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State of Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources
Instructions: Refer to the ranking questions and criteria in the Grant Program Guidance for the Stewardship Local Assistance (LUG), Federal Land and Water Conservation (LWCF) and Federal Recreation Trails (RTP) grant programs. This form may be used to submit the required responses with the application package. Indicate “N/A” for any questions that are not applicable to the project.
Notice: Project selection criteria for these grant programs are developed per Ch. 23, Wis. Stats. NR 51, Wis. Admin. Code, NR 50, Wis. Admin. Code, and provisions of the programs outlined in federal law. Personal information collected on this form will be used for administrative purposes and may be provided to requesters to the extent required by Wisconsin's Public Records law [ss. 19.31-19.39, Wis. Stats.].
test
If any discrepancies exist between form 8700-338 and published grant guidelines, the grant guidelines shall take precedence.
test
Section A:  All Applicants
 Initial Eligibility Ranking Questions
Max. Points
 Max. Points
Question Details and Documentation Notes
DNR Use Only
1
COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN (CORP):
•         Is the project identified in a Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan approved by the applicant or the County where the applicant resides?
•         Does the project support a goal identified in an approved Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan?
•         Does the project support a goal identified in the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP)? (RTP only) 
N/A
Provide plan name, copy of cover page, and page number/chapter reference.
For projects that support a goal of the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, please identify the specific goal(s) supported by the proposed project.
LWCF projects must be specified in a CORP; Stewardship projects must be consistent with CORP goals.
A CORP must be updated every five years. It may be referred to as a Parks and Open Space Plan. The CORP is not the same as the Comprehensive Plan, which refers to plans developed and adopted per requirements of S. 66.1001, Wis. Stats.
2
LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN (Acquisition Projects Only): 
The applicant has a plan for long-term management of the property that preserves and enhances its conservation and/or recreational value.
N/A
Submit copy of land management plan. For local governments, this information may be included in the CORP, parks management plan, or other document. 
NCOs are required to submit a Land Management Plan if they intend to keep the property long-term. 
For Stewardship and LWCF acquisition projects, sponsors must adhere to the program requirements in perpetuity.
3
LEGAL RIGHT TO CONSTRUCT (Development Projects Only): 
The applicant has the legal right to construct the proposed project and meet post-grant compliance requirements.
N/A
Submit copy of deed, lease, easement, memorandum of understanding, or other documentation. Draft lease or easement documents are acceptable if negotiation of key components (e.g. legal description, compensation) have been deemed acceptable to all parties. 
Response
Section B:  All Applicants
Ranking Questions
Max. Points
 Max. Points
Question Details and Documentation Notes
DNR Use Only
Tie-breaker Questions
 Max. Points
Question Details and Documentation Notes
DNR Use Only
4
DURATION - PROJECT AREA ON LAND OWNED BY OTHER ENTITY:
Trail project area is located on an easement or leased land where the applicant holds a 25-year or greater easement or lease as of the date of application. (1 pt.)
1
Applicants should provide a copy of the easement or lease documentation.  If applicant owns the land, this question does not apply.
Response
5
GREEN TIER: 
The applicant is a designated Green Tier Legacy community or part of another Green Tier Charter. (0.1 pt.)
0.1
Response
 
6
RAILROAD CORRIDOR: 
The project will acquire or develop an abandoned rail corridor for outdoor recreation. (0.1 pt.)
0.1
This tiebreaker is only awarded for the acquisition or initial development of a property. 
Response
7
SAFE ACCESS: 
Users have an existing opportunity for safe and legal parking and access to the project site or the proposed project will significantly improve safe and legal access to the site. (0.1 pt.)
0.1
Projects that provide access only via roadside parking would not receive points for this question. 
Response
8
RURAL PROSPERITY INITIATIVE:
The project area is located in a rural city, village, town or township of less than 2,500 residents. (1 pt.)
1
For counties, the city, village, town or township project site within the county is less than 2,500 residents. 
Provide 2020 project site census data.
Response
9
PROJECT ADDRESSED IN PLANS OTHER THAN A CORP OR COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:
The project is referenced in or supports other applicable plans, such as a local green space plan, integrated resource management plan, riverfront restoration plan, water quality plan, or other applicable plan approved by a governmental unit (including DNR Master Plans or State Trail Plans). 
(1 pt.)
1
Provide copies of the plan cover page and page(s) that describe the subject project.
The SCORP is not considered an additional plan.
Response
10
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION: 
The project is being developed in close cooperation between two separate governmental entities. (2 pts.) 
