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PROGRAM SCOPE

The Bureau of Law Enforcement snowmobile program has a wide range of duties and responsibilities
which include:

Accident Investigation, Reporting and Administration
Enforcement

Safety Education

Operations and Training

Public Service Announcements

YVVVVVYVYY

Municipal Ordinance Review

PROGRAM SUMMARY

Accident Investigation, Reporting and Administration

A snowmobile crash incident is any incident (regardless of the number of vehicles involved) that results in
a fatality or an injury that requires medical treatment by a physician.

Wisconsin law requires every snowmobile operator involved in a crash incident to report the incident
without delay to law enforcement officials. In addition, within 10 days of the incident, the operator must
submit a written report on Form 4100-174 to the Department of Natural Resources.

Over the past 10 years there has been a slight decreasing trend in the number of fatalities per
100,000 registered snowmobile (does not include snowmobile trail passes). This trend may be
based on the increasing number of registered snowmobiles.

SNOWMOBILE FATALITIES PER 100,000 REGISTRATIONS

16 - 14.1

14 -

12 1 9.70

10 8.9

g K\5_37
6 =3
4

2 .

0

2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015

Page 3


http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/forms/4100/4100-174.pdf

WISCONSIN SNOWMOBILE SAFETY & ENFORCEMENT REPORT

There were
223,606
registrations
for the
2014/2015
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Snowmobile trail passes are required on out-of-state snowmobiles not registered in Wisconsin.

Wisconsin had 12
snowmobile
fatalities, 11 less
than the previous
year.
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AGE OF VICTIM

19-29
(5) 42%

30-40
(2) 17%

OPERATOR EXPERIENCE

41-50
(3) 25%
0-100
Over 100 Hours
Hours (3) 25%

(8) 67%

67% of the operators involved in fatal accidents
reportedly had over 100 hours of experience
operating a snowmobile.

Unknown

(1) 8%
OPERATOR WAS SNOWMOBILE SAFETY CERTIFIED
Unknown
(1) 8% Yes
(7) 58% One of the contributing factors to snowmobile

fatalities is the operator not being snowmobile
safety certified. 33% of the operators involved in a
fatal accident had not completed a snowmobile
safety course in Wisconsin a decrease from 74%
the previous season.

Certification in snowmobile safety is encouraged for
No operators of all ages.
(4) 33%
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PRESENCE OF HELMET DURING ACCIDENT

No
Yes (3) 25%

(9) 75%

ALCOHOL INVOLVEMENT

Alcohol

Alcohol was involved in 9 of the twelve fatal incidents.

NA
“Alcohol Involved” means alcohol was detected in victim’s @) 17%
system or witness verified victim consumed alcohol.
(Blood test results were unknown for two incidents.)
Thirty-eight operators were arrested for operating a
snowmobile with a BAC at or above .08%.
No Alcohol
(1) 8%
Amount of Alcohol (BAC) Detected in the Victim
at the Time of the Accident
BAC .
BAC_ié‘)l' Greater Alcohol Involved Fatal Incidents
’ Than .20
0,
(5) 42% (4) 33% s
80%
70%
70% +— =
60% | 67% 75%
60%
40%
30%
20%
10%
NO NA 0% T T T T 1
?50823' ) 17% 2009/2010 2010/2011 2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015
0

Note: Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) is in grams/milliliter (g/ml).

Page 6



WISCONSIN SNOWMOBILE SAFETY & ENFORCEMENT REPORT

Location of Accident

Snowmobile
Route / Road
(3) 25%

Private Land

Lake/River (1) 8%

(4) 33% Note: A Route is a public road opened to legal

snowmobile travel by the local municipality.

Public Road

Public Trail R (NT°T) ?2
(2) 17% oute) (2)
17%

Type of Accident

Roll Over (1)

8%
. Collision with a
There were 9 fatal crashes that involved fixed object
colliding with a fixed object. A “Fixed Object” (9175%
could be a tree, cabin, bridge, cables or a shoreline.
Estimated Speed at Time of Accident
Struck by

Snowmobile (2)

60+ 17%

(1) 8%

41-60 Unknown
MPH (2) 17%
(4) 33%

21-30
31-40 (3) 25%

(2) 17%
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FATALITIES BY DAY OF WEEK

Saturday and Sunday continue to be 5713
the days of the week with the highest
number of fatal occurrences with a total

of 9 for both days. 3
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2:01 AM-4:00 AM 1
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10:01 AM-12:00..
12:01 PM-2:00 PM

2:01 PM-4:00 PM ——

4:01 PM-6:00 PM

6:01 PM-8:00 PM — ]

8:01 PM-10:00 PM
10:01PM-12:00 AM 1

Enforcement
State conservation wardens and county recreational patrol deputies received snowmobile funding to enforce

state snowmobile laws.

