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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY 
 
 This Master Plan represents the strategy of Langlade County as well as various trail 
advocates and user groups, and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) for the 
development, operation, and maintenance of the railroad corridor presently known as the Wolf 
River State Trail. 
 
 This 24 miles trail starts at the Menominee/Langlade County line in southeastern 
Langlade County and proceeds north to the Langlade/Forest County line. 
 
 The trail goes through White Lake, Hollister and Lily.   Refer to the map on page 21.   A 
segment of the corridor between Highway 64 and Lily runs adjacent to the Wolf River.   The 
Wolf River has historically been known for great trout fishing.   In addition to outstanding 
fishing, the Wolf River is well known by rafters, kayakers, and canoeists, who have engaged the 
countless stretches of whitewater rapids.   There are no other connecting trails to the corridor at 
this time.   Forest County is in the process of developing a recreational trail from Crandon south 
to Langlade County, which will provide additional riding opportunities for the many groups, 
which will utilize this trail. 
 
 The Wolf River State Trail will be developed as a result of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) signed by the WDNR and Langlade County (Appendix A).  In 
accordance with the terms of the MOU, the WDNR will be responsible for the acquisition of 
additional land deemed necessary for trail support, enforcement, facilities (e.g. parking, 
restrooms, etc.).   In addition, the WDNR will work with Langlade County to identify and 
provide funding sources for the development and repair of the trail.  In accordance with the same 
MOU, Langlade County will be responsible for the development, operation, and maintenance of 
the trail. 
 
 Langlade County will apply for funding sources through State and Federal grant sources.   
If Federal grants are received, then those segments of trail that were developed with those 
Federal grant funds would not be open for ATV summer or winter use.   The segments being 
considered for development using Federal grant monies would be the segments from the 
Menominee County/Langlade County line north to White Lake and from Hwy. 64 to Lily.   Refer 
to map on page 21. 
 
 Portions of the trail will be developed to provide opportunities for hiking, biking, 
horseback riding in the summer and snowmobiling in the winter.   Opportunities will also be 
available in the future for summer ATV use provided connecting trails are developed and 
approved; however, ATVs will be prohibited during the non-winter period on the trail that lies 
within the Wolf River State Fishery Area. 
 
 This trail will be developed in phases depending on trail usage and available funding. 
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SECTIONS I – ACTIONS 
 
A.  GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 
 
GOALS 
 
To provide and preserve the railroad corridor known as the Wolf River State Trail.  The Wolf 
River State Trail will make available, year round use that will provide for safe two-way traffic 
for hiking, biking and snowmobiling.   ATV’s may be added as an approved trail use on two 
sections of the trail at a later date when connecting trails have been approved and developed:  
from White Lake to Hwy. 64 for 2.45 miles; and from Lily north to the Forest County line for 
5.69 miles.   Each of these sections would be open only if the ATV club can prove those areas 
are needed to connect to a funded ATV trail system.   
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
 1.       To provide recreational opportunities that complement present trail opportunities  
  in Langlade County and provide recreational opportunities that presently are  
  underrepresented in Langlade County. 

 
2.  To enhance opportunities for tourism in Langlade County. 
 
3.  To complement the present economic benefits of trails existing in Langlade 

 County and provide new opportunities for economic development not reflected in   
 current trail usage. 

 
One public meeting was held in September 14, 2005 in White Lake to assess the public interest 
in desired uses for the recreational trail.   The information gained from this public meeting, in 
combination with information and input from other sources, provided the basis for the proposed 
recreational trail uses. 
 
ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 
 
1. Preservation of the railroad corridor right-of-way. 
 
2. Recreation trail development will enhance tourism development opportunities. 
 
3. Recreation trail will provide links to existing and future recreational trails. 
 
4. Recreational trail will provide for multi-county links to trails. 
 
5. The recreation trail on the corridor will provide a lower impact on soils than alternative  
 trail locations. 
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B. RECOMMENDED DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 
1. Land Acquisition 
 
 The WDNR acquired the right-of-way from Canadian National.   Additional property  
 may be acquired by WDNR to support trail facilities. 
 