Note: Nonprofits are not eligible for these points. 
The project will fulfill goals for two separate governmental entities. Both entities will contribute to the project either financially (land, matching funds), with labor or management of the property once the project is complete. 
OR 
The project is being developed in a joint effort between two or more governmental entities. 
2
Provide plan name, copy of cover page, and page number/chapter reference, if applicable.
The partner jurisdiction must have a joint role in the project, such as voluntary contribution of matching funds or force account services. Letters of support are not sufficient to receive these points. Regional projects that are being developed cooperatively by multiple governmental entities also will receive credit for this question. Land owned by one government entity and developed by a separate government entity would be eligible for these points.
Response
11
PREVIOUS GRANT COMPLETION:
•         Applicant has successfully completed and closed all previous Stewardship Local Assistance, LWCF, or RTP grants. (1 pt.)
•         Applicant did not receive a Stewardship Local Assistance, LWCF, or RTP grant in application years 2019-2023 (Fiscal Years 2020-2024). (1 pt.)
2
Applicants should provide a list of applicable grants.
Stewardship Local Assistance, LWCF, or RTP grants executed in application year 2022 (Fiscal Year 2023) and RTP maintenance grants (all years) are not considered when evaluating eligibility to receive these points.
Response
12
SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY: 
Project will use sustainable and green infrastructure practices and products in both development and acquisition projects. 
Applicant will take steps to: 
         •  Reduce Contributors to Climate Change
         Examples: reduce heat island effect, cool/green roofs, canopy improvement, use of renewable/zero emissions energy sources, etc.
         OR
         •  Improve Water Quality
         Examples: stormwater retention and/or filtering (bio basins for site), eliminate impervious surfaces, use of pervious pavements, protection and restoration of wetlands, provide public a source for contaminate-free drinking water. (1 pt.)
1
Applicant should describe the way materials, design, and other project elements promote and reduce contributors to climate change, improve water quality or similar sustainability principles. 
For development projects, applicants should provide documentation regarding the extent to which proposed practices or products are above-and-beyond traditional construction. Stormwater retention ponds exceeding the size of the requirements.   
Installation of solar lighting will qualify for the point. Use of LED lighting is standard practice and will not result in receiving the point. 
For acquisitions, applicants should explain how the property will increase green space, improve water quality or climate resiliency in the community.
Response
13
ACCESS TO OTHER OUTDOOR RECREATION FACILITIES:
The proposed project provides access to other existing developed facilities, such as campground, fishing pier, local park, etc. (1 pt.)
1
Provide documentation that shows the relationship between the proposed project and the existing facility/facilities.
Response
Section C:  Stewardship Local Assistance & LWCF Eligible Projects
 Ranking Questions          
Max. Points
 Max. Points
Question Details and Documentation Notes
DNR Use Only
14
FINANCIAL SUPPORT: 
•   Applicant has identified external (non-applicant) funding sources of at least 50% of the applicant’s proposed matching funds.  (1 pt.)
•   Applicant has an existing agreement with a nonprofit, service, or similar organization that decreases the applicant’s costs for ongoing operation and maintenance. (1 pt.)
2
Applicants must provide letters of commitment from local contributors, proof of budget approval, or similar documentation of financial support. 
For the ongoing operation and maintenance point, applicants must provide a copy of a Memorandum of Understanding or similar agreement executed with the partner organization. 
Note: Tax Increment Funding (TIF) district funds are considered applicant funds. 
15
PROJECT IMPACT: 
•  The project is the first-of-its-kind for the applicant. (1 pt.)
•  The project is adjacent to and supports a recreational resource that draws visitors from the region. Data must be provided to receive these points. (2 pts.)
3
“First-of-its-kind” means the applicant has never done this type of project at any sites within their jurisdiction.
To receive full points for this question, applicants must provide suitable documentation that supports the regional nature of the recreational resource (e.g. tourism or seasonal increase in population statistics
16
NATURAL HERITAGE INVENTORY (NHI): 
•  Acquisition:  Proposed acquisition includes property that is on the NHI list or otherwise formally recognized. (1 pt.)
         OR
•  Development: Development plans that identify the NHI resource and how the applicant will enhance and protect these features on the property. (1 pt.)).
1
Provide documentation that the property is included on the DNR Natural Heritage Inventory and/or narrative description of the location of NHI resources relative to proposed site development plan.
Describe what measures will be taken to preserve, enhance, and protect NHI features.
