 

construction sites of one acre or more of land disturbance: 
 Erosion and sediment control practices 
 Sediment performance standards 
 Preventive measures 



 
Post-Construction Storm Water Management: 
2.5.1 Post-construction storm water ordinance 
 
 Section 2.5.1.3 – New Development and Infill 
 Within 24 months, update post-construction storm water ordinance 

to contain post-construction performance standards equivalent to 
ss. NR 151.122 through 151.126 [non-agricultural] and 151.242 
through 151.246 [transportation facility] 
 

 Post-construction performance standards, New Development and 
Infill: 
 Total suspended solids 
 Peak discharge 
 Infiltration 
 Protective areas 
 Fueling and vehicle maintenance areas 

 



 Section 2.5.1.4 – Redevelopment 
 Within 24 months, update post-construction storm water 

ordinance to contain post-construction performance standards 
equivalent to or more restrictive than those in ss. NR 151.122 
through 151.126 [non-agricultural] and 151.242 through 
151.246 [transportation facility] 
 

 Post-construction performance standards, Redevelopment: 
 Total suspended solids 
 Peak discharge 
 Infiltration 
 Protective areas 
 Fueling and vehicle maintenance areas 
 
 

 
 



Pollution Prevention 

 2.6.1  Inventory of municipally owned or operated 
structural storm water management facilities 
 

 2.6.5  Submittal of information on deicing activities 
and management of snow and ice 
 

 2.6.7  Storm water pollution prevention planning for 
municipal garages, storage areas, and other 
municipal facilities 
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Storm Water Quality Management: 2.7.1 
Total suspended solids reduction 
 Implements changes to developed urban area 

performance in standard due to 2011 Wisconsin Act 32. 
Meet the more restrictive of either: 
 

 Maintain controls, facilities, practices implemented on or 
before July 1, 2011 to achieve a reduction of 20% or 
more of total suspended solid; or 
 

 A 20% reduction in the annual average mass of total 
suspended solids.  Controls, facilities, and practices 
implemented shall be maintained. 
 
 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/281/II/16


 
 

 2.9  Annual Report 
 Request for additional information 

 Evaluation of program compliance 
 Appropriateness of identified best management practices 
 Progress towards achieving identified measurable goals 

 
 Section 2.10  Cooperation 

 Conditions under which a permittee may rely on another 
municipality or contract with another entity to satisfy a permit 
condition 
 

 2.11  Compliance Schedule 
 Updated compliance schedule for new and updated permit 

requirements 

 
 





 Section 3.8 – Bypass 
 USEPA requested clarification of the bypass language 

in the current version of the MS4 general permit 
 



Reminder… 
2.3.3  Procedures for responding to known or suspected 
illicit discharges. At a minimum, procedures shall be 
established for: … 
 

2.3.3.6  Providing the Department with advance notice of 
the time and location of dye testing within an MS4. 
Department notification prior to dye testing is required 
due to the likelihood that dye observed in waterways will 
be reported to the Department as an illicit discharge or 
spill.  



Wrap Up… 
 

 Table 1 - Compliance Schedule (page 20 of general 
permit) 
 

 Additional Resources 
 TMDL Guidance for MS4 Permits (final pending) 
 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination Guidance 
 Uniform Statewide Standards Guidance (final pending) 
 

 Possible Future Outreach 
 Feedback at end of presentation 

 



 Urban Nonpoint Source & Storm Water 
Management Grant Program:  search “nonpoint 
grant” at dnr.wi.gov 
 

 Sign up for GovDelivery at dnr.wi.gov 
 



Jim Bertolacini 
Storm Water Program Coordinator 
Wisconsin DNR – WT/3 
P.O. Box 7921 
Madison, WI 53707-7921 
(608) 264-8971 
jim.bertolacini@wisconsin.gov 
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