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Adopt-a-Fish-and-Wildlife-Area Program
Sponsor Application and Permit
State of WisconsinDepartment of Natural Resources
dnr.wi.gov
Notice: Information requested on this form is required for any individual or organization who wishes to volunteer services as an Adopt-a-Fish-and-Wildlife-Area Sponsor. The Department will not consider your application unless you provide complete information requested. Completion of this form constitutes an agreement with the Department of Natural Resources, under s. 23.09 (2)(h), Wis. Stats. Personally identifiable information collected will be used for Fish and Wildlife Area administration and enforcement purposes and may also be made available to requesters as required under Wisconsin Open Records law [ss. 19.31 - 19.39, Wis. Stats.].
Instructions: Send completed form to your local DNR Property Manager or DNR Wildlife Management, P.O. Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707-7921.
Sponsor Information
Sponsor Name as it should appear on the sponsorship sign (14 spaces on each of the three lines)
Sponsor Name as it Should Appear on the Sign(14 spaces on each of the two lines)
Sponsorship Type (select all that apply):
(min. $3,000)
Name of State Fish and Wildlife Area you are interested in adopting
First Choice
Second Choice
Fish and Wildlife Area Information
County
Signature
By signing below, the Sponsor acknowledges the nature of the work and agrees to all terms and conditions stated on the back of this application.
Leave Blank — Department of Natural Resources Use Only
Permit Approval
The Department approves this permit for the Sponsor to participate in the Adopt-a-Fish-and-Wildlife-Area program for the area identified above. This permit is valid on this area for the time period listed below. This permit is renewable with written notice from the property office. The Department of Natural Resources reserves the right to modify or cancel this permit at any time.
Terms and Conditions
1.         Sponsors are to be considered volunteers and not officers, employees, or agents of the State of Wisconsin, Department of Natural Resources. Any injuries, claims, liabilities, suits or costs relating to this permit shall be the sole responsibility of the Sponsors. A signed volunteer form is required from each participant. Volunteers under the age of 18 must have written permission from a parent or legal guardian to participate
2.         The Sponsor agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the State of Wisconsin, Department of Natural Resources from any injury, cost, suit, liability or award arising from the issuance or exercise of this permit, or because of any adverse effect upon any person or property attributed to the works of the Sponsor.
3.         Participants in the Sponsor’s volunteer group agree to obey and abide by all laws and regulations, and conditions as may be required by the Department. The Sponsor is responsible for sharing the terms and conditions of this permit with any volunteers, and shall make reasonable efforts to ensure volunteers act in accordance with this agreement.
4.         Prior to engaging in sponsorship activities on a property, the Sponsor shall submit a work plan to the Property Manager for approval which details the activities which will be performed pursuant to the sponsorship.  Sponsor and Sponsor’s volunteer group may not engage in activities not detailed without the prior written approval of the Property Manager.
5.         Sponsorship activities undertaken pursuant to this Permit and the approved work plan may not be assigned to other individuals, volunteers, or groups without prior written approval of the Property Manager.
6.         Areas are assigned based on the proposed sponsorship activities and property needs. Sponsorship approvals are at the discretion of the Property Manager. Portions of areas may be adopted by different Sponsors.
7.         Sponsors shall participate in a minimum of three activity days per year totaling at least 100 volunteer hours or provide $3,000 per year. Activity dates are to be mutually agreeable to the Sponsors and the Property Manager. Sponsors agree to provide the Property Manager 5 days notice prior to conducting activities.
8.         Sponsors shall provide appropriate training prior to any activity day to ensure the safety of all participants or as otherwise directed by the Department. Safety rules shall be reviewed each activity day. A Power Equipment Safety Acknowledgment Form 2500-120 shall be completed for any volunteer operating power equipment such as chain saws, ATVs, snowmobiles, etc.
9.         Sponsors shall ensure there is one adult supervisor present for every 10 juveniles (under age 16).
10.         Requests for additional supplies and materials should be directed to the Property Manager. Unused supplies and materials furnished by the Property Manager may be retained by the Sponsors during the permit period, but shall be returned to the Property Manager at the end of the permit period.
11.         Any "lost and found" items shall be returned to the Property Manager.
12.         Closed containers or items suspected to be hazardous shall not be touched. Any items/situations found by the Sponsors which need further attention from the property staff should be brought to the attention of the Property Manager.
13.         Motor vehicles are not permitted on any Fish and Wildlife Area, unless specifically authorized by the Property Manager.
14.         Area Sponsors will be recognized by Department approved signs at parking areas or on property bulletin boards. The location of these signs is at the discretion of the Property Manager. The Department reserves the right to refuse or revise acronyms of group names when preparing signs.
15.         The Department reserves the right to decline any Sponsor’s application if it is deemed that the Sponsor is not consistent with the mission, vision, and values of the Department.
16.  The Sponsor shall not work during any gun deer season.
17.         By January 15 each year, the Sponsor shall email or mail an annual work report to the property contact.
Additional Terms or Conditions: 
Work Plan
The Sponsor agrees to conduct the activities as follows (identify areas on maps and attach as needed):
(Only the selected options will print. If no boxes selected, all options will print.)
on a 
Unless otherwise instructed, signage should be maintained at all property corners and every 660’ on interior property lines, and every 330 feet along roads.
The Department agrees to as follows:
(Only the selected options will print. If no boxes selected, all options will print.)
Provide
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Department agrees to Provide safety equipment
Department agrees to Provide necessary training and certifications where necessary
Department agrees to Remove filled trash bags or provide receptacles as appropriate
Department agrees to Provide signs, posts, and posting tools/hardware
Department agrees to Provide equipment necessary for habitat management  and herbicide application
Department agrees to Utilize donated funds to accomplish the following (include dates of completion):
Department agrees to Other:
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