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Many visitors know that the Northern
Highland American Legion State
Forest is a great place to recreate

during all four seasons. As Wisconsin’s largest
state property, it contains a diversity of north-
ern timber types interspersed with marshes,
and more than 900 lakes. Throughout this
year’s newspaper, you will find information
on some cool features, fun factoids, points of
interest and special locations that you might
not know can be found on the forest.

Fun Forest 

Facts

Early History. The
greatest event to shape
the Northern Highland-
American Legion State
Forest landscape
occurred some 10,000
years ago when the last
glacier retreated. The
Onto-nogan Ice Lobe
transported huge
deposits of boulders,
rocks, gravel and sand,
called “outwash.” Ice
blocks broke off the
retreating glacier, and
became stuck in the
layers of outwash. As
the ice blocks melted,
they left deep depres-
sions or “pits” that filled
with water to become
lakes. The glacier left
one of the largest con-
centrations of these
“kettle lakes” in the
world; many of them
are on the NHAL. 

The earliest evidence
of human habitation on
the NHAL area dates
back thousands of
years. Early use of the
area by native peoples
is documented through
research on over 60
sites on the NHAL
alone. The sites include
both hunting and resi-
dential camps, which
range in age from at
least the Late Archaic
period (10,000-3,000
years ago) to the Late
Woodland period
(3,000-1,000 years
ago). Characteristic fea-
tures of Woodland cul-
ture include the con-
struction of earthen
mounds, which appear
to have served both
mortuary and ceremo-
nial purposes, along
with the introduction of
horticulture. 

The Menominee,
Sioux, and Ojibwe peo-
ple occupied the NHAL
area from the earliest of
times to Euro-American
settlement. Through the
1825 Prairie du Chien
Treaty, these tribal
nations resolved their
own respective territori-
al claims and recog-
nized the NHAL area as
within Ojibwe territory.
The NHAL remains
extremely important to
the region’s Ojibwe
Tribes because it is
located on their ances-
tral homelands where
the Tribes may exercise
their rights to hunt, fish

and gather (including
wild plants and miscel-
laneous forest prod-
ucts). These rights —
guaranteed in 1837 and
1842 land cession
treaties with the United
States—help provide
for the subsistence,
cultural, medicinal and
spiritual needs of tribal
communities. The
NHAL is the largest
block of public land in
what has become
known as the “ceded
territory” where these
rights are exercised. 

In the mid-1800s,
northern Wisconsin
was heavily dominated
by mixed hardwood
forests, with several
large pineries. White
pine was the major
species logged in the
northern Lake States. In
fact, this species was
so extensive that before
its supply began to
dwindle around the turn
of the century, the term
lumbering was used
exclusively to refer to
the white pine industry.
About the time Wiscon-
sin became a state
(1848) large scale lum-
bering had begun. The
white pine harvest
reached a peak
between 1890 and
1910 when virtually all
the merchantable pine
had been cut or
destroyed by fire. 

The Northern Wis-
consin State Park, as
the 1908 acreage was
originally called, took
on a pioneering role in
starting many programs
that are important in
forestry today. Wildfires
were controlled, and an
aggressive reforestation
program began with
the first state-owned
tree nursery established
at the Trout Lake Head-
quarters in 1911. The
reforestation program
on the Northern High-
land State Forest
began that same year
with the planting of 154
acres. Tree seedling
production increased to
11 million trees per year
during the era of the
Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC), between
1933 and 1942. The
program reached its
peak in 1934 with the
planting of 4,276 acres.

Northern Highland-American Legion State Forest 

V I S I TO R ’ S  G U I D E  
2015

In 1925, the Wisconsin
Legislature created the pub-
lic forest to preserve the
headwaters of the Wiscon-
sin, Manitowish and Flam-
beau rivers – once a region
of dense towering white
pines denuded by logging
near the turn of the last cen-
tury. Retreating glaciers
10,000 years ago carved the
land’s structure, forming the
forest’s unique hills, lakes,
boulders and wetlands.

The lakes and rivers are
one of the primary features
that draw more than two
million visitors to the forest
each year. Fishing, boating,
swimming, canoeing and
kayaking are all popular
summer activities. Trails
and woods roads crisscross
the forest, providing oppor-

tunities for hiking, biking
and snowmobiling. 

Graced by some of the
most consistent snowfalls in
the state, the forest provides
more than 400 miles of
snowmobile trails that con-

nect with hundreds of more
miles of riding opportuni-
ties. There are approximate-
ly 40 miles of groomed
cross country ski trails and

Northern Highland-American Legion State Forest
4125 Forest Headquarters Road • Boulder Junction, WI 54512 • www.dnr.wi.gov

FUN FACT #1

NHAL Forest provides
multiple benefits

Welcome!

Wisconsinites care deeply about the current and future use
of public forests in Wisconsin. The Northern Highland
American Legion (NHAL) State Forest is no exception.

As the largest state-owned property, the NHAL is a vast and cher-
ished part of Wisconsin’s ecological, economic and social past, pres-
ent and future. The NHAL State Forest covers 232,000 acres located
in northern Wisconsin in Vilas, Oneida and Iron counties.

Published by The Lakeland Times, Minocqua, WI • www.lakelandtimes.com
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Frank Lake on the State Forest during autumn
not only offers great colors — it is a secluded
recreation opportunity because of its carry-in
only access.

Dean Baker photograph
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Hwy. 70 St. Germain
715-479-9150

Open Daily 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

We invite you to come
and shop with us for all
your grocery needs.
• Ice • Grocery 
• Bakery • Meat 

• Deli • Snacks • Beer 
• Liquor • Produce

Sayner
Hwy. 155

N
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FEE FISHING for Rainbow Trout in crystal clear ponds 
for the catch of a lifetime. No license required!

We have fishing gear and bait available on site.
Catch your own fresh Rainbow Trout in all sizes. You keep what you 

catch and we’ll clean them for you to eat on site or pack on ice to take home.

Families of all sizes 
are welcome...
Small and large, 
group tours...

Buses/Motorhomes 2916 Plum Lake Drive                       In Beautiful Sayner, Wisconsin

w w w . f u n n y f a r m f i s h e r i e s . c o m

OPEN FOR THE SEASON MAY 1, 2015
715.499.7135



(Left) This loon
extends its legs to keep
its brood under control
as they patrol Miekle
Lake for food. Loons
generally catch and
bring small fish to the
chicks for them to eat. 

(Right) A loon rises out
of the water to stretch
its wings. A loon chick
instinctively mimics its
parents. Many waters
on The Northern High-
land American Legion
boast returning loons
to raise families.

Dean Baker photographs
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Crocs Cabo Loafer M

Men’s,

Ladies’ &

Kid’s!

Swiftwater Sandal M

Crocs Edie Stretch Sandal
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!

CROCS, CROCS AND MORE CROCS!

NO SWEAT
715-356-3030

CC Frozen 
Clog

CC Marvel
Avengers III 

Clog

Angeline 
Flat W

Sanrah Wedge
Flip-flop Women

Many
colors,styles &
sizes!
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March 14 St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
March 21-22 Hodag Home Show 
April 4 Rhinelander Optimist 

Easter Egg 
April 25 Hunt Hops & Vines 

Beer and Wine Tasting 
June 13 Art Fair on the 

Courthouse Lawn 
June 13 Second Saturday in 

June Car Show 
June 19-21 Boom Lake Log Jam 
June 20 Herb Fest 
June 27 Hodag Run for Your 

Life 5K/10K 
July 4 4th of July Parade 

and Fireworks 
July 9-12 Hodag Country Music 

Festival 
July 17-19 Rhinelander School 

of the Arts 
July 18 YMCA of the Northwoods 

Golf Scramble 
July 30-August 2 Oneida County Fair 
August 5 Redikulus Dae 
August 15 BBBSNW Color Dash 
August 22 WILD Hodag Mini Triathlon 
August 22 Pawzitive Outdoor Games
September 5 Potatofest 
September 25-27 Hodag Musky Challenge 
October 3 YMCA of the Northwoods 

Nutty Run 
October 3 Harvest Hoedown

For These Great Events

www.ExploreRhinelander.com • 1-800-236-4FUN

Corner Storethe
2 miles west of Sayner on the corners

of Hwy N and Razorback Road

We’re
right on
the Bike

Trail!
BIKE RENTALS!

(715) 542-4250
• Ice Cream  • Gourmet Coffees
• Groceries  • Ice  • Beer • Liquor

• Firewood • Fishing & Camping Supplies

– And –

  

    

   

    
  

  

    

   

   
  

ST. GERMAIN AUTO & TRAILER, INC.ST. GERMAIN AUTO & TRAILER, INC.

Bearings • Tires • Lights • Wiring
We are also your auto repair headquarters

– PLUS –
We have the Best Looking Mechanics in town!

6251 Hwy. 70 East St. Germain
(715) 479-6900ASE Certified

Technicians

Don’t let this $10 part 
do thousands of dollars
worth of damage!

We will check and 
double check your trailer. 

Doesn’t matter what you’re hauling.

  

    

   

   
  

252 Hwy. 70 • P.O. Box 280
St. Germain, WI 54558

(715) 479-7608 • Fax: (715) 479-2763
Jennifer A. Hansen, Pharm.D.

Pharmacist Manager

Bring in this ad to receive

10% OFF
any $10.00 or more purchase*

Expires 10/31/15 *excluding prescriptions or sale items



Page 4–NHAL State Forest Visitor’s Guide - 2015

Once again we are able to produce
this newspaper in cooperation with The
Lakeland Times and we’ve worked hard
to develop new content that is responsive
to your comments. Keep them coming!
This is a fun project. And be sure to
thank our advertisers when you patron-
ize their businesses. They make it all
possible.

My most exciting news this year is
personal – we bought a travel trailer!
Late last August we bought a Heritage
Glen 282RK at Indian Shores RV Sales,
near Clear Lake. Our friends Heather
and Dennis guided my wife Mary and
me through the shopping process and
after looking at what must have been
hundreds of campers this one felt right
and was available locally. We used it
through the fall, until late October and
had a blast. Our old dog Barney really
loved it even though I had to carry him
up the steps. We look forward to spend-
ing many nights camped on the NHAL
from spring through fall. 

I can remember camping at Clear
Lake quite a bit as a youngster. We lived
in Waupaca and the trip up north was
mostly two lane highways. Hwy. 51 went
through downtown Merrill and Toma-
hawk.  One particular trip was especially
memorable. (It must have been 1970 or
1971 and it seems like the new section
was under construction.) After much
begging, my dad tied my red Huffy bike
with a banana seat on top of our

Tradewinds tent camper. I rode that bike
all over the campground. Good times!
Freedom! 

Now, 45 years later, we’ve got a brand
new paved bike trail connecting from
Indian Mounds to Clear Lake to Carroll
Lake. And the paved trail connecting
Manitowish Waters to Boulder Junction
is completed too. There’s more to come
and soon you’ll be able to bike to Mercer
and possibly Presque Isle. There are
plans to connect more of our camp-
grounds, like Upper Gresham and Jag
Group. We hear a little grumbling about
the paved trails but overall they have
been incredibly popular.

Since last year’s paper we’ve hired
some new rangers. Stan, Rob, and Neal
have been wonderful additions to our
staff and we’re glad to have them here.
Our rangers work year-round now, on
the forest and across the region on
forestry related law enforcement cases. I
felt it was important that these positions
be full-time professionals that would

develop relationships within our camp-
grounds and communities. I encourage
you to get to know them when you have
the chance. 

At the same time that we have these
rangers beginning their careers here at
NHAL we have a few retirements this
year as well. The official announcements
haven’t been made yet, as I write this
article, but three of our staff are wrap-
ping up distinguished careers. Com-
bined, they have nearly a century of
experience and we will miss their service

and comradery deeply. 
So there’s the news from my corner of

the forest. I’m sure glad you are here and
hope that your stay is all that you want it
to be. Please let me know your ideas to
make it better. Maybe we’ll get a chance
to share a campfire this summer. Stop on
by if you see me! And watch for me and
Mary on those bike trails. The red Huffy
is gone and I’m on a green Trek now.

Steve Petersen
Steven.petersen@wisconsin.gov 
715-356-5211 x225

Welcome to the Forest 
Steve

Petersen,
NHAL

Superintendent

Dean Baker photograph
Alleqaush Creek just as it empties out into Trout Lake. 
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105 South Brown St. • 715-362-5800 • mels@newnorth.net
DOWNTOWN RHINELANDER, WISCONSIN

A trip to our area would not be 
complete without a visit to

Find What You Need to Enjoy 
the Great Northwoods at

NORTHERN WISCONSIN’S 
LARGEST AND MOST COMPLETE 
SPORTING GOODS STORE
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If you have visited us within the past
few years you will have no doubt seen the
many efforts that the NHAL has taken to
provide you with an enjoyable and sustain-
able recreation experience in one of the
most beautiful places in the state. Last year
was a big year for the NHAL Recreation
program with the construction of approxi-
mately 14 miles of new paved bicycle trails
and a new boat landing. This year will also
see some exciting developments with new
toilet buildings coming to several of our
campgrounds and an extension to the Crys-
tal Lake Ranger Station.

Two new sections of paved bike trails
were constructed on the property in 2014.
Visitors to Clear Lake, Indian Mounds, and
Carrol Lake campground will find 4.5
miles of new, paved bicycle trail that, when
combined with routes along secondary
roads will connect the three campgrounds.
Also, a new section of bicycle trail was
constructed between Boulder Junction and

Manitowish Waters. This section of trail
was made possible by private donations
and is a collaboration between the NHAL
state forest, the town of Manitowish
Waters and the Manitowish Waters Bicycle
Trail Group. 

A new boat landing was also construct-
ed on Sparkling Lake last year. The new
landing was built within the wayside along
Hwy. 51 and replaces the old boat landing
that was immediately adjacent to the road.
This new landing will provide a safer loca-

tion from which to launch your boat on
Sparkling Lake and will also provide addi-
tional parking for users of the lake.

This year, you will see the installation of
many new toilet buildings in our outlying
campgrounds. As those of you who camp
with us know, many of our current toilet
buildings are very old. We are in the mid-
dle of a process to replace all of our 1960s
era pit toilet buildings with new facilities
that are clean, bright and better ventilated.
Please be patient while we complete the
installation of these buildings. Any tempo-
rary inconvenience created by their instal-
lation will be more than made up for by the
much improved facilities.

From construction projects and facility
improvements, to visitor services and daily
operations, it takes a great deal of work to
provide each of you with satisfying recre-
ational experiences on the forest. Fortunate-
ly, the NHAL is blessed with a very hard-
working and dedicated recreation team.

I hope you will take the opportunity to
talk to a member of our visitor services
staff during your visit. Our visitor services
team is led by two full-time staff: Kim
Krawczyk (Crystal Lake Ranger Station)
and Rosalie Richter (Clear Lake Ranger
Station). We are also very fortunate to have
a great group of seasonal visitor services
associates, campground hosts and resident
managers. These folks are a very friendly
bunch and a great source of information on
things to do in and around the forest. 

Another group I would like to acknowl-

edge is the operations team.  The opera-
tions team is led by four full-time employ-
ees: Dick Logan (Facilities and Grounds
Coordinator), Dan Jacoby (Boat Landings
and Water Recreation Coordinator) and
Tony Martinez (Trails Coordinator), and
our newest team member, Joe Fieweger
(Campground Coordinator). They are
joined by a dedicated group of seasonal
maintenance crew members. If you have
enjoyed a campsite, trail, boat ramp, picnic
area or any of our visitor facilities while on
the forest it is because of the hard work of
this team.

As you enjoy your time on the forest, I
encourage you to think about all of the
hard work and dedication that goes into
providing all aspects of your experience.
When you see a member of the operations
or visitor services teams, I hope you will
take the chance to say hello. I think you
will find them to be helpful, friendly, and
passionate about the work they do to pro-
vide you with the best possible recreation
experience.

I am very much looking forward to
another great year on the forest. I welcome
the chance to talk with you about what you
find special about your state forest and to
answer any questions you might have. 
Melissa Baker 
Operations and Visitor Services Supervisor
Trout Lake Forestry Headquarters
4125 County Highway M
Boulder Junction, WI 54512
715-385-355 Extension 119

Melissa
Baker,
Recreation
Program
Supervisor

Recreation Update 

  

    

   

   
  

The Soldiers of Poverty tells the true story of Mike Kerkes
who was rescued from the grips of the Great Depression
when he joined Company 692 of the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps. After gaining experience hewing beams for the
main lodge at Giant City Park in Makanda, IL, he
advanced as a lead carpenter building prairie cabins and
shelters. In 1935, this experienced company was trans-
ferred to Copper Falls State Park in Mellen, WI where Mike
was promoted to carpentry field supervisor of the main

lodge. Reads like a novel filled with humor, romance, adventure and danger
— a tribute to the men of the CCC.  $21.95

My Life to My Children by Jack Vilas is an edited memoir
originally written in 1929 but never published until now.
July 1, 2013 is the 100th anniversary of the first successful
flight over Lake Michigan (St. Joe’s, MI to Grant Park, IL)
where Jack earned himself a place in aviation history.
Enjoy page-turning descriptions of his Lake Michigan flight
in a 1913 Curtiss flying yacht and his experiences as the
first “flying fire warden” over Trout Lake in Boulder Junc-
tion. Loaded with original pictures — a must read for

lovers of pioneer aviation and northern Wisconsin history. $21.95

Rustic Reflections of Copper Falls State Park contains the
petitions to the Wisconsin Office of Historic Preservation
that placed the park site on the National Register of His-
toric Places. Copper Falls contains one of the largest col-
lections of rustic architecture from the CCC and WPA era
and also qualified for National Register status in the areas
of conservation and recreation. $9.95

  

     

   

   
  

  

    

    
   

  

With over 35 years of experience, we strive to ensure our homes are created
using environmentally responsible practices with the best quality materials and

energy conscious building techniques.

Pre-Construction Consulting, Project Management, Design, Construction Services, 
Remodeling, Additions, ICF Foundations, And Building Envelope Energy Upgrades.

Office: (715) 479-6663    Cell: (715) 891-3906
E-mail: Patrick@chequamegonconstruction.com
www.chequamegonconstruction.com

  

    

    
   

  

ALL AMERICAN VAPOR
1011A 1st Avenue (Hwy 47), Woodruff • 715-358-0738

E-Cigs • Mods • Juice

Buy 2 Juices –
get a 

3rd Juice FREE!*
OR 10% OFF

on select items in
store!

*Of equal or lesser value. Must present coupon for discount. Expires October 31, 2015

ALL JUICES MADE IN THE USA



Page 6–NHAL State Forest Visitor’s Guide - 2015

Located near the Clear Lake camp-
ground, the Raven Trail is a multi-use
trail system offering hiking and biking in
spring, summer and fall, and skiing and
snowshoeing in winter. A State Trail Pass
is required for bikers and skiers over the
age of 16. The trail tread is grass or soil
surface with moderately hilly terrain that
follows the natural topography through a
picturesque area by Hemlock, Inkpot and
Clear lakes. 

The trail system provides a variety of
distances and levels of difficulty. The
Yellow loop is a 1.5 mile long nature
trail with views of Hemlock Lake. The
Green and Blue Loops are both 3.5 miles
long and rated intermediate difficulty.
The longest section is the Red Loop and
is an expert rated 5 miles track. In the
winter, approximately 10 miles of
groomed ski trail are available with an
open style warming shelter with a fire pit
along the trail Pets are prohibited on the
nature trail during all seasons and the
other loops when groomed for skiing. 

Many changes have occurred to the
Raven Trail system over the past several
years. Signage has been updated and
bathrooms have been installed. Over the

years, I have noticed an increase in the
numbers of trail patrons involved in
mountain biking and snowshoeing. I
have been working with the Lakeland
Area Mountain Bike Organization
(L.A.M.B.O.) as well as other volunteers
to enhance the existing trails and devel-
op new trails. We have been working to
provide sustainable and challenging fea-
tures to the trail to support these growing
trends. A mountain bike skills area has
been developed across from the Raven
trailhead. Approximately one mile of
trail has been constructed with structures
built that range from beginner to expert
difficulty, helping beginners safely learn
fundamental mountain biking skills and
challenging experienced riders as well.

These structures include berms, log
rides, teeter-totters, drops, bridges and
other features. 

A single track mountain bike loop has
been being constructed over the last sev-
eral years and will be finished and signed
this year. This loop is a blend of tight,
twisty technical areas with smooth flow-
ing areas. In the winter, this loop
becomes a snowshoe trail leaving from
and returning to the Raven Trailhead. 

Other loops of the Raven Snowshoe
Trails were developed two years ago
when a portion of the mountain bike loop
was completed. The trail consists of
three loops: a 0.6 mile, a 1.1 and a 2.1

mile loop. The trail head for these trails
is located in the Clear Lake picnic area
off of Hwy. J. 

You may have noticed the amount of
paved trails in the northwoods has been
increasing. Last fall the forest construct-
ed a paved trail to link up three of our
campgrounds: Indian Mounds, Clear
Lake, and Carrol Lake. This trail uses
portions of the Raven Trail.

I hope your visit to the Northern
Highland American Legion State Forest
keeps you coming back again and again.
Comment boxes are located at all trail-
heads. Feel free to leave a comment and
let us know about your experience.

Explore the Raven Trail
Tony

Martinez,
Trails

Coordinator

Dean Baker photograph
There are many beautiful views of Hemlock Lake from the Raven Trail.  

 

   

 

 

        

         
           

       

  

    

    
   

  

TENDER TOUCH MASSAGE

11117 Kern Lane Above “Arbor Vitae” sign
715-358-6900

EEnnhhaannccee yyoouurr 
NNoorrtthhwwooooddss eexxppeerriieennccee

wwiitthh aa
TTEENNDDEERR TTOOUUCCHH 

MMAASSSSAAGGEE

Steel DDeessiiggnn,, Inc.
TRAILERS • PIERS • DOCKS

• Trailer parts for 2000# to 
6000# trailers
• Trailer repairs
• Wheel alignment
• Custom built trailers
• Competitve prices

1190 Hwy. 47 N. – Arbor Vitae www.steeldesigninc.com 715-356-7829

YYoouurr llooccaall ttrraaiilleerr ssppeecciiaalliisstt

  

    

   

   
  

D.H. Docks
Aluminum Construction

4’x10’ 
Vinyl or Cedar Decking

  

    

   

   
  

1,960 sq. ft. 3BR, 2.5BA, full basement, furnished, attached 3 car
garage. Call for appointment to see this beauty. $289,900

PRE-OWNED HOMES

1406 ARBOR VITAE LANE
16' x 70' Highland, Newer Roof,
2BR 2BA, storage shed.
$19,900

36
years 

in

Arbor Vitae

HERITAGE PROW 2BR, 2BA,
open concept, wood ceiling,
cedar siding. Perfect for your
lake lot. Stop in and see this
new model today.

NEW HERITAGE 
MODULAR 3BR, 2BA,
den, open concept, dry-
wall T/O, tray ceiling, cor-
ner shower.

1357 ARBOR VITAE LN 2BR,
appliances, deck, garage. 
Just $29,500 NOW $25,000

1387 ARBOR VITAE LN
2 BR, 2 BA, porch, storage, C/A,
newer water heater & furnace.
$10,000 OBO

1385 ARBOR VITAE LANE 
2BR, 2BA, NEW roof, carpet,
door, windows, deck, paint and
C/A. Just $21,900

1393 ARBOR VITAE LANE 
3BR, 2BA, Like New 16'x80',
large deck. $34,500

NOW $31,500

1347 ARBOR VITAE LANE
3BR, 2BA, appliances, central air,
attached garage, deck. $72,500

Majestic
Home in
Timber
Ridge

Hwy. 70 East • Arbor Vitae (1/4 Mile East of Hwy. 51 North) www.avhomes.com

888-901-3911 Call 715-356-7603
or Toll-Free 888-901-3911

• Tubs & Showers • Central Air • Furnaces
• Water Heaters • Doors • Windows & More!

Your lot or ours!

1370 BETHEL DRIVE
28'x56', 3BR, 2BA, New roof, fire-
place, whirlpool. $68,900

New Listing!

See us last before you buy ...
Come in and say hello!

Servicing the whole Northwoods!
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Welcome back to the state forest, or if you are a first
time visitor I hope you enjoy all the recreational opportu-
nities the area has to offer and will come back and see us
soon. As you explore the forest I hope you will take time
to visit with one of our rangers. They will be happy to stop
and chat with you. Their knowledge can help you with a
tip about the best hiking trails or where the fish are biting,
as well as any questions you may have about forest rules.

