-y /.f{l SEHE
' —'J'__L'."."_‘:

Form 1100-1 Ttem *  Minutes of
STATE QF WISCGRSIN
DEPARTMENT OF WATURAL 1ESOQURCES
Madison, Wisewisin

ITEM RECOMMENDED FOR NATURAL EWSGURCES BOARD AGENDA

TO THE SECRETARY: Anthony S. Earl Date February 3, 1978

FROM: D. J. Mackie

SUBJECT: Master planning - approval of final master plan for
Buffalo River State Recreation Area Trail.

1. To be presented at February: Board meeting by Don Mackie

2. Appearancas requestad by the public:
Name Representing whom?

3. Reference materials to be used:
Attached master plan for Buffalo River State Recreation Area Trail

&, Swnmary:

Pursuant to Board policy on master planning this niaster plan is for
review and approval by the Board.

The Wild Resources Advisory Council and the Scientific Avreas Preservation
Council have reviewed the plan and their comments are attached.

5. Recommendation: That the Board approve the master plan for Buffalo River State
Trail and establish the area as a state recreationai area subject to a public
APPROVED: hearing pursuant to Sec. 23.091 (Appendix E).

618

/r. Besadny Adrmnﬂstrator) Date

?{4 ?)
(fj‘, ) )" Lstrator - Signad:
1’\&* ? (D 7% ‘ BT iy 8 I ' CL

Secretqry thony B Date ' D. J. Mackie, Director
Aﬁf%Ch!.‘tS Bureau of Parks and Recreation
W Ireichel -~ ol L HSGERNSU SR 3w e R FR ol & le\
Btk Hack1e - 8 €. Germain - Coke
;pfirgﬂ Weizenicker - 8 R. Lindberg - 9

Ries - Eau Claire Jim Stephan






MASTER PLAN

BUFFALO RIVER STATE RECREATION ARLA TRATL

.......

é

-lIIIOHK---::O---.-&Ill"o‘--

Mondovi Q
Eleva
Strum
Osseo
Price

Fairchild O

Date Conceptual Plan Approved:






IT.

ITT.

Iv.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

vz

BUFFALO RIVER STATE RECREATION AREA TRAIL

CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN OUTLINE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Background

Resource Capability

Management Problems

Recreational Needs of Region
Management and Development Alternatives
Recommended Alternative

Goal and Objectives

Proposed Action

APPENDIX
Prior Board Action, Listing of Support
List of Flora
List of Wildlife

List of Aquatic Species

Recreation Area Classification
Legislation - 1877-79 Biennial Budget

Figure 3 - Planning Region

Figure L - Development Plan

Page

13
13

14

20
36
37

41






-1 -
BUFFALO RIVER RECREATION AREA TRAIL MASTER PLAN

I. BACKGROUND
A. Location and general description of area

The Buffalo River Trail is a linear strip of land about

100 feet wide and 36.4 miles long, The trails eastern terminus
is at Fairchild in Eau Claire County. It passes through the
village of Price in Jackson County, the villages of Osseo,
Strum and Eleva in Trempealeau County, and has its western
terminus at Mondovi in Buffalo County (See Figure 1).

The surrounding area includes various land types such as
agriculture, wood lots and marsh, with farming being the
predominant land use. As the trail follows the edge of the
Buffalo River flood plain it passes through a scenic country-
side, with distant views offering a variety of forest vegetation
and hills.

B. Regional context: population and transportation

In relationship to population centers, the trail is geogra-
phically located 16 miles south of the Eau Claire-Chippewa Falls
area and 90 miles east of the St. Paul-Minneapolis metropolitan
area (See figure 2). Travel distances by car from major
population centers are as follows:

Miles
St. Paul-Minneapolis: 90
Madison 170
Green Bay 200
Milwaukee 247
Chicago 308

A major travel route, I-94, from Chicago, Milwaukee and Madison
to St. Paul-Minneapolis crosses the trail at Osseo. Here

there is an interchange with U.S. 10, a route that closely
follows the railroad grade and provides road access to all
points along the trail.

Several other highways also provide good access to the trail,
State Highway 37, through Mondovi, gives good entry to the
western terminus, while State Highway 93 connects Eau Claire
with Eleva located in the center portion of the trail, and
U.S. Highway 12 links the eastern terminus, Fairchild, and
Eau Claire.



Record of property creation

On November 28, 1972, the Chicago and North Western petitioned
the Interstate Commarce Commission (ICC) to abanden the branch
line betwesn Mondovi and Fairchild. In March, 1973, the

Natural Resources Board authorized the department to conduct a
feasibility study of the.railroad grade and to enter into
negotiations with the railroad, subject to final abandonment

and a favorable feasibility study. The Interstate Commzrce
Comnission approved the abandomment of the railroad grade on

May 28, 1975. 1In July, 1975, the Board approved the denartment’s
feasibility study and reaffirmed its previous action authorizing
the department to enfer inteo negoiiations with the Chicago and
North Western Transportation Company for the abandoned right~
of-way. Meetings wetre held by the department on September 17

and 18, 1975, to inform local public officials of the DNR's
proposal to establish a recreational trail. They were supportive
of the proposal.

On October 22, 1975, the department conducted a public infor-
mational meeting concerning the proposal at the Ileva-Strum
Central School. Over 200 people attended the meeting and
voiced strong support. In May, 1976, the Natural Rasources
Board established the trail and approved purchase of the
right~-of-way. The transaction was closed in November, 1976,
with the acquisition of the grade. An Environmental Impact
Assessment for the Buffalo River Trail has been written and
was approved on January 17, 1977 (See Appendix A for prior
Board action).

History of the area
1. Railroad history

The Mondovi to Fairchild railroad line was constructed
between 1887 and 1890 end was known as the Fairchild and
Mississippi Railway. The line did not prosper, and as a
result was sold to the C, St. P, M and 0, in 1891 as a
feeder for their line. Later the Chicago and North
Western Transportation Company operated the line until
its abandonment in 1975.

There was no logging along this branch; it was used
strictly as a commercial line. 1Tt provided mixed train
service daily and carried American Express Freight and
mail to the communities along the route.
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2, Archeological features

The State Historical Society has indicated that there are
no significant historical or archaeological sites of
record adjacent to the grade. Investigation might,
however, reveal historical and/or archaeological places
of interest in the immediate area of -the trail or nearby
that could, upon identification, ‘augment use of the
trail. If any archaeological discoveries are made during
the construction of rest stops or parking lots, action
will be suspended and the Historical Society notified,
and a decision made on whether to continue construction
or to relocate. In areas not subject to construction
activity, the department will cooperate with the State
Historical Society in its investigation of possible
historic sites.

Present use and management

Upon assumption of ownership, the department closed the grade
to public use for safety reasons. Bridges and trestles were
barricaded and the grade signed to restrict public entry. It
will remain closed until the first phase development is
completed.

The Forest Ranger, stationed at Fairchild, is responsible for
the management of the trail. The Ranger will supervise and
coordinate all development beginning with the removing of
debris and old ties from the grade, fencing, railing and
planking of bridges and also be responsible for supervising
the subsequent development, maintenance and enforcement on the
trail.

Description of the area
1. Geology and topography

The last two to three miles of the eastern end of this
railroad grade lie within the area of '"older drift"

which means they are within the area previously glaciated
but not covered by the last glacial period. The rest of
the grade lies within the driftless or unglaciated area
of the state. Martin in his book, Physical Geography of
Wisconsin, describes this unglaciated area between the
Chippewa and the La Crosse Rivers as being dissected by
ridges and valleys to the point where practically no
upland areas remain. :
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Soils

The soils are nearly level and gently undulating on the
stream terraces and long narrow outwash plains. Two
specific soil groups are found along the Buffalo River.
The first is the Plainfield, Sparta and Gotham loamy sand
and sand located between Eleva and Mondovi. The second
is the Meridian loams, Plainfield and Sparta loamy sand
and sand, and Shiffer loams, found between Eleva and
Fairchild. The trail is situated on ballast compoced of
cinder and rock.

Vegetation

The railroad grade is in an area of southern hardwood
forest and oak savannah. The level valley lands are in
farm fields with occasional groups of bur oak, aud the
steep slopes of the hills are in mixed oak and associated
species.

