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                             November 10, 2014 || News from the DNR Bureau of Air Management 

 

 Air Management Program hires six new staff 
 Third Wisconsin school joins EPA's School Flag program 

 

Air Management Program hires six new staff 
The Department of Natural Resources Air Management Program recently hired six new employees to 
work at three DNR offices around Wisconsin.  

Four new staff at two regional offices 

Colin Janssen has joined DNR's South Central Region office in Fitchburg as a permit and compliance 
engineer. Originally from Fond du Lac, he earned a bachelor's in civil engineering from UW-Madison. His 
professional experience includes air permitting in Missouri and Minnesota. 

Three new permit and compliance engineers are working at DNR's North East Region headquarters in 
Green Bay. 

Edwards-Sawyer Effiong earned a bachelor's in mechanical engineering in his homeland, Nigeria, and a 
master's in environmental engineering from the Milwaukee School of Engineering. He has worked in 
petroleum marketing and environmental cleanup and remediation projects, including the Lower Fox River 
cleanup. 

Mark Hammers, a native of Madison, received a B.S. degree in aerospace engineering and mechanics 
last May from the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities. 

Erin Hansel graduated from Michigan Technological University with a B.S. in environmental engineering. 
She completed a design project in Bolivia and also has work experience in the engineering consulting 
field.   

Two newcomers join the Central Office team 

Liz Zona is the program's new administrative policy coordinator in the Business Support and Information 
Technology Section. Zona has a bachelor's degree in chemistry from Carthage College, Kenosha, and 
a law degree from Marquette University in Milwaukee. An Indiana native, she has also worked as a 
chemist at Abbott Laboratories, as a private practice attorney and later as a legal research trainer for new 
attorneys. 

Ron Binzley is a construction permit engineer in the Permits Section. The Ohio native has a bachelor's 
degree in civil engineering from Columbia University and a Ph.D. in history from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. In addition to teaching both engineering and humanities at UW-Madison, he 
has worked as a structural and project engineer for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
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Third Wisconsin school joins EPA's School Flag program 

 

St. Rita Elementary School in Caledonia, Wisconsin, recently joined the School Flag Program sponsored 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Two other Wisconsin schools are involved in the program: 
Westlawn Elementary in Cedarburg and Dimensions of Learning Academy in Kenosha. 

The School Flag Program alerts faculty, parents, and students to the local air quality forecast to protect 
the health of children, especially those with asthma. Diana Lesnjak, principal of St. Rita School, and 
students joined Susan Hedman, administrator of EPA Region 5, on October 14 to raise a green flag 
indicating that day's forecast for good air quality.   

Lesnjak notes that staff and students participate daily in displaying the correct colored flag. "We're very 
proud to be part of something so good for our community," she said.  

Each day students at St. Rita check the air quality forecast for Racine on EPA’s AIRNow web site and 
then raise a flag that matches EPA's Air Quality Index. Flags help teachers know when to modify outdoor 
activities, which may include shortening exercise periods or moving exercise indoors when necessary to 
protect students’ health. The flags also can help students with asthma take precautions when the air 
pollution levels are in an unhealthy range. 

More information on the School Flag Program is available on EPA’s AIRNow website: 
www.airnow.gov/schoolflag. 

(Based on an EPA press release) 
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Featured DNR Subscriptions 

Outdoor Report: Current fishing activities, wildlife observations, and state park events updated every Thursday. 
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Manage Your DNR Subscriptions:  
Add new subscriptions, delete subscriptions, and manage your profile. If you have questions or problems with the 

subscription service, please contact subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com. 

Other inquiries can be directed to the DNR. 
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