State of Wisconsin

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
101 S. Webster Street

Box 7921

Madison WI 53707-7921

Scott Walker, Governor
Cathy Stepp, Secretary

Telephone 608-266-2621

Toll Free 1-888-936-7463 WISCONSIN
TTY Access via relay - 711 DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES

October 12, 2016

Subject:  Brule River State Forest 15-year Master Plan Review and Northern State Forest Land
Classification Variance

Dear friend of Wisconsin's Northern State Forests:

The Department of Natural Resources is seeking public comments from interested parties regarding two state
forest initiatives. This review process will involve public and partners, local units of government and tribes.

¢ Land Management Classifications Variance
In accordance with 2015 ACT 358, DNR will propose a variance to the master plans of all state forests,
except southern state forests and Governor Knowles State Forest, so that 75% of all the land is classified as a
forest productions area. [See ch. NR 44.06, Wis. Adm. Code [exit DNR].] Affected properties include the
Northern Highland-American Legion, Black River, Brule River, and Flambeau River State Forests. Planning
will occur simultaneously for all Northern State Forests to gain efficiencies and consistency, and to make
engagement and review from interested parties more streamlined.

Currently 66% of the lands are designated as Forest Production land management classification. This process
identifies areas to reclassify to Forest Production, representing approximately 40,000 acres. The Coulee
Experimental State Forest and Peshtigo River State Forest will not be affected by the land management
classification change.

e Brule River State Forest Master Plan 15-year Review
The Brule River State Forest’s master plan was approved in December, 2002. Administrative Code requires
the Department to review property master plans every 15 years and make a recommendation to the Board.
The master plan review will include a full review of all plan elements, including land management,
recreation, road infrastructure and administrative elements. The Land Class Variance process will be
concurrent with the Brule 15-year master plan review.

A public comment period is open October 19 through November 21, 2016.

You can comment online and review assessment details at:
e http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Lands/MasterPlanning/Brule/
e http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Lands/MasterPlanning/NorthernSF/

To comment by email or post, or to request print materials contact:
e BobDall
Wisconsin DNR
107 Sutliff Ave.
Rhinelander, WI 54501
715.365.8993
Robert.dall@wisconsin.gov
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We welcome your attendance at any of the following public involvement events.

OPEN HOUSE
Explore issues with the experts:

Brule River State Forest
Thursday, November 3, 2016, 4-7:00 PM

Brule Town Hall
5814 S. Maple St.
Brule, Wisconsin

OPEN OFFICE

Northern Highland-American Legion State Forest
Wednesday, November 2, 2016, 4-6:00 PM

Woodruff Town Hall
1418 1% Awve.
Woodruff, Wisconsin

Visit with a state forest superintendent or forester at:
o Flambeau River State Forest, Thursday, November 3, 11-4:30 PM
e Black River State Forests, Wednesday, November 2, 12-4:30 PM

Your participation in this planning process will help ensure that our Northern State Forests continue to provide
significant social, ecological, and economic benefits now and into the future. We appreciate the opportunity to
learn your thoughts on these issues and we look forward to hearing from you. Please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,

Your Northern State Forest Superintendents

Steve Petersen

Northern Highland-American Legion State forest
8770 Highway J

Woodruff, WI 54568

(715) 356-5211 Ext: 225
steven.petersen@wisconsin.gov

David Schulz

Brule River State Forest
6250 S Ranger Road

Brule, W1 54820

(715) 372-5678 Ext: 101
david.schulz@wisconsin.gov

Ryan Severson
Peshtigo River State Forest

N10008 Paust Lane

Crivitz, WI 54114

(715) 757-3965
ryan.severson@wisconsin.gov

Statewide Contacts:

Teague Prichard
WDNR Division of Forestry

101 S Webster Street

Madison, W1 53703

(608) 264-8883 (Desk)
Teague.prichard@wisconsin.gov

Peter Bakken

Black River State Forest
W10325 Hwy 12

Black River Falls, W1 54615
(715) 284-4106
peter.bakken@wisconsin.gov

Larry Glodoski

Flambeau River State Forest
W1613 County Road W

Winter, W1 54896

(715) 332-5271 Ext: 105
lawrence.glodoski@wisconsin.gov

Kevin Schilling
Coulee Experimental State Forest

3550 Mormon Coulee Road

La Crosse, WI 54601

(608) 785-9007
kevin.schilling@wisconsin.gov

Diane Brusoe

WDNR Planning

101 S Webster Street
Madison, W1 53703

(608) 267-7469 (Desk)
diane.brusoe@wisconsin.gov
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