For several years in a row our largest number of
complaints comes from two main areas: visitor noise in
the campgrounds and pets. Our forest rules state that
visitors cannot engage in “boisterous or unreasonably
loud” conduct. While there are signs in the camp-
grounds stating that quiet hours are from 11 p.m. – 6
a.m., there are no laws or rules that specify those times

and they are guidelines for visitors. The rangers enforce
noise rules and respond to noise complaints at all times
of the day, and as we get into the evening hours and
people start settling into their campsites for the
evening, rangers will enforce the noise rules more
closely. Visitors come to the forest for many reasons,
quiet and solitude being one of them. Please be aware
of your camping partys noise level and be considerate
of others in the campgrounds. When campers start set-
tling into bed for the evening your campsite’s noise
level should not be heard on a neighboring site. 

Our pet regulations specify that pets are not allowed
in any building, picnic area, designated swimming beach
area, or nature trail. They must be on a leash and under
control at all times, and cannot be left unattended (our

most common pet complaint). The following are some
specific areas on the forest that are popular with visitors
where pets are and are not allowed: Crystal Lake – the
entire lake shore is a designated beach and pets are not
allowed (even by the campground), nor are they allowed
in the picnic area. Muskie Lake Pet Area – The area by
the nature center, across the road from Crystal Lake
beach picnic area, is a designated pet area. Pets are wel-
come and it’s very close to the Crystal Lake beach. Fire-
fly Lake – Pets are allowed along the lake except in the
beach/picnic area on the middle campground loop. Clear
Lake Campground – Pets are not allowed in the area
from the boat landing to the beach/picnic area, and con-
tinuing around to the end of the “ski beach.” 

In another area of this newspaper there is informa-
tion about the firewood rules and the growing danger of
forest pests that ride along on firewood brought to the
forest. There is locally sourced firewood for sale in
many of the campgrounds, but did you know that if you
are a registered camper you can collect firewood for
your campsite from just about anywhere on the forest
for free? In the campgrounds you can use any dead-
and-down wood you find and outside of the camp-
grounds you can collect any dead wood as long as you
don’t take it from a loggers pile on a timber sale. 

I hope you will help us reduce the complaints on
noise and pets, and have a safe and enjoyable visit to
your state forest. Please contact me anytime with ques-
tions or concerns. 

Brett Bockhop, Ranger Supervisor
Clear Lake Ranger Station
8282 Woodruff Rd.
Woodruff, WI 54568
Phone 715-356-4752
Brett.Bockhop@wisconsin.gov

Rangers Working for You

Hospital – Howard Young Medical Center,
Woodruff, 715-356-8000

Clinic – Marshfield Clinic, Minocqua, 715-358-
1000

Ambulance – dial 911
Fire – dial 911
Disturbances – In case of a civil disturbance, noti-

fy the nearest Ranger Station, DNR office, or if nec-
essary phone the Sheriff’s Department (911). Be sure
to write down auto license numbers, make and model
of cars, campsite numbers, etc.

Clear Lake Ranger Station: 715-356-3668
Crystal Lake Ranger Station: 715-542-3923
Severe weather – In case of severe weather, visi-

tors should check for updates at the Ranger Stations
or tune radios to the following stations: 92.5 WJJQ
(Tomahawk), 94.5 WRJO (Eagle River), 95.9
WMQA (Minocqua), 98.3  WCQM (Park Falls) or
99.7 WIMI (Ironwood/Hurley).

Telephone – There is a public pay phone located in
many of the small towns in the area. Emergency tele-
phones are available at the ranger stations during
open hours. Resident managers and campground
hosts have cellphones for emergencies.

Office Hours – The Clear Lake and Crystal Lake
ranger stations are open daily 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.
from Memorial Day to Labor Day. From mid-May
to Memorial Day and again from Labor Day to the
end of September the ranger stations are open daily
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The rest of the year, the ranger
stations are open as staffing allows, and usually at
least one station is open each day except holidays.
For Clear Lake call 715-356-3668, or for Crystal
Lake call 715-542-3923. The forest superintendent
is located at the Woodruff Service Center at 715-
356-5211, ext. 225. Other forest operations are han-
dled out of the Trout Lake Forest Headquarters at
715-385-2727.   

Emergency information

 

   

 

 

        

         
           

       

Bait
Shop
&

Fishing
Guides

Conveniently Located – Corner of Hwy 51 & Hwy 70E
www.DeweyCatchEmAndHow.com

11085 Hwy. 70E
Arbor Vitae, WI 54568 Cell (715) 892-2751

Because Fishing Should Be Fun!

Tested
fishing tackle
that works
locally

Summer hours:  5:30am-8:00pm

�Live Bait – Minnows, Bugs,
Grubs, Crawlers & Leeches!

�Over 40,000 Jigs In Stock!

�Professional Guides On Staff
For Advice!

�Convenient Location 
Plenty Of Parking For Your Rig!

  

    

   

   
  

LIBKE AUTO 
SPECIALIST LLC
715-356-9008 • 9201 Hwy. J. • Minocqua

www.libkeauto.com • Hrs. M-F 8-5

We’re Your Full Service
Repair &  Maintenance 

Auto Shop!
We also offer:
Free Rental Cars

Wi-Fi
Early Bird Drop Box
and Shuttle Service

  

 
    

   

   
  

Hoggie Doggie’s
Snack Shack, LLC

Corner of 47 & J Woodruff, WI 54568
Phone 715-356-5938  •  www.hoggiedoggies.com

Enjoy dining in our park-like setting.
Featuring our “Chicago-Style” Dogs,

“Ho-Made” Fries and MORE!

“Soft Serve &
Sandwich Creations!”™

WE HAVE ICE & LOCAL 
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

      

    

   

   
  

Hours: Tues. - Thur. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Fri. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sat. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Needles, Notions & buttons
Roving, felting supplies

Handmade items available
Affordable yarn – many brands

Classes & help available!

9404 Hwy. J, Woodruff, WI
715-358-3787

  

    

   

   
  

Like us on Facebook – Debbys Farm Market
727 Hwy. 51 North, Woodruff, just north of Hwy. 47  Open at 9:00 am

Everything from Soup to Nuts

Annual Bedding Plants
Syrup, Jams
Dairy & Cheese
Apple Cider

Amish Goods
Pancake Mixes
Wild Rice
Elk, Bison 

Venison
Coffee 
Produce
Organic Produce

715-356-4264

Also What’s
Up North

Resale!

Hanging Flower Baskets • Soups N Sandwiches to go

  

    

    
   

  

  

    

    
   

  

Skylark Motel
Your Hosts:

Ken & Nancy Breezer
Wireless Internet 
Air Conditioning

Fish Cleaning Area

Highway 51 P.O. Box 731
Woodruff, WI 54568

715-356-5558 • Fax: 715-356-3948
Email: skylark_motel@frontier.com

w w w. s k y l a r k m o t e l . n e t



FUN FACT #2
BY KIMBERLY KRAWCZYK

CRYSTAL LAKE RANGER
STATION MANAGER

Cathedral Point. Cathe-
dral Point is a beautiful tim-
bered point on the very short
narrow section between the
North and South basins of
Trout Lake. Many of the
pines on the east shore of
the lake are 120-130 feet tall.
It’s a great spot for a picnic
or a shore lunch. There’s a
rise in elevation at the point
of a 100 feet or so, which
allows for fantastic views of
the lake between the huge
old white pines. Cathedral
Point is Located south of
Boulder Junction just off
Highway M. Look for Cathe-
dral Point Lane next to the
Trout Lake Forestry Head-
quarters building. You can
park near here and take a
beautiful walk or drive to the
end of the lane where there
is another parking lot. 
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Always keep a clean camp. 
Use a designated camping area. 
Don’t leave food out when not in use.

Store it in bear-resistant storage unit, hard-
shelled vehicle or car trunk. 

Set up tents with space between them. 
Keep pets on a leash.
Keep your sleeping area, tent and sleep-

ing bag free of food and odors. 
Don’t sleep in clothes you were wearing

while you cooked food. 
Keep a flashlight readily available. 
Don’t leave dirty utensils around the

campsite.
Before going to bed, place garbage in

dumpsters provided by the campground.

Stay far away from bear traps
Although it’s tempting to check out the

bear traps we have set out to catch our nui-
sance bears, our attempts to capture will be
much more successful if everyone steers
clear of the traps. Please don’t add to Law
Enforcement Ranger duties by forcing us to
monitor traps for people as well as bears. 

Frightening black bears
Black bears are occasionally encountered

on trails or at campsites. In most cases bears
can be frightened away, but be sure they
have an obvious and large escape route. Use
sticks, rocks, frying pans, or whatever is
available to frighten the animal away. They
can usually be frightened away by shouting,
clapping hands, or throwing objects. Such
actions can be augmented by the noise of
pots banging. 

It is important to attempt to determine the
motivation of the offending bears. Habituat-
ed, food-conditioned bears can be very dan-
gerous. Aggressive behavior toward a black
bear should not be carried so far as to threat-
en the bear and elicit an attack. 

Black bear encounters
Black bears should always be considered

unpredictable and potentially dangerous. A
black bear will usually detect your presence
and flee the area before you notice unless the
bear has been conditioned to people and
their foods. 

If a black bear is visible, but not close,
alter your route so that you will move away
from its area. 

If a black bear approaches, do not run.
Remain calm, continue facing the bear and

slowly back away. If the bear continues to
approach, try to group together and pick up
small children. Try to scare the bear away by
shouting and acting aggressively. 

If a black bear attacks, it is suggested to
fight back using everything in your power,
fists, sticks, rocks, and E.P.A. registered
bear pepper spray. To this date, there is no
recorded report of a black bear attacking a
human on the Northern Highland American
Legion State Forest.

Camping in bear country

Michele Woodford photograph

  

    

   

   
  

131 Milwaukee St., P.O. Box 905, Minocqua, WI 54548
www.campanilecenter.org         715.356.9700

2015
JOHN McCUTCHEON: March 11, Wednesday, 7 p.m. Folk singer,
songwriter, storyteller, instrumentalist; a master of each! His
anecdotes will entertain as much as his music. Adults $20,
Students $10

THE CHIPPER EXPERIENCE! Where COMEDY & MAGIC Collide:
March 22, Sunday, 2 p.m.  A little magic, a little comedy, and a
whole lotta fun. Truly a family friendly outing. Adults $20, Students
$10 

THE McCARTNEY YEARS:  April 8, Wednesday, 7 p.m. Playing
music from the Beatles to Wings, this group will make you think
you're hearing the originals. Adults $20, Students $10

SPRING BAND CONCERT: April 26, Sunday, 1 p.m. The Lakeland
Community Concert Band performs their spring concert as they
recreate the 1920's style concert of John Philip Sousa's band when
he came to town. Suggested minimum donation $5. 

THE HOT CLUB OF COWTOWN: April 29, Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Country with a swing. Throw in a little gypsy jazz. This group will
keep your toes a tappin'! Adults $20, Students $10 

FEELIN’  GROOVY with JIM WITTER: May 7, Thursday, 7 p.m.
Back by your request with a different show. This one focuses on
all of the music of Simon & Garfunkel from the 60's. Not to be
missed. Adults $20, Students $10 

SPRING CHORUS CONCERT: May 10, Sunday, 2 p.m. The
Campanile Chorus and small ensembles present their portion of
the spring concert. Suggested minimum donation $5.

MIPSO: June 9, Tuesday, 7 p.m. Renegade traditionalists push the
Appalachian folk tradition into new territory. Ringing four-part har-
monies. Adults $20, Students $10

DOO WAH RIDERS: July 14, Tuesday, 7 p.m. Country with a
unique original sound. For over 30 years they've been riding their
own patch  of the musical range . Adults $20, Students $10

RED HOT CHILLI PIPERS: August 11, Tuesday, 7 p.m. Get ready
again!!! This band invented the term Bagrock. Three pipers and a
six piece backup band --- one of Sir Paul McCartney’s favorites.
They will rock the house. All tickets $25.

  

    

   

   
  

Lost in the Woods
A New Women’s Boutique

Elegant, Affordable
Clothing • Jewelry • Accessories

Home Decor, Antiques
Featuring local area artists

Jewelry Candles by “Marie”
Beautiful Jewelry in Every Candle

$25

�

�

Located in 
Downtown Minocqua

in the Trainstation Shops
Open 7 days a week — Memorial Day-Labor Day

Lost in the Woods
Boutique

  

    

   

   
  

Located Downtown Minocqua In the Old Train Depot 715.358.5989

Nails in the Woods
Salon & Boutique

Open Monday-Saturday • Memorial Day - Labor Day
Walk-ins welcome

“get nai ed”
by over 30 years of 

combined experience!
We welcome groups & wedding parties!

3 Pedicure Chairs & Nail Techs!

Pedicure & 
Manicures 

$50
Gel Manicures $25
Over 100 colors!

Pink & White Full Sets
$50

Refills $30
Regular Acrylic

$25

Visit our new spa collection 
of Pajamas/Robes and Natural Soap

Looking for a Nail Tech?

ANGIE & LEILA SUE’S SPECIALTY

Acrylic Full Sets $35

  

    

   

    
  

$1.00 OFF*
20# or 30#
Cylinder Fills

Joe & Nancy Ritchie
8783 Hansen Road • Minocqua, WI 54548 • 715-356-3245

*One coupon per person, per visit. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 9/30/15

�

The only locally owned fuel and propane
supplier in the Northwoods.

  

    

   

   
  

Kitchenware,
Fine Wines 
& Gifts

OOllddee MMiinnooccqquuaa
DDeeppoott

771155--335566--77444477FFrroomm

UUtteennssiillss ttoo CCooookkwwaarree && EEvveerryy
tthhii
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BBee
tt ww
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nn!!

Yo
ur

Nor
thwoods Kitchen Sto

re

Not a happy camper
because you forgot your 
cooking utensils at home?

No worries!
We have them and so
much more to make 

your camping week FUN!

  

    

   

   
  

9832 Plaza Drive, Minocqua (Next to Walmart)

715-356-6930
Tue-Sat 6am-2pm      Sun 7am-1pm

New Pick-UpWindow
Phone in your order & pick it up

Hot & Fresh with no waiting in line!

Enter Your 
Dog Photo for

Monthly
Drawings!

BREAKFAST SPECIALS
& LUNCH SPECIALS



FUN FACT #3
BY KIMBERLY KRAWCZYK

CRYSTAL LAKE RANGER STATION MANAGER

Freshwater Jellyfish. The freshwater jellyfish found
in Wisconsin are one of several species of Craspedacus-
ta native to China. Two species (C. sowerbii and C.
sinensis) live in the Yangtze River - the world’s third
longest river and one so vast it makes the Wisconsin
River seem like a trout stream. Freshwater jellyfish were
first reported in North America as early as 1884. Sight-
ings in Wisconsin date back to 1969. Much more
remains to be learned about these fascinating creatures.
Although they probably evolved from estuarine species,
themselves descendants of ocean jellyfish, little is known
about the evolution of freshwater jellyfish. That’s
because jellyfish leave no fossil records. Sightings of
freshwater jellyfish have been reported in 97 Lakes and
Rivers in Wisconsin including Big Carr Lake, Big Kitten
Lake and Clear Lake which are located on the NHAL.
Look for jellyfish during dry and hot summers, typically
from early August to mid-September. Sunny days are
especially good for spotting jellyfish. Where do you look
for Jellyfish? Just below the surface of the water where
they will be gently floating or swimming. They often sur-
face in large numbers called “blooms.”

Jellyfish like water between 65-75 degrees F. If the
water surface of a lake becomes warmer than 75, as
many of our lakes do during afternoons, they congregate
lower near the bottom of the lake. Keep in mind, sight-
ings are very rare.
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By Melissa Baker
Recreation Supervisor

If you visited the NHAL in
2012, you may have encountered a
group of students from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin at Stevens Point
conducting visitor research. The
purpose of their project was to help
us understand our visitors’ expec-
tations and use. Here are a few
highlights of the results of that
project.

Most visitors to the NHAL are
repeat visitors with long use histo-
ries. In fact, of the people who
were contacted for the survey, 90
percent were repeat visitors. Many
of our visitors reported that they
had first come to the forest with
their parents and now come with
their children and grandchildren.

With many visitors having tradi-
tions of coming to the forest with
their families, it is not surprising
that the majority of visitors report-
ed that the NHAL was important to
them for being with family and cre-
ating memories.

The survey results also told us a
bit about visitors’ preferences
regarding their recreational experi-
ence on trails, campground, and
lakes. The majority of survey
respondents engaged in multiple
activities while visiting the forest
including camping, fishing, swim-
ming, hiking, and bicycle riding. 

Visitors to our modern camp-
grounds along the bike trail highly
value nature and social experiences
(particularly with family and
friends) with opportunities for
physical fitness. Visitors to our
outlying campgrounds and to lakes
that do not allow for motorized
access highly valued nature and
escape. Those visiting no- motor
lakes also valued physical fitness. 

In the winter, our primary
respondents were visitors to our
cross country ski trails. These visi-
tors were also long-time users of
the forest who highly valued nature
and physical fitness. They tended
to be local day users who came in
smaller groups (usually two peo-
ple).

We thank all of our visitors who
participated in this study. The
information above, along with all
of the other information in the final
report, will be useful to us as we
get closer to revising our property
master plan in 2020. In future
years, you may see more research
efforts to understand the needs of
our recreation visitors. If you do
happen across someone collecting
visitor information for the forest, I
would encourage you to take the
time to participate. This is your
forest and our ability to manage is
strongly enhanced when we can
understand your recreational
needs. 

Getting to know you

  

    

   

   
  

Black Bear
Bar & Grill

�

B reakfast 8am - Noon • 7 Days a Week!

Come try ‘em for yourself!

$300 OFF
ANY LARGE PIZZA

Black Bear Bar & Grill

Not valid with specials or any other coupon Expires 9/30/15

Black Bear
Bar & Grill
11045 Hwy. 70 W., Minocqua • (715) 358-2116 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 8:00 AM

LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY SATURDAY!

Call for Band Schedule

Home of the Best
BBQ RIBS & PIZZA

Around!
Plus, Great Burgers, Pastas, 

Appetizers & Cold Beer!TIKI
BAR!

EEaatt WWeellll
LLiivvee WWeellll
BBee WWeellll

TThhee LLaakkeellaanndd AArreeaa’’ss oonnllyy 

     
   

    

       

www.wildberrymarket.org

    
    

            
       

WE CARRY ORGANIC 
PRODUCE, NATURAL

& ORGANIC GROCERY,
SUPPLEMENTS 
& MUCH MORE! 

Grab & Go Deli or made to
order sandwiches &
organic Smoothies

9699 Hwy 70 West
(the former radio shack building)

Minocqua, Wisconsin

Open Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sunday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

715-356-2635 • Fax: 715-356-3871
wildberry@nnex.net

  

    

    
   

  

Largest Selection of Live Bait,
Rods, Reels, Tackle, Fillet Knives, 

Lake Maps, Lacrosse Boots,
Muck Boots, Fishing Licenses,

Firewood, Kindling, Ice,
Beer & Liquor

FOR ALL YOUR FISHING NEEDS!

KURT’S
ISLAND

SPORTSHOP
MINOCQUA

AREA’S TOP GUIDE SERVICE

  

    

   

   
  

Open 7 Days a Week
824 Hwy 51 N. • Minocqua • 715- 356-4797

  

    

   

   
  

NEED A RIDE IN TO TOWN?

� Fully Insured
� Locally Owned & Operated
� Door to Door Taxi Service
� Airport Transportation
� Errand Service
� Senior, Military & Student Discounts
� Small Package & Food Delivery
� Corporate Bookings & Billing
� Advanced Bookings & Reservations
� Mobile WiFi Hotspot

Lakeland Area’s
Premier Taxi Service
Serving the Northwoods since 2001

For immediate service or reservations:

715-892-TAXI (8294) • 715-358-9843
www.upnorthtaxi.com

• Reasonable Rates
• Advance Bookings 

& Reservations
• Quick Service
• Fully Insured
• Locally Owned & Operated
• Door to Door Taxi Service
• Airport Transportation
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Have you ever reached the end of a two-week
camping trip to the NHAL and wished you could
stay just a little bit longer? While our camping reg-
ulations require that we have a two-week stay limit
within a campground, there is a way that you can
stay on a single site on the forest for five weeks.

Become a campground host!
Our campground hosts are an integral part of

management here on the forest. They provide visi-
tor services by answering questions and giving out
information. They also help with our firewood sales
and light maintenance of the campgrounds. The

required time commitment for campground hosts
is 15 hours of work per week for five weeks. In
return, campground hosts are provided a camp-
site free of charge for the length of their term. 

Most of our campground hosts are so happy
with their positions that they return year after
year. In fact, some of our hosts have been coming
here as either a visitor or a host for most of their
lives. We do, however, usually have 2-4 openings
for hosts each year. In fact, at the time this news-
paper went to print we still had late summer
openings in Cunard and South Trout Camp-
grounds.

If you would like more information on becom-
ing a campground host, I encourage you to talk
with the host at your campground. If it sounds
like the opportunity for you, please contact Joe
Fieweger at 715-385-3355 extension 113, or
joseph.fieweger@wisconsin.gov.

Be a part of the NHAL family:
Become a campground host 

FFUUNN FFAACCTT ##44 
BY KIMBERLY KRAWCZYK

CRYSTAL LAKE RANGER STATION MANAGER

State Natural Areas (SNA). Thirty- four of the state’s 673
SNAs are located on the Northern Highland American Legion
State Forest. State natural areas (SNAs) protect outstanding
examples of Wisconsin’s native landscape of natural communi-
ties, significant geological formations and archeological sites.
Wisconsin’s natural areas are valuable for research and educa-
tional use, the preservation of genetic and biological diversity and
for providing benchmarks for determining the impact of use on
managed lands. They also provide some of the last refuges for
rare plants and animals. The following SNAs located on the
NHAL: #508 - Allequash Lake and Pines, #127 - Aurora Lake,
#512 - Big Swamp, #34 - Bittersweet Lakes, # 49 - Black Tern
Bog, #506 - Camp Lake and Pines, #501 - Catherine Lake Hem-
lock-Hardwoods, #189 - Day Lake, #507 - Devine Lake and Mis-
honagon Creek, #237 - Dunn Lake, #502 - DuPage Lake Peat-
lands, #187 - Frog Lake and Pines, #107 - Johnson Lake Barrens
and Springs, #509 - Lake Alva Birch-Hemlock, #500 - Lake Laura
Hardwoods, #108 - Lost Canoe, #264 - Mary Lake, #672 - Nell
Lake, #186 - Nixon Lake, #503 - Papoose Creek Pines, #26 -
Plum Lake Hemlock Forest, #513 - Rainbow Wetlands, #504 -
Rice Creek, #514 - Shallow Lake, #185 - Stone Lake Pines, #510
- Tomahawk Lake Hemlocks, #22 - Toy Lake Swamp, #21 - Trout
Lake Conifer Swamp, #505 - Trout River, #511 - Two Lakes Pine-
Oak Forest, #673 - Van Vliet Hemlocks, #188 - Wind Pudding
Lake, #588 - Lower Tomahawk River Pines, #239 - Tomahawk
River Pines. You can find detailed information on each of these
SNAs by looking them up by number, county, or name on the
DNR website at http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/naturalareas/

EXPERIENCE OUR NEW ONE-STOP MARKET! 

  

    

   

   
  

Award-winning Wisconsin Cheeses, Artisan Bread, Wisconsin Craft Beer
Full line of quality Wine, Beer and Liquor! Daily Specials!

THE FINEST FRESH-CUT PRIME AND CHOICE MEATS

TJ’s BUTCHER BLOCK & MARKET
Est. 1949

715.356.5258 • 8762 Hwy 51 N Minocqua
Near the intersection of Hwy. 51 & Cty. J

Artisan Breads

Choice Steaks

Wisconsin Cheese

Fine Wine

BRAT FRY
Every Friday • 11-2 Memorial Day – Labor Day

• Brats • Burgers • Steaks • Snacks 
• Bakery • Milk • Soda • Beer

Your Grilli
n’

Headquart
ers! 

$1.00 OFF Brat Fry
Expires 8/28/15

PORTBJ’SS
PORTSHO
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RTSHOP

OPSPORTSH
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RTRENTALS
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715.356.3900  |  917 HWY 51 N  |  MINOCQUA, WI

When you’re serious about fun!

TUBES
SWIMSUITS
WATERSKIS

KNEEBOARDS
WAKEBOARDS

PADDLEBOARDS

Daily ren
tals • W

eekly re
ntal disc

ounts

Rental h
ours: Da

ily 9am-
5pm; Su

nday 9a
m-3pm

TREK COMFORT
BICYCLES

TREK YOUTH BIKES
(helmets included)

We’re your bicycle rental headquarters!