Vegetation along the grade's 100-foot right-of-way
consists of stream side association plants including
boxelder, maples, aspen, black cherry and a wvariety of
oak species. Common shrubs present are hazel, gray
dogwood, winterberry and alder in low areas. Ground
vegetation includes scattered clumps of grasses on the
imnediate grade and occasional forbs on the edge of the
grade (See Appendix B for precent cover type and forestry
information).

Animal life

A field survey of the animal life present in the vicinity
of the grade has been made. Mammals that have been
observed on and along the trail or which are suspected to
inhabit the area are listed in Appendix C. There are no
mammals found here that appear on the Wisconsin endangered
gspecies list. The main mammalian game species hunted in
the area are deer, squirrel and rabbit.

Birds that have been or may be seen along the trail are
listed in Appendix C. The bald ecagle, not uncommon for
the area, is on Wisconsin's endangered species list. The
Osprey is also on the list, but not seen as regularly as
the bald eagle. Although sightings have occurred, no
evidence of eagle nests have been found on, along, or in
the immediate vicinity of the trail. Game birds hunted
on or near the trail include ruffed grouse and ducks,



5. Water resources and fish

The Mondovi-Fairchild railroad grade follows the edge of
the Buffalo River flood plain for most of its length.
This is a fairly fast flowing river with an average 15
foot width and 2-1/2 foot depth.

The river valley floor varies from one-half mile to one
mile in width and is composed of 3 mixture of sand and
silt. This, coupled with its gradient of seven feet per
mile in the area between Osseo and Mondovi, has resulted
in a much meandered stream. Its bottom is sandy, but the
silt component makes its waters murky. This may be due
to the lack of livestock containment from the river and
may be correctable with proper controls.

The Buffalo River has numerous creeks and several large
streams as tributaries including the South Fork Buffalo
River, Pine Creek and King Creek. In addition to the
above streams, the trail crosses several known trout
streams including Creek 3-12, Creek 5-10, Creek 7-5,
Creek 3-4, Kay Creek, Solam Creek, King Creek, Johnson
Creek and Trout Creek, A list of fish species found in
these waters is given in Appendix D.

The Beef River Public Fishing Ground is a DNR project in
Jackson and Trempealeau Countics between Osseo and
Fairchild. The grade runs through the North Branch
Buffalo River section of this project for approximately
eight miles.

IT. RESQURCE CAPABILITIES

A,

Soils potential

On-site sewage disposal difficulties will not affect the
project as self contained sealed pit toilets will be used.
Erection of structures will not present a problem due to the
slight to moderate soils limitations found in this area.
Field inspection indicates no noticeable erosion problems on
or directly adjacent to the trail.

Vegetation potential

Vegetation within the grade right-of-way provides diversity
from the adjacent open countryside. However, if allowed to
grow unchecked the trees and shrubs will overgrow the grade
and make it impassable to trail users and maintenance vehicles.



With linited vegetative control, the trail can be kept in a
passable state. The many song birds and fur bearing animals
in the area will continue to have habitat and people using the
trail will be able to observe the wildlife. In addition, the
variety of colors, shapeas and textures as well as open and
dense growth patterns created by the vegetation can be main-
tained. The resulting cover will create sunny and shady
areas, views and vistas and generally add to the aesthetic
appeal and interest of the trail.

Wildlife potential

The trail is located adjacent to the Buffalo River which has a
ribhon of forest and shrub growth on either side. This is the
nucleus of wildlife habitat in an otherwise farmed and generally
open area. Increased human use may have some adverse efiect

on wildlife populations adjacent to the trail. However, any
displacement of wildlife or other adverse effects are difficult
to assess quantitatively at this time.

Fisheries potential

The Buffalo River between Osseo and Strum and that portion of
the Buffalo River, North Fork, in Trempealeau County are
designated Clags IT trout waters. The Buffalo River receives
moderate to heavy trout stocking quotas and the North Fork
only light to moderate quotas. ‘The Buffalo River, North Fork
in Jackson County (8.6 miles) is a Class 1 stream as are most
of its tributaries. Class I trout streams have good water
conditions and a high natural reproduction with suitable wild
trout density. Little or no stocking of hatchery fish is
needed to supplement the population. Class II also has good
water conditions with some natural trout reproduction but
needs moderate to heavy stocking of hatchery fish to assure
satisfactory fishing. The Buffalo River between Strum and
Mondovi is not classified as trout water but does have some
game fish as well as rough fish species.

Currently, the majority of streams crossed by the trail are
used for fishing. Species caught include brook, brown and
rainbow trout, northern pike and bullheads.

Recreation potential

The Mondovi-Fairchild grade will provide a 36.4 mile scenic
public trail for year~round use., Recreational activities
which can be supported include bicycling, hiking and snow-
mobiling. Trail start and rest arecas (usually combined) will
provide parking, toilets, water and picnic tables. Trail-side



rest areas can be provided to give access to the Buffalo River
or its north fork. Camping and the extent of other trail
facilities furnished by the DNR, such as picnic and rest
areas, will depend, in part, on the response of the private
sector and communities in providing these facilities.

The west terminus of the proposed trail is about 16 miles by
town road from the southern terminus of the Red Cedar Grade
(now being implemented by the DNR). It is conceivable that
thege two trails could be linked by town roads signed as a
bicycle trail.

ITT. MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS

A.

Vegetation control

Brush invasion on the trail is a problem.

Industrial business encroachment

Industrial business encroachment onto the right-of-way presents
safety concerns in three villages along the trail. Concerted
efforts have been made to resolve these problems and yet

retain the integrity of the right-of-wasy. Proposed actions

are discussed later in this report.

Road crossings

Areas where the trail crosses a road on grade also create
safety concerns. Control will be by a combination of signs
and vegetative management.

Trail crossings

Requests by property owners to cross the trail will be reviewed
and acted upon by the Department on an individual basis.



Inholdings

An investigation of title is countinuing on the Buffalc River
Trail. Initial information received indicates that approxi-
nately three-fourths mile of the grade may have reverted to
adjacent landowners upon abandonment. From the preliminary
title search it appears that a number of individuals may be
involved. Upon receiving a legal opinion regarding ownership
of reversions, negotiations for acquiring these lands will
begin,

The Department of Transportation has purchased 3-1/2 miles of
the abandoned railroad grade which is located from the center
line of CTH "WW", section 12, Naples township to the SW 1/4 of
the SE 1/4, section 8, Naples township, Buffalo County. An
agreement has been executed between the two agencies which
provides for state trail use. The Department of Natural
Resources 1is respousible for development and maintenance costs
and for the improvements which will be necessary, convenient
and incidential to the full enjoyment and use of the area.

Hunting

Hunting is popular adjacent to the trail and some conflicts
ith trail users may occur. Additional discussion of hunting
on trne trail is covered in the alternatives section of this

Law enforcement

The primary law enforcement responsibility will be borne by
the Department of Natural Resources park superintendent and
staff. Department conservation wardens will also assist in
this effort. The Buffalo, Trempealeau, Jackson and Eau Claire
counties sheriff departments will also provide law enforcement
assistance 1if needed. It is anticipated that littering and
use of motorized vehicles will be the most common violations.
Preventive action, such as fencing, signing, and providing
trash receptacles, will help to minimize these problems. 1In
addition, law enforcement will be increased as trail use
increases.

Based on experiences at other state recreation trails, trespass
can be managed with a miniwmum of public relations problems.



Iv.

RECREATIONAL NEEDS OF THE REGIONS

The Wisconsin Outdoor Recreation Plan of 1972 shows need for
additional miles of trail for both bicyeling and snowmobiling in
planning regions 11, Chippewa, Eau Claire and Clark counties, and
12, Buffalo, Trempealeau and Jackson counties (See figure 3 in
Appendix). Most of the Mondovi-Fairchild grade lies along the
northern part of planning region 12, but because of its proximity
to planning region 11, and the presence of the urban area of

Eau Claire-Chippewa Falls within region 11, the needs of both areas
are pertinent to the trail. Excluding the Buffalo River Trail,
there are only four miles of off-road bicycle trails and 26 miles
of on-road trails in the two region area. Projections to 1990
reveal that 12 more miles of trail will be needed, and that parti-
cipation (the number of recreational bicycling occasions) will
increase to 1,574 per average weekend day. Present participation
is 938 for both regions, but it must be noted that most of the
current activity takes place on roads that pose dangers to bicyclists.
It is probable that these dangers discourage some potential users
from riding the roads. \

Other recreational needs for regions 11 and 12 have been projected
to 1990, These estimates indicate an eventual 185-mile deficit of
trails for snowmobiling and an ll-mile deficit for hiking. Hiking
needs are based on hiking trips more than four hours long.

