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 A new series of monthly educational programs about the Rock River Basin kicks off April 14 
to highlight research and special projects underway to reduce polluted runoff.  
 The forums are sponsored by the Department of Natural Resources, University of Wisconsin-
Extension and the Rock River Coalition and are open to anyone. They are being organized to help the 
large group of stakeholders working on the Rock River Recovery Plan become familiar with projects 
aimed at reducing polluted runoff, says Suzanne Wade, UW-Extension Rock River Basin educator. 
 “People want clean water and healthy waterways, but often we don’t know how to get there," 
she says. 
 "The speakers have developed thoughtful ideas on how to engage farmers, city folks and 
agencies to make our Rock River better than it has been in generations, thus showing us how we can 
improve water quality for ourselves and our children." 
 Jim Congdon, DNR Upper Rock River Basin Supervisor, says the series of educational forums 
is intended to start the discussion "about how we as members of the Rock River Basin community can 
work together to restore water quality in the basin.” 
 The three forums will be held at the UW Extension Jefferson County office at 864 Collins Road 
in Jefferson. Each will begin at 8 a.m. with registration and presentations will run from 8:30 to 11:15 
a.m.., followed by a facilitated discussion until noon during which  forum participants will discuss how 
the basin community can use the information to move towards  cleaner, healthier lakes, streams and 
rivers in the Rock Basin. 
 In addition to the April 14, session, forums have been set for May 19 on targeting water quality 
improvements and June 9 on whether weather changes will impact the lives Rock Basin residents. For 
more information about the Rock River Recovery Educational Forums or to view a factsheet on the 
recovery effort, visit www.rockrivercoalition.org. 
April 14 forum topic: Working with farmers to reduce runoff 
 Two highlighted projects look at how a better understanding and engagement of farmers could 
result in better water quality. The first will be on understanding farmer perceptions and management 
choices for reducing runoff presented by Dr. Ken Genskow, director of the UW-Extension Basin 
Education Program and assistant professor of Urban and Regional Planning at UW-Madison.  
 UW graduate students Noelle Harden and Loka Ashwood will talk about their work to engage 
local watershed residents in controlling runoff pollution, and Tom Bernthal, DNR wetland ecologist, 
will talk about how a study of potential wetland restoration sites could help focus limited funding and 
staff resources on the best sites for improving water quality and for flood control.  
 The Rock River and many of its tributaries have water quality impairments caused by too much 
soil and excess amounts of phosphorus, a plant nutrient, which washes off of farm fields, city streets 
and construction sites. The DNR is working with citizens, city stormwater and wastewater utility staff, 
consultants, farmers and other groups to develop a plan on how to achieve better river health by 
reducing these two pollutants. The target for reducing the amount of sediment and phosphorus entering 
the river is derived from a recent report called the Total Maximum Daily Loads for Total Phosphorus 
and Total Suspended Solids in the Rock River Basin.  
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