  

    

   

   
  

715-892-4986
ECPServices@yahoo.com

• All Carpentry
• Remodeling
• Exterior Paint & Stain
• Roofing
• Decks
• Siding
• Tile & Wood Floors
• Garages
• Sunrooms
• Care Taking
• Roof Washing

• Boat In & Out 
(25’ Pontoon Trailer)

• Piers In & Out
• Firewood Splitting
• Brush Cutting
• Bobcat Work
• Rubbish Removal
• Lawn Care
• Snow Plowing
• Fall & Spring Clean Up

ENJOY 

NATURE’S 

BEAUTY

WHILE WE

COMPLETE

YOUR 

PROJECTS

Reasonable Rates • Insured • References

  

    

    
   

  

July 24-25-26

Air conditioned for those
hot days & something to do
when you can’t go outside –

  

    

   

   
  

Hwy. 51 South, Minocqua  715-356-7779

Hot & Humid?
Cold & Rainy?

BOWLING • FOOD
POOL TABLES • ARCADE

The Bowling Alley is

Always Fun!

Automatic
Scoring

     

    

   

   
  

509 Oneida St. 
Minocqua Wisconsin

715.356.6134

EAT WELL, LAUGH OFTEN, LIVE LIFE...
DANCE TO THE MUSIC!

Relax and enjoy a cold beer, great
food in our Outdoor Beer Garden. 

Live music all summer. 
Call for schedule.  OPEN DAILY!

REDUCE
REUSE

RECYCLE



REDUCE
REUSE

RECYCLE
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The safety of forest visitors is a prior-
ity so please be careful at all times and
please impress safety precautions on your
children. Following are some precautions
to keep in mind.
Swimming — Swim safely. Swim at a

designated beach where available. None
of the forest beaches have lifeguards.

Don’t swim alone, at night, or in unfa-
miliar places. Use caution when wading
in unknown waters, as water depth may
change abruptly. Watch small children
closely near the water.
Boating/Canoeing — Every boat and

canoe must carry a Coast Guard
approved lifesaving device for each per-
son aboard, and passengers should wear
lifejackets at all times. Don’t overload
your craft. When boating, be aware of
your wake and stay well away from
swimmers. Please do not power load
boats. If you coast on and trim up – this
will help keep the lake bottom in place.
Hiking — Hike safely. Be aware that

trails vary in difficulty. Not all trails are
surfaced. There may be steep climbs or
descents or stairways. Watch small chil-
dren closely. Trail surfaces can become
slippery when wet or covered by leaves
or pine needles, or where there is loose
gravel.
Biking — For your protection, wear

shoes, pant-leg clips and helmet when
bicycling. Wear reflective clothing for
bicycling at night. Keep your bike under
full control at all times. Pull off the road
or trail to view wildlife, flowers or scenic
views. Be cautious in areas with loose
gravel or sand, wet leaves, or other loose
material. Always be alert to traffic. Park
and forest roads follow the terrain and

often have steep grades, corners and
intersections. Burrowing animals may
leave bumps and holes in the trail. Bikes
are not allowed on developed nature or
hiking trails.
Skiing — Be aware that groomed

trails cannot always be groomed on a
daily basis. The quality of groomed trails
can vary depending on heavy use, weath-
er and terrain. Skiers should not ski
beyond their abilities or allow speed to
build up beyond the skier’s ability to con-
trol their decent.
Plants — Never eat berries or plant

parts unless you are certain of their iden-
tity.
Severe weather — The time to pre-

pare for severe weather is before the
storm hits. Please develop a plan with
your family on what you will do if threat-
ening weather approaches.

Questions to consider
• What county and city are you visit-

ing?
• Where will you go if threatening

weather is approaching?
• How will you find out if a storm is

moving toward your area? 
• How will you receive warnings and

forecasts before the storm strikes? A
brochure on Severe Weather Information
from the National Weather Service is
available at the ranger stations.

Safety first on the NHAL FUN FACT #5
BY KIMBERLY KRAWCZYK

CRYSTAL LAKE RANGER
STATION MANAGER

Scotch Pines. Ever wonder about
those pines that look like they have flakey
orange bark peeling off? Those are
Scotch Pines. Scotch, also called Scots
Pine, (Pinus sylvestris) is one of the most
widely distributed conifers in the world.
Its native range spans from western Scot-
land to eastern Siberia and from northern
Scandinavia to southern Spain. They are
not native to Wisconsin but were intro-
duced when the first state-owned tree
nursery established at Trout Lake began
an aggressive program to reforest the
cutover that was northern Wisconsin. 

Why Scotch Pine? The seed from the
native and preferred red pine was only
available by harvesting it locally. Originally,
cones were collected and spread out on
sheets to dry. The seeds were extracted
by shaking the sheets. This primitive
method resulted in minimal amounts of
red pine seed and ran up the cost of the
seed considerably. Scotch pine seed was
available from Europe at a cheap price. It
was also chosen because of the tree’s
ability to thrive and grow in almost any
type of soil. The Scotch pine seedlings
were mixed with red pine in plantation
establishment to stretch the limited quan-
tities of red pine available. Since there
was very little red pine available, some
pure stands of Scotch were planted. It
was originally intended that the Scotch
pine would be removed in early thinnings.
Some large Scotch pines can still be
found throughout the forest, but as it is
not a desirable pulp tree, tends to grow
crookedly in our Wisconsin forests, and it
is not native, their removal is an ongoing
process.

Ruffed grouse

Dean Baker photograph
A ruffed grouse looks in this deciduous tree for emerging spring buds
to eat. Their habitat include areas that are regenerating from burning
and timber harvest. 

  

    

   

   
  



Calling All ANTIQUERS
and TREASURE HUNTERS!

Visit these unique Northwoods Antique Shops...
You’ll never know what you may find!!!

1. Second Hand Rose
2. Ages Past Antique Mall
3. Minocqua Antique Company
4. Gaslight Antiques & Collectables
5. Little Red Shed
6. Perennial Antiques
7. B&B Resale
8. Spanky’s Clubhouse
9. The Thrifty Drifters

Map to area Antique Shops

SECOND HAND
ROSE 

ANTIQUES
Complete line of Antiques,

Collectibles & Vintage Clothing

1309 Lincoln Street, Rhinelander
Usually Open 10-5, Mon. – Sat.

(715) 369-2626
Rosemary Shalbreck

Es
tate

Sales Appraisals

ANTIQUE MALL and COLLECTIBLES
Spaces and cases full of primatives, vintage, advertising,

lighting, furniture, mid-century, sports, toys, etc.

8536 Hwy. 51, Minocqua • (715) 356-6767
North of the Boardwalk Shoppes next to Minocqua Furniture

Open Daily at 10am • 7 days a week

Upper level easily 
accessible by 

elevator & stairs

& Collectables

Open
7 days
a week!

Over 100 Dealers • 16,000 sq. ft.
Located in the Gaslight Square Mall
Hwy. 51, Downtown Minocqua, WI

(715) 356-2050

Mon.– Sat. open at 10 a.m.
Sundays open at 11 a.m.

Antiques/Vintage

Ages Past Antique Mall
Minocqua, WI

Now Open + 7 days a week
Summer Hours + 9am to 6pm
Winter Hours + 9am to 5pm
Over 25 Dealers + 9,000 sq. ft.

(715) 358-9775
8714 Hwy. 47 S. �1.2 miles from Hwy. 51 & 47 intersection�
Toys – Advertising – Books – Collectibles –

Lures – Furniture – Jewelry – Art – Glassware –
Pottery – Coins – 60s Mod/Retro & More

FLEA MARKET FRIDAY & SATURDAY
9am – 4pm

Memorial Day thru Labor Day
Only Saturdays to End of September

1

1
7

2

8 9

6

4
3 5

2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9We Buy & Sell

Antiques, Beer Sign & Glasses, Fishing, 
Signs, Tools, New & Used Gas and Oil

TTuueessddaayy –– SSaattuurrddaayy 1100––55
OOppeenn MMaayy tthhrruu OOccttoobbeerr

WWiinntteerr bbyy cchhaannccee oorr AAppppooiinnttmmeenntt
538 Lincoln St., Rhinelander, WI 54501

715-550-5412 Ben Brunell

Mickey’s Mancave
Vintage Beer Signs
Vintage Clocks
Beer Tappers

Steins & Glasses
Collectable Antiques

Alfalfa’s Comics
Comics & Graphic Novels
Silver & Golden Age
Star Wars Figures
Action Figures

Vintage Toys & Much More

200 E Hwy. 70, St. Germain, WI  715-617-1260
spankystgermain@yahoo.com

Spank
y’s Clubhouse

�

Little Red Shed

Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday or by appointment
Closed during winter

9579 Country Club Road, Minocqua, WI 54538
715-356-1129

Lynette Stenz
Proprietor

8096 Fawn Lake Rd.
Harshaw, WI 54529
Hours:
Memorial Weekend 
– Early October
10-5 Th-F-Sat

715-277-3043

The classic warmth of the up north cottage:
Vintage Wicker, Old Hickory and Primitives

• Hazelhurst

• Minocqua

Rhinelander •• Harshaw

• Lake Tomahawk

• McNaughton

Fawn Lake Rd.

H
wy. 47

H
w
y. 51

County D

Fo
x 
Rd

.

• Hazelhurst

• Minocqua

Rhinelander •

• Harshaw

• Lake Tomahawk

• Woodruff

• St. Germain

to Eagle River

• McNaughton

�51

�47

�J

�D

�K

Perennial Antiques

New Items Daily
We Manage Estates
Buy • Sell • Trade

Antique
& 

Thrift
Store

4931 Hwy. 70 W
Eagle River, WI 54521

Summer Hours:

PLEASE CALL ANYTIME 715-891-8765

Mon
10-5

Wed
10-5

Thurs
10-5

Fri
10-4

Sat
10-4

STOP
ON IN

�70
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State forests are special areas that have
been established to protect our natural her-
itage. We all are given the responsibility to
protect these great places. Listed below are
some guidelines for you to follow to enjoy
your visit and to comply with common
rules and regulations. These rules are for
you, your friends and family’s safety and
enjoyment. Feel free to report any activity
that is illegal or that you feel jeopardizes
someone’s safety. Law enforcement
rangers routinely patrol the state forest. For
more information please ask a Ranger or
stop and ask staff at the Crystal and Clear
Lake Ranger Stations. Information is also
found on the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources website at
www.dnr.wi.gov.

Vehicles/drivers
Please, always be aware and observant

while driving; follow speed limits, one-
way roads, obey stop signs, and all other
traffic signs. We have a large amount of
children, pets, bicycles, and people recreat-
ing in the area.

Camping
All campers must obtain a camping per-

mit to secure a campsite. All camping per-
mits expire at 3 p.m. on the last day of the
permit; the camping unit and all equipment
must be removed by 3 p.m. Camping is
allowed in designated areas only and only
one family or individual group of six peo-
ple is allowed to occupy each campsite.
Only registered campers are allowed in the
campground after 11 p.m., which is also
the start of quiet hours. Please set up your
camping unit on the designated camping

pad and park all wheeled vehicles on the
campsite drive.

Firewood
Movement of firewood is restricted,

both from out-of-state and in-state sources.
Please ask us about current firewood
restrictions as we are working very hard to
restrict the movement of a destructive
invasive species, the Emerald Ash Borer.

Vehicle admission sticker
An admission sticker is required when a

motor vehicle is operated within a desig-
nated public use fee area and it must be
fully attached to the windshield by its own
adhesive. 

Trail passes
Are required for biking and skiing on

designated trails for people 16 years and
older.

Pets
Must be on a leash no longer than eight

feet and under control at all times. Please
clean up after your pet. Pets are not
allowed in buildings, picnic areas, beach-
es, or on nature trails or groomed ski trails.
Pets can not be left unattended; please do
not leave your pet in a vehicle.

Fires
Are allowed in designated fire rings and

grills for grilling food. Fires can not be left
unattended and must be fully extinguished
before leaving. Never burn garbage – it is
illegal and releases pollutants. Campfires
should be completely contained within the
fire ring. Please do not move the fire rings.

Build a campfire, not a bonfire.

Fireworks
You can not possess or discharge fire-

works. Rule of thumb: anything that
makes a noise, throws sparks, or lifts off
the ground cannot be used. 

Boats
No person may operate a boat within a

water area marked by buoys or other
approved regulatory devices as a swim-
ming beach; or operate a boat in a restrict-
ed use area contrary to regulatory notice
marked on buoys or other approved regu-
latory devices. 

Beaches
No person may possess or consume any

food or beverage, or use any soap, deter-
gent or shampoo on any swimming beach
or in the water adjacent to any swimming
beach. No person may fish in any marked
swimming beach.

Thank you, 
Your State Forest 

Law Enforcement Rangers

NHAL State Forest rules and regulations FUN FACT #6
BY KIMBERLY KRAWCZYK

CRYSTAL LAKE RANGER
STATION MANAGER

White Deer. The town of Boulder
Junction, which is surrounded by the
NHAL, is home to Wisconsin’s largest
herd of albino deer. Sometimes referred
to as white deer or ghost deer, these
white-tailed deer are true albinos, even
though they do not have pink eyes. They
do have pure white coats, pink ears, pink
hooves and pink noses. They even have
white velvet on their antlers in the spring-
time. During the spring, summer and fall,
the bright coloration of these white deer
makes them easy to spot among the for-
est foliage. During the winter, the coloring
of albino deer blends in with the snowy
surroundings, making them appear as
ghosts moving across the landscape.
Albino deer have been in Wisconsin as
long as white-tailed deer have been in the
state. Native Americans speak about
white deer in their ancient lore. It is illegal
for hunters to shoot an albino deer in
Wisconsin. The best time to look for white
deer is around sunrise and at sunset,
when animals are moving to and from
feeding areas. Very often, albino deer will
be found among normally-colored deer. 

 

   

 

 

        

         
           

       

Boozhoo!   Hello!

Downtown Lac du Flambeau TOLL FREE: 1-877-588-3346 � Email: info@lacduflambeauchamber.com

Welcome to Lac du Flambeau!

Events
19th Annual Lakes Fest – Saturday, June
20 – Free admission, 10am-3pm at the
Lac du Flambeau Tribal Campground.

4th of July Celebration – downtown 
Lac du Flambeau starting at Noon.

Special Pow Wow at 7 pm, 
fireworks at dusk.

33rd Annual Bear River Pow Wow –
July 10 - 12 – Old Indian Village at 
the Bear River Pow Wow grounds 

(715) 588-3333

11th Annual LdF Lion’s Brewfest –
July 25 – Torpy Park, Minocqua 1-5pm
www.lacduflambeaubrewfest.com

Wild Rice Fest – Sept. 12 – downtown 
Lac du Flambeau (10 a.m. - 3 p.m.)

1K & 5K walk/run at 8 a.m.
(877) 588-3346

“Truly a Place 

to Refresh Your Spirit!�

We invite you to experience the Lac du Flambeau heritage by sampling our succulent organic 
strawberries from the Golden Eagle Farm, find comfort in the traditionally harvested wild rice, and 

you can’t forget the mouthwatering Fry Bread. Walk the paths that our Ojibwe ancestors did, see how
they built their homes, tools and the games they played. Shop at Adaawe Place, our new shopping 
district, and see the crafts and art that has been taught to generations. Take a break on the ample 

park benches throughout downtown where you can sit back and “Refresh Your Spirit.”

  

    

    
   

  

  

    

    
   

  

TUBE

THE
TURTLE

2 HOURS OF FUN & RELAXATION!Canoe rentals also available

only

$12 for a 2-3 
hour trip

•Gym shoes must be worn 
•Children under 12 
must be with an adult & 
wear a life jacket

•Meet at Rugger’ s Landing, 
transportation provided to 
the start

RUGGERS LANDING
5643 HWY 51 NORTH
MERCER, WI 54547

715-476-2530

Chain Three Inc.
Largest Selection of Beads in Northern Wisconsin!

Closed Sunday & Wednesday

Located in Downtown Lac Du Flambeau
Between the Police Station and The Flame

Native
American
Ceramics

Czech Beads
& Delica Beads

Native
American
Beadwork

Dream
Catchers

  

    

   

      
  

715-588-7697

All Work Handmade



  

    

   

   
  

  

    

   

   
    

Summer hours: Mon-Fri 8-8, Sat & Sun 8-6            (715) 277-3337

In-store Bakery (Bread, Cookies, Buns)
Cheese - Up to 11 yr. Aged Cheddar

Lakeland’s Oldest Sausage Maker for over 45 Years

LAKE TOMAHAWK MEAT MARKETLAKE TOMAHAWK MEAT MARKET
Top Qualit

y

STEAKS

6
SnackStickVarieties

Locally Owned and Operated Hwy. 47 S. Lake Tomahawk 

World Famo
us

Beef
Jerky

Over 20
varieties of 

Brats!

Best Ground Beef found Anywhere!

  

    

   

   
  

LAKELAND TRUE VALUE 
LUMBER AND HARDWARE

Hwy. 47 • Lake Tomahawk
715-277-2325

M-F 7-5
Sat 8-3
Sun 10-1

ONE-STOP Spot for your Camping Needs!
• Charcoal/Fluid

• Grills
• Grilling Utensils

• Hardware
• Tools
• Tarps

• Propane
• Portable Heaters
• Air Conditioners

• Over 10,000 sq.ft. of Hardware““Where imagination meets creation””

(715) 277-4474  www.umlaufstudio.com
Downtown Lake Tomahawk Hwy. 47

UUmmllaauuff AArrtt SSttuuddiioo && GGaalllleerryy

  

    

   

   
  

  

    

   

   
  

of  Lake Tomahawk
LLC

7197 Hwy. 47 • Lake Tomahawk, WI 54539

(715) 277-2616

Area’s Largest Selection of
Musky, Walleye, Bass & Panfish Tackle!

LIVE BAIT • TACKLE • ACCESSORIES

• GULP ALIVE!
• Burning Permits &
Launch Passes
• Boots/Waders
• NEW St. Croix Rods
• Fish Livewells
• New Crappie Rods

• Propane Exchange
• Lake Hats & S weatshirts
• Shimano Reels
• Camp Firewood
• GUIDE SERVICE
• Lake Maps

• Home of the World’s 
Longest Musky
• Blocks from Public 
Boat Landing

• Directly on Bike Trail
• Hi-Definition TVs 
to watch your Favorite Sports

  

    

   

   
    

Shamrock 
Pub7235 Bradley St./ Hwy. 47

Lake Tomahawk, WI 

715-277-2544
shamrockpubandeatery.com

& Eatery
Open 7 Days a Week at 11am

• Soups

• Sandwiches

• Salads

• Dinners

• Appetizers

• Kids Menu

Upscale &Original
Serving

Pub Food

CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE

Like us on facebook

Try ourFAMOUSCHICKENBy the bucketor meal!

  

    

   

   
  

LAKE TOMAHAWK VILLAGE CAFE
SMALL TOWN CAFE WITH A BBIIGG TASTE

BREAKFAST & LUNCH 
Serving 6am-2pm Monday-Thursday & Saturday

Sunday 6am-Noon, Friday 6am-8pm
Closed Tuesdays

FRIDAY FISH FRY & COCKTAILS
Serving til 8pm

Highway 47, Lake Tomahawk • 715-277-2050

  

    

   

   
  

7223 Hwy. 47, Lake Tomahawk, WI ~ (715) 277-3393
Manicures, Pedicures, Summer Fashions

Have A
Girls’ Day

  

    

   

   
  

Gregory
Realty, Inc.

7 Miles South 
of Woodruff on Hwy. 47

Lake Tomahawk
715-277-2535
1-800-866-2535

P.O. BOX 368
LAKE TOMAHAWK, WI 54539 gregoryrealty.com

Looking for Real Estate?
Let us help you!

The village of Lake Tomahawk
Welcomes You!
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Each year several requests are
made to the property to place a
memorial to a loved one or remem-
ber a significant event. So far the
property has facilitated placement
of benches within campgrounds
and picnic areas. These standard
benches provide a uniform look
across the property. The goal is to
provide a dignified and respectful
memorial, a reflective place to put
it, and a service to all property vis-
itors. The benches, produced by
Aqualand Manufacturing in
Woodruff, are purchased and then
donated to the state forest. Forest
staff install the bench at a site
agreed to by the donors and the
superintendent. 

Other memorials on the state
forest property are not allowed.
Staff are sensitive to those sur-

vivors’ wishes to memorialize a
loved one, however these memori-
als can be intrusive to other state
forest visitors. Any unauthorized
memorials found on the property
will be collected and returned to
the owner if known or kept for a
year before disposal. This policy is

similar to the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation’s policy on
memorials. Please share your ideas
with the superintendent, whose
contact information is listed else-
where in this publication. You may
also contact them to discuss place-
ment of a bench.

Memorials and commemorations



The village of Lake Tomahawk
Welcomes You!
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While working in the Northern High-
land American Legion State Forest
(NHAL), I have noticed our visitors utiliz-
ing smartphones, iPads, and other 21st cen-
tury camping equipment to get plugged in
and enrich the outdoor living experience. I
see people researching (that is, if they can
get enough bars and get a connection)
things like identifying the different tree
species residing in their campsite, searching
for an app that charts the skies for stargaz-
ing that night, what you do for that strange
and itchy rash creeping across your four-
year-old’s arm, or starting a friction fire
with just a stick because someone forgot to
pack the matches. I am not a tech geek (I
actually am one of those few that would like
the car bag phones from the 90s to come
back), but I do have a laptop I use frequent-
ly and admittedly find myself kind of
unplugged when this informational fountain
of a resource is not available. However, I am
always looking for ideas and methods that
plug me into the land and forest and be more
in touch with the natural world around me.

My background is engineering related,
but when I had a chance to work in such a
wonderful place as the NHAL I realized this
would be a very rewarding way to further
this connection, being that our occupation
occupies many of  our waking hours. So,
being truly plugged in for me is more of
finding a sense of belonging in a natural
place, respectively utilizing what it offers,
and doing my small part to whole-heartedly
exist and glean what it affords me over my
lifetime. And to, somehow, return part of
this fulfilling consideration through the
appreciation and enjoyment of what I see
and take away from such an important
responsibility. 

As I get older, the need to realize this has
developed and manifested into a varied
soup of activities and pursuits. Eventually,
we all search for the things that plug us into
our experiences that connect us to the
ground, air, and water while enjoying the
outside world. For me, making fishing and
hunting equipment, and using it when afield
has been a very rewarding plugged in expe-
rience. It has also led me down a path where
the need for shoes is optional and the feel-
ing of the earth beneath my feet is strongly
desired.

Learning to use less and be with less
when outdoors simplifies and affords a state
of self-sufficiency that enhances an overall
sense of well-being and belonging. It can be
anything from building a bow from a tree
found in a favorite woodlot or utilizing nat-
ural and (best of all) free wild grocery items
for a nutritious meal. It has been said the
best things in life are free and I have dis-
covered the best place to find free is in your
own imagination and resourcefulness.

In the 236,000 acres of NHAL, there are
so many free treasures to be found. All we
have to do is venture out, spend a little time
with keen observation, and see the invalu-
able importance in NHAL flora and fauna

through its beauty and simplicity. So, the
next time you are out wandering and won-
dering what to do when visiting the NHAL,
take advantage of the free, natural, and
simple offerings the forest provides. 

Get plugged in and learn some of the
trees, plants, and even insects crawling
around in the forest. Bring the fishing
gear, get plugged into a hot fishing spot,
and enjoy some free fresh food. Instead of
cooking that fish over a fire you started
with a match or lighter try using friction
fire items you have hunted for and gath-
ered with your kids. It’s free and the mem-
ories you will have doing it will last a life-
time for everyone involved (good or bad).
The art of making fire is something
humans have been perfecting for tens of
thousands of years and an antiquated
skillset we don’t use much anymore. But,
if you make it a healthy competition
between the parents and the kids or sib-
lings working out a silly rivalry, the pri-
mal instinct that manifests in such a ritual
will bolster relationship bonds for life and
connect you with one of our most under-
appreciated elements – fire.

Lately, I have been plugging myself to
the earth via my bare feet. Last fall, I was
walking down a road in my bare feet carry-
ing my shoes when an older gentleman
pulled up alongside me and offered, “Ya
need a ride buddy?” I politely replied “No,
thank you…” He then lamented, “Ok, I just
thought you might be having issues with
your feet… I do all the time.” I gave the
considerate fellow a grateful nod and
chuckled to myself as he drove on down
the road, and thought (in life) we are all
different and walk different paths and some
of us walk these paths barefoot.