17
UNIQUE NATURAL FEATURES: 
•  Acquisition:  The proposed project includes acquisition of land with unique aesthetic/scenic value, natural value, ecological value, unique natural features. (1 pt.)
         OR
•  Development: The proposed project includes development of recreational opportunities that support unique natural features and/or scenic highways. (1 pt.)
1
Applicant should submit information documenting the specific unique natural features being protected or enhanced by the proposed project. 	

18
DAM REMOVAL: The project was identified in or supports goals of a DNR-approved dam abandonment plan. (2 pts.)
2
Provide plan name, copy of cover page, and page number/chapter reference, if applicable.
If the dam abandonment plan is more than five years old, the applicant should provide documentation demonstrating that the plan is still viable and current.
19
URBAN POPULATIONS (list located on pg. 31):
The project includes land acquisition or development of a property in a designated urban/urbanized area or project site is located outside of, but primarily serves, a designated urban/urbanized area as identified on page 31. (1 pt.)
1
See the Community and Population Information located on pg. 31 . If applicant is not on the list of qualifying urban/urbanized areas, but serves a transient population, the applicant should provide documentation regarding recreational needs of transient populations that would be met by the proposed project. 
20
DIVERSITY OF INTENDED USERS: 
The project is intended to serve specific diverse populations (e.g. elderly, minority, disabled, low-income).  Describe the intended users and how they will benefit from this project. (1 pt. ADLP, UR; 2 pts. LWCF)
1-2
Provide intended user demographics  and how users are  benefitting from this project. 
Note: 
1. Serving nearby schools is not sufficient to qualify for this point. 
2.  This is not intended to be an ADA compliance question.
21
WATER ACCESS:
The project will significantly improve or expand existing water access for water-based outdoor recreation within the applicant’s jurisdiction. (1 pt.)         
1
Direct water access includes frontage on rivers, streams, lakes, estuaries, reservoirs, and flowages where there currently is no public access. An example is an ADA pier to provide new, enhanced access. 
22
BROWNFIELDS: 
The project involves brownfield redevelopment, as the term is defined in S. 23.09(19)(a)1., Wis. Stats. (2 pts.)
2
Provide documentation showing that the site meets definition per Wis. Stat. § 23.09(19)(a)1. and applicant is allowed to acquire or develop the site (e.g. site closure letter, environmental reporting, blight district, etc.). 
23
NATURE-BASED OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 
(Acquisition Projects Only): 
After acquisition, the public will be able to conduct all five designated nature-based outdoor activities on the project property. (2 pts.)          
2
This question applies to acquisition projects only. Applicants submitting a development project application should answer “N/A” to this question. 
Nature-based outdoor activities include hunting (gun and bow), trapping, fishing, hiking, and cross-country skiing (as defined in Ch. NR 52, Wis. Admin. Code). 
For acquisition of properties with no water access, applicants should consider fishing as an available activity for purposes of this question. 
24
COMMUNITY GARDENS (Acquisition Projects Only): 
The project will provide land for non-commercial gardening activities within or serving residents of urban areas. (1 pt.)
1
This question applies to acquisition projects only. Applicants submitting a development project application should answer “N/A” to this question. 
25
PROJECT CONTINUITY:
•         Acquisition:  Applicant has already acquired some of the land for the project. (1 pt.) 
•         Development: Applicant has already acquired or developed some eligible facilities for the project without grant assistance. (1 pt.)
1
Provide narrative description of acquisition and/or facilities being developed, including type of funding used. 
26
PRODUCTS: 
Project will use products made in Wisconsin from recycled materials. (1 pt.)
1
Provide documentation showing products to be used and anticipated vendors.
27
PRODUCTS TIMELINE:
Acquisition: 
•         Land can be acquired within one year. (1 pt.)
•         The property appraisal is complete. (1 pt.) 
•         Applicant has a seller accepted offer-to-purchase or option. (2 pt.)
Development: 
•         The project can be completed prior to June 30, 2027. (1 pt.)
•         Design work is at 30% or more. (1 pt.)
•         Ch. 30 and/or 31 required permit application(s) have been submitted.
    (1 pt.)
4-3
Applicant should provide a current timeline for the acquisition or development project.    Applicants are highly encouraged to contact DNR prior to executing an appraisal contract for grant purposes. Similarly, contact DNR Wetlands/Waterways and/or DNR Stormwater staff if permitting is needed for proposed project.  Provide engineer drafted plan set showing 30% design completed or similar site plan as approved by applicant public works department.  For Ch. 30 and 31 permits provide DNR notice of application receipt.	