For the 2014/2015 season state conservation wardens and county deputies recorded 10,674 hours of

snowmobile patrol and 694 hours on public relations.
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Top Ten Snowmobile Violations

#1 Fail to comply with regulatory signs 152
#2 Operate snowmobile without valid registration 117
#3 Operate snowmobile without valid safety certificate or without carry proof of completion 86
#H4 Operate snowmobile on public or private property of another without consent 62
#5 Operate snowmobile while under the influence of an intoxicant or controlled substance 60
#é Operate snowmobile illegally on or in the vicinity of highways 47
#H7 Operate snowmobile with alcohol concentration at or above 0.08% 38
#8 Operate at unreasonable, improper speed or in carless manner 28
#9 Operate a snowmobile on a snowmobile trail without a trail use sticker 28
#10 | Operate snowmobile greater than 55 MPH during hours of darkness 16

Citations Issued for Snowmobile Violations for the 2014-2015

382

snowmobile laws.

2015 season was 760.

m Registration / Trail Pass Violations
® Alcohol / Drug Related

® Speed Related

® Equipment Violations

m Other Violations

State Conservation Wardens and county
recreational patrol deputies receive
snowmobile funding to enforce state

The total number of citations for the 201 4-
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Safety Education
NUMBER OF STUDENTS CERTIFIED
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Snowmobile riding is a growing sport in Wisconsin. Along with the privilege of enjoying the sport comes
the responsibility of making sure you are operating snowmobiles safely and responsibly.

Snowmobile operators at least 12 years of age who were born on or after January 1, 1985 must
complete a snowmobile safety certification course in order to operate on public snowmobile trails and
areas in Wisconsin. DNR recreational safety specialists recommend all snowmobile operators complete a
safety course.

For the 2014 /2015 Season, 3,560 of the 8,863 total students were certified through an Internet Safety
Course. Students must be 16 years of age or older in order to become certified by these online classes. The
trend of the number of people being certified by the internet safety course vs. a traditional class room
course is increasing.
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Operations and Training
ATV /Snowmobile Patrol Officer Training was held in 2015 providing training to over 80 Patrol Officers. Training is
mandatory for all patrols every 2 years in order for the patrol to qualify for reimbursement aids.

Public Service Announcements

The snowmobile program used radio, television and media interviews across the state. Wisconsin DNR
sponsored “snowmobile safety” public service announcements working with the Wisconsin Broadcasters
Association and JS Online.

Joint OWI campaign with DOT

The Department partnered with the Wisconsin Petroleum Marketers and Convenience Store Association
(WPMCA) to place an impaired driving message on pump toppers at participating gas stations during
the holiday season.

Our concept included snowmobiles and cars/trucks with the message “whether you ride on the snow or the
road, drive sober this holiday season.”
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Download the Drive Sober App at
ZeroIlnWisconsin.gov
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Effective July 1, 2015 Wisconsin Act 142 took effect.
Provisions include:
» $30.00 for a three-year registration
» Purchase and display of an annual trail pass required to use public trails
> A $20.00 savings off the standard $30.00 trail fee for members of both a local club and the
Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs
» Nonresident trail passes will increase from $35.00 to $50.00

The new fee structure will support local trail maintenance and will generate additional revenue for the
state snowmobile program fund.

The Department partnered with Vilas County and other DNR bureaus to purchase a mobile billboard
trailer. The trailer was placed adjacent to popular trails and promoted the “Zero Alcohol” don’t drink
and ride campaign.

What
would she

Municipal Ordinance Review

Counties, towns, cities and villages may enact ordinances regulating snowmobile trails and routes. If a
county, town, city or village adopts an ordinance regulating snowmobile its clerk shall immediately send a
copy of the ordinance to the department and to the office of any law enforcement agency of the
municipality or county having jurisdiction over any highway designated as an snowmobile route.

Although Wisconsin law does not give the Department of Natural Resources advisory review authority the
department will encourage and supervise a system of snowmobile routes and trails and may establish
standards and procedures for certifying the designation of snowmobile routes and trails.

If significant inconsistencies with state law exist, in the interest of public safety and welfare, the county,
town, city and villages the department may contact them.
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Wisconsin Snowmobile Fatality Summary — 2014/2015

Age / Sex /[ BAC /

Helmet / WI Safety

Date/Time Location Cause / Factors Residency Certified
12/22/2014 Forest Co. / Town of Collision with
) Fixed Object / 22 /M /.228 / WI | Yes / No
1:37am Freedom / Lake

Speed, Alcohol

The victim drove at a high rate of speed across

a frozen lake and struck the shoreline on the opposite side of the lake.

12/28/2014

12:26am

Lincoln Co. / Town of
Bradley / Lake

Struck by
Snowmobile /
Speed, Carless
Operation

41 /F /.060 / WI

NA / Yes

The victim was a passenger on snowmobile trave
the victim to fall off the snowmobile. The victim

was then struck by the s

ling across a lake in a group when the operator hit a bump that caused
nowmobile following behind them.