Getting ‘plugged in’ to the forest FFUUNN FFAACCTT ##77 
BY KIMBERLY KRAWCZYK

CRYSTAL LAKE RANGER
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The Black Lagoon. No sight-
ings of the creature reported yet,
but the NHAL has its own Black
Lagoon that feels pretty similar to
the Wakulla Springs of the 1954
monster horror film (if you visit
the spot in the heat of summer
that is). This swampy wet area
dominated by black spruce and
tamarack is typical of a northern
forested bog or fen. The forested
wetlands of the NHAL include
black spruce, tamarack, northern
white cedar, and swamp hard-
woods habitats. Forested wet-
lands have high value for various
wildlife species such as Neotrop-
ical migrant birds, and rare
species like the Yellow-Bellied
Flycatcher. And, like non-forested
wetlands, forested wetlands
have high watershed protection
value. Forested wetlands have
slow plant succession and a low
potential for the land to support
other tree species. In pre-Euro-
pean settlement forested wet-
lands, tamarack was by far the
leading dominant tree with black
spruce as a common associate.
The peatland forests where cut
at the turn of the century and
have regenerated naturally, with
a slow increase in tamarack in
open areas. Over time, there has
been a shift from tamarack to
later-successional black spruce.
The Black Lagoon can be found
surrounding a boardwalk spur of
the Star Lake Trail off of Hwy K. 

Michael
Coakley,
Facilities

&
Maintenance

  

 
    

   

   
  

Ron Hallstrom Sports & Marine Inc.
PO BOX 379 • HWY. 47 EAST WOODRUFF, WI 54568   •  715-356-5551 • Fax 715-356-4629 • www.ronhallstrom.com
Ron Hallstrom Sports & Marine Inc.

Ron Hallstrom Sports & Marine Inc. is proud to be a part of the community 
and offer quality Recreational products for over 20 years.

WARNING! ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection, and
protective clothing and never carry passengers unless the adult ATV has been designed by the manufacturer
specifically for that purpose. Polaris adult models are for riders aged 16 and older. Polaris 2013 90cc youth
models are for riders aged 10 and older. Polaris 2013 50cc youth models are for riders aged 6 and older. Be
sure to take a safety training course. For safety and training information in the U.S., call the SVIA at (800) 887-
2887. You may also contact your Polaris dealer or call Polaris at (800) 324-3764. For safety and training infor-
mation in Canada, contact your Polaris dealer.S A L E S  •  S E RV I C E  •  S T O R A G E

Ron Hallstrom Sports & Marine Inc.
PO BOX 379 • HWY. 47 EAST WOODRUFF, WI 54568   •  715-356-5551 • Fax 715-356-4629 • www.ronhallstrom.com
Ron Hallstrom Sports & Marine Inc.

®™ Trademark of Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. or its affiliates.

Ron Hallstrom Sports & Marine Inc. is proud to be a part of the community 
and offer quality Recreational products for over 20 years.

S A L E S  •  S E RV I C E  •  S T O R A G E



Beginning this season, campers at all
of our rustic campgrounds with resident
managers will be asked to self-register
upon arrival. Campers at Buffalo Lake,
Cunard Lake, East Star, West Star, and
Sandy Beach Lake Campgrounds were
introduced to self-registration in 2014.
This season, self-registration will also
be in place at Big Lake, North Trout,
Razorback Lake, Starrett Lake, and
Upper Gresham Lake Campgrounds.
(There are no changes to the registration
process for the rest of the campgrounds
that register through the ranger stations).

We are using self-registration in our
campgrounds with resident managers to
provide better customer service to our
campers. In the past, some campers
(especially those unfamiliar with the
resident manager registration process)
have felt like they needed to “hang
around” their campsite until the resident
manager came around and registered
them. Others have just been uncertain
about when and how their registration
would be taken care of. Using self-reg-
istration allows you to immediately take
care of your registration upon arrival.
Once you have completed the self-reg-

istration process, you are set for your
campsite and you can go about enjoying
your visit to the forest.

Resident managers remain a valuable
part of our team and do a lot of work in
their campgrounds. They are still avail-
able to answer your questions and pro-
vide information, deliver any vehicle
admission stickers that you paid for
through self-registration to your camp-
site, and they might have to gather addi-
tion information from you or correct an
error that was made in the self-registra-
tion process. They can also provide you
with a copy of the property newspaper
and Wisconsin Explorers for the kids. In
addition to providing direct customer
service to campers, they also take care

of the daily cleaning of the toilet build-
ings and a variety of other maintenance
tasks within their campgrounds. 

Many campers are familiar with self-
registration from using it at other camp-
grounds. Here are some tips for making
your use of self-registration goes
smoothly here on the forest: 

1. When you arrive at the camp-
ground, find an available site like you
normally would – a site that is vacant
and does not have a reservation arriving
(currently only Big Lake and Sandy
Beach Lake have both self-registration
and reservable sites). 

2. Park your vehicle and/or camping
unit on your chosen site or drop off
some personal items on the site.

3. Before setting up camp, go to the
self-registration station near the camp-
ground entrance and complete and
deposit your self-registration. Carefully
follow the instructions posted at the
self-registration station. Please fill out
the envelope legibly and completely
and be sure to deposit the correct
amount of money for both camping fees
and vehicle admission fees. If you do
not have correct change the resident

manager will stop by your site later
with your change.

4. Immediately after depositing your
self-registration return to your campsite
and post the appropriate copy of the
self-registration on the post.

5. Enjoy your camping trip! If you
are going to leave your site right away
before setting up camp, please leave a
vehicle, camping unit, or some other
items on the site so the site does not
appear to be vacant. (Note – the site
must be occupied with a usable camp-
ing unit the first night and every night
of your self-registration.)

As with any change, this may take
some time to get used to. I hope that
you will find that your self-registration
experience goes smoothly and allows
you to get the “business” out of the way
as soon as you arrive at your camping
destination and get on to enjoying your
vacation!

I welcome your feedback on this
change to self-registration in these
campgrounds or any other feedback on
our campgrounds and how they func-
tion. I can be reached at 715-385-3355
ext 113 or joseph.fieweger@wi.gov.

Self-registration in rustic campgrounds
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Last year, we announced that there
would be an opportunity to reserve camp-
sites at Big Lake and Sandy Beach Lake
Campgrounds this season. With the addi-
tion of reservable campsites at Big Lake
and Sandy Beach, reservations are now
offered at eight of the 18 campgrounds
here at Northern Highland American
Legion State Forest. We have expanded
our availability of reservable campsites
because we have seen a trend over the
past several years toward increased use of
our campground reservation system. We
are finding that, increasingly, campers
want to have their campsite reserved in
advance. Some folks want to make sure
that they can camp on a specific campsite,
while others simply want the peace of
mind of knowing that they have a camp-
site waiting for them when they arrive
(particularly if they are traveling a long
distance to get here). And in our busiest
campgrounds, reservations are highly rec-
ommended just to make sure that you
have a place to camp when you arrive.

If you have never camped at Big Lake
or Sandy Beach, I encourage you to make
a reservation this year or in the future to
check out one or both of them. Both are
quieter, less busy campgrounds. Both
campgrounds also have nice beaches and
are on good fishing lakes. With a newly
completed trail along Hwy. K, Big Lake is
in close proximity to the vast local net-
work of paved bike trails. Sandy Beach
has a large picnic area and is in close
proximity to the Powell Trail and Powell
Marsh State Wildlife Area.

With the addition of reservable sites at
Big Lake and Sandy Beach there are
some slight changes relating to the
arrival/registration process that all
campers at those two campgrounds need
to be aware of.
With reservations
For campers who have taken advan-

tage of making reservations, when you
arrive at the campground please fill out a
self-registration envelope. Indicate on the
self-registration envelope that you have a
reservation. Since your camping fees are
paid when making a reservation, the only
fees you would need to deposit are any
necessary vehicle admission fees. Once

you have completed and deposited the
self-registration envelope, you can pro-
ceed to your campsite, post the appropri-
ate copy of the self-registration, and enjoy
your camping trip.
Without reservations
For campers who don’t have reserva-

tions, it is important to know that some
campsites are reservable, while others are
not. All reservable sites are marked with a
“reservable” sign on the post. If the site
that you want to camp on is not reserv-
able, proceed with the standard self-regis-
tration procedure (this is also new this
year at Big Lake, please see the related
article in this paper). 

If the site you want to camp on is
marked “reservable,” you must first veri-
fy that there is not a reservation arriving
on that site on the date that you are arriv-
ing. This information is posted on the
campsite post where the date of the next
reservation will be displayed. You should
be aware, however, that reservations can
be made up to 24 hours prior to check-in
and cancellations can be made anytime,
so this information is only guaranteed to
be accurate on the day of your arrival. If
the site does not have a reservation arriv-
ing the date that you are arriving, you can
self-register for the site for one night only.
If you wish to camp on the site for more
than one night, you will need to make
contact with the resident manager or
Reserve America (1-888-947-2757) as
soon as possible to see if the site is avail-
able during your desired stay and to regis-
ter. Remember – someone could be
reserving your site for tomorrow; if you
wish to stay on your site longer you have
to reserve it before anyone else does.

If you don’t have a reservation and you
want to be guaranteed that your campsite

is available for your desired length of
stay, the best course of action is to choose
a non-reservable site (approximately half
of the sites at Big Lake and Sandy Beach
campgrounds are not reservable). If your
favorite site or the site you just have to
have is a reservable site you will need to
contact the resident manager or Reserve
America as soon as possible upon arrival
to register for the site for your desired
length of stay.

Looking toward the future, some
campsites at Plum Lake Campground
will be reservable beginning in the 2016
season. Sites 1207-1210 and 1214-1218
will be reservable for 2016, and as with
all other reservable sites, reservations can
be made up to 11 months in advance. If
Plum Lake is your campground of
choice, you might want to consider mak-
ing reservations for your visit(s) in 2016.
If you haven’t camped at Plum Lake
before, but are a camper who prefers to
have your site reserved for you, I invite
you to give Plum Lake a try in 2016. The
registration procedure for Plum Lake

campers will not change with the addi-
tion of reservations next year, all campers
will still need to register at the Crystal
Lake ranger station.

I hope that the addition of reservations
at Big Lake, Sandy Beach, and Plum
Lake is appreciated by those campers
who prefer to reserve their campsite in
advance, while still offering plenty of
opportunity for campers who prefer not to
make a reservation. For our campers who
prefer not to make reservations, we will
continue to offer plenty of non-reservable
campsites. NHAL has always held a
unique niche in providing a large number
of non-reservable campsites and will con-
tinue to do so. 

Reservations are made through
Reserve America by phone (888-947-
2757) or online at www.wiparks.net.

I welcome your feedback on this
expansion of reservations in our camp-
grounds or any other feedback on our
campgrounds and how they function. I
can be reached at 715-385-3355 ext 113
or joseph.fieweger@wi.gov.

Reservations available at Big Lake and Sandy Beach Lake
Campgrounds this season, Plum Lake campground in 2016

Melissa Baker photograph
Site 1805 at Big Lake Campground offers a beautiful view of the lake. 

Joe
Fieweger,

NHAL
Campground
Coordinator

Joe
Fieweger,

NHAL
Campground
Coordinator



With limited development and access,
the Willow Flowage is a large island
studded reservoir with a truly wild flavor.
The property is located in west central
Oneida County and includes 73 miles of
shoreline (95 percent of which is unde-
veloped), 106 islands, and 7 boat land-
ings. The DNR-managed portion of the
property, including the flowage, encom-
passes approximately 30,000 acres where
hunting, fishing, paddling, and hiking
opportunities abound. 

There are 33 rustic campsites scattered
along the shoreline and islands; all
Campsites are occupied on a first come-
first served basis with no registration, no
reservations, and no fees. Campsite
amenities include a fire ring (with cook-
ing grill), picnic table, and outdoor toilet.
The 28 single-unit campsites accommo-
date up to 6 people and the 5 group sites
allow up to 15 people. Campers are wel-
come to stay for up to 10 days. 

Designated as an Outstanding
Resource Water in 1997, the Willow
Flowage supports a diversity of aquatic
plants, fish, and wildlife. Abundant wall-
eye and panfish populations, along with
northern pike, muskellunge, and large
and smallmouth bass, make fishing the
primary draw. White-tailed deer, bear,
ruffed grouse, ducks, geese, eagles, loons
and even wolves roam the area. There are
currently 10 nesting pairs of ospreys on
the flowage that provide lucky visitors
with dramatic fishing displays from April
through October.

An active forestry program is in place
on the Willow Flowage to provide forest
products to local industries, maintain
prime wildlife habitat, emphasize forest
diversity, and to promote a natural and
aesthetically pleasing appearance. Future
thinnings of selected trees and occasional
prescribed burns will help restore the
shoreline to historic forest conditions
dominated by long-lived tree species

such as red and white pine.
Six DNR-managed boat landings on

the Willow provide access for motor
boats, canoes, and kayaks. The two boat
landings on the east side of the property
near the dam provide the most parking
and are the most reliable during periods
of low water. Parking areas near the dam
are paved and offer toilet facilities to vis-
itors. The four landings on the west side
of the property are more rustic and offer
unpaved landings and parking areas.  

For those who would like to explore
the beautiful and largely undeveloped
sections of the Tomahawk River, canoe
and kayak access is located off of Willow
Dam Road and Swamp Lake Road. The
access areas include small parking lots
that accommodate up to five cars and
foot paths to the river for landing small
boats. The Tomahawk River in this area
is mostly gentle and classed as low-gradi-
ent. However, there are two separate
class II rapids (Half-Breed Rapids east of
Hwy. Y and Prairie Rapids north of
Prairie Rapids Road) where portaging is
highly recommended. In recent years, the
State of Wisconsin’s Stewardship Fund
has helped expand public land ownership
along the lower Tomahawk River. There
are now over 2,000 acres under DNR
management along the lower Tomahawk
River between the Willow Flowage and
Lake Nokomis. Thanks to the Steward-
ship Fund, this important river corridor
will be preserved for future generations

to enjoy. The Tomahawk River is one of
the first areas with open water in the
spring making it heavily trafficked by
eagles and migratory birds. The largely
undeveloped nature of the river corridor
makes it a popular destination for many
forms of recreation including hunting,
hiking, canoeing, kayaking, and fishing. 

Although many of the campsites on
the flowage are most easily accessed by
watercraft, the Willow Nature Trail,
located just north of the dam on Willow
Dam Road, provides walk-in access to
sites 1 through 4. Visitors are welcome to
use the paved parking lot to access the
trail which includes over one mile of
crushed-granite surface and another mile
of mowed trail out to Indian Shack Point.
Interpretive signs, scenic vistas, and trail-
side benches are located along the trail.
The granite portion of the trail has been
engineered to be handicap accessible
with a firm base and moderate slopes.
Campsite number 2, located just over ½
mile from the parking lot, also has a gran-
ite surface to accommodate visitors with
mobility impairments. 

The Wisconsin DNR has enjoyed a
long and successful partnership with
Wisconsin Valley Improvement Compa-
ny (WVIC), the former owners of the
Willow Flowage. The dam on the Willow
is still owned and operated by WVIC to
provide a steady supply of water to
downstream locations on the Wisconsin
River. The fluctuating water level on the
flowage can provide visitors with spec-
tacular shoreline views and non-motor-
ized access throughout the summer. Cur-
rent water level information is available
on the web at www.wvic.com.   

The Willow Flowage is located west
of US Hwy 51 along County Hwy Y.
Color brochures and maps are available
at the Northern Highland – American
Legion State Forest Contact Stations or at
the Woodruff DNR Service Center. For a
wild experience described as “almost
Canada,” come visit the Willow Flowage
Scenic Waters Area.  
For more information call Tom Shock-

ley, Property Manager, at 715-356-5211
ext. 259 or send an email to tom.shock-
ley@wisconsin.gov

Dean Baker photograph
There are 33 rustic campsites on the scenic Willow Flowage.

Employees on the NHAL State Forest
are always looking to improve accessibil-
ity on the property. Family campgrounds,
canoe campsites, boat landings, trails,
and shooting ranges are places we have
improved accessibility. Accessibility
improvements do not only pertain to
those in wheel chairs. Many people use
walkers or canes for balance and are
included in our plans to expand mobility.

Campgrounds
Many of our family campgrounds pro-

vide a full range of accessible facilities
for campers. Each of the shower build-
ings on the property has an accessible
bathroom with appropriate fixtures and a
private shower stall. People with mobili-
ty needs should inquire at the ranger sta-
tion for access to this locked facility. In
addition, we have several accessible
campsites in the family campgrounds

which have accessible picnic tables (with
one end that one can “wheel under”) and
raised fire grates. The following sites are
accessible:

Designated accessible campsites (all
of these sites are reservable):

Crystal Lake: 438
463 (electric)

Musky Lake: 318
Firefly Lake: 222

271 (electric)
Clear Lake: 800

Crystal, Musky, Clear and Firefly
all have designated accessible showers.

Canoe Campsite
There are many campsites that are

accessible by canoe only on the NHAL.
These sites are available for one night
only on a first-come first serve basis and
are free to use. One of these sites, on
Boulder Lake, has an accessible dock,
raised fire ring, wheel-under table and a
latrine nearby. This site can be busy in
July and August.

Fishing docks
The NHAL has three accessible fish-

ing docks with benches and accessible
railings. These are located at Upper Gre-
sham Campground, Clear Lake Picnic

Area, and the Carrol Lake Boat Landing
parking area. The fishing dock at Carrol
Lake also has an accessible picnic table
and grill along the path to the dock. 

Making a smooth transition area for all
types of mobility impairments is impor-
tant to us. Many of the existing docks
have a transition plate which bridges the
dock surface to the approach area. The
transition plate eliminates the need for a
step up from the asphalt to the surface of
the dock.

There are several other docks man-
aged by local communities that may also
serve your needs. One of these is the
town dock in Minocqua. Two more are
managed by the town of Sayner and are
located on Plum Lake. The first of these
is by the post office on Plum Lake in the
town of Sayner and the second is a dock
built on an old wood bridge on Plum
Lake, visible from Highway N. Parking
for this site is off Hwy N and next to the
Plum Creek with a rather long path lead-
ing to the dock. 

Trails
The Tom Roberts Trail is an accessible

on-quarter mile paved nature trail located
behind the Nature Center at Crystal Lake
Picnic Area. This paved trail can be used
by people with varying degrees of mobil-
ity. It can be a pleasant experience to

walk or wheel on a smooth paved surface
that does not have vehicle traffic.

Shooting ranges
The Caywood Shooting Range on the

NHAL, located north of Minocqua on
Hwy. 51, has a covered shooting station
with accessible bench and path to the 50
and 100 yard targets. 

We continue to strive to help people
access the areas they wish to explore. We
welcome your comments about our
accessible facilities and your ideas for
where we could provide additional access
in the future. 
Dan Jacoby is the NH-AL Boat Land-

ing Coordinator and can be reached at
715-385-3355 extension 118.

Recreation is accessible to all on the NHAL

Tom
Shockley,
Flowage
Property
Manager
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The threat
Campfire wood can hide insects or

diseases that kill Wisconsin’s trees.
Gypsy moth, emerald ash borer, oak wilt
and others spread easily when hidden in
firewood.

Your role
“Each year, more campers protect the

trees where they work, live and play by
getting firewood at or near their camping
destination, or buying certified fire-
wood,” said Andrea Diss-Torrance, for-
est pest expert with the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources. Nurs-
eries, loggers, mills and other industries
are doing their part too and they are
strictly regulated when forests are threat-
ened. 

Firewood can be an easy ride for inva-
sive hitchhikers – unless you do your part
too. It is safest and easiest to leave fire-
wood at home, purchase wood at your
destination, or purchase only wood certi-
fied by the Wisconsin Department of
Agriculture, which has been specially

processed to kill hitchhiking tree pests
and diseases.

Rule changes 
Firewood laws and regulations are

updated based on changes in the risks our
forests face from harmful pests and dis-
eases. In June 2014, the Wisconsin fire-
wood rule changed to offer additional
protection to our state forests and trees. 

Firewood basics 
Firewood movement onto all DNR-

managed lands is restricted. All firewood
for sale at the properties is either Wiscon-
sin certified or from the property itself.
All non-certified firewood brought into a
Wisconsin state park or forest must be: 

1) cut within 10 miles of the state park
or forest campground, and

2) NOT cut or stored in an out-of-state
county that is quarantined for EAB, and

3) NOT cut or stored in a pest quaran-
tined area of Wisconsin, (unless the prop-
erty is also in the same or a connected
quarantined area). 

In Wisconsin, you may not move fire-
wood from a quarantined area to a non-
quarantined area unless it is Wisconsin
certified. Enforcement can include fines
and jail time. Quarantine maps and more
firewood details are online at: dnr.wi.gov,
keyword “firewood.” 

What you can do
In Wisconsin, campers can take simple

steps to help protect the state’s healthy
forests. These tips and more helpful
information are online at dnr.wi.gov.
Search “firewood”: 

1. Leave firewood at home. Purchase
firewood certified by the Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture or within an
allowed distance from your destination,
based on current law. Also, many proper-
ties offer firewood for sale or private sell-
ers have it available near the park.

2. Burn your firewood at your camp-
site; do not take it with you to another
destination. 

3. Cook over gas or charcoal. Instead
of a campfire, explore new night-time

activities like star-gazing.
4. Stay updated and follow firewood

rules and regulations. 

Additional information
Campfires are an important part of the

outdoor experience in Wisconsin, but we
must all take a few precautions to keep
our forested areas and campgrounds –
and our city parks and yards – safe from
invasive insects and diseases. 

Campers will find reasonably-priced
firewood within or nearby all state parks
and forests. Wood from unapproved
sources may be confiscated and
destroyed. “We are counting on campers
to help us protect the quality of our forest
by complying with the rules,” said Steve
Petersen, NHAL State Forest Superin-
tendent. Firewood is available at Crystal
Lake Ranger Station, Clear Lake Ranger
Station and all Rustic Campgrounds. Ask
a ranger, visitor services associate, or
campground host about firewood rules,
or visit online: dnr.wi.gov, keyword “fire-
wood.”

Healthy trees and forests depend on you!
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Campfire Safety
By Catherine Koele

Wisconsin DNR
Wildfire Prevention Specialist

Maybe you are new to camping or
never had much success in building a
campfire, either way, there are a few tips
to keep in mind for your next outing. For
some expert advice, I had the opportuni-
ty to interview my friend Smokey Bear
himself to walk us through the steps of
building the perfect campfire and mak-
ing sure it’s safe from starting a wildfire.
Here’s what I learned:

Catherine:
How do you prepare for a campfire,

Smokey?

Smokey:
It’s important to pick a good location.

Look for a fire ring. If there isn’t a fire
ring, look for an area that is designated
for campfires. The firewood you use
should be dry and clean, free from any
chemicals. And, make sure you use only
local firewood so you don’t transport
problem insects into new locations.  

Catherine:
Are there any fire safety tips when

picking a location?

Smokey:
You bet! Pick a location that is free

from burnable materials, such as leaves
and pine needles. Place your tent and

firewood at a safe distance from the fire.
And, before you burn, always check to
make sure there isn’t a ban on campfires
due to dry conditions. 

Catherine:
What are some ways to make a good

campfire?

Smokey: 
I like to make a campfire in a square

frame format. Just a couple of pieces of
wood on each side, and add a couple
more on top of those. Then, roll up some
newspaper and place it in the center. Add
a few smaller sticks on top of the paper
in a crisscross pattern. Never use flam-
mable liquids because they can be very
dangerous. An adult should always be
present and never allow children to han-
dle the matches or lighters. 

Catherine:
After the fire has started, what are

some things to look for to make certain
the fire is safe?

Smokey: 
The number one rule is to keep the

fire small in size. Always have a bucket
of water and tools nearby, like a rake or
shovel. When adding logs to the fire, be
sure to watch for flying embers. Camp-
fires on windy days are never a good
idea and never leave your fire unattend-
ed! 

Catherine:
What are some of your favorite things

to do around a campfire, Smokey?

Smokey:
Campfires are great for cooking hot

dogs or roasting marshmallows. I also
enjoy the warmth of a fire at night and use
the light to tell ghost stories or sing songs.
One thing I never do is use my fire as a
garbage disposal. I prefer to always take
my garbage home and recycle because
there are a lot of toxic fumes that come
from burning plastics and other waste. 

Catherine:
What should you do with your fire

when finished?

Smokey: 
Make sure that fire is out before you

leave! Drown the fire with plenty of
water, stir the ashes with your shovel,
add more water, and stir again. Place the
back of your hand over the ashes to
check for any heat. If so, repeat the steps
until the ashes are cold.  

Catherine:
Do you have any famous last words

for any future campers?

Smokey:
Fire prevention is everyone’s respon-

sibility. Remember, only you can prevent
wildfires!

Cather-
ine
Koele
and
Smokey
Bear.



By Steve Petersen
NHAL Superintendent

If you read my annual column, you
already know my wife and I bought a
travel trailer last fall. We look forward to
spending a lot of time in our campgrounds
this summer. We looked at a lot of differ-
ent trailers before we made our decision
and after spending a number of weekends
in it, into November last fall, we really
like it. But the dilemma I face is that I’m
a tinkerer and can always see room for
improvement. My boss told me recently,
as we were discussing homebrewing
“There are two kinds of home brewers:
biologists and engineers. I can tell you’re
an engineer.” It’s just in me to always
seek process improvement.

