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Since 2010, the US Environmental Protection Agency has awarded the Wisconsin Brownfields Coalition (comprised of 
the Wisconsin DNR and Wisconsin Regional Planning Commissions) $2.1 million in Brownfield Assessment Grant 
monies. The DNR’s Remediation & Redevelopment (RR) Program administers this grant. Currently, funds are being used 
through Contractor Services Awards to aid local governments and other eligible applicants in investigating environmental 
contamination at closed or closing industrial or manufacturing plants and other similar sites throughout the state.

Total Available Funds Value of award is up to $30,000 in contractor services
Total funding is dependent on EPA grants awarded to the DNR

Grants awarded to date include $1 million (2009), $500,000 (2012), $600,000 (2013)
(80% Hazardous Substances funds, 20% Petroleum funds)

Services Available Phase I/II Environmental Site Assessments, Limited NR 716 Site Investigations
(Phase I will be completed to All Appropriate Inquiry Standards)

Award Type DNR-provided Contractor Services at no-cost to applicant
Eligible Applicants Local government entities, private prospective purchasers, private/public property owners
Eligible Sites Closed or closing manufacturing and industrial sites, such as foundries, electroplaters, 

assembly lines, and other industrial facilities.

Gas stations, agricultural cooperatives and commercial/residential facilities are not eligible. 
See the website for more information on eligibility.

Selection Factors Factors that may be considered in project selection might include:
•	 Sites that are impediments to large-scale redevelopment projects
•	 Date of plant closings or notice to close
•	 Known or potential environmental challenges
•	 Community economic profile (e.g. unemployment or poverty rate, other closed facilities, 

protected demographics)
•	 Benefit of service to the community (e.g. economic, health, livability, etc.)
•	 Inability of owner to contribute financially to the project or willingness of responsible 

party
•	 Participation in the Wisconsin Plant Recovery Initiative program

Contractor Services awards are given to businesses or local governments for no-cost Phase I and Phase II Environmental 
Site Assessments and/or limited NR 716 Site Investigations. The Department contracts with previously selected consultants 
directly to complete this work under DNR’s guidance. Applicants must ensure that the current owner of the site has signed 
a legal access agreement authorizing the Department and its contractors access to the site to perform the requested services.

Contractor Services Awards

For more information on the program, visit the Remediation and Redevelopment program website at 
dnr.wi.gov/topic/Brownfields/wam.html.
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This document is intended solely as guidance, and does not contain any mandatory requirements except where requirements found in statute or administrative rule are referenced. This guidance 
does not establish or affect legal rights or obligations, and is not finally determinative of any of the issues addressed. This guidance does not create any rights enforceable by any party in litigation 
with the State of Wisconsin or the Department of Natural Resources. Any regulatory decisions made by the Department of Natural Resources in any matter addressed by this guidance will be made 
by applying the governing statutes and administrative rules to the relevant facts.
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