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TRAIN
Employees who handle universal waste require training, and the training should

be documented.

CONTAINERIZE AND KEEP CLOSED
Tape ends of batteries and place in closed, non-metal, leak-proof containers.

LABEL
All containers must be correctly labeled as “Universal Waste - Batteries”

“Waste Batteries” or “Used Batteries.”

DATE
Containers or individual items must be labeled with the date when the
first battery was placed in the container or the date when the user decided
the battery was waste.

REMOVE
Batteries must be removed from the facility for recycling within one year
of the date on the container.

If not managed as universal waste, the batteries listed below must
be managed as hazardous waste.

Batteries that may be managed as universal waste
include:

- button batteries

- lithium and lithium ion batteries

- rechargable nickel-cadmium batteries

- nickel-metal hydride batteries

- sealed lead-acid batteries

- silver oxide batteries

- mercury oxide batteries

Alkaline batteries are not hazardous and may be disposed or recycled. Go to dnr.wi.gov
and search “universal waste” to find WA-1622 Battery Recycling for Businesses.

REFER TO NR 673 WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE FOR DETAILS.



For more information on this subject, including other publications, staff contacts and administrative codes
and statutes, search Universal Waste at dnr.wi.gov or call your DNR regional office and ask for your hazardous
waste specialist. « P
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Universal Waste Guidance and Reference Documents

Collector Best Management Practices: Universal Waste and Used Oil (WA-1736)
Management of Universal Wastes in Wisconsin (WA-742)

Lamp and Bulb Management (WA-195)

Managing Used Antifreeze (WA-356)

Management of Mercury Containing Equipment (WA-1004)

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Bureau of Waste and Materials Management

P.O. Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707 * (608) 266-2111 dnr.wi.goy, search “universal waste”
DNRWasteMaterials@wisconsin.gov

This document is intended solely as guidance and does not include mandatory requirements except where requirements found in statute or administrative rule are referenced. This guidance does
not establish or affect legal rights or obligations and is not finally determinative of any of the issues addressed. This guidance does not create any rights enforceable by any party in litigation with
the State of Wisconsin or the Department of Natural Resources. Any regulatory decisions made by the Department of Natural Resources in any manner addressed by this guidance will be made by
applying the governing statutes and administrative rules to the relevant facts. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides equal opportunity in its employment, programs, services
and functions under an Affirmative Action Plan. If you have any questions, please write to Equal Opportunity Employment Office, Department of Interior, Washington D.C. 20240. This document is
available in alternative format (large print, Braille, audio tape, etc.) upon request. Please call 608-266-2111 for more information. WA-1809 2016