Many of you are aware that our camp-
grounds here lack electric pedestals. I hate
the idea of running a big generator to
meet my camping electric supply wishes.
So the challenge is to live comfortably in
our trailer while running the generator as
little as possible. 

My first goal was to reduce the amount
of energy I use. What this amounted to so
far is that I replaced nearly all my incan-
descent lightbulbs with LEDs. They use
about 10 percent of the energy that the

incandescents do. But I had a limit, as
LEDs aren’t cheap yet, so I focused on the
bulbs that get the most use. For instance it
didn’t make financial sense for me to
replace my refrigerator or range hood
bulb since they don’t get much use at all. 

The next step I took was to buy batter-
ies that provided as much capacity as I
could sensibly carry. What this meant is
that I picked up a pair of true deep-cycle
6 volt flooded-cell batteries that I con-
nected in series to meet my 12 volt needs.
After a lot of research, it seemed like this
was the best fit for me. The batteries will
last many years and accept a charge rea-
sonably quickly. I considered Absorbed
Glass Mat (AGM) batteries but the cost
was high. On the other hand, the AGM
batteries are lighter-weight and it sounds
like they can be placed in an unvented
location. AGMs accept a charge more
rapidly but don’t last as many years. It’s a
balance here, and I chose a path that you
might not want to.

The battery setup we have has a capac-
ity of 235 amp hours. But that doesn’t
mean I can use all 235 of ‘em. Flooded
cell batteries don’t like to be discharged
lower than 50 percent charge capacity
and, going the other direction, they quick-
ly charge to 80 percent and then the

charge acceptance diminishes. So what
I’m planning for is about 30 percent of
that 235 amp-hour capacity, or around 70
amp hours. 

Here’s where a little budgeting comes
into play. During the summer I have no
intention of running the air conditioner, a
huge energy user. But during spring and
fall I will use the furnace, so that’s the
biggest electricity user I have to worry
about now. The furnace fan draws around
11 amps so it could run around 6 hours
before depleting my battery bank. But
there are other draws on the bank, and the
furnace doesn’t run constant, so in practice
I can get through a couple nights in the 30s
while using my LED lamps carefully. 

While I have a 5,600 watt generator for
back-up use at my house, and it’s the one
I’ll use while camping for now, I would
like to have a much smaller one for the
trailer. My trailer has a 30 amp service so
it really doesn’t make much sense to have

a generator larger than 3,500 watts
absolute max (surge capacity). In prac-
tice, and remember I don’t plan to use my
air conditioner, I’m only intending to
meet the needs that my converter
demands and that is around 2,000 watts.
That is what the converter draws at its
maximum charge rate to the batteries. In
two hours, I’ll be able to replace the 70
amp hours I may have used between 50
percent charged and 80 percentcharged.
Then I’ll turn off the generator because to
move the next 20 percent of charge state
will take many more hours. It’s the nature
of batteries and your battery manufactur-
er will have information and charts
explaining that. 

The reason for the longer time to reach
full charge is that the battery can only
accept a lower voltage at the upper levels
of its state-of-charge. This is where it gets
interesting. Solar (photovoltaic) is an

Satisfying your electrical needs while minimizing generator use

See NEEDS. . . page 20
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Winter
respite

Stunning
winter scenes
like this are
abundant on
the forest. 

Dean Baker 
photograph

Dean Baker photograph
This northern water snake pauses on a log on The Northern High-
land American Legion State Forest. Northern water snakes are live-
bearers meaning they do not lay eggs but give birth to live young.
Source: www.fcps.edu.

Dean Baker photograph
A painted turtle catches warm rays of the sun at Cunard Lake. The
painted turtle is the most common turtle found in Wisconsin. 

Creatures of the forest



International Lymes and Associated 
Diseases Organization.

Lyme disease (LD) is the most com-
mon vector-borne disease in America and
considered an endemic in Wisconsin.
According to the Center for Disease con-
trol, in 2009 approximately 38,000 cases
were reported in the US. But because of
apparent flaws in the surveillance/report-
ing system cases more likely exceed
450,000. Recent studies of tick infested
areas document that 1 in 5 ticks carry
Lyme disease and co-infections.  The
recent Lyme map shows Wisconsin,
along with many New England states,
have higher incidence of LD.

Transmission
The black-legged tick, Ixodes scapu-

laris, is the most common carrier of LD
in the mid-western and eastern states. I.
pacificus is known to be the vector in the
west. Other species of ticks such as the
dog tick or wood tick, the lone-star tick
and the rabbit tick, and biting insects
such as mosquitoes, deer flies and horse
flies have been shown to carry the Lyme
disease bacterium and co-infections.
However, their ability to transmit the dis-
ease is not known at this.  There is a
myth that the tick has to be attached for
24 hours before transmission can take
place. The truth is transmission can
occur within a few hours. So, it is impor-
tant to do frequent tick checks. Studies
of human transmission are few, however,
LD spirochetes have been found in
human breast milk, tears, urine and
semen.  Through some studies the dis-
ease has shown that it can be transmitted
to the fetus in the womb by an infected
mother. 

Bacterial invasion and testing
Lyme bacteria can exhibit differing

forms in the infected organism: spiro-
chete, l-form and cyst. These forms can
complicate both testing and treatment.
When in cyst form, by hiding in cells and
tissues, a person can test negative – since
antibodies do not recognize this form as
an invader. At this stage of infection
treatment becomes more difficult and
strong antibiotics are used to “scare” the
cysts out of the tissues and then can be
treated more readily in the spirochete
form.

Standard testing is unreliable. Most
regular medical practioners use a
stepped approach by first using ELISA
and then the Western Blot. The ELISA

test is the simplest, least expensive, eas-
iest to perform, and most common Lyme
test ordered. It is a test based on detect-
ing the antibodies that our bodies make
in response to being exposed to Lymes.
However, because of varying forms of
the bacteria, this test is only 30 to 50per-
cent reliable at detecting LD.

The Western Blot essentially makes a
map of the different antibodies the
immune system produces to the bacteria.
The map separates the antibodies by the
weight of their respective antigens. The
test is more reliable up to 80percent.
Most Lyme literate doctors use a thor-
ough, clinical evaluation of symptoms
and don’t rely solely on these tests since
seronegative is very common. And not to
forget there are a list of co-infections
which most medical practioners do not
test for including Bartonella, Powassan,
Ehrlichiosis, Babesiosis and Mycoplas-
mas.

Know the symptoms
Lyme disease, as it progresses in the

body, has 3 stages (if left untreated),
Being a great mimicker of other dis-
eases,  there are over 100 symptoms of
this disease and can be diagnosed as
something else. And each infected per-
son may have differing symptoms to
greater or lesser degree. Bull-eye rash or
radiating red spots only show in about 30
percent of cases but headache, fatigue,
continual neck stiffness and muscle pain
are common in the early stages. As LD
progresses in the body it can affect any
organ including the brain, heart and
joints and can become a chronic disease.
It is important to know your body and if
symptoms persist. It’s also helpful to
know the symptoms of the co-infections
such as those listed above. At the end of
this article lists the different stages and
symptoms of LD.

Treatment
Opinion within the medical communi-

ty is deeply divided regarding the best
approach for treating Lyme disease, par-
ticularly LD that is not cured by short-
term protocols. There is controversy
between physicians as to how long and
what is the best mode of treatment. 

In many of these cases, relapses occur
while on short-term, less aggressive treat-
ment. Research has shown that LD can
stay in the body in remission and surface
at times with low immunity. When LD
has advanced to the disseminated or late

stages, its best to seek out a Lyme literate
doctor of which there are few in the state.
In my situation, eleven years ago I had
LD, was treated with short term antibi-
otics and it appeared to be cured. 

However, last year my symptoms
reappeared (maybe a new tick bite) and
were persistent while testing negative.
Symptoms continued to get worse under
regular medical attention so I decided to
see a Lyme literate doctor. Fortunately,
with several months of aggressive antibi-
otic treatment under supervision of a
Lyme literate doctor, I am getting better.
Because this is a chronic condition,  I will
still have to watch for flare up of symp-
toms.

What you can do?
It is important to know the facts and

stay informed. LD is a great mimicker
and can be diagnosed as something else.
One of the better LD websites is
ILADS.org, International Lymes and
Associated Diseases Organization. Here
they not only give you background infor-
mation and latest research but also high-
lights the best treatment recommenda-
tions in agreement from Lyme literate
doctors all over the world. If you do have
some spare time, the DVD “Under our
skin” is a gripping documentary of the
untold story of LD and the medical com-
munity. It’s a must see.

Prevention
There are many ways to protect your-

self against ticks but nothing is 100 per-
cent effective.

• Repellent – DEET is not always the
best against ticks, Cloths sprayed or
soaked in pyrythemin is better. Lemon
Euchylptus is a natural repellent that can
be used in conjunction with pyrythemin.

• Repellent clothing – expensive but
has been tested that it significantly
reduces ticks

• Wear light colored clothing
• Do tick checks several times a day
• After your day afield, put cloths in a

hot dryer to kill the buggers.

Stages of Lyme disease
The first stage of Lyme disease is

called early Lyme disease. Early Lyme
disease usually causes one or more of the
following symptoms that occur days to
weeks after infection.  Fatigue, chills and
fever, headache muscle and joint pain,
swollen lymph nodes, rash or Erythema
migraines

The second stage of Lyme disease is
known as early disseminated Lyme dis-
ease, which means that the infection of
bacteria is beginning to spread and is
affecting certain body functions. This
stage occurs weeks to months after the
bite of an infected tick. Problems can
include: numbness and pain in arms or
legs; paralysis of facial muscles (usually
on one side of the face); meningitis—
fever, stiff neck, and severe headaches;
abnormal heart beat (rare).

The third stage of Lyme disease is
called late (or chronic) Lyme disease.
This stage can occur weeks, months, or
even years after infection in patients who
either never received antibiotic treatment
for early Lyme disease or whose treat-
ment did not kill all of the bacteria that
cause Lyme disease. Patients with late
Lyme disease may get: Chronic Lyme
arthritis—brief bouts of pain and
swelling usually occurring in one or more
of the large joints, especially the knees;
nervous system problems, including
memory loss and difficulty concentrat-
ing; chronic pain in muscles and/or
unrestful sleep.

Lyme disease: What you may or may not know
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attractive option to reach full capacity. I
understand that I can buy a lot of gasoline
for the money it takes to buy a modest
solar electric system but I also am consid-
ering the people in the next campsite as
well as the wear and tear on the generator.
There is a lot of information on the inter-
net about photovoltaic use in RVs and,
who knows, maybe I’ll take the leap
sometime.

I’ve mentioned that for my use I’m
really operating in that 50-80 percent state
of charge but how can I tell precisely what
state my batteries are? I don’t have a solu-
tion installed yet but I’m going to use a
battery monitor that uses a shunt to meas-
ure the amps in and out of the battery and
is programmed to compare that to the
capacity. But why? Well, I don’t want to
waste generator gas on over-charging (or
charging beyond what’s practical, that
80percent level) or bothering my camper-
neighbors, and I also want to keep my bat-
teries above 50percent. Simple voltmeters
are highly influenced by recent draws or
charges and the battery needs to be rested

for many hours for a voltmeter to accu-
rately measure the state-of-charge.

There are some of you that might dis-
pute my suggestion that I can charge from
50 to 80 percent in a couple hours and that
might be valid. The converter that came
with my travel trailer is rated to put out 55
amps at 13.6 volts. That sounds good but
the data from my battery manufacturer
tells me that I really need to put 14.4 volts
on my batteries to get things done. So
here’s where things start to get expen-
sive… What I’m considering is replacing
that converter with an inverter-charger
that can be programmed to a custom
charge profile and really put the volts as
well as the amps on the battery bank. The
added benefit of an inverter charger is that
it can provide me 120 volts from the bat-
tery bank. I can defrost my dinner in the
microwave! Or I could turn on my TV
(but I won’t). Of course these are high
amp-hour draws and would affect my bat-
tery amp-hour budget. The inverter-
charger I’m considering offers an inte-
grated battery monitor as well so I can
keep an eye on things quite easily.

If you’ve stuck with me this far you
might be asking yourself “What does all

of this mean if I run a C-pap/Bi-pap
machine?” Here are my thoughts. If I real-
ly depend on that machine for comfort-
able sleep I would feel more secure run-
ning it on an inverter and battery. The
machines typically draw around 2 or 3
amps at 120 volts (240-360 watts) when
running, depending on the settings,
heater, and humidifier. The peak draw at
startup might be 600 watts or so. But the
point is that it can easily run a night and
probably several on a true deep-cycle 12-
volt battery (not a “marine” battery) and a

modestly priced inverter. You’ll have to
charge that battery occasionally but that
can be done during normal generator
hours fairly rapidly. And here’s a case
where an AGM battery and a basic solar
charger used every day might be extreme-
ly cost effective compared to owning a
generator.

Yep, boss – I’m an engineer at heart.
Here are my tinkerer’s thoughts on RV
electric usage and I’m interested to hear
your thoughts and tips on camping with-
out electric hook-ups here at NHAL. 

NEEDS
From page 19

Steve Petersen photograph
Steve Petersen camps at Sandy Beach Campground on the NHAL.
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Many of you may be familiar with the
great trail system on the NHAL, but you
may not know that we have an expansive
water trail system as well. Even the
words “water trail” may seem a bit odd.
A water trail is a combination of lakes,
rivers, portages, and campsites that make
up a route. The forest has six designated
water trails, 88 free canoe campsites
(one night stay limit), and 17 remote
reservable lake campsites where you can
get away from it all with your canoe.

There are many things to observe dur-
ing a canoe trip. The quiet and remote
experience allows you to hear the call of

loons at dawn, watch bald eagles soaring
overhead during the day, and see deer
come down to the water at dusk to drink.
You may see wildlife like otters, beaver,
muskrat, mink or even a bear. Most peo-
ple come back from their trip relaxed and
refreshed with their only complaint
being, “I wish I could stay longer.” 

To help you plan your canoe trip, the
NHAL has published a Canoe Route
Map which is available at either the
Clear Lake or Crystal Lake Ranger Sta-
tion. The map will show you the location
of all of the canoe and remote reservable

Canoe campsites on the NHAL

See CANOE. . . page 32

Dean Baker photograph
Canoes pulled ashore at an NHAL canoe campsite.
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Today nearly every corner of the
globe is impacted both economically and
environmentally by invasive, exotic
plants. When introduced to a new area,
their uncontrolled growth threatens

native plant communities, degrades fish
and wildlife habitat and restricts recre-
ational activities. On the NHAL State
Forest invasive plant and animal inva-
sions are showing up both in aquatic and

terrestrial habitats.
What you can do: learn how to identi-

fy them; educate friends and local nurs-
eries; if you find a weed infested area,
make the landowner aware; avoid

spreading the plants; and participate in
local weed control and awareness activi-
ties. These are some invasive, exotics
found on the NHAL and some weed con-
trol efforts in action.

Invasives on the NHAL 

Asian Honeysuckle Purple loosestrife

Garlic mustard Common buckthorn
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By Chase Christopherson
Forester

When you meet someone for the first
time, the most common getting-to-
know-you question is “What do you
do?” A question I never really like to be
asked. Not because I’m not proud of
what I do, but because it’s hard for me to
explain to people exactly what I do. I am
a forester on the Northern Highland-
American Legion State Forest. Unlike a
teacher, a nurse, a carpenter, or a truck
driver, for example, in which people
have frequent interactions, foresters are
often out in the woods and working
alone. When I tell someone I’m a
forester, I generally get comments like
“oh, isn’t that nice” as if every day is a
pleasant walk in the woods with a picnic
lunch. Some days are in fact very pleas-
ant, but most of the time it’s bugs, brush,
hot and humid summer days, or frigid,
snowy winter days. Anyways, you know
I spend a lot of time in the woods, but
what am I doing out there? Why does the
forest need to be managed? What fol-
lows is my attempt to explain what I do
and why it is important.

Imagine I am like a gardener and I
work in a garden where the plants are 60
to 80 feet tall and sometimes over 100
feet tall. The size of the garden is very
large and the time it takes for the plants
to grow is very long. Everyone uses the
garden in different ways and everyone
wants the products from the garden, but
not everyone likes to see those products
harvested. Much like a healthy garden
needs tending, so does a managed forest.
A forest, like a garden, left to grow on its
own would not produce what we need
and want. Planting, weeding, site prepa-
ration, thinning, plant control, and insect
and disease management are all required.
Foresters are the intermediary between
society’s wants and the forest ecosys-
tem’s needs. 

The forest is a constantly changing
place. Nothing lives forever. The forest
we see today will not exist like this for-
ever due to forest succession – the
replacement of one plant community by
another over time. We use our knowl-
edge of these changes for management.

The first thing I will do in managing
the forest is take an inventory of what is
out there by looking at soil maps, habitat
types, air photos, and by collecting data
on the ground. I measure tree density
(basal area per acre and/or trees per
acre), tree species distribution, tree age,
tree diameters, tree heights and more.
Then I take this data and determine what
type of treatment is needed to get the
results we want to see. I reference the
master plan for the state forest and
numerous handbooks for public lands. I
look at the history of a site to see what
the previous management plan was.
What was the prior forester’s vision? 

While I am writing about what I do, it
really is a team effort. I consult with
other professional foresters that work on
the state forest as well as wildlife biolo-
gists, endangered resources specialists,
recreation managers and others as neces-
sary. I feel fortunate to be working with
a great group of people.

Individual tree species have different
requirements for optimum growth. Sil-
vics is the life history and general char-
acteristics of forest trees. Some trees
grow best in full sunlight while others
can thrive in the shade waiting for their
opportunity to grow. Groups of similar
trees form a forest stand. A stand is a
group of trees uniform in age, composi-
tion, and structure, and growing on a site
of uniform quality, to be a distinguish-
able unit. Different garden types are
tended differently and different forest
stand types receive different kinds of
management. Forest types are generally
restricted by the soils and available
moisture. Get to know the soils and you

understand the forest.
Let’s look at northern red oak as an

example. Red oak needs abundant sun-
light and grows on a variety of sites, but
only competes well against other tree
species on sandy/gravelly soils. Oak
forests have evolved with fire, like many
tree species have. One challenge of
regenerating oak forests today is that
humans have been suppressing forest
fires for the last 100 years. In order to
regenerate oak forests, there must be a
disturbance that mimics the life history

of oaks to provide just the right amount
of sunlight and prepare the seedbed to let
the oak trees have an advantage over the
competition. This is where silviculture
comes in. Silviculture is the art and sci-
ence of controlling the establishment,
growth, composition, health, and quality
of forest and woodlands to meet the
diverse needs and values of landowners
and society on a sustainable basis. The
most common silvicultural system used
to regenerate an oak forest is called a

Life As A Forester

Maple and birch forest. Good forest management will help increase tree
growth and vigor while maintaining visual and wildlife benefits.

    

Autumns’ splendor

Dean Baker photograph
Autumn is a wonderful time to explore the NHAL State Forest. The
Lost Canoe Lake carry-in landing exhibits Mother Nature’s magic.

See FORESTER. . . page 34
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There are certain tasks we do every
day that we also do at campsites. Cooking
meals, dishwashing, bathing, producing
trash, sleeping and cleaning are just a few
of these tasks. When camping remotely, it

can feel challenging to take care of your
basic needs while taking care of the for-
est. There are, however, things you can do
while camping to minimize your impact
on the environment.

Food
Keep your food in coolers that latch.

Never leave food out or take into your
tent. Raccoons, black bear, and other
animals that live nearby have an excel-
lent sense of smell and will make a mess
of your site and can be dangerous in
close proximity. Try to pack with the
thought of reducing the amount of trash
to bring out. Do your dishes and bathing

away from the shore and
use biodegradable prod-
ucts. Do not throw food
or trash into a wilderness
latrine. Keep your camp-
ing card, and use a
NHAL State Forest
campground dumpster or
take trash home.

Shelter
Resist the urge to go

back further into the
wilderness to set your
tent. The new area you
claim may not be
inspected for hazards.
Tents will smother all
vegetation, some of
which could be rare. Use
the tent pad which should
obvious as it is close to
the table and a level area.

Minimize your impact when camping remotely

See IMPACT. . . 
page 39

Chopping into live trees will weaken the tree and lead to disease and
death.

Disturbing
the soil of
your
campsite
can lead to
soil ero-
sion and
invasive
species.

Dan
Jacoby,
Water

Recreation
Coordinator
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Welcome to your state
forest! You’ll notice at the
picnic areas, shelters,
beaches, and other day

use areas that there are no
garbage or recycling bins.

When you visit many
Wisconsin state forests,

parks and recreation
areas, you need to take
your garbage and recy-
clables home with you.

Why?
Home away from

home: The forests belong
to all of us, and just like
home, we need to care for
them and keep them
clean.

Less mess: Removal of
the garbage and recycling
containers eliminates the

smells and mess they cre-
ate. It also cuts down on
yellow jackets and other
pests.

Reduce, reuse, recy-
cle: Wisconsin state law
requires us to recycle
many materials we once
threw away. Better yet, we
can make new choices of

what to bring with use.
The more reusable things
we pack, the less garbage
we’ll create.

It’s good for us and for
our earth home.

Thanks for helping out
by carrying out what
you’ve carried in.

Carry in – carry out.

Carry in – carry out

  

    

    
   

  

  

    

    
   

  

www.acehardware.com

  

    

   

   
  

33 Flavors
Featuring

CHOCOLATE
SHOPPE SUPER
PREMIUM ICE

CREAM
• • •

FRESHLY BAKED WAFFLE CONES
THE BEST SUNDAES, FLURRIES  & 

FRESH FRUIT SMOOTHIES

soapnsudslaundry.comOpen 6am-11pm

Cleanest Laundry
Credit/Debit Cards Accepted

Soft Water
FREE WiFi

NEW Super Size Washers & Dryers
Drop-off Laundry Service

Friendly Staff

Wifi

715-356-2726 • Hwy. 47 in Woodruff • Next to Walgreens

What’s The 
Scoop

Open 10:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.
whatsthescoopicecreamshoppe.com

  

    

    
   

  

Hwy. 51 North Woodruff 2 miles north of the stoplights

   

(888) 356-9220 • (715) 356-9220

Murphy’s
OPEN

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9-5 
SATURDAY 9-3

Furniture 
& Bedding

Locally owned for 36 Years

www.murphysfurniture.com
Whenever you are behind
the wheel, but paticularly...

• Dusk to Dawn
• On Rural and Suburban Roads
• Fall Mating Season
(October through December)
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215 County Hwy. W, Manitowish Waters, WI

- NEW Multi-Use Trail System
- Spanning Over 1200 Acres
- 20 Miles of Trails featuring:
• Single Track Mountain Biking
• Trail Biking
• Hiking & Running

- Beautiful Bog Boardwalk and 
River Trail

- Canoeing, Kayaking and Hiking

- Find Us On The New Paved Bike Trail
- Eco-Series Day Camps (4-10 Yr Olds)
- Nature Nook, Gardens and Sensory
Explorations

Find Us on Facebook!(715) 543.2085

A Natural Destination 
for Discovery

www.DiscoveryCenter.net 

  

    

    
   

  

SCREENED PORCH & Outdoor patio

PARKSIDE TAVERN
RESTAURANT & BAR

ON REST LAKE
Downtown Manitowish Waters

CHEF TOM
Serving fine food

in a casual atmosphere
715-543-2582

Website - mwparksidetavern.com
5998 Hwy. W, Manitowish Waters, WI 54545

Like us on Facebook

  

    

   

   
   

LAKELAND TRUE 
VALUE  HARDWARE
5967 County Rd W • Manitowish Waters

Downtown Manitowish Waters

715.543.8036
M-F 8-5
Sat 8-3
Sun 9-1

ONE-STOP Spot for your 
Camping Needs!

• Charcoal/Fluid
• Grills

• Grilling Utensils

• Hardware
• Tools
• Tarps

• Boating Supplies
• Portable Heaters

• Swim Gear

• Over 6,000 sq.ft. of Hardware

 

   

 

 

        

         
           

       

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT®

FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

CAMP JORN YMCA  |  715.543.8808
13591 ZENNER LANE  |  PO BOX 430
MANITOWISH WATERS, WI 54545

WWW.CAMPJORNYMCA.ORG
REGISTRATION@CAMPJORNYMCA.ORG

COME EXPLORE THE NORTHWOODS WITH US!

Catch the Spirit!

