Wisconsin Wetlands Success Story:

Protecting Wetlands Along the
Lake Superior Shoreline

Historic Land Gift Protects Rare
Coastal Wetlands

In 1896, Civil War veteran Captain Robinson Der-
ling Pike gifted a
parcel of land to
the state contain-
ing the conflu-
ence of Pikes
Creek with Lake
Superior and rare
coastal wetlands.
Captain Pike’s gift
of land included
his own private
fish hatchery on Pikes Creek' that eventually
became the Les Voigt State Fish Hatchery now
located in WDNR’s South Shore Lake Superior
Fish and Wildlife Area.

The fish and wildlife area was created in 1992 to
preserve spawning areas for Great Lakes fish. It
includes various streams feeding into Lake Supe-
rior in Bayfield County. The land is managed to
preserve self-sustaining fisheries, enhance
stream and coastal habitats, and provide public
recreation and education opportunities.

Captain Pike would be surprised that 115 years
later, the little City of Bayfield he helped found
would be a major tourist draw for Bayfield
County that generates $120-$130 million annu-
aIIy2 in tourism. But until now, public access was
limited for recreation at a site that bears his
surname on maps. The recent 2010 purchase of
a 2.9 acre parcel adjacent to the fish and wildlife
area was a key piece of a land acquisition puzzle
to create better public access to this land.

Comprehensive Plan ldentified Public
Access Need

The Town of Bayfield’s Comprehensive Plan also
identified the need to provide better public access to
Lake Superior. Only one site was accessible through
a National Park Service property in the northwest-
ern corner of the township. When the 2.9 acre par-
cel became available for purchase, it appeared to
provide the perfect public access site that could in-
clude a small parking area in a dryer, higher-ground
area east of State Highway 13 (HWY 13). Public ac-
cess to Lake Superior could be provided through the
fish and wildlife area.

The WDNR purchased the land and signed a 20-year
lease with the Town of Bayfield. The Town will coor-
dinate the installation of improvements. A new
boardwalk and bridge will connect with existing trails
to enhance access to the beach and for hiking, bird-
ing, fishing and winter recreation.

Trail to beach.

Bill Ferraro, former Town of Bayfield Board Supervi-
sor, spoke highly of the acquisition, “There is enthu-
siastic local support for this project to provide
better public access to the lake. Town residents have
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already volunteered to help work on the con-
struction and installation of the boardwalk,
bridge and parking lot. We have seen increased
private development of the lakefront, and it is
important to preserve access for the public.”

Wetland Features

Wetlands in this fish and wildlife area are unique
in two ways. First, they are dominated by white
cedar trees. Native stands of cedar trees were
cut during Wisconsin’s logging era, but this tree
species did not regenerate easily due to cedar’s
desirability as deer browse. The other unique
feature of the wetlands is that they are part of a
larger alluvial wetland floodplain. Wetlands along
the Wisconsin portion of the Lake Superior coast-
line are rare because of the generally steep to-
pography adjacent to the lake. 3

The newest 2.9 acre parcel is approximately 50%
upland and 50% wetland as it slowly slopes down
to the elevation of the major wetland complex
adjacent to Pikes Creek. It contains a small sec-
tion of a creek named Birch Run.

Birch Run creek at HYw 1 3.

The fish and wildlife area east of HWY 13 along
the shoreline of Lake Superior preserves the con-
fluence of Pikes and Birch Run creeks which then
merge with Lake Superior. Resident brook trout
are common in the headwaters of these creeks
which are classified as Class 1 Trout Streams and
Outstanding Resource Waters. They produce an-
nual spawning runs of approximately 1,000 rain-
bow trout and an unknown quantity of coho and
Chinook salmon.

Partners in Protection

In 1990, the WDNR purchased 16.1 acres directly
north of Captain Pike’s 1896 gift of Lake Superior
and Pikes Creek shoreline. Wisconsin Coastal Man-
agement Fund money awarded by the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration to the Depart-
ment of Administration was used to purchase an-
other 11.6 acres north and contiguous to the area in
2002. The acquisition of the additional 2.9 acres in
2010 with $15,950 in Wisconsin Great Lakes Protec-
tion funding creates a continuous parcel of approxi-
mately 44.3 acres between HWY 13 and the Lake
Superior shoreline.
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Additional fish and wildlife area lands west of HWY
13 were acquired during a similarly phased process
to protect the upstream waters of Pikes and Birch
Run creeks. Using a systematic acquisition approach
and various funding sources, the WDNR is able to
acquire integral tracks of land that protect natural
resources, fisheries and wildlife while providing sce-
nic beauty and recreation for today’s visitors and
future generations.

Photo of Captain Pike (#1980.2.636) and historical information
from Bill Gover and Robert. J. Nelson, Bayfield Heritage Asso-
ciation.

Wisconsin Department of Tourism. The Economic Impact of
Travelers On Wisconsin: Calendar Year 2010.

*|Information from John Spangberg, WDNR.
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