28
RIVERWAY ACQUISITION 
(Acquisition Projects Only): 
For land acquisition projects, the proposed acquisition will contribute significantly to the overall success of an urban river project or comprehensive riverway or lake management plan. (1 pt.)
1
Applicants should describe how the proposed acquisition contributes to the success of the plan. 
29
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (Not the CORP):
•         The applicant has or is developing a comprehensive plan for their local jurisdiction (as defined in S. 66.1001, Wis. Stats.) with provisions that support intergovernmental cooperation. (1 pt.)
•         The proposed project is supported by or included in the applicant’s comprehensive plan. (1 pt.)
Note:  Nonprofits are not eligible for this point.
2
30
RESTORATION OR RENOVATION OF RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 
(Development Only): 
• The project will specifically provide for the renovation or replacement of outdoor recreation facilities that are in danger of being lost for public use or updating the existing facilities to meet current Americans with Disabilities Act requirements. (2 pts.)
• The project was previously funded with LWCF funding. (1 pt.)
(2 pts. ADLP, UR; 3 pts. LWCF)          
2-3
For renovation projects provide documentation that shows the project will address safety issues and/or ADA compliance.  
For replacement facilities provide documentation of the need for the facilities and an increase in users. 
31
OPEN NATURAL CORRIDORS  (Acquisition Only): 
The applicant will acquire land that provides open natural linear corridors connecting open natural areas, city parks, or similar outdoor recreation amenities or serves as a buffer between outdoor recreation property and land with potential for urban development. (2 pts.)
2
Provide a narrative description of the relationship between the proposed project and the linear corridor.  Applicants should include a map that highlights the location of the proposed project relative to the corridor/trail. 
32
ELIGIBLE RECREATIONAL USES: 
Explain the number of eligible recreational uses for facilities within the project scope of work (development projects) OR planned uses for new land acquisition property (acquisition projects). 
•         Nature Based Outdoor Recreation: examples include picnic facilities; trails; water access; pedestrian, bike, and cross-country ski access; camping; habitat restoration; community gardens. (1 pt.)
•         Active Recreation Use (facility-based; LWCF ONLY): examples include: sports and playfields; swimming pools; splash pads; skating/hockey rinks; downhill ski facilities. (1 pt.)
•         Multiple Season Use: explain use of project facility/facilities in winter AND summer seasons, if applicable. (1 pt.)
(2 pts. ADLP; 3 pts. LWCF)
2-3
Section D:  RTP Eligible Projects
 Ranking Questions          
Max. Points
 Max. Points
Question Details and Documentation Notes
DNR Use Only
33
RTP PROJECT TYPE (see page 16 in Guidance Booklet for Definitions):
•         Rehabilitation and/or Maintenance(8 pts.)
•         Development (3 pts.) 
8
Projects that include more than one activity type will be reviewed to determine which category is appropriate.
34
YEAR-ROUND USE: 
Project area is open for year-round use. (1 pt.)  
1
35
NUMBER OF COMPATIBLE USES: 
•         Motorized Activities: 1 pt. if any of the following are allowed on the trail
         —         ATV/UTVs
         —         Off-Highway Motorcycles
         —         Snowmobiles
         —         E-bikes
         —         E-scooters
         —         Segways
•         Pedestrian Activities: 1 pt. if any of the following are allowed on the trail
         —         Cross-country skiing (ungroomed)
         —         Hiking/walking/jogging/running
         —         In-line skating
         —         Photography
         —         Snowshoeing 
         —         Wildlife observation/bird watching
•         Other Activities: 1 pt. if any of the following are allowed on the trail
         —         Biking
         —         Canoe/kayak access     
         —         Cross-country skiing (groomed)
         —         Horses  
3
Please list all compatible uses for the project area. Compatible uses can include a mix of motorized and nonmotorized uses (e.g. hiking, bicycling, in-line skating, equestrian use, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, all-terrain vehicle riding, four-wheel driving, or using other off-road motorized vehicles). All uses must share the same project (trail) area to be counted. Points can also be given for trailhead and restroom projects. 
36
RESOLVES CONFLICTS BETWEEN USERS: 
Proposed trail project will provide for increased safety of recreational users by separating uses on a shared corridor, e.g. separating motorized use from nonmotorized, establishing trail segments to resolve pedestrian conflicts, or creating pedestrian paths at blind curves. (1 pt.) 
1
Typically, user conflicts are resolved via development projects, not rehabilitation or maintenance. 