  

    

    
   

  

Welcome to the beautiful Northwoods - 
where the scenery is 

magnificent year-round!
Take a moment stop by the Steam Boat Lounge, enjoy a

libation.... hurricane season begins at the Bayou in May.
Enjoy an appetizer -  maybe blackened chicken sliders or
go for the full service dinner, Creole/Cajun or American
fare. See ya soon!
Reservations honored and appreciated call 715-543-2537
Serving liquid refreshments from 4 pm and Dinner at 5 pm.
Its EASY to find us! We are 18 miles north of Woodruff at the

Spider Lake Bridge- Manitowish Waters
It’s the big BLUE building. Come by car, boat or sea plane. 
or we will pick you up at the Manitowish Waters Airport!

Closed Sunday

  

    

   

   
  

Family Owned and Operated -Celebrating 35 Years!

 

   

 

        

           
           

       

Main Events
May 8-9
11th Annual Northwoods 
Birding Festival 
July 4
MW Independence Day Celebration 
July 18
Spend the Day in Manitowish Waters 
Sept. 5
Northwoods BAD-DASH Mud Run
Oct. 3
Cran-A-Rama

Ongoing Events
Sundays – May 24 to Sept. 13 
Music in the Park 
Mondays – June 8 to Aug. 24
Lions Bingo 
Thursdays – June 4 to Aug 27
Lions Flea, Craft & Farmer’s Market 
Wed. & Sat.– Mid June to Mid Aug.
Skiing Skeeters Water Ski Shows 
Fridays – July 10 to Oct. 2
FREE Cranberry Marsh Tours

Manitowish Waters 
Chamber of Commerce

715-543-8488
www.ManitowishWaters.org

16 miles of

paved 
bike

trails c
onnec

ted

to a 47
 mile 

system
!

  

    

   

   
  

OPENING
MAY IST

We are proud to 
represent around 40 local 

artists that handcraft a 
wide variety of the highest 

quality two-and three-
dimensional 

artwork.

Monday - Saturday
10 - 4

(715) 543-8110  
Call for seasonal hours

  

    

   

   
   

wwwwww..aanngglleerrssffiinneeffooooddaannddssppiirriittss..ccoomm

66110011 CCttyy..
RRdd.. WW,,
MMaanniittoowwiisshh
WWaatteerrss,, WWII
5544554455

LLuunncchh &&
DDiinnnneerr

SSppeecciiaallss

OOppeenn aatt 1111::0000AAMM
CClloosseedd
TTuueessddaayy

RReessttaauurraanntt
771155--554433--22330066

 

   

 

        

          
            

      

M A N I T O W I S H W A T E R S
E x p e r i e n c e  o u r  l e g e n d a r y  1 0 - l a k e  c h a i n

Whenever you are behind
the wheel, but paticularly...

• Dusk to Dawn
• On Rural and Suburban Roads
• Fall Mating Season
(October through December)
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Come join us in the winter for skiing
and snowshoeing NHAL State Forest
trails. In addition to the summer and fall
months, many visitors enjoy year-round
recreation on NHAL trails. Consider
checking us out during our winter
months. The snow season often arrives
in November and stays with us until
spring thaw in April. When enough
snow falls, we groom the ski trails to
offer great Nordic skiing in our beautiful
Northwoods. 

NHAL has a long history of cross
country ski trails that have supplied gen-
erations of XC skiers with a choice of
trails to recreate, exercise and take in the
quiet beauty on our State Forest. I
remember skiing some of these trails in
the 1970s and still ski them today. Many
trails were groomed for classic skiing
only in the past, but now there are skat-
ing trails groomed for the freestyle skier
to enjoy also. In addition, more snow-
shoe trails depart from the same XC
trailheads. Snowshoe trails are pet
friendly for those looking to have their
furry companions out with them, but
pets are not allowed on ski trails that are
groomed by the state forest.  

My ‘roots’ began in 1972 with my old
wood skis, bamboo poles, three-pin
leather boots and breaking the trail
wherever the desire to explore took me. 

I have skied most all of these trails
over the years. I have tried to ski as
many of them as I can each year but
return to my favorites more than once
every season. With the option to classic
ski or skate ski, there is so much variety
in terrain and skill level on the many
miles of trails. Myself, I prefer to classic
ski. Striding in the tracks has always just

felt better to me. I suggest you try them
all too or just stick to the trails that suit
your tastes. 

To help you sort out the range of dif-
ficulty of all these trails, I offer you a
brief description of the NHAL groomed
trails in the forest. 

For the beginner or someone looking
for a short trail loop to enjoy, I suggest
the Madeline Lake Trail (classic) and
the McNaughton Lake Trail (both clas-
sic and skating) systems. They both
include loops of varying lengths. Both
trails are relatively flat with some
rolling hills. Madeline trail does have
one very steep hill where it is recom-
mended that the novice skier remove
their skis and walk down the side of the
trail to the bottom of the hill, unless
they’re feeling adventurous and need
more risk in their lives compared to
cozy, city-dwelling existence. Powell
trail is also flat and good for beginners.
If you would like to give cross country
skiing a try, many local businesses offer
ski rentals.

Raven Trail has a few short loops that
are pretty level and an expert loop that is
challenging for the skilled skier. The
Escanaba Lake Trail has longer loop
trails that are advanced rated trails.

Many hills and
turns require
experienced ski-
ing techniques. 

The groomed
NHAL State For-
est Trails offer
t h r e e - w a l l e d
warming shelters
along the trails,
each with a fire
pit supplied with
dry kindling.
Bring a backpack
filled with snacks
and your favorite
warm beverages
on your ski
adventure and
stop by a shelter
to warm yourself
by the camp fire.
It’s a great experience to make memo-
ries that will be sure to last a lifetime.

The other groomed trails on the State
Forest are run by different/independent
organizations. These trails are open to
the public and maintained by dedicated
volunteers. There is no charge but they
do ask for donations. Be sure to give
generously. Razorback Ridges and the
North Lakeland School (NLES) trails
both have heated shelters with electric
and water. The shelters are a great place
to relax and socialize with fellow skiers.

Where ever you choose to ski remem-
ber to clean up after yourself to help
keep the forest beautiful. Be mindful of
other users of the forest and keep it
clean for everyone to enjoy.

As the NHAL Forestry Supervisor, I
would like to point out that forest goals
are established to manage for a variety
of social, economic and ecological ben-
efits. You will notice that all of the trails
you ski, hike, or bike have been man-
aged in the past. The NHAL forestry
management plan considers aesthetics in
all areas with trails. The XC ski trails
travel through a variety of forest types
and ages. Personally, I enjoy the big
pines and the areas of oaks and aspen. I
am sure you will find many to your lik-
ing. 

As you read this visitor’s guide publi-
cation, I suggest you lace up your hiking
boots or pump up the tires on the moun-
tain bike and explore the trails on dry
ground. Most trails are signed for hiking
and biking. The views will change with
the leaves out and the wildlife and bird
populations that shift with the seasons.
It will add so much more to your winter
experience to get to know an area of the
state forest with a different perspective.
Many have found that it enriches their
experience to explore a trail or lake over
and over again. We are fortunate to have
access to so many beautiful public
spaces that can be enjoyed all year long.
I encourage you to get out and find a
new favorite trail. 

The latest grooming report and trail
conditions are posted on the skinnyski
website or trail report hotline. Ski Trail
Report: 715-385-3355 ext. 121

www.skinnyski.com
Maps of many of these trails in the

list can be found in the Visitors Guide.
The others can be found on the NHAL
State Forest Recreation and Facilities
Map and on the Vilas County Silent
Sports map. 

Jeff Olsen

FUN FACT #8
BY KIMBERLY KRAWCZYK
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Eastern Hemlock Stands. Eastern
hemlock, also called Canada hemlock or
hemlock spruce, is a slow-growing long-
lived tree which unlike many trees grows
well in shade. It may take 250 to 300
years to reach maturity and may live for
800 years or more. Hemlock bark was
once the source of tannin for the leather
industry; now the wood is important to
the pulp and paper industry. Dense
stands of eastern hemlock develop
microclimates because of their dense
canopy, dense shading, deep duff layer,
and retention of moisture and uniformly
low temperatures. The canopy can be so
dense that an understory is unable to
develop, giving the stand a mystical feel-
ing. Despite the high production of
pinecones by individual trees, the viability
of eastern hemlock seed is usually low.
Sometimes hemlock regeneration is
restricted to rotten logs (called nurse
logs), stumps, and mounds that normally
have warmer surfaces and better mois-
ture retention than the forest floor. Hem-
lock stands are considered important as
cover for ruffed grouse, turkeys, and
many other animals. Rich in biodiversity,
hemlock forests are also habitat for more
than 120 different species, including: pine
marten, fisher, bobcat, snowshoe hare,
red squirrel, porcupine, pileated wood
pecker, yellow-bellied sapsucker,
goldfinches, crossbills and grosbeaks. 

Small stands of Hemlock can be found
on both the Fallison and Raven Nature
Trails, but one of the largest stands of
Hemlock on the forest is the Plum Lake
Hemlock Forest (State Natural Area # No.
26). Plum Lake Hemlock Forest is a near
virgin stand of old-growth on rolling
topography between Star Lake and Plum
Lake. Canopy trees include hemlock, yel-
low birch, sugar maple, basswood, and
paper birch. The presence of large white
birch suggests a fire origin with the stand
originating around 1810 and succeeding
from aspen to pine to hemlock. To get
there, from the north junction of State
Highway 155 and County Highway N in
Sayner, go west on N 2.1 miles, then
north 4.2 miles on Razorback Road, then
east 1 mile on Rearing Pond Road, then
south at the T intersection 0.5 mile to the
western boundary. Park along the road
and walk southeast into the site. To
access the eastern portion, from the
south junction of 155 and N in Sayner, go
east and north on N 4.8 miles, then
southwest on Tramper’s Trail (Hook Lake
Road) 0.8 miles to a parking area.

XCSkiing the NHAL

Joe Fieweger photograph
The Escanaba ski trail provides breathtaking scenery through the
NHAL.

Jeff
Olsen,
Forestry 

Supervisor

NHAL Groomed XC Trails
Raven Trail

Madeline Lake Trail
Escanaba Lake Trail

McNaughton Lake Trail

NHAL ungroomed XC Trails
Lumberjack Trail

Powell Trail
Shannon Lake Trail

Van Vliet Hemlocks Trails
Other Groomed XC Trails

Boulder Junction Winter Park Trails (Boulder Junction) 
Camp Manitowish Trails (Boulder Junction)

Fort Wilderness Trails (Newbold)
North Lakeland Trails (Manitowish Waters)

Razorback Ridges Trails (Sayner)
Schlecht Lake Trails (Scattered State Lands, Minocqua)

Statehouse Trail (Manitowish Waters)
WinMan Trails (Manitowish Waters)



By Kimberly Miller
WI DNR

There is nothing quite like spending
an evening away from home at one of
NHAL’s hundreds of campsites.
Whether you seek the solitude of one of
the primitive camping sites or the con-
venience of the modern sites, we need
your help making sure they stay safe and
beautiful for years to come. 

You may be asking how? Well, the
trees in and surrounding our camping
sites play a big part in helping to create
an environment that keeps people com-
ing back. However, simple acts during
your stay that seem innocent can have a
lasting and detrimental effect to our
trees. You can help by considering
before – not after it is too late – the dam-
age that can result from these common
actions:

Ax and knife wounds are the most
common type of injury. Tree wounds are

not only unsightly, they frequently do
not heal. Wood that is exposed when
bark is injured or removed is attacked by
decay, fungi and insects. Larger wounds
then develop, and the tree may become
unsafe.

Unknowingly, many people harm
trees by hanging lanterns on them. Heat
from the lanterns kills the adjacent bark
and cambial tissue under the bark. This
inhibits the tree’s ability to take up water
and nutrients. 

Attaching any kind of rope/wire to a
tree (such as a clothesline) and leaving it
there will eventually kill the tree. These
materials girdle trees, leading to a slow
death.

Be careful not to hit trees while back-
ing in; neither the trees nor the vehicle
were built for it.

Please only park in designated areas.
Overuse of areas around camping sites
that are not suitable for heavy foot traffic
or vehicles will severely compact and

erode the soil. As a result, roots suffer
from exposure above ground and a lack
of water and air below ground. This can
ultimately be the demise of the trees.

Breaking firewood across a tree trunk
can bruise and kill the bark and cambial
tissue underneath. This also inhibits the
trees ability to take up water and nutri-
ents.

Trees need their skin, too! Even
though trees regularly discard old bark,
premature removal will kill them.

YOU CAN HELP! 
• Cut firewood on a chopping block

rather than a tree trunk or exposed roots. 
• Set lanterns on a table or on the

ground.
• Remove all wires and ropes when

you leave the camp site. 
• Take care not to injure trees while

maneuvering vehicles and campers. 
• Avoid exposed roots where possible.

Park and ride motor vehicles only on
authorized roads and trails. 

• Do not remove bark – even loose
bark – from trees. 

• Do not chain pets to the base of
trees. The leash saws through the bark as
the animal moves about.

• Do not drive nails and other objects
into trees. This provides a place for
harmful insects and decay fungi to enter.

By observing some of these basic
rules, you will be helping us to maintain
the health of our trees. However, keep in
mind that many of these same ideas can

Campers, we need your help 
protecting the trees!
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For more than 100 years, the foresters
at Trout Lake Forestry Headquarters
have been involved in shaping the envi-
ronment, the forest aesthetics and ecolo-
gy of the northwoods. The state forest
program contributes to the economy of
the area with jobs on the Forest and
contract forestry work. The benefits to
society are seen in the recreation
throughout the lands and waters of the
NHAL State Forest. We are proud to be
a part of the Wisconsin State Forest sys-
tem. 

1911 saw the first seeds of a new for-
est planted at the Trout Lake nursery
where the forestry and maintenance
buildings are located today. You can see
some of these pine trees today at the
Star Lake Nature Trail. Currently we
have 7 forester positions, several limit-
ed term employees, and a supervisor to
look after an active management pro-
gram. For example, many pine trees are
planted each spring, timber management
plans developed and set up; contract for
services are administered, close monitor-
ing and suppression of small wildfires
and inventory of each timber stand on
the forest is recorded every 20 years. We
sell thousands of cords of firewood per-
mits, Christmas tree permits along with
bough and bark gathering permits. It’s a
very busy year-round organization to
run. Check us out at,
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/StateForests/nhal/

Forest Management
Wisconsin DNR lands are managed

for multiple-use objectives as the 2005

NHAL Master Plan specifies. Along
with non-timber objectives, the DNR
lands are used to demonstrate various
forest practices to the public, while
meeting a variety of habitat objectives.
Resource managers within the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources use these
objectives to manage each state forest as
a healthy ecosystem. Each year, about 2
percent of the forest of the NHAL State
Forest, DNR ownership is actively man-
aged. 

There are also many stands of forest
that are designated as passive manage-
ment. This means no active manage-
ment takes place on these stands to pro-
vide foresters with examples of natural
process effects to older forest areas.
Many of these stands are great areas for
the public to hike and view the North-
woods as it existed undisturbed in the
past. Forest managers also leave patch-
es and individual trees that are legacies
of the past forest in active management
zones. These trees serve as seed sources
and habitat that is rare in most of Wis-
consin’s landscape. 

Of the area in active harvest more

than 70 percent of the management pre-
scriptions are selective, which reduce
the density of stems to accelerate
growth of the remaining trees and verti-
cal structural diversity within the stand
harvested. Approximately 30 percent of
the stands actively managed each year
are harvested using regeneration tech-
niques. After harvest these forests are
either replanted or regenerate naturally
and will continue to grow and produce
forest habitats and wood products for
future generations. Regenerating forests
also provide important habitats for
species associated with young forests
such as ruffed grouse, snowshoe hare
and woodcock.

Harvested stands are either regener-
ated naturally or are planted with
seedlings. The determination of which
method to use is based on the ability of
the site to regenerate naturally and the
ability of the desired species to regener-
ate on a particular site. For example, if
a site experiences hot and dry condi-
tions planting may be the best alterna-
tive. This is most common for the pine
species, especially jack pine.

Even-aged and uneven-aged man-
agement schemes are the harvest sys-
tems employed on Wisconsin DNR’s
land. Even-aged management includes
clearcuts with reserves, seed tree meth-
ods, shelterwood cuttings, and interme-
diate thinnings. Uneven-aged manage-
ment includes both individual and
group selection techniques. Each of
these systems and techniques are
designed in conjunction with a particu-

lar tree species or community of trees.
For example, uneven-aged single tree
and group selection techniques are used
in northern hardwoods, hemlock-hard-
wood, and swamp hardwood stands. In
contrast, even-aged clearcuts are used
in pine (red, white, and jack), paper
birch, aspen, oak, northern hardwoods,
scrub oak, aspen, fir-spruce, and black
spruce stands. The selection of a man-
agement system and specific technique
depends on many factors, including tree
composition, age of the stand, location,
accessibility, and most importantly the
long-term objectives for the stand under
consideration.

Adapted from DNR Forestry Website

Strong cooperation
NHAL develops its programs to pro-

mote the conservation of native biolog-
ical diversity, including species,
wildlife habitats and ecological or natu-
ral community types, at stand and land-
scape levels. Strong cooperation among
the Division of Forestry and the
Bureaus of Endangered Resources and
Wildlife Management has led to an
exceptional program for the conserva-
tion of native biological diversity. The
program clearly exceeds the standard in
protections afforded rare, threatened or
endangered species or communities. 

It all comes down to a healthy State
forest that is managed well and is certi-
fied to prove it meets strict National and
International standards. Please enjoy
your visit to our forest. We are very
proud of it! 

FUN FACT #9
BY KIMBERLY KRAWCZYK
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Tamarack. The American Tamarack
tree has been known by many local
names over the centuries amongst native
peoples and outdoorsmen. Some of
these names include Eastern Larch,
American Larch, Red Larch, Black Larch,
Takmahak, and Hackmatack. Though the
tamarack tree resembles other ever-
greens, it is actually a deciduous conifer,
meaning that it sheds its’ needles every
fall. It commonly grows in swamps and
sphagnum bogs but also grows in upland
soils. Very often you will see the tall tama-
rack trees growing in pure stands. Just
before the needles drop in autumn, the
needles turn an ethereal golden color. In
the spring, the small cones are a deep
reddish-purple color.

The Chippewa (or Ojibway/Ojibwe)
word for tamarack is ‘muckigwatig’
meaning ‘swamp tree’. The bark of the
tree was used to help heal burns. Tama-
rack used for internal medicine was said
to be a laxative, tonic, diuretic and alter-
ative. 

The Potawatomi and Menominee
made a heat-generating poultice from
fresh inner tamarack bark for inflamma-
tion and wounds, or steeped for a medic-
inal tea. They also used it as a medicine
for their horses, either as a tea to help
Menominee horses with distemper. The
Ojibwe also used tamarack roots to make
twined woven bags. These roots were
stripped of their bark and boiled to make
them pliable. The bags were used to
store medicinal herbs and roots as well
as wild rice. Large tamarack roots
stripped of their bark were also used to
sew the edges of canoes.

Forestry Dept.Update
Jeff

Olsen,
Forestry 

Supervisor

See PROTECT. . . page 31
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UW-Madison field 
stations have long 
history in the NHAL

By Tim Kratz
UW Center for Limnology 

Trout Lake Station
Tom Steele

UW Kemp Natural Resources Station

Welcome to the Northern Highland-
American Legion State Forest! We know
you are here to enjoy the woods and
waters of a truly beautiful and remarkable
place. A place that, every year, tens of
thousands of people use as both a play-
ground and a “home away from home.”
But did you know that this amazing land-
scape is also a living laboratory? 

For 90 years, the Northwoods has been
a hub of scientific research on lakes,
forests, streams, and wetlands. The Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison’s two field
stations – the Trout Lake Station (limnol-
ogy.wisc.edu), founded in 1924, and the
Kemp Natural Resources Station
(kemp.wisc.edu), founded in 1960 – have
been in the middle of most of that activity.
Pioneering lake scientists Edward Birge
and Chancey Juday were attracted to the
area in the 1920s by the abundance of
lakes. By the start of World War II, they
and their colleagues had laid the founda-
tion for the science of limnology – the
study of inland waters. In the forests,
researchers such as Theodore Kozlowski
and Sergei Wilde examined the relation-
ships between trees and soils and forest
insects and disease. Their discoveries,
made more than 50 years ago, still inform
and guide modern forest management. 

Today, this robust tradition of research
continues. This summer, approximately 50
scientists, from faculty, to post-doctoral
researchers, to brand-new undergraduate
students, will be out in the field, trying to
decipher the mysteries of how and why
lakes, forests, and wildlife are changing,
and how this new understanding can lead
to better, science-based management.

The first steps in adapting to a changing
environment are to understand what is
changing, how fast it is changing, and
what is causing the change. At the Trout
Lake Station, the North Temperate Lakes
Long-Term Ecological Research project is
an ongoing effort to answer these ques-
tions. For almost 30 years, UW scientists
have been studying seven lakes and the
surrounding landscape in the NHAL for-
est: Trout, Sparkling, Big Muskellunge,
Allequash, and Crystal Lakes, as well as
two small bog lakes dubbed Trout Bog

and Crystal Bog. Crews visit each lake
every two weeks during the open-water
season to make a series of physical, chem-
ical, and biological measurements. Those
measurements show that, over the past 30
years, the lakes have been getting warmer,
water levels have cycled through high and
low periods, and invasive species have
altered biological communities. These
long-term observations are fundamental to
understanding change, which often acts
too slowly to be seen in more common
short-term studies. 

At Kemp, a diverse group of scientists
studies our terrestrial, or land-based,
resources. They work at scales ranging
from the microscopic to entire landscapes.
Subjects vary from the biology of ticks
and Lyme disease, to the use of satellites
to monitor forest change. Regardless of
the focus, all studies share the same goal  –
to better understand the world around us.
It is this knowledge that informs responsi-
ble stewardship of our precious natural
resources. 

In addition to research, both Kemp and
Trout Lake Stations function as unique
and important outdoor classrooms. While
students obtain an outstanding education
on campus, there are some lessons you
just can’t learn indoors. It is through
direct, hands-on experiences at field sta-
tions that classroom theory comes alive.
Students are immersed (often quite literal-
ly!) in their studies. Not only do they get a
first-hand look at natural systems, they
learn how to think critically about impor-
tant environmental issues.

Scientists at the UW Kemp and Trout
Lake Stations are also eager to share what
they have learned with you. And they are
keen to hear the observations and insights
of the public, many of whom have been
living in or visiting the NHAL area for
decades. The Stations jointly host the pop-
ular “Science on Tap” science café series,
which meets at 6:30 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month (except July
and August) at the Minocqua Brewing
Company. The sessions are live-streamed
and archived so you don’t have to be pres-
ent to participate. More information is
available at www.scienceontapminoc-
qua.org. Kemp Station conducts an active
summer outreach series where participants
interact with scientists and learn about on-
going research in the area. For a list of out-
reach program topics and dates, visit
http://kemp.wisc.edu/outreach/events/. In
addition, the Trout Lake Station invites
you to their open house on Friday, July 31,
2015. There will be tours, demonstrations
and pontoon boat rides. The Trout Lake
Station is located on County Hwy N,

between Highways M and 51. For more
information on Station activities call 715-
356-9494 or send an email to tls@limnol-
ogy.wisc.edu.

Collectively, the Trout Lake and Kemp
Natural Resources Stations have been
studying the Northwoods for almost a cen-
tury. They were established with a simple
goal: to create and disseminate knowledge
about our natural world. Today, that mis-
sion is more important than ever. As soci-
ety places increasing demands on the
environment, we must look to science to
provide innovative answers regarding sus-

tainable resource use – ensuring that the
Northwoods continues to be both a world-
class classroom and playground for us all. 

FUN FACT #10
BY KIMBERLY KRAWCZYK

CRYSTAL LAKE RANGER
STATION MANAGER

Rustic Road. According to WI State
Statue 83.42 the purpose of a rustic road
is “…to create and preserve rustic and
scenic roads for vehicular, bicycle, electric
personal assistive mobility device, and
pedestrian travel in unhurried, quiet and
leisurely enjoyment; to protect and pre-
serve recreational driving, culture, beauty,
trees, vegetation and wildlife. There is one
rustic road designated within the North-
ern Highland American Legion State For-
est. Rustic Road 60 follows the eastern
portion of County Highway K in Vilas
County between County Highway N and
County Highway M. Rustic Road 60 is a
little less than 12 miles long. The topogra-
phy is mostly level to gently rolling.
Canopies of coniferous and hardwood
trees enhance the scenic beauty of R-60
as it passes near old logging camp sites,
hiking trails and an old saw mill located
near the town of Star Lake. The entire
stretch of this scenic drive traverses
heavily wooded areas abundant with
wildlife. R-60 offers frequent scenic vistas
of numerous, clear Northwoods lakes and
dense forestland. 

Studying our Woods and Waters

Meredith Smalley photograph
UW-Madison professor Anna Pidgeon and undergraduate student Cody
Lane are studying the relationship between lakes and songbirds.

