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From the Editors...

Voyager Village - = Firewise Journey

The Towns of Jackson, Scott,
and Webb Lake in Burnett
County are considered to be
communities at very high risk,
in terms of wildfire danger.
These towns are in the heart
of an area hit by a massive
wind event on July 1,201 1.A
6,000-acre homeowner associ-
ation, Voyager Village, lies within
portions of each township.

Local DNR Forestry staff had
been working with Voyager
Village for more than a year
prior to the storm, guiding
them through the steps to
become a recognized Firewise
Community. A Firewise assess-
ment had been conducted in
2010. Local DNR staff and fire
department personnel toured
the development with commu-
nity members, discussing forest
fire and emergency access con-
cerns. In turn, the board of
Voyager Village agreed to begin
work to educate their commu-
nity on fire prevention and they
quickly began implementing
fuels reduction efforts.Voyager
Village was assisted with
National Fire Plan funds provid-
ed to them through the
Division of Forestry’s hazard
mitigation program. Over the
next year Voyager Village sent a
Firewise mailing to property
owners, erected a Smokey Bear
fire danger sign, and completed
fuels reduction work in com-

monly-owned portions of the
development.

After the storm hit the area,
property owners in Voyager
Village were in a better posi-
tion to begin the long, arduous
task of mitigating the damage
to their community.
Relationships with Department
staff were in place, they had
already demonstrated account-
ability in conducting hazard
mitigation projects, and they
were well within the process of
becoming a Firewise
Community. Steve Johnson,
property manager at Voyager
Village, recently sent this in an
email, “l want to thank you for
your help and staff over the
past two years. | am very happy
that we started on the things
we did before the storm
because that info and aware-
ness has been very helpful to
this community.” At the end of
December, Steve submitted an
application for Firewise
Community recognition;
Voyager Village is planned to be
presented with an award and
recognition materials at a com-
munity event this spring.

1)

(top) A wooded area after
fuels reduction; (middle)
Heavy equipment is used
on a fuels reduction proj-
ect; (bottom) Smokey
Bear fire danger sign
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Town of Rome Curbside Chipping Program

The Town of Rome, in Adams County, Wisconsin is a
community at very high risk to wildfire due to its sandy
soils, flammable vegetation type (primarily red pine planta-
tions and scrub oak/jack pine mix), and development pat-
terns. It is a town of over 3,000 full time residents with a
large population of folks that visit seasonally.

The majority of homes are located in high density,
wooded subdivisions where oak wilt and dying pine has
resulted in increasing quantities of standing and fallen dead
timber. This fuel buildup increases the risk to homes
should a wildfire occur. Although Rome has a transfer site
for brush drop off, many property owners do not have the
means to transport brush to the site and this is a difficult
option for the large retirement-age population of the area.

With the assistance of local Division of Forestry staff,
the local fire department, and other stakeholders, the
Town of Rome completed a Community Wildfire
Protection Plan (CWPP) in 2007. Within the CWPP a
curbside chipping program was identified as a community
fuels reduction strategy to provide a convenient means of
brush disposal for property owners.

Since the fall of 2008, the Town has conducted a chip-
ping project each spring and fall targeting a different area
of the Town. Using town staff and equipment, the brush
that property owners move to the curb is either chipped
or hauled to the transfer site where it is later chipped
and used for boiler fuel. Cost share funds are provided
by the Division of Forestry through the Hazard Mitigation
Program which is funded by National Fire Plan funds.

By the end of 2012, every property owner in Rome will
have been made aware of the wildfire risk of the commu-
nity they live or vacation in,
been offered a home ignition
zone assessment, received
information about Firewise
recommendations for prepar-
ing their home for wildfire and

Fart Fact:

Rome’s town crew at work during fall
2011 curbside chipping project.

Photo: Amy Luebke, Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources

had access to a convenient
method for disposing of haz-
ardous vegetative fuel from
their property (3,540 cubic
yards to date).

Rome’s chipping program has
been very effective and so well
received that the Town is very
likely to continue it into the
future.

Wisconsin Wildfire Causes 2000-2010
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Spring is finally here!
Warmer temperatures bring
the start of local farmers mar-
kets, longer daylight hours, and
the anticipation of a big catch
on the fishing opener.
Unfortunately, these warmer
temperatures are usually
accompanied by many
Wisconsin residents and visitors who feel compelled every
spring to burn their yard waste. The DNR is asking the
public not to conduct any residential burning right
now. Here’s why:

Spring is not a good time to be burning

Over 75% of all wildfires in Wisconsin occur in

the months of March, April and May. After the
snow-cover disappears, vegetation is dead and dry; this
coupled with stronger winds, low humidity, higher tem-
peratures and people burning without proper burning
permits is a deadly combination.

Wildfires can happen to anyone

Human-caused wildfire ignitions do not discrimi-

nate against age, gender, profession or physical
ability. Statistics show a wide variety of demographics
for those responsible for starting a wildfire. It is impor-
tant to remember that people cause over 98% of all
wildfires in Wisconsin.

Burning places people at risk

Several civilian injuries and even deaths occur
each year in Wisconsin; most are related to
attempts to put out an escaped fire.

Burning places homes and
communities at risk

Nearly 80 structures are burned during wildfires
each year in Wisconsin. Many times, these structures are
lost as a result of the property owner or a neighbor
burning brush or other debris.

Burning places natural resources
at risk

Trees are a valuable resource.When an
unplanned wildfire occurs, an economic, aesthetic, and
cultural resource is threatened. Unfortunately, trees
can’t run for their lives.

Wildfires cost you

Anyone found responsible for starting a wildfire

is liable for all suppression costs. On average,
the DNR bills over $300,000 in suppression costs to
the public every year. Visiting a transfer site or paying a
minimal fee to dispose of yard waste and garbage is a
worthwhile investment.
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Burning is a
nuisance

Debris pile or burn
barrel smoke can find a path
to your neighbor’s home.
Burning is smelly and
unhealthy. Neighbors will be
thankful when you choose

more environmentally-friendly alternatives.

Burning is not the only option

There are so many alternatives to burning such as

composting, recycling, or leaving yard waste in the
woods for wildlife habitat. Several communities have estab-
lished disposal sites or garbage pick-up and drop-off loca-
tions. Check locally before burning.

The fire danger changes daily

If burning is truly the only option, throw a tarp over

the materials to keep them dry and wait to burn
until the ground is completely snow-covered. Minimize the
chance of starting a wildfire. Be sure to obtain a proper
permits and check with local fire officials for other tips to
make a fire safe.

Have you gotten this yet?

Always obtain proper permits, check with local fire

officials before conducting any outdoor burning,
and looks for other ways to be fire safe in your community.
Remember Smokey’s famous saying, “Only you can prevent
wildfires!”

For more information on burning permits and
today'’s fire danger, visit
dnr.wi.gov search keyword “fire.”

(Above) Embers produced by the fire on the right side
of the road landed on the left side of the road, igniting
dried grass and causing new fires to form.

Survive

Be Ember Aware

a Wildfire

point of origin




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


