
State of Wisconsin
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

 
 
DATE: February 5, 2001 FILE REF: 4560 
  FID 252007910 
TO: File of Rainfair, Inc.   
 
FROM: Jeffrey C. Hanson – AM/7 
 
SUBJECT: Renewal of Permit Establishing Emission Reduction Credits – 00-JCH-011-OP 
 
On February 7, 1994, Air Pollution Control Permit 93-DAA-257 was issued to Rainfair, Inc. certifying 
emission reductions which occurred prior to the shutdown of fabric coating operations at the facility. The 
permit had certified 167 tons of volatile organic compound emission reductions as a result of the change 
in manufacturing operations. 
 
The review of the emission reductions under permit 93-DAA-257 determined that the emission reduction 
options elected by Rainfair, Inc. would meet the criteria of s. NR 408.06(1)(g), Wis. Adm. Code upon 
issuance of the permit. That is, the process changes made by Rainfair, Inc. were found to generate surplus 
and permanent emission reductions that were quantified during the review process and made enforceable 
by the resulting air permit, 93-DAA-257. Because the emission reduction options were made prior to the 
subsequent ceasing of operations at the facility, the emission reduction credits resulting from the issuance 
of the air permit were and are not classified as “shut-down” credits and as a result are not subject to the 
provisions of s. NR 408.06(7), Wis. Adm. Code. 
 
Permit 93-DAA-257 expired on February 7, 1999. Liepold Holding Company as applied, on behalf of 
Rainfair, Inc. for renewal of the air permit. After reviewing the case file and subsequent rule making since 
the time of the issuance of permit 93-DAA-257, I have found that the emission reductions made are still 
considered surplus to the full extent of the 167 tons. I recommend renewing the air permit as a new 
elective operation permit, 01-JCH-011-OP. The issuance of a renewal permit will reestablish the 
enforceability of the emission reduction options, thus again satisfying the requirements of s. NR 
408.06(1)(g), Wis. Adm. Code.  
 
It is important to note that Rainfair, Inc. did transfer a total of 100 tons of the emission reduction credits 
to S.C. Johnson and another 20 tons to the Racine County Economic Development Corporation during the 
life of permit 93-DAA-257. Thus a total available to Rainfair, Inc. is 47 tons. However, because Rainfair, 
Inc. was the originator of the emission reduction options the entire 167 tons of emission reduction credits 
should be certified in the renewal permit that notes the fact that at least 120 tons have been transferred. 
Since Wisconsin does not currently regulate the transfer of emission reduction credits, only their 
certification and use, it is not possible to exactly quantify the total amount of credit that currently remains 
under Rainfair, Inc.’s control. 
 
This preliminary decision is subject to public participation requirement outlined s. 285.62, Wis. Stats. The 
notification of an opportunity for public comment is attached as well at the draft operation permit renewal 
documentation. 
 
Approved: ___________________________ 
 Daniel l. Johnston – Chief Printing and Coating Section 
 Bureau of Air Management 



 
DRAFT AIR POLLUTION CONTROL OPERATION PERMIT 

 
EI FACILITY NO.  252007910 PERMIT NOS. 01-JCH-011-OP 
 
 
 

THIS OPERATION PERMIT EXPIRES SIXTY (60) MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF 
ISSUANCE.  

 
In compliance with the provisions of Chapter 285, Wis. Stats., and Chapters NR 400 to NR 499, 
Wis. Adm. Code, 
 
  Name of Source: Rainfair, Inc. 
 
  Street Address: 1501 Albert Street 
   Racine, Wisconsin 
 
  Responsible Official & Title: Craig L. Liepold, Chairman and CEO – Leipold Holding 
Company fna Rainfair, Inc. 
 
is certified for emission reductions which occurred prior to the shutdown of fabric coating 
operations as specified herein.  
 
This authorization requires compliance by the permit holder with the specific terms and 
conditions set forth in the permit. 
 
Dated at Madison, Wisconsin this              day of                                        . 
 
STATE OF WISCONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
For the Secretary 
 
 
 
By                  DRAFT                   
 Daniel L. Johnston, Chief 
 Printing and Coating Section 
 Bureau of Air Management 
 
 
 
 
 



PART I: 
Specific Permit Conditions 

 
 
 
1. Rainfair, Inc. may not operate the fabric coating manufacturing operations at 1501 Albert 

Street, Racine, Wisconsin. Rainfair, Inc. shall remove or render inoperative all manufacturing 
equipment which emits volatile organic compounds and is associated with the emission 
reductions. (s. 285.65(7), Wis. Stats.) 

 
 
2. The department certifies an emission reduction option of 167 tons per year1 of volatile 

organic compounds (VOC) as a result of the change in manufacturing operations at 1501 
Albert Street, Racine, Wisconsin. Quantification and use of this emission reduction is subject 
to applicable state and federal requirements and subsequent rule development by the 
department. (s. NR 408.06(1)(g) and s. 285.60(2)(b), Wis. Stats.) 

 
  
3. Emission reductions credits quantified by condition 1) shall be reported annually on the 

facility’s air emission inventory until such time that they are no longer the property of the 
permittee so that the amount available to the permittee remains quantifiable. (s. NR 
408.06(7)(a)1, Wis. Adm. Code)  

 
4.  Renewal of Operation Permit - A renewal application for this permit must be submitted at 

least 12 months, but not more than 18 months, prior to the expiration date of this permit.  No 
permittee may continue operation of a source after the operation permit expires, unless the 
permittee submits a timely and complete application for renewal of the permit.  [s. 285.66(3), 
Wis. Stats. and s. NR 407.04(2), Wis. Adm. Code].

