
ESTUARIES & COASTAL WETLANDS  
OF LAKE SUPERIOR 

*Acreages are rough estimates based on GIS and aerial photographs and do not reflect ownership or management boundaries. 

Raspberry Bay 
Approximate Size:  1,370 (wetland area:  70 acres)* 

Ownership: Bayfield County/WDNR/Red Cliff Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa  

Year Last Surveyed by WDNR/NHI: 1997 

Site Description 

The Reservation of the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa occupies the northeastern margin of the Bay-
field Peninsula. These are not public lands, and all requests for visitation or additional information must go 
through the tribal offices at Red Cliff, Wisconsin. 

 

The outstanding feature is an undisturbed wetland complex at the mouth of the Raspberry River containing 
coastal fen, coastal bog, northern sedge meadow, lagoon, and dry pine forest. Each of these communities harbors 
a diverse flora and some support significant populations of rare plants. We also obtained records of rare birds 
and butterflies while conducting vegetation survey work at these sites. Small but undisturbed stands of sedge 
meadow, alder thicket and marsh occurs along the lower stretches of the Raspberry River, which enters Lake Su-
perior at Raspberry Bay. 

 

Wave-carved sandstone cliffs and ledges are prominent and characteristic features of the northern Bayfield Pen-
insula. Some of the most extensive and ecologically significant outcroppings occur within the Reservation, but 
others occur within the boundary of the adjacent mainland unit of the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore The 
cliffs support rare plants, most of them specialists that do not occur in other habitats.  
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Additional Comments 

The site contains an exceptional wetland complex with excellent examples of communities restricted to estuarine 
environments and is flanked by rocky headlands that also have very high ecological values.  

Abbreviations and Helpful References 

GLCWC - Great Lakes Coastal Wetland Classification.- http://glc.org/wetlands/pdf/wetlands-class_rev1.pdf 

Lake Superior Binational Program - http://www.epa.gov/glnpo/lakesuperior/ 

Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa - http://www.redcliff-nsn.gov/ 

WDNR Coastal Wetlands webpages - http://dnr.wi.gov, Keyword: “coastal wetlands” 

WDNR/NHI - Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Natural Heritage Inventory Program.            
http://dnr.wi.gov , Keyword: “natural heritage” 

“Managing Woodlands on Lake Superior’s Red Clay Plain” - WDNR publication #PUB-FR-385 2007.    
http://dnr.wi.gov, Keyword: “bmp landowner guides” 

Suggested Citation 

E.J. Epstein, A. Galvin and W.A. Smith. 2002. Site Description for Raspberry Bay.  In: "A Data Compilation 
and Assessment of Coastal Wetlands of Wisconsin’s Great Lakes." PUBL ER-803 2002.  http://dnr.wi.gov, Key-
word: "coastal wetlands raspberry bay" 

Text describing this site was published previously in a 2002 WDNR publication entitled 
“A Data Compilation and Assessment of Coastal Wetlands of Wisconsin’s Great Lakes” 
by E.J. Epstein, A. Galvin and W.A. Smith.  To view this information within the context 
of the full report, go to http://dnr.wi.gov and enter the keywords “coastal wetlands.”   

This project was funded by the Wisconsin Coastal Manage-
ment Program and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Man-
agement under the Coastal Zone Management Act. 
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