Meredith Smalley photograph
Undergraduate student Ellen Albright takes a water chemistry sample
from Trout Lake as part of the North Temperate Lakes Long-Term Eco-
logical Research program. Data are used to understand whether, how
and why the lakes are changing.

be transferred to your own yard to pro-
tect your trees at home. In addition to
what was mentioned above, these are
also common injuries to yard trees:

Mowers, weed whips, and other trim-
ming equipment often wound trees by
cutting through important vascular tis-
sue. This leads to decay and potential
death. 

Make sure when planting a new tree
that it is done properly. Some common
mistakes are planting the tree too deep,
and not removing the ties, burlap and
tags.

When pruning your trees, make sure
that it is done properly and for the right

reasons. Improper pruning provides a
place for harmful insects and decay
fungi to enter.

Moisture is critical to trees. Make sure
to provide proper amounts of water to
your trees, especially trees planted in the
last 2 to 3 years. 

Mulch your trees, but do not go over-
board. Properly applied mulch will
increase growth rates, prevent basal
damage, and conserve soil moisture.

For more information on proper care
of your trees, visit
www.treesaregood.org.

Remember that all injuries are not
immediately apparent and may take
years to manifest into something more
serious. The more injuries we can pre-
vent, the fewer trees will need to be
removed. A loss of trees not only dimin-
ishes the enjoyment of the camping sites

and your yards, removing and replacing
them is costly. PROTECT

From page 30



What 
do we 
do in the 
off-season?

Two NHAL employ-
ees brave the wind,
sleet, and cold in
late October to
remove a boat dock
on Lake Toma-
hawk.

Melissa Baker photograph
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The Northern Highland-American
Legion State Forest is located within the
most abundant and closely concentrated
surface water resource region in Wiscon-
sin. More than 900 lakes lie within the
forest boundaries. These waters range
from numerous unnamed lakes of less
than 10 surface acres to the nearly 4,000
acres comprising Trout Lake. Numerous
streams and rivers create a network of
“roads” between the lakes.

Major recreational users of these
water resources include anglers, swim-
mers, skiers, boaters, canoeists and
sightseers. These activities generate a
tourist-oriented recreational industry
within and surrounding the forest – an
industry which has significant economic

importance to the area.
A generalized listing of the sport fish-

ery includes muskellunge, northern pike,
walleye, largemouth bass, smallmouth
bass and the commonly classified pan-
fish species; bluegills, perch, crappies,
pumpkinseed and bullheads. Cold water
species include brook, brown and rain-
bow trout.

Other unique species that contribute
to the sport fishery are sturgeon in the
Manitowish River system, lake trout and
whitefish in Trout Lake, and cisco,
which are more commonly associated
with the larger, deeper lakes.

With the diversity of fish species pres-
ent, all types of angler interest can be
satisfied. Whether your preference is to
pitch a bucktail over a weed bed in hopes
of catching a muskie, fishing a jig and
minnow on a rock bar for walleye, slip-
ping a canoe into a spring fed pond in the
hopes of getting a fat brook trout, or just
flipping a worm near a fallen tree for
panfish, the opportunity exists within the
state forest.

FUN FACT #11
BY KIMBERLY KRAWCZYK

CRYSTAL LAKE RANGER
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Kettle Lakes - As mentioned earlier, the
Northern Highlands Region has one of
the highest concentrations of kettle lakes
in the world. Lakes cover over 12 percent
of the surface of the NHAL State Forest.
Lakes can be classified by their hydrology
into four main groups. Each provides dif-
ferent aquatic habitats.

Drainage lakes - These lakes have
both an inlet and outlet where the main
water source is stream drainage. Most
major rivers in Wisconsin have drainage
lakes along their course. Drainage lakes
owing one-half of their maximum
depth to a dam are considered to be arti-
ficial lakes. (Examples of drainage lakes
on the NHAL are: Allequash, Big,
Carrol, Plum, Star, Trout and Upper Gre-
sham).

Seepage lakes - These lakes do not
have an inlet or an outlet, and only occa-
sionally overflow. As landlocked water
bodies, the principal source of water is
precipitation or runoff, supplemented by
groundwater from the immediate
drainage area. Since seepage lakes com-
monly reflect groundwater levels and rain-
fall patterns, water levels may fluctuate
seasonally. Seepage lakes are the most
common lake type in Wisconsin. (Buffalo,
Clear, Crystal, Fallison, Firefly, Jag,
Muskellunge, Razorback and Starrett).

Spring lakes - These lakes have no
inlet, but do have an outlet. The primary
source of water for spring lakes is
groundwater flowing into the bottom of
the lake from inside and outside the
immediate surface drainage area. Spring
lakes are the headwaters of many
streams and are a fairly common type of
lake in northern Wisconsin. (Allequash
Springs, Cunard, Little John)

Drained lakes - These lakes have no
inlet, but like spring lakes, have a continu-
ously flowing outlet. Drained lakes are
not groundwater-fed. Their primary
source of water is from precipitation and
direct drainage from the surrounding land.
Frequently, the water levels in drained
lakes will fluctuate depending on the sup-
ply of water. Under severe conditions, the
outlets from drained lakes may become
intermittent. Drained lakes are the least
common lake type found in Wisconsin.
(Sandy Beach Lake).

The water quality of a lake and species
of fish present are significantly influenced
by the lake type. For example, drainage
lakes support fish populations which are
not necessarily identical to the streams
connected to them. Drainage lakes usual-
ly have higher nutrient levels than many
natural seepage or spring lakes. In con-
trast to drainage lakes, landlocked seep-
age lakes are not influenced by streams.
Consequently, seepage lakes frequently
have a less diverse fishery. 

campsites on the property. Make sure
you are planning for the type of site that
will meet your needs for length of stay
and type of water craft (motorized/non-
motorized/electric motor only) that you
will use on your trip.

The majority of our water access
campsites are designated as canoe camp-
sites. These sites (indicated by a white
triangle on the Canoe Route Map) are
available free of charge on a first-come,
first-served basis. In order to allow
access to as many people as possible,
and to ensure that all visitors can travel
along the entire water trail route, visitors
to these sights are allowed to stay one
night only. 

The forest also offers 17 remote
reservable campsites (indicated by black
triangles on the map). Visitors to these
sites can stay up to 14 nights. To reserve
these sites, visitors should contact
Reserve America at 1-888-947-2757 or
visit their website at http://wisconsin-
stateparks.reserveamerica.com/. Remote
reservable campsites are numbered in
the 600s on Reserve America and have a
numbered post at the campsite. When

arriving for your trip, you will need to
check in to your sight at the ranger sta-
tion listed on your reservation confirma-
tion. 

If you are unsure about canoe camp-
ing you could try a walk-in site at one
our family campgrounds to see if you
enjoy a bit more rustic type of camping.
If you enjoy the walk-in sites you may
like the quiet and solitude of canoe sites
along the lakes and rivers.

The canoe routes on the NHAL are
designed for intermediate level paddlers
and those who have some experience
canoe camping. Safety on the water
needs to be your first priority. Life vests
should be worn at all times and paddlers
should be certain of their skill level rela-
tive to the water body and weather con-
ditions. Please familiarize yourself with
boating rules and regulations before ven-
turing onto the water. 

Items to include on your trip would be
a compass, waterproof matches, drinking
water or a water filter. A lake contour
map will help you to avoid rock bars and
may be helpful if fishing.

To ensure a positive experience for
yourself and other visitors it is suggested
that you adhere to the following best
practices. 

Be mindful of the level of noise in
your campsite. Music and voices travel
easily across water and what may seem
like harmless fun can disturb fellow vis-
itors and wildlife. 

Do not cause damage to the vegeta-
tion, trees, or soil of your campsite. 

To prevent the infiltration of chemi-
cals to the lakes and rivers, bathe and
wash dishes with biodegradable soap
away from the water.

Pack with the goal of reducing waste
and remove all trash from your campsite.
(Never burn cans, bottles or other trash
and do not dump trash into the latrine) 

While a latrine is provided at your
campsite, no paper products are provid-
ed. Please bring your own.

While many fire rings have a cooking
grate, these are often easily damaged. To
ensure you have an adequate cooking
surface, please bring a steel cooking
grate. 

We appreciate you visiting the North-
ern Highland-American Legion State
Forest and welcome you to try our Water
Trails. 

Dan Jacoby can be contacted at 715-
614 -5115 or dan.jacoby@wisconsin.gov
to answer questions you may have about
water trails.

CANOE
From page 21

WaterResources of the Forest

Staff photograph
The water resources of the NHAL are abundant and offer many recre-
ational opportunities. 
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Are you good at discovering secrets? There are many wait-
ing for you at your favorite state park, forest, trail, or recre-
ation area. Just stop by the nature center or contact station
and pick up a Wisconsin Explorer booklet. Inside, you will
find nature activities, scavenger hunts, games, hikes, and
crafts that will help you and your family explore Wisconsin’s
natural resources. 

Complete the requirements listed in the
booklet, and you’ll earn a collectable
state symbol patch. For 2015, the
patches are:

• American robin (ages 3-5) 
• Muskie (ages 6-8)
• Wood violet (ages 9+)
For more information, ask

park staff or visit
www.wiparks.net and search for
“Wisconsin Explorer.”

Kids, become a Wisconsin Explorer!



Cotton grass

Dean Baker photograph
Cotton grass like this can be found in bogs or wetlands throughout
The Northern Highland American Legion State Forest.

Winter tranquility

Dean Baker photograph
Many fishing opportunities exist beyond the summer season once the
lakes become frozen. 

Dear Steve,
Why are there so many people walk-

ing and running on the paved bike trails.
Don’t they know it’s for bicycles?

Sincerely, 
Rollin’ with my Homies

Dear Rollin’
The paved bike trails are open for

multiple uses (bicycling, walking, run-
ning, roller skating). All visitors should
practice proper etiquette while using the
trails including staying to the right of the
trail, allowing plenty of room for oncom-
ing bicyclists, and announcing your pres-
ence if you are passing someone from
behind. Simply saying, “On your left”
before passing will let the people in front
of you know that you are there and allow
them to move to the right to let you
through. 

Dear Steve,
Why do so many of the boat landings

have huge deep spots followed by shal-
low spots. This makes it very difficult for
me to put my boat in and out of the lake. 

Sincerely,
Without a Paddle

Dear Without,
What you are describing is damage

caused by recreationists when they
power load their boats. Power loading is
when a boater “guns” their motor while
loading their boat onto their trailer.
When this happens, the increased water
flow from the propeller blows out the
soil at the base of the boat ramp creating
a drop off at the end of the landing. That
soil is then deposited further down the
landing creating a raised, shallow area.
The best way to prevent this from hap-
pening is to trim up your motor if you
power load or, better yet, to coast your
boat onto your trailer.

Dear Steve,
Last summer I brought my new fifth-

wheel to Crystal and a low hanging
branch hit the air conditioner. I fixed it
but it sure stung and I hope you’ll con-
sider doing some pruning over the roads.

Sincerely,
Hi 5’er

Dear 5’er
I heard about that. Last fall we spent

considerable time pruning the overhead
branches on our roads and hope that you
find it less risky to navigate our roads.
Now that I’m personally pulling a
lengthy trailer through our campgrounds

you can believe I’m even more aware of
trees that crowd the edge or hang low.
And I’m reminded that in the early 60s
when a lot of our campgrounds were
built there simply weren’t RVs as big as
they are now. So I’ll do my best to main-
tain the clearance we can and ask that
campers with big trailers be careful and
let us know if we missed a branch that
might be a problem.

Dear Steve,
Boy! You guys sure are busy in the

summer with all the campers. You must
really have it easy in the winter months
when they are all gone. What do you do
all winter?

Sincerely,
Living Easy Street

Dear Living,
I’m glad you asked. While our work is

highly visible in the summer months
when there are so many visitors around,
our winter months are equally busy. In
the spring and fall, our operations crew
is preparing facilities for summer use
and shutting facilities down for winter.
This work begins in mid-April and con-
tinues through November. Most of our
employees are seasonal staff and they
begin leaving on Labor Day. In the win-

ter, we groom four trails for cross coun-
try skiing and plow roads and parking
lots for visitor use. In addition, the win-
ter months are also when we do most of
our planning. Each year we have several
development projects on the property.
This year, we will be replacing many of
our old toilet buildings with new, state of
the art facilities. Projects like these must
be planned years in advance. In addition,
each year we produce this newspaper,
create training for summer staff, order
and organize supplies, and open/close
our yearly financials. In many ways our
winter months are busier than our sum-
mers as this is the time when all of the
background work and preparation for
summer must be done. 
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Dear Steve....  

shelterwood, which could be the subject
of another article (or book).

After inventory and creating a man-
agement plan, I will set up a timber sale
by designating which trees to harvest. I
designate trees to harvest (or retain)
using different paint marking schemes.
You may have seen trees in the forest
marked with different colors of paint. I
exclude areas of trees to protect wetland
and riparian areas, endangered and
threatened plants and animals, or for
aesthetics reasons. The sales are bid on
and harvested only by independent con-
tractors who are trained and certified in
logging. A skeptic would say that tim-

ber sales are all about making money.
While there is no doubt money
involved, it is necessary to have mar-
kets in order to manage the forest in
today’s world. During active harvesting
operations, I check on the loggers fre-
quently much like anyone who hires a
contractor would do. If you hired a con-
tractor to work on your house, you
would want to check on them once in a
while to make sure things are going the
way you wanted and according to a
written contract.

A recently logged area may not look
good at first but just because something
doesn’t look good does not mean it is
necessarily bad for the environment. In
fact, some things in the landscape that
we think look nice are not actually good
for the environment. Many fertilizers

and weed killers that are used to make
our lawns beautiful are also responsible
for changes in water quality and aquat-
ic life. 

In a forest, wildlife biologists and
ecologists tell us that messy is good.
Tree tops and branches (slash) left over
from logging provide habitat for small
animals and insects. The wood remain-
ing on the site also acts as a fertilizer,
slowly releasing nutrients back in to the
soil. Foresters see the forest differently
than most people. We see tree regenera-
tion, we see habitat types and soil nutri-
ent regimes, and we see tree species
composition and forest types. We see
not only what is there, but visualize
what the forest will look like in the
future. To quote F. G. Wilson, “Fortu-
nately, foresters are trained to think in

terms of decades and century-long rota-
tions, always aware that the quality of
their work will be judged by those yet
unborn.”

I am a forester. I manage the forest. I
inventory the forest, I set up timber
sales with a focus on tree growth and
regeneration, and I administer the
process. Stewardship is the administra-
tion of land and associated resources in
a manner that enables their passing on
to future generations in a healthy condi-
tion. I see myself as a good steward of
the land. Enjoy the forest. Walk through
it and notice the different plants grow-
ing. Think about the products that come
from it. Imagine what it will look like in
the future. 

(Definitions adapted from SAF Dic-
tionary)

FORESTER
From page 23



A family fishes
on Carrol Lake
on a late sum-
mer afternoon.
This popular
lake also has a
campground
and an accessi-
ble fishing pier. 

Dean Baker 
photograph

Birch bark, burls, berries and boughs –
these are just some “Goods from the
Northwoods” or non-timber forest prod-
ucts (NTFPs) that are gathered and used
for food, medicine, and crafts. Non-tim-
ber forest products have been important to
the livelihood of the inhabitants of North
America from prehistoric times to the
present. As elsewhere in the world, early
inhabitants of North America made exten-
sive use of the vegetation that surrounded
them. Archaeological evidence indicates,
for example, that by 6,000 B.C. Native
American residents of the Upper Great
Lakes Basin relied heavily on plant foods
gathered from the forest.

Learning how and what to gather is a
process. Many gatherers in our area
learned about plant uses from their fami-
lies, which is especially true for plants
that were commonly harvested during
childhood — berries, fiddleheads, fir, and
hazelnuts. I remember being sent out with
my brothers and sisters to pick pails full
of wild strawberries and raspberries. The
job was not done until all of ourbuckets
were full. This method of knowledge
transfer was particularly significant for
Native American NTFP gatherers who
learn and teach about medicinal plants by
speaking with elders and by participating
in hands-on group gathering activities and
ceremonies. Even today folks that want to
learn more about harvesting can rely on
books, including field guides and the
Internet for additional information about

the use of forest products. 
From the view of most forest man-

agers, gathering is a harmless and inter-
esting economic activity but certain regu-
lations and restrictions, including where
and how much harvested, do apply.
There are certain guidelines to
follow when interested in
gathering from the forest. Here
are a few tips on harvesting:
• Permits and guide-

lines. Before harvest, find
out about policies, guide-
lines and permits. The State
WDNR, Forest Service
and Counties all have dif-
ferent policies on harvest
so it’s important to be aware
of this. Permits allow the agency to
monitor the demand and use of various
products. Failure to have a permit may
result in a fine.
• Be careful where you step. While

harvesting, it is easy to damage a sensitive
environment in a short amount of time.
Plant populations can be destroyed by
trampling. Certain soils are easily com-
pacted, which affects root growth and
plant health. While harvesting, try to min-
imize the number of trips you make to
avoid unnecessary damage.
• Know what you are picking. Some-

times desirable plants and fungi have
look-alikes and are difficult to identify.
Proper identification can mean the differ-
ence between sinking your teeth into a

delicious edible morel and becoming sick
from ingesting a false one. To help make
positive identifications, carry a guidebook
that describes plants and fungi found in
your area.

At various times throughout the year,
there are classes offered that teach

about harvesting and use
whether it’s birch bark basket
weaving to edible mushroom

identification. Here are a
few products that are har-

vested in the Northwoods
and info on each.
Birch bark. The birch

tree – wood, leaves, roots
and sap – have proved to

be useful to people through-
out history. Yet it is the bark that stands
out among the tree’s many gifts. Birch
bark can be collected from dead trees and
on the ground and used for many decora-
tive items. The bark can also be harvest-
ed on a live tree during mid-June to early
July. Less than 1/8 of an inch of the outer
bark is harvested while the dark inner
bark is maintained. Harvesting bark can
injure a tree so it’s best to follow guide-
lines from an experienced harvester.
Birch bark basket classes are popular in
the Northwoods. Never harvest birch
bark from public use areas in the state
forest.
Balsam boughs. The smell of Christ-

mas is in the air when balsam boughs are
being harvested. Boughs are usually har-

vested from mid-September until Novem-
ber. Proper harvest of boughs is done 50
feet from a road and includes harvesting
only a portion of the branch, leaving
green behind so it can regenerate. Bough
harvest can be an economic opportunity
during the late fall season selling for
about $500 per ton to local wreath-mak-
ing companies.  
Pine cones. There are a variety of

conifer trees in northern Wisconsin that
produces cones of various shapes and
sizes. Cones have been used for decora-
tive displays for many projects. Harvest-
ing cones can also be a small economic
opportunity when the state nurseries are
in need of conifer and other tree seeds.
Here, the state nurseries can pay the har-
vester per bushel of cones they pick fol-
lowing appropriate guidelines. If interest-
ed, contact the nearest state nursery.

The final product from gathering can
be a rewarding experience whether it’s a
birch bark basket or a beautifully carved,
wood bowl. There are so many creations
and products that can be gathered from
the woods, but proper harvest and follow-
ing guidelines are so important to main-
taining a sustainable resource for future
generations.

More information on non-timber For-
est products, see the following websites:
http://www.myminnesotawoods.umn.edu
/category/nontimber-forest-products/

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/TimberSales/no
nCommercial.html
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Goods from the Northwoods

By Linda Winters
WDNR

Fresh gas in the tank? Check! Life
preservers on board? Check! Kids and
dog loaded in the car and ready to head
up north? Check! Boat decals good?
Uh-oh! 

Don’t worry! GO GREEN and save
time, energy, stamps, and paper with the
convenient, secure and easy do-it-your-
self on-line registration of your recre-
ational vehicle. Go online and register
your boat immediately, print out your

temporary operator’s receipt, and get
underway! 

O n l i n e
registration
allows you to
renew the
registration
of your boat,
ATV, UTV
and snow-
mobile you
c u r r e n t l y
own. You
can even transfer into your name a

recently purchased ATV, UTV, snow-
mobile or boat under 16 feet in length.

The system
guides you
through and
calculates the
fees for you.
You can even
submit multi-
ple registra-
tion requests
under one
payment for a

single $1 processing fee plus registra-

tion fees. 
After payment is submitted, you will

be provided a Temporary Operating
Receipt which makes you legal to use
your recreational vehicle immediately.
Just go to dnr.wi.gov and click on “reg-
ister boat/ATV/snow.” Decals and your
certificate will arrive about a week after
registering. Go Forest Green – provide
your email address so DNR can alert
you via email when your vehicles are
about to expire.
Linda Winters is a Customer Service

Training officer for the WDNR

Register your recreation vehicle online
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Campground Maps 



many more miles of ungroomed
trails. There are 18 family camp-
grounds with 865 campsites in the
forest and two outdoor group camp-
ing areas that will each accommo-
date a total of 80 people. Boat land-
ings are provided at most camp-
grounds. 

There are five family camp-
grounds that accept reservations:
Crystal Lake, Muskie Lake, Firefly
Lake, Clear Lake and Indian
Mounds. There are also five remote
camping areas with a total of 17
campsites, also available by reserva-
tion. Seventy-eight canoe campsites,
accessible only by water, are situat-
ed along the shorelines of the for-
est’s myriad waterways. Winter
camping is permitted at the Clear
Lake Campground. Many of the
campgrounds also feature nature
trails, picnic areas with drinking
water, toilets and swimming beach-
es. 

In addition, the forest cleans our
air and water, provides habitat for a
wide range of plant and animal
species, and helps us sustain our
quality of life. A variety of rare
species inhabit the forest, including
a sampling classified as endangered,
threatened or sensitive. Species such

as the spotted salamander, wood tur-
tle and Cooper’s hawk are quite
uncommon and inconspicuous. Oth-
ers such as the bald eagle, osprey
and common loon provide visitors
with more frequent viewing oppor-
tunities across the forest landscape.
Gray wolf packs have once again
found a home within the forest
boundaries and sometimes greet vis-
itors with distinctive howls heard in
the still of the night. 

Hunting, subject to specific regu-
lations, is permitted in the forest.
The area is very popular with many
deer, bird and small game enthusi-
asts. 

The NHAL State Forest has also
earned a reputation as one of Wis-
consin’s hardest working forests. At
any time, there may be 30 to 40
active timber sales in progress, so
don’t be surprised to see active log-
ging operations taking place on your
state forest. These timber sales pro-
vide necessary wood-based products
while ensuring a healthy, sustainable
forest that visitors will use and enjoy
for many years to come. 

Healthy, sustainable forests equal
fun, too. As a matter of fact, nearly
all of the NHAL’s cross country ski
and mountain bike trails trace their
origins to timber sales. Many visi-
tors actively seek out new timber
sales for their enhanced wildlife
viewing potential, as well.

Laying your tarp inside the tent and folding
up the outer edges will keep you dry in
heavy rains. The bottom of the tent will be
wet, but the tarp should keep you and your
sleeping bag dry. Please refrain from dig-
ging up your campsite in an effort to divert
water. This causes long-term damage to the
site and provides an opportunity for inva-
sive plant species to take hold. 

Fire
You can lessen your impact on the woods

while gathering and building
cooking/warming fires. Use only dead and
down wood that is well back from the
shore. Consider going further back from the
area where most people have collected.
Collect a lesser amount from several differ-
ent areas. Try using a folding saw instead of
an axe. Some campers will store an axe in
the bark of a tree. This damages the cambi-
um, or live part of the tree, and will stress
and kill the tree. Some prefer an axe for
splitting but axes should be stored on the

ground, instead of in a tree.
A campfire should only be large enough

for cooking or warming. Large bonfires
only waste wood that the next camper could
use. Do not burn bottles or cans in the fire
ring as they are toxic to breathe and never
really burn completely. Smokey Bear
reminds us to put fires out, completely.

Water
Lakes may seem clear and cool enough

to drink but the water needs to be boiled,
filtered or purified with tablets first. Pack-
ing-in water can work for short time peri-
ods, but the pump type purifiers, tablets, or
boiling will ensure your drinking water is
safe and help you to prevent dehydration
and illness such as Giardia.

A few other ideas to tread lightly would
be to use a central path or the steps provid-
ed, to reduce shoreline erosion. Before
leaving, do a “clean sweep” picking up any
cigarette butts, plastic and paper. It can be
rewarding to know you left a minimal
impact on the area. You can also be assured
it will be appreciated by the next camper to
use the site.

IMPACT
From page 26

WELCOME
From page 1
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Eagle eye

Dean Baker photograph
A pair of bald eagles sit perched in a tall dead pine while waiting for an opportuni-
ty for a meal. Northern Wisconsin boasts a high concentration of year round resi-
dent eagles. 