Horseback riding information for regions 11 and 12 reveal a 1970
trail supply of 107 miles and a 1990 total demand of 65 miles.
Therefore, the existing riding trail mileage exceeds the 1990
demand by 42 miles.

MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT ALTERNATIVES
A. Management
1. Designate as a state park trail

As a state park, the entire 36.4 mile trail could be
managed to allow a wide variety of recreational activities.
However, hunting and trapping would be prohibited in
conformance with Section 29.57(4) of the Wisconsin State
Statutes,

2. Designate as a state recreation area trail

As a state recreation area, the trail could be managed
to provide a full range of recreational uses, including
hunting and trapping. In addition, use zones could be
established with rules adopted to control activities
within the zones as well as limit the numher of people
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Development and Acquisition

1.

Leave the trail in an undeveloped condition.

Although most of the right-of-way has been acquired, this
alternative would provide for mno further acquisition and
no development. The department would merely retain the
right-of-way for future use. The alternative is not
viable since the grade was acquired for recreational
purposes. Further, such an approach would lead to safety
and encroachment problems.

Limited trail development

By acquiring the remaining fand within the grade right-
of-way, the department could provide a 36.4 mile corridor
for limited recreational use. Such activities as hiking
and snowshoeing in winter could be enjoyed without trail
surfacing.

A decision to provide only parking and rest areas at
major access points could also be made. Toilets, water
and picnic tables would be provided at these locations.
Planking and railing of bridges would also occur.

Full trail development
a. Trail facilities

This alternative would provide for the full complement
of trail facilities and use by bikers, hikers and
snowmobilers. The trail would be surfaced, the
bridges planked and railed, rest stops would be
provided at major access points as well as at the
communities along the trail. Toilets, water and
picnic tables would be provided at all rest stops.
Where possible, local facilities would be used. For
example, the Trempealeau County Parks Committee has
offered the usgse of county park facilities for trail
users. This appears to be a practical option and
should be taken advantage of to attain optimum
utilization of existing facilities and eliminate
costly duplication. Other county and local officials
and private recreation facility owners should be
contacted to determine 1f similar arrangements

could be made.
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There is also a possibility that the Department of
Transportation may construct a rest stop on Highway 10
between Eleva and Mondovi. Inasmuch as the trail

lies adjacent to Highway 10 in this area, a joint

rest stop facility could be developed which would be
used by bikers, hikers, and motorists. The department
will continue discussions with highways to determine
the feasibility of this facility and possible cost-
sharing between the two agencies.

Campground development

Although it would be desirable to locate a campground
on the trail due to the growing popularity of backpack
and bicycle camping, present campsite availability

and economic considerations make it impractical.

State campground facilities should not be developed
until such time as existing public and private
campground facilities are fully utilized.

Connector trail development

It has been suggested that a connector path be
constructed between the trail and the Eleva-Strum
Central School. Based on the close proximity of the
trail and school, use potential by students and
instructors is high. However, if the path is to be
constructed,it should be the school district's respon-—
sibility to acquire the needed land and construct
the bridge over the Buffalo River. The Department
of Natural Resources could assist in this project by
providing technical advice and other information as
requested.

Other development and use

Cross-country ski trail guidelines recommend that
one-third of the trail be uphill, one~third downhill
and one-third level. The proposed trail is entirely
level and would be suitable but not ideal for cross-
country skiing. If the popularity or feasibility of
snowmobiling diminishes in the future due to the
scarcity and high cost of petroleum products, the
trail could be converted to cross—country skiing use
without incurring any additional development costs.
Both snowmobiling and cross-country skiing should
not be designated on the same trail due to obvious
user conflicts.



- 12 -~

Horseback riding is not compatible with bicycling

and hiking. Horses create a maintenance and potential
erosion problem to the trail surface because of the
natural gouging rotation of the animal's hooves.

This action destroys the smooth surface needed for
bicycle tires and for hiking.

Recreational vehicles such as motorcycles, minibikes,
4—wheel drive vehicles, all-~terrain vehicles, etc.,
are incompatible with bicycling and hiking during
the snow free seasons for safety reasons. Further—
more, constant use of some off-the-road recreational
vehicles could cause plant and animal damage and
destrucicion of the trail tread. Since the trail
crosses waterways, it is of concern that erosion of
disturbed trail tread could cause siltation and
turbidity of surface waters. In addition, the use
of motorized recreational vehicles on the trail
could increase air and noise pollution.

A final trail use consideration is that of hunting
and trapping. As stated carlier, Section 29.57(4)
of the Wisconsin Statutes prohibits small game
hunting and trapping on state park lands. Deer
hunting could be permitted if NR 10.27, Wisconsin
Administrative Code, was amended. Because this
trail could bhe classified as a recreation trail and
because of potential usc and safety conflicts between
the bikers, hikers, snowmobilers, and the hunters
along certain segments of the trail, appropriate
measures should be made to reduce or eliminate
conflicts if they develop. Such measures could
provide for closing the trail to bicycling and
hiking in sections adjacent to fish and wildlife areas
during the hunting season. Similarly, snowmobiling
could be prohibited until after the close of deer
hunting or small game hunting seasons if it becomes
necessary. More specifically, those sections
passing through the Beef River Wildlife Area in the
E 1/4 of section 7 and W 1/4 of section 8, T24N,
R7W, Sumner township, Trempealeau County could be
closed to biking, hiking and snowmobiling during the
hunting season if necessary. Also, that section
hetween Osseo and Fairchild could be handled in the
same manner if necessary where the trail follows

or is within the Beef River Yisheries Arca.
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VI. RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE

It is recommended that the gradc be classified as a state recreation
area trail with a full complement of trail facilities. Surfacing,
planking and railing bridges, and rest stops at major access points
should be included. In addition, small rest areas should be con-
structed in the communities along the grade. However, where possible,

local facilities should be used rather than developing new onzs,

The trail should be developed for bicycling, hiking and snowmobiling
in the winter. The trail should also be open to hunting, however,
should problems develop consideration should be given to closing
some scctlons adjacent to the wildlife areas to other trail use
during the hunting season. Cross-country skiing

and horseback riding should not be permitted for reasons stated in
the previous section. UNo motor wvehicles other than snowmobiles and
service vehicles should bhe allowed.

GOAL AND OBJECTIVES
A. Goa.l

To make avalilable a public recreation trail for year-round use
which will provide two-way traffic for bicycling, hiking and
snovmobiling as well as hunting in specified areas during
specified periods of time; and to conserve and enhance the
aesthetic guality of the property.

B. Objectives
1. To provide trail start and rest areas (combined wvhere

possible) which will include parking, toilets, water and
picnic tables and to accommodate 50,000 visitors annually.

2. To provide trailside vicnic areas where not avallable
through the private sector or communities located zlong
the trail.

3. To enhance the view of the surrounding landscape from the
trail by the cutting =and management of brush and trees

which have invaded the trail right-of-way.
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To establish a nonprofit organization by the communities
along the trail to provide bicycle rental, bike pickup,
refreshments, lodgings, and other services and amenities
to trail users. Any incone over expenses will be used
for augmenting trail services, amenities and inplementing
trail improvements.

PROPOSED ACTION

Land control

1.

Acquisition

The Buffalo River Trail has a project acreage goal of 476
acres. Of this, 435.82 acres are wi.thin the railroad

grade right-of-way. In addition, land should be purchased

from private landowners for terminus and rest area development.

Land needed for rest area and terminus development totals

40 acres and of this approximately 20 acres will be located
within the Beef River Fisheries Area near Osseo, 10 acres at
Mondovi, 5 acres near Fairchild and 5 acres at either Eleva
or Strum. The exact site for the latter will be based on
availability of other public or private facilities near the
trail. Estimated acquisition cost is $28,000.

In October, 1976, the Department of Natural Resources

acquired approximately 394 acres of land within the grade
right-of-way from the Chicago and North Western Transportation
Company. The Department of Transportaticn purchased the
remaining 41.78 acres. Through joint agreement with the

DOT, the entire 435.82 acres are within the trail boundary.