Resolution may occur through, development of separate trails for different use types, etc. Applicants must provide documentation regarding historical user conflicts on the existing trail. 
37
TRAIL PATROL: 
The applicant has the ability to ensure enforcement and safety for trail users, either directly or through cooperative agreements with non-governmental organizations or other governmental entities. (1 pt.)
2
Applicants may receive points for this question if the applicant patrols the trail or if the applicant has a written trail patrol agreement with another non-state entity. An email or letter from the local police or similar enforcement entity stating how often they check the trail is sufficient.
38
SAFE TRAIL DESIGN: 
Proposed project area does not cross or use any public motorized vehicular or access roads unless the road is closed for maintenance seasonally or is a maintenance-only road. Trailhead-only projects receive this point and water trails can receive this point if there are no portages that cross public motorized vehicular roads. (1 pt.)
1
Applicants should provide a map showing the proposed project relative to the overall trail system, roads, and bridges. 
For full credit on this question (1 pt.), the project needs to be located completely off the road surface with no at-grade crossings. The only exception are roads that are closed to motorized vehicles seasonally (when trail use is in effect), or roads that are used for maintenance-only access to a property. 
If a driveway crosses the trail, the applicant may not receive this point.
39
LOCAL DONATIONS AND VOLUNTEER SUPPORT: 
•         Project will include donations of labor materials, and/or equipment from sources other than the applicant unless the applicant is a non-governmental entity. (1 pt.)
•         Donations comprise 20% or more of the total project cost. (1 pt.)
•         Applicant manages the trail system where the project area is located but does not own the property and has a written agreement in place with the property owner for this management. (1 pt.)
3
Letters of support are not sufficient to receive points for this question. Applicants must provide letters of commitment from local contributors, proof of budget approval, or similar documentation of financial support and provide management agreement documentation.
40
QUALIFIED YCC OR SERVICE CORPS: 
Applicant has entered into a contract or service agreement with a state youth conservation or service corps to perform construction or maintenance on the project. (2 pts.)
2
41
INNOVATIVE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT OR RENOVATION:
Trail development or renovation includes innovative or unique design to accommodate or appeal to persons with disabilities and/or other diverse populations. (2 pts.)
2
Applicants should provide documentation demonstrating how the trail will appeal to persons with disabilities and/or diverse populations (e.g. minorities, low income, and/or elderly.  Required ADA standards do not receive these points).
Examples include sensory trails (e.g., incorporating sounds, textures, smells), braille on interpretive trail signs, trail tells a story, etc. 
42
TRAIL CONNECTIVITY 
(Development Only): 
The applicant will develop a new segment of a linear corridor that connects one or more segments of an already established trail. (2 pts.)         
2
Provide a narrative description of the relationship between the proposed project and the linear corridor. This does not apply to trails leading into campgrounds, parks, etc. unless directly connecting to another trail. 
Applicants should include a map that shows the trail connectivity.
Section E:  LWCF Eligible (Active Recreation) Projects
 Ranking Questions          
Max. Points
 Max. Points
Question Details and Documentation Notes
DNR Use Only
43
WISCONSIN’S STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN (SCORP): 
Wisconsin’s SCORP has identified five goals for outdoor recreation. Explain how your project application supports one or more of these priorities: 
1. Boost participation in outdoor recreation.
2. Grow partnerships. 
3. Provide high-quality experiences. 
4. Improve data to enhance visitor experiences and benefits. 
5. Enhance funding and financial stability.
N/A
Provide an explanation or documentation of how the project meets one or more of the SCORP priorities. 	

44
PROXIMITY OF RECREATION OPPORTUNITY:
Explain how the project provides recreation land where a scarcity of recreation opportunities exists. 
(1 pt. development; 2 pts. acquisition)
1-2
Explain where the nearest recreational opportunity exists. Provide a map showing other recreational facilities. 
45 
ALTERNATIVE ACCESS FOR TRANSPORTATION TO THE PROJECT SITE:
•         The project site will be accessible by an off-road trail. (1 pt.)
•         The project site is on a mass public transportation route (e.g., bus, train). (1 pt.)
2
Explain how users will access the property and provide a map showing off-road trail access or bus/train route to property.
Define what the connecting properties are.
46
IMMEDIATE NEED FOR THE PROJECT:
Please explain any threats to losing recreational use of the property or facility if not immediately acquired or developed. 
(1 pt. development; 2 pts. acquisition)
1-2
Is there a possibility this property or facility will no longer be used for outdoor recreation purposes in the next three years?  Provide information showing potential threat to the property or facility.
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