2. Development 
 

Under the term of the MOU, the WDNR will convey an easement to Langlade County for 
the right to develop, maintain, and operate the Wolf River State Trail on lands within 
Langlade County. 

  
According to the terms of the MOU, the development of the Wolf River State Trail is the 
responsibility of Langlade County.   The WDNR will grant an easement to 

 Langlade County for the development, maintenance, and operation of the trail.   It is 
 understood that the WDNR will assist Langlade County financially with the trail  
 development; however, it is the intent of Langlade County to develop the Wolf River 
 State Trail as rapidly as financial resources becomes available. 
 
 A general estimate of development needs for the Wolf River State Trail are: 
 
  1. Deck and rail bridges and fence slopes. 
  2. Install culverts where needed. 
  3. Brush trail bed to a maximum of 16 feet wide. 
  4. Provide a system of signs to regulate traffic and control user speeds. 
  5. Continue to deter illegal motorized traffic from traveling on the corridor. 
  6. Barricade access points to trail to prevent vehicle use on the trail. 
 
3. Prohibited Uses 
 
 All motorized vehicle traffic will be prohibited excluding: 
 
  a) Snowmobiles/ATVs operating during the regular “OPEN” trail season as 
   defined in the Langlade County Snowmobile Trail Ordinance. 
  b) Administrative and maintenance vehicles as defined in the Langlade  
   County Snowmobile Trail Ordinance including County, WDNR, Law 
   Enforcement and Emergency Services vehicles as well as vehicles 
   authorized  by Langlade County for contracted trail maintenance. 
  c) Camping is prohibited. 
  d) Private occupancy is prohibited. 
  e) Battery-powered wheelchairs by permit. 
  f) Conducting business, promotions or advertising within the trail corridor 
   without the express consent of the Langlade County Forestry and 
   Recreation Committee and/or WDNR is prohibited. 
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  g) White Lake to Hwy. 64 and Lily to the County line only after connector  
   trails are developed. 

h) Unlicensed motorcycles and pickup trucks will not be allowed on any 
segment of the corridor. 

   
4. Management 
 
The multi-purpose Wolf River State Trail will be operated and managed by Langlade County 
according to State standards. 
 
 a. Trail Management 
 
  Maintenance of the Wolf River State Trail will involve sign replacement  
  and  trail grooming coordinated by the County.   Periodic maintenance will  
  include brush clearing and grading of the trail surface.   County employees, 
  county contractors and club members and volunteers will provide labor for the  

maintenance.   Development and maintenance will meet WDNR Trail Standards. 
 
 b. Timber and Vegetation Management 
 
  The vegetation adjacent to the trail is representative of the great natural diversity  
  that occurs in Northeastern Wisconsin.  Most species are native or are considered 
  to be naturalized thus requiring little vegetative management.  Some management 
  will be practiced to promote aesthetics, enhance wildlife, and protect trail users 
  and facilities. 
 
 c. Wildlife Management 
 
  The trail passes through many ecosystems and will provide many opportunities to 
  observe wildlife.   Due to the limited land base, many wildlife management  
  opportunities are precluded.   Langlade County will cooperate with the WDNR  
  and other groups interested in wildlife management in making the trail corridor 
  available for wildlife management within the overall objectives of this Master  
  Plan. 
 
 d. Ballast Rock 
 

Ballast rock will be used for a trail base.   Additional material (crushed limestone 
or crushed gravel) will be placed over the ballast rock to become the new trail 
surface.   The County may sell ballast to municipalities and any funds generated  
from sales by this activity will be applied to trail development and maintenance. 

 
 e. Facility Management 
 
  Facilities associated with the Wolf River Recreational Trail (e.g., parking areas, 
  picnic areas, restrooms, etc.), if any, will be designed and constructed in  
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  compliance with State and local building codes and the American’s with  
  Disabilities Act (ADA).   Facilities will be constructed as a cooperative effort 
  between Langlade County and the WDNR based on user needs and available 

funding.   Major repairs, i.e., bridge collapse, etc., will be covered under  
Chapter 30 by the WDNR.   Decking and railing will be handled through the grant 
process by the County. 
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