
Streetwise: JCPenney closing brings long history in 
Oshkosh to an end

 Jeff Bollier, Oshkosh Northwestern Media 6:42 p.m. CDT March 19, 2015

We regret to have to remind everyone that JCPenney, 2175 S. Koeller St., will shut down for good in Oshkosh 
on April 5.

It is a shame one of the last, old school department stores in town will close, but an astute reader called to let 
Streetwise know just how long a legacy Penneys will leave behind.

When the store closes, JCPenney will be celebrating its 95th year in Oshkosh. Our anonymous caller thought 
Penneys had been here since 1926, but it turns out it's even earlier. City directories indicate that Penneys 
opened in 1920 at 72-74 Main St. under the management of Bert Nicol.

By 1926, Penneys had already relocated to 80-86 Main St. Ads in the old city directories note that JCPenney 
was a "Nation-Wide Institution" that had you covered for everything from clothes to dry goods.

On a personal note, Streetwise and JCPenney go way back thanks to Mama Streetwise working there in the 
cards and gifts section during a fair portion of our adolescence. It's very clear that, in Oshkosh, we're not alone 

when it comes to our fond memories for stalwart store.

So get there while you can, dear readers. There's not much time left.

•A round of applause is in order for Service Litho-Print, 50 W. Fernau Ave., after the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources added the company to 
its Green Tier program. Service Litho, which specializes in advanced product packaging, got the nod for its embrace of environmentally sustainable 
practices. 

DNR Regional Director Jean Romback-Bartels stopped by Service Litho to applaud the company's effort to take the next step toward leaving no carbon 
footprint and no waste behind in their production process. Service Litho President Dan Clark said the Green Tier program will offer the company support 
as it looks to generate new business while pursuing its goals to reduce waste.

"Many programs in our print industry are focused on paper and forestry, but we've invested a lot of time and energy into our recycling programs and 
worked hard to ensure everything that can be recycled is," Clark said.

•Streetwise knows you're all waiting to find out who the finalists will be for Northwestern Media's Four Under 40 and Two Under 20 for 2015. So while 
you're waiting for your chance to vote beginning April 19, we bring you word on Four Under 40 alumni Dr. Bradley Hunter, who has opened his own 
business, Northside Chiropractic at 2337A Jackson St. Congratulations, Brad, and good luck!

Jeff Bollier: (920) 426-6688 or jbollier@thenorthwestern.com; on Twitter: @streetwiseosh.

Read or Share this story: http://oshko.sh/1MOjoHP
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