
Master Plan Variance Approval 
 
Property Name:  Brule River State Forest 
 
Date Master Plan was Approved: 2002 
 
Variance to the Master Plan   
Recreation Management (summary-page 10).  To increase primitive camping 
opportunities offered on the Brule River State Forest, three additional rustic backpack 
camping sites will be established along portions of the North Country Trail which pass 
through the state forest boundary. These primitive campsites, identified by a marker, 
include rustic facilities such as a tent pad, fire ring, and outdoor toilet. There is no fee 
required for these sites, but visitors who plan to camp must obtain a permit from their 
state forest superintendent. Campers would be limited to one night stay and be expected 
to pack out all of their trash. The number of permits issued at one time would be limited 
to retain the primitive feel of the trail.  
 
Area 5-Recreation Management (p. 51) ~add to existing NCT bullet 

• Maintain the existing North Country Scenic Trail that passes through this area as 
a lightly developed trail. A section of the North Country Trail would be 
constructed east of HWY P, passing through part of the bog, crossing the west 
side of HWY P and heading towards Solon Springs. Rustic backpack sites may 
be established in this area.  

Area 8-Recreation Management (p. 52) ~add to existing NCT bullet 
• Maintain the existing North Country National Scenic Trail that passes through this 

area as a lightly developed trail with the existing parking lot and access. Rustic 
backpack sites may be established in this area. There is an established use of 
backpack camping in the area.  

Area 10-Recreation Management (p. 53) ~add to existing NCT bullet 
• Maintain North Country National Scenic Trail as a lightly developed trail. Rustic 

backpack sites may be established in this area. There is an established use of 
backpack camping in the area.  

 
 
Approved:  __________________________________   Date:  _____________ 
Administrator, Division of Lands or Division of Forestry 
 
 
Variance Initiator/Author; Dave Schulz, Acting Brule River State Forest 
Superintendent:   ________________________________________ 
 
 
Supporting Approvals 
 
 
__________________________________________   Date;  
__________________ 
Department Master Planning Manager, LF 
 



 
__________________________________________   Date;  
__________________ 
Property Manager 
 
 
__________________________________________   Date;  
__________________ 
Regional Director, Land Leader or Basin Leader 
 
 
__________________________________________   Date;  
__________________ 
Program Bureau Director,  
 
 
Others with a special interest; 
 
__________________________________________   Date;  
__________________ 
Title 
 
 



SUPPORTING INFORMATION  
 
Purpose and Need for the Proposed Variance (include background and history as 
appropriate):        
 
 
Anticipated Primary Benefits of the Proposed Variance:  

• Increase primitive camping opportunities in the Brule River State Forest 
• Improve overall recreational opportunities on the Brule River State Forest 
• Increase camping opportunities along the North Country Trail 

 
 
 
Unavoidable Adverse Impacts: None 

 
 
Compatibility with Statutes, Codes and Department Policies:   
Complies with all Statutes, codes, and department policies 

 
 
Federal Aid Limitations   
There are no federal funds involved with the management of the areas covered by the 
proposed variance.  
 
 
How the Master Plan Supports the Proposed Variance  
 
One of the goals of the master plan is to provide a range of land and water based 
recreational opportunities while protecting the natural beauty and quiet experiences. 
(Page 21) 
 
The master plan states that recreation management on the forest will continue to focus 
on “the primary recreational activities on the property including; fishing, paddling and 
hunting as well as hiking, camping, wildlife viewing, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, 
etc. The management of recreation will continue to emphasize silent sports and limited, 
rustic development.” (Page 10) 

 
 
The Public Review Process Used  
The variance was shared at the April 21, 2007 annual public meeting. Notification of the 
meeting agenda was published in the local newspaper, DNR meeting calendar,  and a 
direct mailing.  
 
 
Description of the Support and/or Opposition to the Proposed Variance (including 
reasons for the various positions taken) and Any Unresolved Issues or Concerns:  
 
 
 