                                                 
1 Although this permit certifies a total of 167 tons of emission reductions, this permit serves as a renewal of permit 
93-DAA-257, which had originally certified these emission reductions. Since the issuance of permit 93-DAA-257, 
the permittee has transferred several tons of the emission reduction credits to other parties. This permit must certify 
the entire 167 tons of emission reductions, however so that these reductions remain enforceable and meet the criteria 
of s. NR 408.06(1)(g), Wis. Adm. Code. 



BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AIR MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Air Management Program, Preliminary Determination on an Air Pollution 
Control Permit to Operate an Air Contaminant Source at Racine, Racine County, Wisconsin.  
 
Elective Air Pollution Operation Permit No. 01-JCH-011-OP 
 
Rainfair, Inc. 1501 Albert Street, Racine, Racine County has submitted to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
permit applications including plans and specifications for the renewal of an elective operation permit acknowledging 
equipment  changes in order to create an emission reduction option program under s. 285.60(2)(b), Wis. Stats. Emission 
reduction credits generated under this program are subject the criteria for their use of s. NR 408.06, Wis. Adm. Code.   
 
The Bureau of Air Management of the DNR has analyzed these materials and has preliminarily determined that the project 
should meet applicable criteria for permit approval as stated in s. 285.63, Wis. Stats., including both the emission limits and 
the ambient air standards and should, therefore, be approved. 
 
A renewal of this operation permit allows continued enforcement of the emission reduction option program this source.  
 
This type of proposal normally does not have the potential to cause significant adverse environmental effects and the DNR 
has not prepared an Environmental Assessment of the proposal.  This preliminary determination does not constitute 
approval from the Air Management Program or any other DNR sections which may also require a review of the project. 
 
The DNR hereby solicits written comments from the public regarding the preliminary determination to approve the 
operation permit renewal application.  These comments will be considered in the DNR's final decision regarding this 
proposal.  Information, including plans and the DNR's preliminary analysis, is available for public inspection at the 
Department of Natural Resources Bureau of Air Management Headquarters, Seventh Floor, 101 South Webster Street, 
Madison, Wisconsin, at the Southeast Region Air Program, Sturtevant Service Center Air Program; 9531 Rayne Road, 
Suite 4; Sturtevant, WI  53177;  (414) 884-2300 or contact Jeffrey C. Hanson at (608) 266-6876.  This information is also 
available for downloading from the internet using a world wide web browser at: 
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/aw/air/reg/regs.htm 
 
Interested persons wishing to comment on the proposal and preliminary determinations should submit written comments 
within 30 days to: 
 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Bureau of Air Management, P.O. Box 7921, Madison, Wisconsin 53707, 
(608)266-7718  Attn:  Jeffrey C. Hanson. 
 
A public hearing may be requested by individuals if the project is of significant concern to them.  The request for hearing 
should indicate the interest of the party filing the request and reasons why a hearing is warranted.  The DNR may then hold 
a public hearing if it determines that there is a significant public interest in holding a hearing. 
 
Reasonable accommodation, including the provision of informational material in an alternative format, will be provided for 
qualified individuals with disabilities upon request. 
 
Dated at Madison, Wisconsin    February 6, 2001                                                         . 
 
STATE OF WISCONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
For the Secretary 
 
 
By     /s/                                                
 Daniel L. Johnston, Chief 

Printing and Coating Section 
  Bureau of Air Management 



 

 

Scott McCallum, Governor 
George E. Meyer, Secretary 

101 S. Webster St. 
Box 7921 

Madison, Wisconsin  53707-7921 
Telephone 608-266-2621 

FAX 608-267-3579 
TTY 608-267-6897 

 
February 5, 2001 
 
 
Linda L. Sturino, Vice President 
Leipold Holding Company fna Rainfair, Inc. 
4041 North Main Street 
Racine, WI  53401 
 
 
 Subject:  Preliminary Approval of Operation Permit Renewal Certifying Rainfair, Inc. ERC 
 
Dear Ms. Sturino: 
 
The Bureau of Air Management of the Department of Natural Resources has preliminarily reviewed the elective air 
pollution control permit application regarding the shutdown of equipment formally located in Glendale as part of an 
emission reduction option program. 
 
The Bureau of Air Management has prepared an analysis of the proposed project and has made a preliminary determination 
that it is approvable.  The proposed permit limitations and conditions are included in the attached Draft Permit. 
 
The Department will now accept public comments on the proposed project as required by ss. 285.61(6) and (7) and 
285.62(4) and (5), Wis. Stats.  Comments will be received for 30 days after publication of a Class I Legal notice.  Please 
review the Draft Permit and provide your comments within the same 30 day period. 
 
As requested, a copy of this public notice is attached so you may expedite the permitting process.  It should be published 
for one day in The Journal Times.  In return, you must provide me a notarized proof of publication prior to permit 
issuance. 
 
The public input, if any, will also be reviewed to note if significant public interest in the project exists and whether a public 
hearing is warranted.  If a hearing is warranted, it would be held within 60 days from the end of the public comment period. 
 Finally, all public input will be used to render a final decision within another 60 days unless compliance with Wisconsin's 
Environmental Policy Act requires a longer time. 
 
Please be advised that this is only a preliminary determination.  If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel 
free to contact me at (608) 266-6876. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jeffrey C. Hanson, P.E. 
Construction Permit Team Leader 
Bureau of Air Management 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Southeast Region Air Program 
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