In the event the Department of Transportation needs the

land for highway purposes, the segment of trail will be
vacated or relocated at the Department of Natural Resources
expense within six months following the date of such

notice. However, if this occurs, the Department of
Transportation agrees to provide alternate routes for the
purpose of maintaining the trail continuity to the practical
extent where such use is compatible with highway purposes.

The preliminary title report indicates two parcels com-—
prising a distance of 3/4-mile or about .8 acres of land,
which may have reversionary clauses. It appears that a
number of individuals ovn property which abut the grade
in these areas. Upon receiving the final title report
which identified the owners, negotiations for acquiring
these lands will begin.
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Leases

The Chicago and North Western Transportation Company
assigned three leases to the Department of Natural
Resources in conjunction with the sale of the grade. The
first, located in Strum, entails land used for a lumber
milling business., Contact with the mill owner has been
made and an agreement for land exchange and future leasing
is presently being formulated. Basically, the agreement
will call for minor realigmment of the trail to eliminate
conflict between trail users and large equipment used in
the milling operation.

The second lease, located in Strum, is granted to the
Trempealeau County Highway Department. Structures are
presently located on the 1,430 square foot parcel of

land. The two structures extend 8.5 feet onto the trail
right-of~-way. This presents no major encroachment problem
and therefore the lease should continue to be granted
until such time as the structures are no longer useful to
the highway department. '

The third lease is located in Eleva and is held by a
private firm for a pickle salting factory. This facility
is no longer in operation and the building and vats are
in a state of disrepair. The lease on the 30 by 140 foot
triangular shaped parcel of land should be cancelled to
eliminate existing encroachment on the trail right-of-
way. Specific action regarding salvaging or relocating
the materials will have to be negotiated with the lessee.

Redesignation of department lands

It is proposed that a 14.5 acre parcel of land within the
Beef River Fisheries Area be transferred from the Bureau
of Fish Management to the Bureau of Parks and Recreation.
The tract contains a quarter of a mile of frontage on the
grade, 200 feet of frontage on a blacktop town road and
600 feet of frontage on the North Branch of the Beef River.
It is located within 1-1/2 miles of the TI-94/U.S.H. 10
interchange at Osseo. A parking lot and rest area are
proposed for this parcel of land in conjunction with the
trail. These plans are compatible with Fish Management
interests. The subject parcel should be transferred to
the Bureau of Parks and Recreation and the land
redesignated for trail purposes so that the management
and development plans can be fulfilled.
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4, Acquisition costs

Land acquisition costs to date have totalled $187,000.00.
Of this expenditure, $93,500.00 has been financed through
Wisconsin's Outdoor Recreation Aid Program (ORAY) and
$93,500.00 through the federal Land and Water Conservation
Program (LAWCON). Application for 50% of the remaining
acquisition costs will be made to the federal government
through the LAWCON program. Total acquisition costs are

estimated to be $215,000.00. (Scc page 1%, third paragraph).

Development

Development will be phased in accordance with available funding.
The first phase of development will focus on making the trail
safe for public use. Railings, curbing and planking will be
placed on the existing railroad trestles. In addition, the
trail will be marked with stop signs alerting users of public
road crossings. Caution signs will also be erected on public
roadways to alert motorists of the trail's crossing. Rocks,

old ties, diseased and dead trees as well as any remaining
hazards will be removed.

The second phase of development will make the trail more
convenient and enjoyable for public use. A trail tread will

be constructed with limestone screenings. PFarking for approxi-
mately 112 cars will be provided at four locations. The Osseo
trail start facility will have a 40 car capacity lot. Fairchild
and Mondovi will each supply parking for 26 cars and Eleva

will have a 20 car lot. Rest stops and terminus developments
will be located in conjunction with the parking lots. Each
facility will contain restrooms, drinking water, bike racks,
picnic tables, grills, waste receptacles and trail information
(See figure 4 in appendix).

Fencing and/or vegetative screenings will be installed at
specific locations along the trail route if requested by
adjacent property owners. The Department of Natural Resources
and the property owner may sclect one of the following methods
for installing fencing:

a. The DNR would pay the entire installation cost of the
fence, and the adjacent property owner requesting the
fence would be responsible for its maintenance over a
20-year period.

=
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b. The DNR and the adjacent property owner would each be
responsible for erecting one-half of the fencing required,
and each would be responsible for maintaining the segment
of fence that they erect.

Al]l 34 bridges will be retained for trail crossings with no

major structural changes that might affect stream flow. The

bridges are in good condition and should need no major maintenance
for at least 10 years. In addition, the culverts on the trail
should last at least 20 years before major maintenance is
required.

Development schedule

1, Phase I - ($122,500)

Railing, planking and curbing for 34 trestles (2,000
feet)

Signing
Trail clean-up and brushing

Fencing for 8.5 miles of trail including 3,600 feet of
chainlink fence.

2. Phase II - ($210,500)
Surfacing 36.4 miles of trail
Rest area and terminus development
4 parking lots for 132 car capacity (gravel surface)
500 feet of gravel surfaced access road
Four 4-unit combination vault toilets
Four wells and handpumps

Picnic tables, grills, refuse cans, bicycle racks
and information signs

Site preparation and landscaping
Selective vegetative cleaning for vistas

Connecting link to Red Cedar Trail when completed via
town and county roads
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The cost of Phase I and Phase I1 development, including 15
percent for engineering and contingency, is $379,275.00.
Total project cost for development and land acquisition is
$594,275.00. '

Management

The entire grade from Mondovi to Fairchild will be classified
as a state recreation area. As such, it will be managed for
bicycling and hiking in summer and snowmobiling in winter.
Use of all terrain vehicles and horses will not be allowed,.

The trail transects wildlife land for about 1/2 mile west of
Osseo and bisects or lies adjscent to 8 miles of the Beef
River Tish Area east of Osseo. Hunting will be permitted in
these areas while biking, hiking and snowmobiling may be
curtailed during the hunting season if user conflict bocomes
apparent. Such arrangements were adopted for portions of the
Sugar River Trail in southern Wisconsin.

1. Facility managenment

The forest ranger at Fairchild is responsible for the
management of the trail. Maintenance responsibilities
include trail greooming, trash pickup, tree and brush
removal, bridge, sign and fence repair, crosion control
and other work as needed to insure a safe and enjoyable
trail experience. Primary maintenance and law enforce-
ment responsibilities will be borne by the property
superintendent and other DNR personnel. Staff needed to
do maintenance and law enforcement will include one
seasonal and one LTE in addition to the property manager.
A pickup truck, tractor with mower, hand mowers, chainsaw
and snowmobile with drag and other equipment similar to
that used on the Elroy-Sparta Trail is needed. However,
if possible a lease agreement will be drawn up with the
counties or local snowmobile clubs which will let them
maintain and groom the trail for snowmobiling. The
operational costs will be approximately $20,000 per year
based upon previous expericnce with other state trails.

2. Vegetative management

Landscape management techniques will be used to insure an
aesthetically pleasing trail. Vistas will be created and
maintained with a minor amount of pruning and thinning in
most areas along the right-of-way. In other areas where
good potential for vistas exist and brush has grown up
thick adjacent to the trail, more extensive pruning and
thinning will occur. Creation of vistas in scenic areas

[
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A narrow strip of vegetation on each side of the tread
will be controlled by mowing. Other vegetated areas
along the right-of-way may be managed to assure the trail
user views and vistas of the river and other points of
scenic interest,

If developments within sight of the trail occur which
reduce aesthetic appeal, vegetative plantings of natural
species would be used on the trail right-of-way to screen
them from view.

Wildlife management

No formal wildlife management programs are planned on
lauds within the trail right-of-way. However, wildlife
management practices will be continued on the public
hunting grounds and fisheries area which border the
trail, Hunting will be permitted on those sections of
the trail adjacent to wildlife areas. during the regular
hunting season. Bicycling may be restricted during this
period.

Fish management

The Buffalo River between Osseo and Strum, and that portion
of the Buffale River North Fork in Trempealeau county are
designated Class II trout streams. These Class 11
streams will continue to have moderate to heavy stocking
of hatchery fish to assure satisfactory fishing. Normal
fish management programs will be carried on. The Buffalo
River, North Fork, imn Jackson county (8.6 miles) is Class I
stream as are most of its tributaries. These streams need
no stocking of hatchery fish.
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Prior Board Action Item thrutes of
STATE OF WISCGISI
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RcEOUECS
Madisen, Wiscorsin
TEM RECOMMENDZD FOR NATURAL RESGURCES BOARD AGENDA
TO THE SECRETARY: L. P. Volgh _ _ Date__ Fabrusry 23,

SUZJECT:

=/

Appendix A

H
I3
L

S " Form 1100-1

———

Bocrd meeting by J. R. Smith

To be presented at Varch

Appeararces regquested by the public:
KName Representing wnom?

