
Connecting Urban and Rural 
Populations to Open Space Lands 
for Recreation and Conservation

A. Outline priorities to help the State be a more 
effective partner in open space conservation. 

B. Provide a framework to focus existing and new 
State actions for open space conservation.



Connecting Urban and Rural 
Populations to Open Space Lands 
for Recreation and Conservation

C. Provide guidance for managers to help them fully 
utilize the resources and skills from all parts and 
levels of the State to improve coordination. 

D. Identify collaborative approaches and partnerships 
that support open space and conservation 
programs.  



In a nutshell…
• What could be the next “big idea” in open 

space and recreation planning and 
protection over the course of the next 50 
years?

• What needs to be done in the near term 
time horizon to set the table for such 
ideas?



Who to ask?
Those who are active today in planning for and 

creating open space networks around the 
state:

• State government (DNR)
• Local governments
• Private landowners (MFL, CRP, etc.)
• Land Trusts
• Others?



How to hear from them?
We will be using focus groups to solicit, record, 

and prioritize novel ideas from people who 
work in the areas that address open space, 
recreation and conservation

March 25 (Friday): Roundtables at Wisconsin Park 
and Recreation Association Spring Training

April 14: Lake Michigan Shorelands Alliance 
Spring Meeting (Land Trusts)

DNR and Private Land Owners TBD



Focus Group Questions pt 1
Provide an example of when the state and your 

organization(s) best worked together to 
protect open space in Wisconsin. 

Can you think generally about what made that 
experience successful? 

How can the state change the way they do things 
to make those ingredients more common?

Alternatively, can you pinpoint an example when 
the state was not particularly helpful?

Use a past example, not focusing on whatever is 
going on today. What key ingredients were 
MISSING that made this a challenging 
experience?



Focus Group Questions pt 2
Given these good and bad experiences, think 

about the following questions and write down 
whatever comes to your mind:

• What are the challenges for creating and 
maintaining open space collaborations?

• What other challenges inhibit better coordination 
across interested parties in Wisconsin?



Focus Group Questions pt 3
Given previous discussion, we would like to hear 

all sorts of ideas about how to address various 
challenges and opportunities identified. These 
would likely fall into one of three categories:

• Ways to impair things that aren’t working

• Ways to reinforce things that are working 

• New ways of doing things that have not yet 
been tried in Wisconsin



Focus Group Questions pt 4
Of those ideas generated in part 3, are there one 

or two that stand out as “keystone” ideas that 
deserve prioritization? 

For those more critical ideas, or those with the 
most potential to effectively improve open space 
conservation: what political, social, economic 
and financial implications need to be kept in 
mind as the idea is developed further 
(preliminary scoping of the idea)



Analysis and Synthesis
Focus group results are recorded and shared 

back with participant organizations
Comments from organizations modify raw results
Additional ideas and input via web portal?
CLUE/UWSP fills in some of the blanks with 

respect to political, social, economic and 
financial implications

Results are summarized along with priority 
rankings given by participating groups (high-
medium-low) and preliminary feasibility (easy-
medium-hard)



Analysis and Synthesis
Results reported similarly to the recently 

completed report Building a More Sustainable 
Future in Wisconsin: Findings and 
Recommendations from the 2010 Sustainable 
Communities Public Policy Forum

http://www3.uwsuper.edu/sustainability/






