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Happy New Year!
As we prepare to sing “Auld Lang Syne” and usher in a new year, 
it is good to take a few minutes to review the departing year.  
Many impressive accomplishments were realized this year thanks 
to the work of Department staff and an array of public and private 
partners.  Here are but a few of them …

A July 1 windstorm in northwest Wisconsin caused the most extensive forest dam-
age due to storms since 1976.  The Division of Forestry was part of a multi-agency 
emergency storm response team and has also provided technical support to help 
landowners with damaged timber fi nd forestry assistance and a variety of resources 
for a successful recovery.  Sales of storm-damaged timber have been set up on more 
than 44,000 acres of private lands and more than 16,000 acres on public forest land.  
Hazard mitigation grants and urban forestry grants assisted with recovery efforts. 
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/stormRecovery/

The Division of Forestry completed their Strategic Direction in 2011.  This document 
defi nes the Division’s niche and role in addressing major forestry issues and priority 
topics and will guide the Division’s work over the next fi ve years.  
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/assessment/strategy/strategicDir.htm

On state forests, 11,714 acres of timber sales have been established and 6,648 acres of 
timber sales established on other state lands (fi gures from Jan 1 to Dec 13, 2011).
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/stateforests/sf-timbersale.htm

The state tree nursery program sold 7.2 million seedlings that were planted on private 
and public lands in 2011, adding to the 1.5 billion seedlings produced over the past 
100 years.  Their centennial celebration in 2011 included open houses and a special 
recognition event at a Milwaukee Brewers game.
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/Nursery/GeneralInfo/100.htm

Successful partnerships boosted tree planting efforts this year.  
•  The Milwaukee Brewers funded planting one tree along the Hank Aaron State Trail 
for every 20,000 home tickets sold during the 2011 regular season.

•  Donations from Polar Bears International funded community tree plantings in 
Sparta as well as on state forest land.

•  Through a program called “First Downs for Trees,” the Green Bay Packers funded 
the planting of two trees for each fi rst down they made during the regular season – 
more than 400 trees in 22 Brown County communities.  A December 15 news confer-
ence announcing the continuation (and expansion) of the program in 2012 garnered 
media coverage valued at $10,600.

•  Grants through the national Arbor Day Foundation funded the planting of 200,000 
seedlings in several state forests, 410,000 seedlings in Bayfi eld County Forest and 
146,000 in the Florence County Forest.
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Farther from home, the wet spring in Wisconsin allowed the Division of Forestry to 
send equipment and personnel to help battle wildfi res in Texas, Georgia, Montana, 
North Carolina and Minnesota – 109 total assignments.

County forests took advantage of their new eligibility for Knowles-Nelson Stew-
ardship funds to acquire 1,700 acres using stewardship grants totaling $1,327,858 
awarded to fi ve counties.  A combination of state Knowles-Nelson Stewardship funds 
and federal Forest Legacy funds was used to complete the purchase of a conservation 
easement on over 18,000 acres of Plum Creek forest land.

Forest certifi cation audits were successfully completed on forest land enrolled in the 
Managed Forest Law program (Tree Farm and Forest Stewardship Council audits), 
county forests (FSC and Sustainable Forestry Initiative audits) and state lands (FSC 
and SFI audits).  http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/certifi cation/

2011 was the sixth highest enrollment year on record for Managed Forest Law with 
2,364 entries (1,080 of these were landowners re-enrolling entries that had expired).

Among the many ways the Division of Forestry provided excellent customer service:

•  Issued more than 8,650 burning permits electronically and expanded the online fi re 
danger information from the areas of the state protected by DNR to showing current 
fi re danger for the entire state.  

•  Worked with the North Lakeland Discovery Center on a free iPhone app to help 
visitors explore the trails on the Northern Highland-American Legion State Forest.

•  A new online application will help foresters more effi ciently administer timber sales 
and public forest management.  A companion GIS application, also released in 2011, 
will help foresters better describe, plan and manage public properties.

•  DNR contributed more than 44,325 hours of forestry assistance to county forests.

•  Updated the Forest Management Guidelines with the revised book available online.

•  Wisconsin Community Tree Management Institute provides intensive training for 
community managers who don’t have tree management experience.

•  Worked with Action Flooring Systems in Mercer on a Life Cycle Analysis of hard-
wood fl ooring with a grant from the Wood Education and Resource Center

•  Helped introduce cable yarding technology to Wisconsin with a demonstration of 
how this system might improve management on sensitive land and increase timber 
availability.
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