Reference materials to be used:

Supmaru: Toard ermraval is racuasted to investigate end nesotista for
possible acquisition of the 25.h-mile ¥airchild to Vandovi railroad
right-or'~vay in west central Wizconsin as 2 Shate Yark Trail and g
refer tnae matter back to the Board for future action. '

The Chicago and Morth Wester

1 hias recently petitionzd the
Interstate Cormerce Commlzsieon for meriissicn to abandon this line,
We nave Leyelved varmission from the razilroad to investigaite the
right-of-wvay and to make an appraisal,
That the Roard zpprove an investigation and negotiations
with the Chicage and Norih Western for 36.4 niles of
right-of-way provided the petition for ebandoareat Ls appr
by the Interstate Commerce Commdssion and the con;rehens
: feasibility study is Favorabvle for state acquisition. I
5. Recommendation: nagotiations are successful, ihas catter w1l be brought
before the Bozrd at a later date For consideraticn of a new State Park Trail

Administrator Date

‘,":--' Tt _~'. ’_'7"'".‘:""_".. i L ¥ i L/‘-.\’ s '-' ™ e iGT’.C’/j >
Seereiary Data Director, Bur. of Parks & [ecrsation
oo . E. Reinke . J. taber
. >D. W. Xonkol A. A, Cermela, Bou Claire 20
§-70 = Miss Kora
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March 22, 1973

6.c-b Authorization to negotinte with C&NW Trunsportation Company for
Qropnvﬂl Fairchild to Mondovi Stabe Park Trail; 26 " miles,

Mr., Helland said the Land and Business Commlttpe recommended that
the Department be authorized to investigate and negotiate with the
Chicago and North Western Transportation Company for 36.4% miles of
right-of-way provided the petition for abandonment is approved by the
Interctate Commerce Commission and the comprehensive feasibility study
is favorable for State acquisition, and he 50 moved.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Dahl,

When put to a vofe motion was carried unanlmouqu

6.C-5 "evil's Lake State Park land acquisition - Sauk County. P
3. 34 acres from Frank and Fern Adamske, Baraboo - $4,500. Price
per'apre - $337.33. Tenure - 1965,
MrwHelland reported that the Tand and Business C ﬁmittee agrded Lo
rﬁcommnnd\to the Becard that the Adamske property in Devil's Ioxe State
Park be puxchased on the condition that at least one member, ﬂf the
Committee wéuld ingpect ihe property. This is in linu 'lfﬂ the Board's
policy that purghires of land from Department employes Qf former
employes must bc%lnvpectca by the Committee, : ;’

Mr, Helland move& th&u the purchase be approv;?ﬁunder the conditions

outlined, % P
The motion was secondsd by Mr. Dohl. éﬁf
When put to a vote, molicn was carried Upfninou ly.

ﬁx e
6.C-6 Kettle Moraine Stabe Forest ( UJ land arqulnlflo - Walworth County.

60.60 acres from Robert and ! nrv M diAchkn, Whitewater, $68,500. Price
per acre - $1,130. Tenure - YHA6 5~

Action on this proposed wurrhafk 13,11 be deferred. Mr. Helland said,
as the Land and Business Committée w1unec to inspect the property. He
asked that Mr. Minahan ard MrnﬁTf,er acchnﬂnn" the Committee on the
inspection-trip if possihle Ny

N,

Mr. Helland stated tbﬂ» the Bureau of R041 Tstate has been instructed
to have both private 9pprﬁlvﬂls of the Mischka ?r)perfxq as well as an
appraisal of compar, é? property, available at thex t}me the inspection
is made. ﬁﬁé&

Y

%

o 3
6.C-7 Mil) Bluff § afilr)rf land arqu;s1§lgp, Juneau County.,
120 aﬁraﬁffron Pugene and Arlene Greeno, Camp DéGrl&g -3
Price pergsacre - 3150, Tenure - 1993,
The Land ard Business Committee recommended and Mr. Hellandhpoved

apnroVal of the purchase of 120 acres of land from
Eugahe and Arlene Greeno, Camp Douplas, for $18,000, in the Mill Hkgff

Sgate Park, Juneau ( ounts.
, The motion wag seconded by Mr., Dahl. 3
’ When put to 2 vate, motion was carried unanimously,

318,000,

&
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July 23-24, 1975
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6 C-T7 Lakcwoed Rearing Station land acquisition - Oconto Countxzfﬂfp
”M%Hﬁ& 30.31 acres from Mrs. Lucille Dirkmann, |hn1t040,¢ $12,200.
'%‘mhq Land and Business Committee recommended=ind Mr. Dahl
noved ?ﬁaﬁmJQc Board approve the puch}se“ﬁ??;;: 30.31-acre
tract from MrsTLycille Dirkman fow¥12,200.
The motion was gm?onked y1r., Messinger.

The tract 1q

Priority I projeel included in the proposed
Depurtmont 975-1977 land acquisiticn i It is neceded to

provige®d scttling basin area for dispoaul of~ygste material
yﬁyﬂgiﬁﬁﬁ the station's pollution control pond.

When put to a vote, motion was carried unanimously.

6.C-8 Approval of feasibility study - Fajrchi
(Buffalo, Trempealcau, uackaon Counties).
Authorication to npovraise prade ard enter into nnpotlﬂtlonu with
Chicamo and Hortn. cwt01n I'ransportation Comvany for 50 d-mile

right-of-wayv.

The Department has completed a fecasibility study which
identifies the grade's potential for State nark trail purposes
and it supports preservation of the grade for recreational
corridor purposes, particularly for hiking and biking.

~Mondavi Railroad grade

7?§ The Land and Business Committee recommended and Mr. Dahl moved
5; that the Board epprove the Department's feasibility study and

reaf{imm their previous action authorizing the Derartment to
appraisce the grade and enter into negotiations with the Chicago
and Northwestern Transportation Company tor the 36.%-mile
railroad right-of-way. Upon reaching cgreement with the
railrcad,. the matter will bLe brought back to the Board for
approval and consideration of & new State park trail,

The motion was seconded by Mr, Messinger.

When put to a vote, motion was carried unanimously.

6.C- 955213d Resources Advisoryv Council Recommendation Ho. 2 -
edablichment of wilderness arca on Uvper Mississipul Rifer

Wilde and Fish Reluze,

The th-hﬁnd Business Committee recommended wWﬁ;fj. Dahl
moved that the%{oard accept and support the gg>1t10n of the
Wild Resources Ad’ﬁ"pry Council as =set fﬁ”?h in the resoluticn
(Recommendation No, '-Qdopted by tiyfgﬂunCll on June 19, 1975:

"Whereas, o large nortnon” ,Lﬁ¢SUDper Mississippi River
Wildlife and Fish Refuge is ;aitmi e for wilderness designaticn
under the provisions of thefW1lderne\h ﬂct; and

"Whereas, highwagf%i@hts—of-way, logging ™power plant sitings,
and other actizgﬁiés threaten these potential wi¥lgderncss areas;

P and P
-~ >
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May 12-13, 1976 . 16.
6.Celi Master Planning - Preliminary approval of concept plan fov Bong Poc:-a?ionzﬁpea? _jf? )
Kenosha County. T PR AP TR T T 1
& Wil: Besources Advisory Council recommendation No. 6 relative to Boag Recreagion
Avea paster plan. s

*% Mr, Messinger reported that modifications in the Bong Recreation hreaaMastez Plan
have b“Pn wade by the Departwment in accordance with the Land and Businessifommittec’s
recommerdabiows as outlined in his letter to the Department and Board %; ed April 26,
1976, a ccpy of which is incorporated in and made a part of these mlnzteS,

“}';L o
. &

amendment.s have been included in the plan: &

1. Quiet Zonew It is proposed to chanze the area design$€2d a8 the "quiet zone”
to & "No Vedicle Zone" where only minimal facilitiegfaill be installed, where
tralls for nathre study, walking and hunting will . Y permitted. This type of
use differs fromkthe intensive type of uses in +r~ Speciallized Uses Aresa
located in the wns,ern area of the Bong. Foot‘trsflxc only will be permitted.

a /

"o. Land Acquisitton and 1%gdp or Sale., It is‘proposed to retsin the erea north
of Highway BB in State ovqfrsblp rather, £han dispoqc of 1t. The 3Bl acres
involved will be included ¥y the "n?/)ehicle zone .

