
Minutes from the Sporting Heritage Council Meeting 
April 29, 2014 

MacKenzie Center 
 
 

1. All members were present except Sen. Wirch. 
2. Minutes from the January 9, 2014 meeting were approved. 
3. The Council toured the Mackenzie Center grounds. 
4. Chair Gunderson asked the Council members to publicize and advertise the 

Center to all of their groups. 
5. Mark LaBarbera gave the council and an overview of the May Youth Expo to be 

held at the MacKenzie Center. 
6. Mike Christensen from Pass It On-Outdoors talked to the council about the 

history of the program in Kansas and in other states.  The Goals of the program 
are: 1) More hunting and fishing licenses sold, 2) More male mentors and,  3) Get 
kids outdoors.  It is important to target both Black and Hispanic populations.  
Kansas has a full time staff person dedicated to working with sportsmen’s groups 
and youth organizations.  The hunting community is 11% of the total population. 

7. Rob Bohmann reminded the council that the two potential stamps being proposed 
for the next Legislative session would help fund mentoring programs if they pass. 

8. Ben Gruber fed his baby.  Then he mentioned that the Statewide Fisheries Council 
has had its first meeting. 

9. Tia Kropf-Beringer reviewed the SHC website and talked about what other social 
media are being used by the DNR. Wisconsin has the #2 Facebook site in the 
nation among other “DNR’s”. 

10. Ralph Fritsch wondered if we could use the website to take public questions.  The 
Council debated the idea. 

11. Gundy reviewed the wolf numbers that had just come out that day. The 2014 
count shows between 658 to 687 wolves distributed throughout the state which is 
a 19% decrease compared to last year.  While the population is down from last 
year, it is still nearly double the current goal of 350 wolves. 

12. Paul Heinen reviewed the Draft Recruitment and Retention Report.  Comments 
should be sent to Keith Warnke now since Paul is leaving DNR on Wednesday, 
May 9, 2014.  Comments should be sent to Keith by May 23, 2014 if at all 
possible.  The Report is due no July 1, 2014. 

13. Ralph Fritsch felt the Council’s Ideas should be in the Report. 
14. Bohmann suggested that extending the youth hunts to 16 and 17 year olds should 

be added to the Ideas. 
15. Gruber briefed the council on a 4 hour session that is available to train mentors.  

Minnesota has a program.  Gundy and Warnke are working on a national program 
like this. 

16. Fritsch thought it would be good to ask hunters at the point of sale if they would 
like to be a mentor.  The council liked the idea and it will be added to our ideas. 

17. Steineke thought that we should add a woman to the council to get her point of 
view. 



18. Milroy talked about a Trade a Trip and Swap Hunts as a possibility to attract more 
hunter, fishers and trappers.  People could list times and events with DNR and 
others could go to the site and then contact the person with a trade for something 
of value in return. 

19. Bohmann suggests WI promote the “Hug a Hunter/Hug an Angler” idea.  Warnke 
says that DNR is looking into it. 

20. Fritsch asked why DNR was not publicizing the fact that hunting and trapping in 
Parks in 2013 was safe.  Dan Shuller, DNR Parks, is doing a report at the June 
NRB on the 2013 park hunts and the Council will be sent a copy of the report. 

21. Mark LaBarbera will send Warnke information on hunting and the economy. 
22. Finally there was great deal of praise and good wishes given to departing SHC 

staff member Paul Heinen.  He was especially grateful to the whole Council for 
their friendship and hopes that he will continue to work with them in his new job 
at the Nature Conservancy. 

 
 
No date has been set yet for the next meeting.  Watch for a date and time from Keith 
Warnke. 