Get on your bike and ride

Dean Baker photograph
Bike trails are just one of the many recreation opportunities on The
Northern Highland American Legion State Forest. The NHAL boasts
more than 50 miles of paved bike trails.

Seasons change

Dean Baker photograph
Fall changing to winter is a beautiful time on The Northern Highland
American Legion State Forest. 
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On July 27, 2010, a tornado struck
the Turtle Flambeau Flowage, a short
distance northwest of the NHAL State
Forest. The flowage has a number of
remote campsites and many people
were camped that night. There were a
few serious injuries, and thankfully
there were no fatalities. Here on the
NHAL that night, we had some trees
blown down and some camping equip-
ment damaged, but no serious injuries.
Our facilities were cleaned up and
repaired within a few days. We were
pretty lucky that night. If the tornado’s
course had been twenty miles south,
some of our campgrounds could have
seen serious damage.

The National Weather Service
announces dangerous weather. They
will issue “watches” if conditions offer
potential for severe weather. “Warn-
ings” are issued if there is a likelihood
of severe weather, or if it is directly

reported. Weather forecasting has
evolved to become very accurate and
warnings should be taken seriously. 

The easiest way to receive weather
announcements is from a weather
radio, available at low cost from many
stores. Battery operated, they will work
just fine in our campgrounds and
remote campsites. Alternatively, local
commercial radio stations will broad-
cast warnings, and these may be able to
better pinpoint a storm’s location and
direction of travel for you. That being
the case, it is helpful for you to be
aware of where you are geographically.
The most local radio stations for the
NHAL area are: FM 92.5 WJJQ; 94.5
WRJO; 95.9 WMQA; 98.3 WCQM;
and 99.7 WIMI. 

Do not depend on Rangers or other
staff to provide warnings to you. As
much as we would like to assure we can
do this, we simply can not. To the

degree that we are able, we will do
so, but our staff is spread too thin
and may not be positioned to
be effective, nor do we staff
24 hours a day. Your safety
is ultimately in your own
hands.

If severe weather
threatens, begin to form a plan of
what you would do if a warning is
announced. You might consid-
er picking up your campsite
and rolling up your
awning. Maybe take down
your picnic awning. Con-
sider where you would
seek shelter and how you
would get there. Make
plans with your family to
establish a meeting place if you get sep-
arated.

When you receive a warning, seek
shelter. As safe as your vehicle may

seem, many people have been
injured or killed within

them during violent
weather. Seek shel-

ter in low lying
areas or within
sturdy buildings,

like our shower
buildings or concrete toilet

buildings. Our recently con-
structed solid concrete toilet

buildings are built to sustain
very high winds. At the Turtle

Flambeau Flowage area, many peo-
ple improvised and sought shelter

under the massive log constructed pic-
nic tables or at the shoreline. 

Severe weather can lead to tragedy.
Modern forecasting and planning on
your part can help to keep you safe.
Please take a few minutes to plan how
you would respond to a severe weather
warning. 

Weather warnings? What to do

Double sites are designed
to allow two separate camp-
ing parties to camp close
together in a group-like set-
ting. When making a reserva-
tion, or at check-in if the site
is not reservable, campers
choosing a double site will
be charged for both halves of
the campsite. Upon check-in,
campers will be required to
provide the names, vehicle
license plate information,
and camping unit informa-

tion for the camping party on
the other half of their double
site. A usable camping unit
must be set up on each side
of the double site by 11 p.m.
on check-in day. A double
site cannot be reserved/regis-
tered for a single camping
party. 

The fee for a double site is
twice that of a single site.
Double sites can accommo-
date two camping units and a
maximum of 12 campers. 

Double campsite use policy



Crispy creek 

Dean Baker photograph
Gilmore Creek after a snowfall. 

Rising to the occasion

Dean Baker photograph
A loon rises out of the water to stretch its wings. A loon chick instinc-
tively mimics its parents. Many waters on The Northern Highland
American Legion boast returning loons to raise families.

Chilly dip

Dean Baker photograph
An otter prepares to dive in the icy waters of Trout Lake to catch cray-
fish. 

A different perspective

Dean Baker photograph
Crystal Lake bike path in the winter. 
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by Colleen Matula 
WDNR Forest Ecologist

Native, wild plants present a won-
derful opportunity for you to enjoy
Northern Wisconsin’s natural beauty,
its landscapes and its changing sea-
sons. Colorful blossoms and greenery
are found in woodlands, wetlands,
meadows, streams and lakes on the
Northern Highland American Legion
State Forest. This diversity reflects the
Northern Highlands ecological land-
scape, known for its pitted outwash
plains and kettle lakes mixed with
extensive forests and large peatlands.
Current forest vegetation is primarily
aspen, with white, red and jack pine in
both natural and plantation form.
Northern hardwood forests, though
reduced in extent, still occur on the
more mesic soils. Lowland conifer
occupies the many peatlands that are
scattered throughout the state forest.

When viewing native plants, timing
and location are important. Early
spring wildflowers, known as “spring
ephemeral” plants, are a special group
of woodland flowers. Ephemeral flow-
ers are so named because they appear
above ground in early spring before the
trees had a chance to unfurl their
leaves. They flower and fruit and then
die back into the ground all in a short
two-month period. Bloodroot, Cut-
leaved Toothwort, Trout Lily and Tril-
liums are some examples that emerge
in April and are all gone by May or
June. As a group, they constitute one of
the largest groups of wildflowers in
northern Wisconsin. By the time the
warm winds of summer begin to blow,
these flowers are long gone, often
unnoticed by the casual nature explor-
er. Other plants such as ferns, asters
and sunflowers are best viewed mid-to-
late summer in more open, sunny habi-
tats.

There are also numerous rare and
endemic plants to the Northern High-
lands landscape and warrant special
protection. Several orchids such as the
Calypso and Rams Head orchid are
found in special habitats with numbers

that are few because of some direct
threats. These threats include over
abundance of earthworms, deer
browse, invasive species, and climate
change. Because of these concerns,
some direct impacts have been
researched on the state forest. Above
all keep in mind, all plants are protect-
ed on Wisconsin’s public lands. So
when visiting native plants in their
habitat, please take only pictures and
leave only footprints so that you and
others can return again to enjoy these
treasures of the State Forest.

When planning to view native plants
and wildflowers don’t forget to bring
the following: a state forest map, wild-
flower or plant guide, camera, bug
repellent and water, if on a longer hike.
Some of the best places to view wild-
flowers and other native plants are on
the many trail systems throughout the
State Forest such as Fallison, North
Trout Lake and the Plum Lake area.
Some recommended wildflower and
plant guides include Newcomb’s Wild-
flower Guide by Lawrence Newcomb,
Trailside Botany by John Bates, and
Wildflowers of Wisconsin by Stan
Tekiela. Also, a wildflower list for the
State Forest can be obtained at the state
forest ranger stations, Trout Lake head-
quarters and the Crystal Lake Nature
Center. 

Enjoy these local treasures.

Native plants 
of the NHAL State Forest 

Snow trillium



By Theresa Smith
Boulder Junction 

Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director

Boulder Junction, the Musky
Capital of the World ® - Nestled
in the thick of the Northern-
Highland American Legion
State Forest, Boulder Junction is
widely known as one of the best
places on earth to catch a tro-
phy-sized muskellunge. In this
classic Northwoods community
you’ll find 194 lakes within a

ten-mile radius that give musky
anglers a variety of options,
from small, undeveloped lakes
to 3,800-acre Trout Lake. The
area also boasts some of the best
walleye, bass and panfish
angling in the Midwest. Add in
the spectacular Northwoods
scenery and you have the perfect
fishing destination.

While Boulder Junction is
known for it’s fishing, it is
quickly becoming one of the top
destinations in the state for bicy-
cling. Since 1994, Boulder Junc-

tion has been home to the Heart
of Vilas County Bike Trail. The
trail began as just a short loop
around the baseball park, locat-
ed off Hwy. M behind the Boul-
der Junction Chamber of Com-
merce and Visitors Center. Over
the past several years the trail
has expanded to nearly 50-
miles, connecting Boulder Junc-
tion with Manitowish Waters
(west) and Sayner and St. Ger-
main (south). The Heart of Vilas
County Bike Trail is fully paved
and appropriate for all types of

bicycles. The system includes
the popular Crystal Lake Trail,
which runs from downtown
Boulder Junction past Trout
Lake to the Crystal Lake Camp-
ground, where you’ll find a pic-
nic area and beach. The new
west portion of the trail is host to
multiple scenic bridges and
crosses over the rapids of the
Manitowish River and Rice
Creek. Also along this part of
the trail system is Nichols
Beach, a great place for picnick-
See SPOTLIGHT. . . page 46
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FUN FACT #12
BY KIMBERLY KRAWCZYK

CRYSTAL LAKE RANGER
STATION MANAGER

South Trout Lake Camp-
ground Historical Area. What
is now known as Ben Ben-
drick Drive along the Trout
Lake shoreline was originally
part of the railroad grade con-
necting Boulder Junction and
Woodruff. Where South Trout
Lake Campground is now
located sat the old Trout Lake
Post Office, dance hall and
general store. It was here the
first settlers and tourists in the
area departed from the train,
picked up the mail, and pur-
chased supplies before travel-
ing by wagon or boat to their
summer homes or cottages. 

Community Spotlight 

  

    

    
   

  

Next to the Boathouse, Downtown Minocqua

Add
a Litte More

Add
a Litte More

Fun to Summer!

R & R Rentals
715-358-5379

• Pontoon Boats • Kayaks 
• Paddle Boards • Tubes • Bait & Tackle

10444 Main St. •  Hwy. K West  •  Boulder Junction, WI
715-385-2177  •  www.bouldermarinecenter.com

  

    

   

   
  

Premier - Princecraft - GillGetter - Skeeter - Tuffy - Alumacraft - G3 - Sylvan

• PortaLift & PortaDock • Triton & Shoreland'r Trailers • ShoreStation Lifts & Docks
• Snowmobile Sales & Rentals, Parts & Accessories
• Pontoon, Fishing Boat, Ski Boat, PWC & Fish N’ Ski Boat Rentals
• Boat, Motor, ATV, Snowmobile Repair • Boat, Pontoon Storage
• Parts Unlimited Authorized Dealer • Honda Authorized Service Center

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • STORAGE • RENTALS

Northern
Wisconsin’s Largest 

Dealer

The Friendliest Service in Northern Wisconsin

  

    

   

   
  

You Have A Lot More Going For You With HANK!

Power Tool Dealer

St. Germain
715-479-5930

Boulder Junction
715-385-2300

KNITT’S

Serving the area since 1973

  

    

    
   

  

   

    

   

   
  

Located at the 

corner of Hwy. M

& Main Street

Sweetened Dried Cranberries
Candy  • Snacks  • Jams  • Salsas

Gourmet Mixes for Dips, 
Soups, Breads & Desserts

715-385-2250

We offer a unique variety 
of items featuring the American

Cranberry & so much more:
• Candles • Potpourri  • Soaps
Lotions• Cards • Clothing 
Ornaments • Furniture

• Lodge Decor & 
Cranberry Glass from the 
USA, Canada & Europe

• Expanded Wine & Kitchen Area

Come sample
some of our

favorite foods!

We can UPS 
or mail your
selections for

you!

Visit our website anytime
www.alderlakecranberry.com

Boulder Junction, WI Open 
May-Dec.
Hours:

Mon- Sat 10 - 4 
Sunday 10 - 3

(Memorial 
Day thru 
October)

  

    

   

   
  

Great Homemade Specials, 
Sandwiches & Soups 

Open 7 Days a Week
Lunch served 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM

45¢
WINGS

5PM - 9PM
Tuesdays & Thursdays

Whitman’s
Hwy 51,
Hazelhurst

Burger
FRY Best Burger in Town!

Freddie
Fish

Home
of the

FRIDAY

  

    

   

   
  

SKIDS
Gift Shop

candles � pot tery  � lodge look � pic tures
dips � stat ionery � games � candy

moccasins � sweatsh i r ts  � and more
Just off Main Street on Highway M North

Downtown Boulder Junction
715-385-2076 Find us on

Bring in

this ad for

free gift!

  

    

    
   

  

A NEW FIREWOOD INFORMATION LINE IS AVAILABLE WITH THE
VERY LATEST INFORMATION REGARDING 

FIREWOOD AND WISCONSIN DNR PROPERTIES.
The toll-free number is: 

1-877-303-WOOD (9663)
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715-385-0100              www.Peeplelures.com            Open 7 Days a Week  

  

    

   

   
  

ESTABLISHED IN 1997
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

We Buy Gold

& Silver

See Us For All Your Jewelry Needs
We Specialize in Color Gemstones 

Extensive Collection of Sterling Silver & 14K Gold Jewelry

MAIN STREET, BOULDER JUNCTION

  

    

   

   
  

  

    

    
   

  

715-385-2665 • 800-535-4811
www.tallrothrealty.com • shelby.tallroth@gmail.com

RUSTIC COLONY
YR-RD COTTAGE ON MANITOWISH RIVER

$177,000

NATURAL LAKES HOME
OVER 6 ACRES ON MCCULLOUGH LAKE

$325,000

NO-MANS LAKE HOME
400+ LEVEL FRONTAGE, LIKE-NEW HOME

$349,900

Elsie Lake lot  
Over 3 acres wooded, lakefront lot- $84,900

Brown Beaver Lake lot
14+ mixed hardwood acres- $129,000

Boulder Junction lots
In town or out - starting @ $33,000

Deeded lake access lots
$11,500 & up- Get ready for Spring Building!

VACANT LOTS

TALLROTH REALTY
5385 PARK STREET, BOULDER JUNCTION

  

    

   

   
  

  

    

   

   
   

  

    

   

   
  

Open Tuesday-Saturday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
10450 Main Street (Hwy. K West), 

Boulder Junction
www.aqualandalehouse.com

715-385-0380

20 Craft Beers On Tap • Appetizers • Sandwiches 
Salads • Homemade Soups • Desserts

Experience Chef Ken Zima’s daily specials!

The

Northwoods’

Own Gastro

Pub

  

    

    
   

  

Arlene’s
Pottery & Gallery
10374 Main St. • Downtown Boulder Junction

HHaanndd TThhrroowwnn SSttoonneewwaarree PPootttteerryy
MMuuggss,, vvaasseess,, wwiillddfflloowweerrss,, bboowwllss,, eettcc..

715-385-3334
Monday-Saturday, 10-5’ish • Sunday, 10-3’ishOPEN

 

   

 

        

          
            

      

Visit Boulder Junction
Muskie Capital of the World!



ing and swimming. 
Camping, resorts and

motels along the trail and
throughout the Boulder
Junction area, offer the
classic Northwoods expe-
rience. Peaceful seclusion
at a campsite, a lake front
cabin, a family friendly
resort, a vacation home
tucked deep in the woods
or a motel close to restau-
rants and shops are just
some of the lodging
options for your next trip
to Boulder Junction.

Spending the day in
downtown Boulder Junc-
tion is like taking a step
back in time while enjoy-
ing all the amenities of
today. Many have said
that Main Street Boulder
Junction is like a Norman
Rockwell picture. Main
Street is lined with ma
and pa businesses. Sport-
ing goods and bait, gro-
ceries, one of a kind art,
clothing, jewelry and
many other special treas-
ures can be found while
shopping in downtown
Boulder Junction. When
hunger strikes, a variety
of places to eat are easy to
find. Sit back and relax at
a classic Boulder Junction
supper club. Head to one
of the friendly Boulder
Junction bars or taverns
for an enjoyable night
out. You’ll find friendly
places to grab a burger as
well as places where you
can enjoy a romantic din-
ner. In the morning, grab
a hearty breakfast or a cup
of coffee and baked good.
For your convenience,
many businesses offer
WiFi free access. Wher-
ever you go, you’ll find
the warmth and hospitali-
ty that Boulder Junction is
known for.

Throughout the year,
Boulder Junction hosts a
variety of events – festi-
vals, flea markets, live
outdoor music perform-
ances, wine tastings,
cookouts, races and fami-
ly friendly gatherings.
The biggest event of the
year is the Musky Jam-
boree, celebrating the
mighty musky in the
Musky Capital of the
World ®. Musky Jam-
boree is a three day festi-
val with live music, fire-
works, historical play,
polka party, arts and
crafts show, car show, 5k
and 10k run, flea market,
kids casting contest and
lots of food and drink. 

When visiting the
Northern Highland-
American Legion State
Forest, be sure to include
Boulder Junction in your
experience. For more
information on the area
contact our helpful staff at
the Boulder Junction
Chamber of Commerce at
1-800-GO-MUSKY or
visit boulderjct.org. In
Boulder Junction, we’re
bringing classic back.
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SPOTLIGHT
From page 44

This publication is available upon request in
alternate formats for visually impaired persons.
Please contact the Division of Forestry at (608)
267-7494 to request an alternate format.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources provides equal opportunity in its
employment, programs, services and functions

under an Affirmative Action Plan. If you have any
questions, please write to: Equal Opportunity
Office, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20240            

PUB-FR-082-2015
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707

  

    

   

   
  

 

   

 

 

        

         
           

       

SA
VE

 T
HE

 D
AT

E!

May 16
May 21-25

June 13
July 4

August 5
September 4-6
October 16-17

Claire d’ Loons aMAYzing birthday bash
Memorial Weekend ATV Rally
Lupine Junefest
Mercer 4th of July Celebration
Mercer Loon Day
Can-Yak Fishing Tournament and Blues Festival
Mercer Muskie Madness Challenge

Contact us at info@mercercc.com or 715-476-2389 
for more information or visit our website

Wisconsin’s Favorite Outdoor Playground ™

  

    

   

      
  

Loon’s Nest Motel

www.loonsnestmotel.com • loonsnestmotel@centurytel.net
HWY 51 • BOX 282 MERCER, WI 54547

8 Rooms 
1 Kitchenette

Group Cottage A/C, Refrigerators, 
Cable TV, Free Secure Wi-Fi

(715) 476-2330 
(715) 904-0533 - Cell

Betty Meinholz • Downtown Mercer - On Trail 17
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Country & Cabin Decor, Lake Girl Clothing, Candles,
Bath & Body, Books, Specialty Foods, Framed Art,

Rugs, Pillows, Personalized Items, and So Much More!
Hwy. 51, Downtown Mercer

715-476-0073
Open Spring-Early Winter, July-August 7 days a week • Call for current hours

Check our our website & like us on Facebook
www.whimsiesupnorth.com

  

    

   

    
  

Minnetonka Moccasins & Sandals

Souvenir Items Galore

Candy for Kids of All Ages

Home Decor
Gifts for that Hard to Buy Person

A NORTHWOODS TRADITIONTHE WAMPUM SHOP
Kids

Love Us!

Open 7 Days A Week 
Memorial Day thru Labor Day

((771155)) 447766--22446655
Downtown, Mercer, Wis.

  

    

   

   
  

Open 7 days a week all summer long 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Call for spring, fall & winter hours 

Check out our website & shop online!

AuntEsthersAttic.com • 715-476-2225
5224 Hwy. 51 N • Mercer, WI  54547

YOUR TREASURE IS WAITING...

A unique boutique 
in the � of the 

Northwoods! 
Scarves, hats, tunics, cardis,
leggings, jewelry, soaps, gift
certificates – all boho chic! 

Support Your Community and Shop Local

  

    

    
   

  

Scenic Flights 
of the 

Beautiful Northwoods Area
Fly in either a
Float Plane or
Traditional Land
Plane

We can pick you
up at your dock
or boat!

l a u e r av i a t i o n l l c . c o m

Aerial Photography • Scenic Flights • Flight Lessons

715-476-7810
Contact Bill Lauer, Mercer, WI • floatplanebill@centurytel.net

for details or to make an appointment

Gift certificates available

  

    

    
   

  

Northwoods Accents
Handcrafted Custom Built Furniture & Home Accents and Furnishings

Custom orders welcome
95% of products 
made in Wisconsin

Constantly changing
work from local artists

Bestcraft
Furniture

Symbol
Mattresses

5 0 7 9  N  H w y  5 1 7 1 5 - 4 76 - 9 1 5 4
M e r c e r ,  W i  5 4 5 4 7 V i s i t  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k

Where Wisconsin quality & value shine!

  

    

    
   

  

RUGGER’S 
LANDING
RUGGER’S 
LANDING

3rd Annual 

Turtle River
Canoe/Kayak Race 
and Fun Paddle

Rugger’s Landing
5643 Hwy. 51 N • Mercer, WI 54547
for more information, call 715-476-2530

JULY 18, 2015
9 am-4 pm

Live music • Food

Award Ceremony

at Tiki Bar

Camping available

Registration 

$20
2 options – Pick 1 or both

6-Mile Lake 
& River Race
1 Mile Sprint
Course on Pike Lake
1 Canoe Portage Required

  

    

   

   
  

  

    

   

   
  

OPEN 7am-10pm DAILY!
5116N US HWY 51-MERCER

Free wireless Internet with any purchase
CATERING AVAILABLE

MEETING/PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE!
Phone: 715-476-2197

E-mail: subway_mercer@centurytel.net

eat fresh.

 

   

 

 

        

          
            

      

Wisconsin’s Favorite Outdoor Playground™ Contact us for information on lodging
& campgrounds, places to eat, drink,

shop and things to do!Mercer Area Chamber of Commerce  .  5150N Hwy. 51  .  Mercer, WI 54547
info@mercercc.com   .  (715) 476-2389  .  Like us on Facebook!
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New Homes
Additions

Remodeling
Custom Tile

Siding &
Windows

... and more!

LICENSED 
AND INSURED

12448 N Hwy 51 Phone: 715-561-2460
Hurley, WI 54534 Fax: 715-561-4971

www.hoeftconstruction.com
email: hoeft@hoeftconstruction.com

Model Home 1 Mile Southof Hurley on Hwy 51

  

    

   

    
  

  

    

    
   

  

  

    

   

   
  

HOURS: M-F 9-5, SAT 10-3 OR BY APPOINTMENT
207 Silver St. Hurley, WI 54534 • 715.561.9911

“Will WEAR
YOU OUT”

• Custom Embroidery
• Heat Press & Silk Screen

• Custom hats & shirts while you wait
• Available for corporate orders
• Refreshments available 

• Get your souvenier clothing here!

A huge selection of Men’s,
women’s & children’s clothing
including sport uniforms!

Clothing Artistry

  

    

    
   

  

The Fabric Patch
Quilting Headquarters of the North

Largest Selection
in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula
and Northern
Wisconsin
* Choose from over 4000    

Bolts of Quilting Fabrics
* Huge Selecton of 

Quilting Books & Craft 
Patterns

Open M-F 9:30-5, Sat. 9:30-4
Shop Our Online Store!

100 W. Mcleod Ave. ~ Ironwood, MI 49938 ~ 906-932-5260
www.fabricpatch.com ~ Mail Orders Available

Authorized Dealer for Husqvarna Viking Sewing Machines & Sergers

  

    

    
    

  

Stay at 
our resort

Hike/ski miles 
of our resort trails 

by the lake

Enjoy our
fabric shop
Over 700 bolts of
fabric and more!

Mercer has a lot to offer!

715-476-0111

www.pineforestlodge.com
www.cherisfabrictoquilt.com

  

    

    
   

  

119 S. Suffolk St. Ironwood MI 49938 - 906.364.0430

CONSIGNMENT & RESALE STORE
UNCOMMON GO ODS

•Unique Clothing
•Painted windows
& art work

•Gorgeous 

Purses

•Candles & 
Candies
•Jewelry

•AND MUCH 

MORE

Delight your senses & your pocket book

  

    

    
   

  

Sharon’s Coffee 
Company & Catering

Logger Lounge 
The smallest bar in town!

122 Silver Street
Hurley, WI 54534

• Lunch • Coffee  • Full Breakfast Menu
• Homemade Bakery 7AM-5:30PM

Try our 
special Old

Fashions

(715) 561-5500

  

    

   

    
  

Creative Spirits
Rubber Stamping   & More

Two Redheads Stampin’
and a Scrappin’

Largest Selection of Rubber 
Stamps & Scrapbook Supplies in the

“UP” & Northwoods WI
Gifts • Gift Certificates

121 N. Lowell Street, Ironwood, MI

906.932.8442
Check our Facebook for classes & specials!   
www.creativespiritsstamping.com

Nature
Stamps &

Local Papers!

 

   

 

        

           
            

      

CALLING ALL YOU UTV’ers
HELP MAKE HISTORY!

7 p.m. parade May 22 • Pre-party lineup at 5 p.m. • Watch for event updates

www.hurleywi.com or Hurley Chamber on Facebook

A NEW FIREWOOD INFORMATION LINE IS AVAILABLE WITH THE
VERY LATEST INFORMATION REGARDING 

FIREWOOD AND WISCONSIN DNR PROPERTIES.
The toll-free number is: 

1-877-303-WOOD (9663)
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