X,

Specialized Uses Area - This is to. clmrify the intent of the plan for this
arca. It 1s intended that larbiirlo'ps will have to make regervations and
the property superintendent wi~i haye the authorﬂ%y to deslignate locations
for such activitles, Only th& very" ...... 11l groups will heve ready sccess to
the site;they will be requiied to obtaxn permissiorn before using it  This
will allOJ for proper us,?relatiow hips’ ml the site and make for minimel
conflicts. The area dcés provide space 10y, .a variety of activities to take
place if properly orpd inized, witn a reservation system for large groups and
with potentially ccrfl{cting uses scheduled at“dirfﬁrent times,

i Y

The Land and Busineg; Committee recommended and Mr, Mes *1nger moved that the Board
give preliminsry appr@val to the Master Plan submitted at April 1975 Board meeting
with the amendmentsyas ocutlined above. The plan will be rbtuiﬁed to the Roard for
tinal approval ay&er completion of Environmental Impact Statemen“\requlrenentq.

o

3 /’V -

The motlor4was seconded by Mrs MeCormick. %;\
When pat‘ﬁo a vote, motion was carried wnanimously. N

3 _\‘

Mrs AMcCormick reported that she has been contacted many times regardin controlled
hunting in the Bong Recreation Area rather than permit hunting.

“Mr. Messinger noted that this item will be considered by the Board again af???%%
completion of the EIS

Lo

6.C-5

SR T R R S I e

Approval to establiCh the abandoned railyrcad grﬂde between Mondovl and Fairchild as the
} 1" with an acreage goal of W76 acres and authorization to

purchase the prade.

The Land and Business Committee recommended and Mr., Messinger moved that Lhe Board
establish the abandoned railroad grade between Mondovi and Fairchild as the "Buffalo
River State Park Trail" with an acreage goal of 1476 acres and authorize the purchase
of the grade,

The motion was seconded by Mrs. McCormick.
With the aid of maps, Mr. Mackie cwplained the proposed plan for this 36-mile trail.

A copy of the Land Transaction Summary prepared by Mr. Nelson on April 26, 1976, and
a copy of Mr. Mackie's memorandum to Secretary Earl dated April 26, 1975, regarding
establiclmant of the Futfalo River State Tark Tratl are incorporzted in and made a

With recard to ctate park tralls in generul, there was discussion cf the poteontial \
problem of replacement of trestles, e.g., In case of washouts. Mr. Mackie suggested
the possibility of obtaining the washout history from the railroads.

When put to a vote, motion was carried unanimously.
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on thz TFairchild-lfondovi Statz Park proposal. V2 will send the villace
a letviar confirming tha maeting dat2 and place.

U
TheATas considorable discussion concerning trail davzloprnaat and public

ordial and tha Ileva villags
t .
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'Départment of Igatur:d Resources
INTRA-DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDIM
e daddson
Station
...9epkenher. 23, 1975 . \N REPLY REFER TO:
TO: Files
FROM: D, W, Konkol ’
SUBJECT: 1Ieeting — Osszo City Council -~ Yednesday Evening,
Septenber 17, 1975 8:45 p.m,
A meating was held with the City Council to discuss Wisconsin's State
Park Trail program, the DapactmenL s interest in acquiring the 36,4-
nile Faircnild»ﬁondov1 avandenad raillvoad grade, the present status
of the proposad project ﬁnd the acquisitcion of lands within the City
limits.
Department parsonnel in attendance wera Walt Jacobson, Park Pisnner:
Dick Mertig, Area Land Agent; Roger Awvundson, Avea Supervicor and -

. ¥
Daanis Konkel, Bureau Acquisition Stafi Specialist.

The Clty officials were informed of the meeting purpoze and the prasenh
status of the-trall proposal. The Slate Park Lt 11 progrem was dis-
cusszad inceldding general trail dzvelopn ent of surfacing, planking and
railing trestles, fencing and signing. ' :

The Devartment's preoposal to acquire a 33-foot strip through the Cioy
was. discussed., It was explainad that thz Department was not Interezted
in acquiring leased parcaels as they should bz sold by the rallyead to
the lessea and placad on the local taxrell. The Cloy was also

City officials inquired r future sewey

znd our easemant procadura

and water lines

2500

that a traill access and rest stop area would be developed east of
-in the vicinity of the junction of 1 Lvh&a s 10 and R. The €Lty Couvneil
was agresavble to the acquisition and rest stop proposals.
Thz proceduras Involving ths propossd a“quisition of the gbagdonzd rail.
roald grade and establishment as a Statz Park Trall were explained. The
Cizy was advised of tha tentative date of OCLUDLl 22, 1975 for the public
Cdudformatioval meeting to be held at the Eleva--Strum High School cn tha
Fairchild-ondovi State Park praposal. Ve will send the City a letter
confirning the meating date and plqcel



1o

TG: Files — September 25, 1975 o o R 5.

The mayor asked if we were requasting any official action by the Couucil.
He was informed we were not requasting any type of official action at
this time. -

'*hﬁra was con51derable dlscussion concerning crail dovelopmeﬁk and publwc
T usa,

The mealting was very cordial and tha Ooseo Clty Council appears to favor
ths proposed prOJng.'

/{1? [ ﬁ%jiyzalé

D, W. Xonkol

E. Sorick — Eau Claire

P. Dix -~ Eau Claire

R. Amundson -~ Black River Falls
D. HMHertig ~ Black River Falls
D
0

« L. Walzenlcker - &
. ¥. Konkol - 8
> J. L, Treichel ~ 8

Date



. Department ogNatural Resources
INTRA-DEPARTMENT
MEMORANDUM

Madison
SLaY:i.o‘x‘l """"""""""
Date...S2ptanbar. 23, 1975 . - IN REPLY REFER TO; . 2299
TO: Iilas
FROM: D. W. Konkol

SUBJECT: 'eacing ~ Strum Villags DBoard -
T

Vednesday Evening, Septembar 17, 1975, 7:00 p.m.

A mzeting was hald with village board officials to discuss Visconsin's
state park trail program, the Dzpartment's interest in acquiring tha
36.4-1aile Fair dilL‘HOWQOVl abandonad railroad grade, the prasent status
of tha proposad project and the acquisition of lands within the village
limits. :
Dapartuwant parsennel in attendance were Walt Jacobson, Park Plananst;
ig, Area Land Agent; Roger Amundson, Area OUPETVLSOI and
Xol, Buresu Acquisition Staiff Specilalist.

The village officials were informad of the mesting purpose and the
prasant status of the trail proposal, The stata park trail program

was discusszd dncluding general trail devalopment of surfacing, plannlﬂ"
and railing trestles, fenciag and signing.

o'acquire a 40~foot strip through the villaze

The Depavtnsnt's proposal t

was discussad. Villagsz officials were conceronad with the eventual
disposition of the railrvoad lands on eithsr side of tha strip and re-
quastead that the Departwent acquire all lands within the village limits
with the excaption of one parcel 838 fest in width that extended bzyond
normal rvailroad ownarship. Since the purchase would not involva any
leased lands, we informad vitlage officiale that we would attzmpt to

acquire the lands as they reqguastad.

