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SUBJECT: Three Wisconsin businesses apply for state Green Tier program 
 

MADISON - The public has a chance to comment on applications for the Green Tier Program by three 

Wisconsin companies. Patrick Cudahy, LLC, Phillips Plastics Corporation and Wisconsin Industrial Sand 

Company are applying for Tier 1 of Green Tier, which encourages innovation, collaboration and new 

environmental goal setting. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) program is designed to 

recognize and reward organizations who are committed to superior environmental performance. To be accepted 

an applicant must have a good environmental record, commit to superior environmental performance, and 

implement an Environmental Management System. 

 Patrick Cudahy, LLC, has been producing premium meats including bacon, sausage, deli and specialty 

meats in Cudahy, Wis. since 1888. The facility maintains an Environmental Management System (EMS) 

registered to the internationally recognized ISO 14001 standard to closely monitor its environmental footprint. In 

2011 it achieved a 19 percent decrease in electricity use relative to production since recovering from its 

devastating fire in July 2009, a 27 percent decrease in landfilled waste, and recycled 83 tons of plastic. To 

continually improve performance, Patrick Cudahy plans to continue its installation of high efficiency LED lights 

and to evaluate the feasibility of converting remaining landfill wastes into alternative energy. 

Phillips Plastics Corporation has long been a responsible business leader in Wisconsin and currently has 

ten physical facilities participating in Green Tier. The latest facility to apply for the program is the Operations 

Center/MS-LSR in Eau Claire, Wis. This facility is the information technology hub with additional support 

services such as People Services (HR), Finance, Safety and Purchasing and is also home to the new Multi-Shot 

Liquid Silicone Rubber (LSR) injection molding technology. The facility’s EMS guides waste and energy 

reduction efforts, employee and community involvement and Green Tier participation. The facility became ISO 

14001 certified in January of 2012.   

Wisconsin Industrial Sand Company (WISC) strives to exceed sustainable development practices in its 

operations in Hager City, Wis., Bay City, Wis. and Menomonie, Wis. The facilities specialize in processing high-

quality industrial sand products for glass manufacturing, construction, animal bedding and oil and gas exploration. 
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WISC works closely with DNR to protect local wildlife populations by monitoring bat populations in its mines 

and collaborating with DNR and local Trout Unlimited chapters to restore nearby trout streams. The facilities 

have also incorporated upgrades to improve energy efficiency, including a solar array installed at the Menomonie 

facility that provides enough energy to offset the power used by the office, lab and maintenance shop. Since 2010, 

WISC has decreased energy consumption by 35 percent and decreased the amount of waste going to landfill by 86 

percent. The EMS and sustainable development teams guide these and future improvements, including water 

footprint evaluations, alternative energy or energy efficiency projects at all facilities and a goal of zero waste by 

2015.  

DNR will welcome comments on these Green Tier applications through October 5, 2012.  Specific 

information on these applications and on the Green Tier program can be found at: 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/GreenTier/Comments.html. Comments may be directed to the DNR Environmental 

Assistance Coordinator listed for each applicant or to Mark McDermid, Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources, 101 S. Webster St. CO/5 or mark.mcdermid@wisconsin.gov or 608-267-3125. 

 