12/28/2014 Struck a Fixed

'é°“ Co. /RT°:IV”R°f Obsject / Alcohol, 49/M/.212 /1L | No/ Yes
1:30am arey / Road/Route Speed
The victim failed to negotiate a corner, left the road, became airborne and struck a tree.
1/9/2015 . Struck by

\s/fllg (r:r: /nT;)\;-v: T Snowmobile / 34 /M /NA/WI Yes / Yes
2:42pm ermat o Speed, Inexperience

The victim fell from his snowmobile and was struck by another snowmobile in his group that was following behind him.

1/14/2015

NA

Oneida Co. / Town
of Newbold / Trail

Struck a Fixed
Obiject / Alcohol

45 /M /142 / WI

Yes / Yes

The victim was found lying on a trail with his snowmobile resting against some trees. Subject was transported to a
medical facility and later died on January 19, 2015.

1/18/2015 . Struck a Fixed

vaj/‘\’p:w C‘/’P/ fg’ Object / Alcohol, | 26 / M /.224 / WI | Yes / Yes
7:23pm o anawda O Speed
The victim struck the shoreline.
1/18/2015 Oconto Co. /

Township of zo!;ver / Alcohol, 34 /M /.162 /WI | Yes / No
7:45pm Mountain / Pond P

The victim attempted to make a high speed turn resulting in a roll over.
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1/31/2015

7:25pm

Douglas Co. / Town
of Gordon / Road
(Not a Route)

Struck a Fixed
Object / Speed,
Alcohol

70 /M /NA / MN

No / Yes

The victim was operating at a high rate of speed on a curve when he left the roadway, hit a bump or mound, went
airborne and struck a tree.

2/19/2015 Oneida Co. / Lake Struck a Fixed

Tomahawk / Private | Object / Speed, 55 /M /.182 /WI | No / No
5:00pm Property Alcohol
The victim was operating on a non-public trail on private property when he struck a tree.
2/22/2015 Clark Co. / Town of | Struck a Fixed

Warner / Road Object / Alcohol, 22 /M /116 /WI | Yes / Yes
6:34am (Route) Speed
The victim continued straight where the trail curved and struck a tree.

. Struck a Fixed

2/28/2015 Vilas Co. / Town of Obiect / Speed,

St Germain / Road 19 /F/.000 /WI | No/ Yes
11:02am Operator

(Route)

Inexperience

The victim entered a corner, failed to negotiate the curve causing the victim to cross into the oncoming lane and struck a

tree.
Struck a Fixed
3/7/2015 Waukesha Co. / Obiject / Operating
Town of Vernon / i a Closed Area 27 /M /.225 / WI | Yes / Yes
3:46pm Road (Not a Route) !

Alcohol

The victim was traveling in a public park property on a road closed to motor vehicle use and collided with a steel chain

gating off the road.
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2014-2015 TOTAL SNOWMORBILE INJURY INCIDENTS
REPORTED TO LAW ENFORCEMENT BY COUNTY

Unknown County accounts for 3 of the total incidents.

] L]
4080 0
: Gc'..?’ A report must be filed for any crash that results in an injury
{ 4
éf requiring treatment by a physician or a fatal incident must be
reported as soon as possible to a Conservation Warden or other
law enforcement officer. You must file a written report of the
incident within 10 davs to the DNR
2 4
ROUGLAS BAYFELD| 4 3
WASHBURN SAWY ER
ASHLAND IRON 16
PRICE VILAS
> ONIEDA 6
1 FLORENCE
14 MARINETTE
RUSK 4
0 LINCOLN 5
LANGLADE FOREST q
TAYLOR 4 QCONTO 0
3
0 o,
0
J MARATHON MENOMINEE -
CLARK
2 0
3 SHAWAND 1
O DOOR
WOQD PORTAGE WAUPACA ]
=
= QUTAGAMIE 2
<L =
4 1 0 =
= 0] 0 0 g Y
= JACKSON
g BROWN
JUNEAU ADAMS |WAUSHARA WINNEBAGQ CALUMET |9 1
S
MONROE o O
8
1 3 0 z
1 E
MARQUETTE g
0 4 SHEBOY GAN
& 0
0 0 0
© |[FOND DU LAC
SAUK 1, COLUMBIA DODGE
0 5 i
0 = <
5 013 0
I 5
[}
2
1OWA JEFFERSON WAUKESHA |1
2 3
0 0 0 = 0
s
GREEN
LAFAYETTE ROCK WALWORTH
0 1 1 0]

Page 15



WISCONSIN SNOWMOBILE SAFETY & ENFORCEMENT REPORT

Page 16