The procadurass involving the proposed acquisition of the abaundonszd
railroad grada and sstablishment as a state park trail were ewplained.
The village was advisad of the tentativz date of October 22, 1975

for the public informational meeting to bz hald at the l“V““StTuﬂ
nigh School on the Failrchild-iiondovi Stats Park provosal. Ve will
send tha village a letter confirzming ths meating date and place.
Villawe officlals zro councernsd with snowmebiling within the village,
ihe matter was discussad at length and alternatives ware presented
and aither a 10 n.p.h. spzad linit ox the local snowmobile club nb-
taining sasenents around the2 village anpearad to bz acceptabla.
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The nassible salaback of lands for villasa streets was discussed. Due
to possible 6f raquirements, it was expldinad that tha villape
should pursuz the acquisition of these parcals with the railroad at

this time Villaga officials will get back to Rogar Amundsom with the
Necassary laxm dz2scriptions.

b

The villacz asked for six copies of the project feasibility srudy Lnlcﬁ
a forvarded through tha Area Suparvisor.

tha meeting was vary cordial and productiva. Village officiazls have z
prosrassiva outlcok, and it appzars they will bz supporters of the
prososad projactu P
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The meeiting was very cordizl and productive. City officials havs a = .
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2ay in favor of the state park trail sroposal,
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UHOTI, PROCTENTIAS
COUNRC: FROCEEDINGS

Cetover
ihe Cozmon Council of the City of lMondovi et in The COUnRGLL
chawbers of the City Hall at 7:%0 P.IM. THayor Robert If. Stoughion
presidad over the meeting with six members of the council present
orn roll call. Absent: Martin Swanson, Jasper Poff. Svianson arrived
at 7:50 P.IM.
Iir. John Hebert, repressnting Mac's Tfrawriter Company appeared

before the council to give a demonstration of a S,NEC _copy machine

e e R R T e o P

e Bop Konkel, represaniing the UOLHOVL Co-op Equity qouviLbd befo

the council regarding the DNR's propcsed State Trail Program. He w

S

"\)

concernaed particularly with the treil access into the City of Mondovi

with preference of Madison Btreest, as this would split the Co-op's

7 .
propertys Afler much discussion, a motion was wmade by Pdr&er, 8eCor 1i.e <
- . pRicE T

by Holden that The DNR be allowed to purcbps the R.R. property up to

the Co —~Op prope rty line. The Clty w11L then obtaln an. easement from /

the Co-op fop é§‘ from uhe wast edg of the DNR prone ty llne de

e e ot \

VWater Street, which would be uséd Yo provide an entry and exit and traif

HQQQ¢53;iﬂ@Q;thi:QiEXZPimmgﬁﬁ9ﬁiw M TlOD carchd It was called to

- the attention of the Council that there will be a DNR meeting at Eleva-~/

Strum High School on‘Octobar 22nd regarding this State Trail Programn. /

e e T e T e
—

e T N \\. ;

—t

Alsolﬁéesant was a committee of concerned citizens protesving
constant solicitation for charitics. They wouvld like the City to
again consider a Community Chest, with this being the only ¥tine th¢

" pe oplu of Mondovi would be solicited for aﬁy-national charity.

Steve Schultz was present with a request for permission to paint

thé fire hydrants. This would be =« Hic centennial project for the Boy

Scouts. A motion was made by Dregney, seconded by Holden to havs

and also empowering the mayor to contact the art class at Mordovi High

~ 34—
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Black River Falls, WL 54615

2500
Octobexr 13, 1975 : .. @D

Lo T TR g O S S
Honorable Fobexrt M. Stougaton
P

City of dMondovi
g L
Mondovi, WI 8LTSS

Dear Hayor Stoughionz

od : s
Ay N e &
the c¢lty council and Cenex sincs our meeting and provided wmz with a copy
cf the wmioubes of your comell mesting ouniblizdnz bthe agreement that you

have reached.

Ya find this arrangement entdrely satisfasctory.

1 was very celisved to leamm the councilis combinued intersst in the
trail and more spsciflcally in maintalning weady sccess frowm Hondovi
to the trailfs waat terminus.

Thaxk you.

Very trdy yours,

C

2

oper ¥ Ammdson
Arez Swupervisor

R¥PAsavic
N

\'; i 5\ = “
H%{}ﬁ;&ﬁim-:—r A. Sprdck

Teanxis Honkol
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APPENDLIY B

SUMMARY T.IST O FLORA

The following is a summary of the vegctative types lyinz within the 100-
foot wide Fairvchild-Mondovl abandoned rollroad grade,

Ground Vegatation

Scattrered clumps of grasses occupy the Dmmediate grade. Ocecasional
t

1

erbacecous plants including milkweed, thistle, hawkweed, goatsbeard, and
other annuals have geeded in on the edge of the grade.  Away from the
grade, marsi grasses, ferns and skunk cabbage dominate the low arcas,
while blueberry, raspberry, blackberry, huckleberry, wintergreen, and

light grasses occupy the weli-drainced higher sites.
Shurbs

A variety of shrubs occupy the well-drained areas dncluding hazel, gray

dogwood, winterberry, scerviceberrvy, thornapple, prickly ash, pin cherry,
choke cherry, and sumac. Low areas are predominately covered with alder
brush.

Trees

Trees occur in various stapes of growth along the ocuter cdges of the
trail. These include boxelder, hlack cherry, aspen, white bireh, red
waple, eln, red and white oak, Jack onk, elm, jack, red, and white pine,

and occasional willow and cottonwood., Most of the gpecies are mixed or
scattered along the route,
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Giant Mole Shrew
Praivie Mole

Little Brown Bat
Fastern lLong-Eared Bat
Silver-Haired Bat

Big Brown Bat

Red Bat

Hoary Bat

White-Tailed Jack Rabbit
Varying Hare

Mearn's Cottontail
Southern Woodchuck
13-Lined Ground Squirrel
Franklin's Ground Squirrel
Gray Chipmunk

Least Chipmunk

Gray Squirrel

Fox Squirrel

Red Squirrel

Flying Squirrel (Southern)
Pocket Gopher

Beaver

Transient Birds

Red~Throated Loon
Red-Necked Grebe -~ rare
Whistling Swan

Horned Grebe

Snow Goose

Blue Goose

Gadwall

Pintail

APPINDIX C

LIST OF WILDLIFE

Muskrat
Harvest Mice
Prairie Deer Mouse
Neorthern Wilte-Tootoed Mou
Meadow Vole

Prairie Vole

Northern Pine Mouszce
Norway Rat

Housern Mouse

w
o

Meadow Jumping Mousge
Forcupine

Coyote

Hastern Red Fox
Gray Fox

Raccoon
Long-Tailed Weasgel
Least Weasel

Mink

Badger

Striped Skunk
Otter

Bobeat
White-Tailed Deer

Blackburnian Warbley
Bav—-Breasted Warblor

7
Blackpoll Warbler
Palm Warbler
Connecticut Warbler
Wilson's Warbler
Harris's Sparrow

I3

White-Crowned Sparrow
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Green-Winged Teal Fox Sparrow
American Widgecn Lincoln's Sparrow
Shoveler Lapland Longspur
Redhead Whimbrel - rare
Convasback Marbled Godwit - rare
Creater Scaup - Hudsonian Codwit - rarc
Rufflehead Knot -.rare
Oldsquaw Western sSandpiper - rare
Ruddy Duck ted Phalarope - rare
Pigeon lawk Hawk Own - rare
Semipalmated Plover Boreal Owl - rare
Solitary Sandpiper Yelilow-Bellied Fly Cotclar
Greater Yellowlegs. Acadian I'ly Catcher
Lesser Yellowlegs Water Pipit
Pectoral Sandpiper Townsend's Solitaire - rare
Baird's Sandpiper Jockingbird
Least Sandpiper Prothonotary Warbler
Dunliin Mourning Warbler
Stilt Canada Werbler
Scmipalmated Sandpiper Henslow's Sparrow
Buff-Breasted Sandpiper - rare le Conte's Sparvow — rare
Sanderling Sharp-Tailer Sparrow - rare
Wilson's Phalarope Herring Cull
Northern Phalarope Long~-Billed Dowitcher
Ring-Billed Gull Short-Billed Dowltcher
White-Rumped Sandpiper Ruddy Turnstone -~ rare
Franklin's Gull Black-Bellied Plover
Bonaparte's Gull American Colden Plover
Forster's Tcrn Western Grebe ~ rvare
Caspian Tern Fared Grebe - rarve
Common Tern Brant - rarec
Olive-Sided Flycatcher Buropcan Widgeon - rare
Hermit Thrush Surf Scoter - rare
Swainson's Thrush White-Winged Scoter - rave
Gray-Cheeked Thrush Yellow Rail - rare
Ruby-Crowned Kinglet American Avocet - rarc
Philadelphia Vireo Red-Breasted Merpanser
Solitary Vireo Hooded Merganser
Tennessece Warbler larlan's Hawk - rave
Orange-Crowned Warbler Swainson's Hawk - rare
Parula Warbler Osprey
Magnolia Warbler Peregrin Falcon - rare
Cane May Warbler Gyr PFalcoun - rare
Black-Throated Blue Warbler Piping Plover - rare

Myrtle Warbler
Black-Threated Green Warbler
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Common Loon
Pied-Bllled Grebe
Green Heron
Common rgrat
Least Bittern
American Bittern
Canada Goose
Maliard

Black Duck
Blue-Wing Teal
Wood Duck
Ring—-Necked Duck
Legser Scaup
Turacy Vulture
Broad Wing

Sora Rail

Coot

Killdeer

Woodcock

Spotted Sandpiper
Black Tern

Yellow-Billed Cuckoo
Black-Billed Cuckoo

Whippoorwill

Nighthawk

Chimney Swift

Ruby-Throated Hummingbird
ellow—Be“lied Sapsucker

stern Kingbird

Crested Flycatcher

Phoebe

Traills Flycatcher

Least Flycatcher

Tree Swallow

Rough Winged Swallow

Brown Thrasher

Robin

Wood Thrush

Veery

Bluebird

Yellow-Throated Vireo

Red-Lyed Vireo

Warbling Virco

Black and White Warbler

Northern Water thrush
Yellowthroat
Redstart
Potolink
Hellow-tleaded Blackblod
Baltimore Oriole
Brewzr's Blackbird
Cowbl l
Rose-breasted Crosbeal
Indigo Buanting
Dickcissel
Rufous—-Sided Towhoe
Savannah Sparrow

ragsshopper Sparrow

egper Sparrow
Lark Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Clay Colored Sparrow
Field Sparvow

Sparrow

White-~Throated Spurrow
Cotbird
Short-Billed HMarsh Wren
Long-Billed Margh Wren
House Wren
Purple Martin
Cliff Swallow
Barn Swallow
Bewicks Wren

bl

<.‘,
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Carolina Wren

Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher
Loggerhead Shrike

Bell's Vireo -~ rare
Blue-Winged Warbler
Louisiana Water Thrush
Orchard Ociole

Scarlet Tanager

Bank Swallow

Upland Sandpipox

Yellow-Crowned Might Heron
Great Blue leron
Black—-Crownad Night Heron

kWhite Pelican -~ rave
touble-Croested Ceraoront -

Ring Rail



Golden-WVinged Warbler
Neshville Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Cliecstnust-Sided Warbler
Pine Warbler

Ovenbird

Yecar-Round Birds
Cooper's Hawk
Rod-Tailed Hlawk

Rufied Grouse
Sharp~Tailed Grouse - raro
Ring-Neckad Pheasant
Great Horned Owl
Screech Owl

Barred Owl

Short-~Lared Owl
Leng-Fared Owi

Flicker

Pileated Woodpecker
Red-Headed Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker

Downey Woodpecker
Prairie Horned Lark
Blue Jay

Raven

Crow

Black~Capped Chickade
White~Breasted Nuthatch
Starling

House Sparrow
Red-Winged Blackbird
Cardinal

Coldfinch

Grackle

Song Sparrow

Western Meadowlark
Fastern Meadowlark
Cedar Waxwing
Marsh lawk

Red Shouldered Hawk
Sparrow Hawk

- /I,) -

Minter Birds

Common Goldeneve
Common Mergansor
Goshawk
Rough-Legged Hawk
Snowy 0wl

Red~Lreasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
Goldon-Crouned Kinglet
Nor thern Shrike

Ruwty Blackblvd

Evening Grosbealk

o

Pine Grosbenk
Cownmon Redpoll

'ine Siakin
Red Crossbill

Winite~Winged Cressbill
Slate-Colored Junco
Oregon Junco

Tree Sparrow

Snow Bunting
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Bald Tagle

Golden Eagle

Boreal Chickadce
Winter Wren
Bohemian Waxwing
Hoary Red Poll - rarc
Purple Finch
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APPENDIX D

LIST O AOUATIL SPICILES

Buifflow River, North Fork - Brook trour, wnite.sucker, brown trout,
n osuntish, fantail darter, northern brook lamprey, contral mnd-
winnow, brook stickleback, Johuny darter, blacknese dace and crzel chub.
d on recent survey data, the stream should be lisved as 4.7 miles of

Class 11 (brock and brown trout) in Trempesleau County and 8.6 miles of
Clazs I (brook trout) in Juckson County.

Buffalo River (Csseo - Strum) - Rrown trouvti, rainbow trout, brook trout,
white sucker, northern pike, black bullhead, brook stickleback, central

mudminnow, brook lamprey, b.zac;\sldu dav ey, bluntness minnow, Johnny
darter, blacknose dace, pallid shiner{.), northern creck chub, golden
shiner, common shirer, bluegill, fantail darter, and cavp. The stream
should be listed as 11.0 miles of Clacs il brown and brouk trout water -
Treupealeau County.

Buffalo River -~ Strum to Mondovi - Brows trout, northiorn pike, northern
rechorse, golden redhorse, carp, fresbwater drum, smallmouth buffalo,
white sucker, hog sucker, high fin carpsucher, common shiner, sucker—
mouth minnow, log perch, blackside daveor and spotfin shiner. The
stream should not be listed as trout water below Strum,

In addition to the above streams, the osed trail wwill cross soveral
other known trout streams such as: Creek 3-12, Town of Garfield,

Jackson County: Creck 5-10, Town of Guriicld, Jackson County: Creek 7-5,
Town of Cleveland, Jackson County: Crcer 3-4, Town of Sumner, Trempealeau
County: Kay Cxebk, Solam Crecek, King Creck, Johnson Creck and Trout
Creek.

2
e
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The WRAC recommendations are based on written responses from its members,
telephone calls and consultations with reliable interested parties.

The WRAC wishes to compliment the Bureau of Parks and Recreation and
its Master Plan Staff for a well conceived and timely project in the BRSRAT.
We do, however, wish to make the following recommendations to reinforce or
to environmentally strengthen some of your proposed management plans.

1. WRAC recommends that the Bureau of Parks and Recreation develop and pro-
vide a more accurate and more exhaustive inventory of plants found in the
corridor and its fringe. This would establish a higher Tevel of the trail
appreciation and it could also provide an educational facet to the trail user.

2. We also recommend that a definite management proposal be written in the
master plan to handle such disruptive natural problems as beaver pend flooding
in the water courses along the trail right away.

3. The WRAC recommends that utmost caution be used.particularly in the following
areas:
a. Trout streams :
Since about one third of mainstem and many of the tributaries
in close association with the recreational trail are class I trout
streams, responsible supervision is recommended in construction or
modification of all bridge (trail or road) crossings of the streams
in the project. We also recommend that no herbicides or other toxic
chemicals be used wherever there is a possibility of these residfes
reaching the water courses.

b. Plant life
The WRAC recommends that there be no disturbance of the native
plant species in the trail corridor except in the proposed use areas
of the trail.

c. Wildlife :

Spg}ia] precaution is recommended by the WRAC to disturbing
or disldging of the rare and endangered animal species in the rec-
reational trail corridor. In this instance we refer particularly
to capteriand song bird species and their nesting and feeding
habitats. Membership concern is very strong in the master plan

reference to eagles and #&sprey and their potential disturbance.

The University ol Wisconsin-Eau Claire provides equal educational and employment opportunily regardless of sex, age, marital or parental status, race, color,
religion, national origin, or handicap in compliance with Title X and Title Vi. Refer questions to Affirmative Action Office, 225 Schofield Hall, 715 836-5717.



The State of Wisconsin - At

SCIENTIFIC AREAS PRESERVATION COUNCIL "-ﬂj?

P.0. Box 7921
Madison, Wisconsin 53707
IM REPLY REFER TO: 2800

December 7, 1977

TO: D. Mackie —- 8
FROM: C. Kabat (AR

SUBJECT: Review of Buffalo River State Recreation Area Trail Conceptual
Master Plan

The Scientific Areas Section has reviewed the subject document for the
Scientific Areas Preservation Council. The information presented on
special biotic resources--such as endangered/threatened species habitats
and remnant natural areas—-on and adjacent to the trail 1s treated in a
rather generalized way, and before Phase I development begins would be

a superb time for a site specific survey to be undertaken for identification/
mapping of these resources by one of more Department biologists. Since the
railroad grade is an old one in a portion of the state that originally
contained prairie, we strongly suggest that a botanist trained in the
identification of quality prairie remmants, so rare to Wisconsin, be a
member of the survey team.

Before the concept plan is approved, the Council recommends that a commit~
ment for such a resource survey be incorporated into the plan. .

RHR:ssf
¢ce: C. E. Germain - Coke



