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February 9, 2015 
 
Dear Friend of the Ice Age Trail, 
 
The Ice Age National Scenic Trail is a local, state and national treasure. It provides 
benefits in your community and beyond Wisconsin’s borders that include positive 
conservation, recreational, cultural and economic values. Support for the Ice Age 
National Scenic Trail is easily justified when considering the continued public 
excitement for using, building and maintaining the Trail. Despite recent economic 
challenges in our country, the Trail has seen growth in enthusiasm, use and support. 
 
When the Trail was designated a National Scenic Trail in 1980, a legislative oversight 
excluded the Ice Age Trail as a Unit of the National Park System. This omission causes a 
considerable negative impact on the Trail through the allocation and availability of 
budgeted National Park Service funds. Unit designation for the Ice Age National Scenic 
Trail would have zero effect on the federal budget and, like the Trail itself, offers an 
opportunity for bipartisan support. We’ve included information on this issue. 
 
We’re pleased to report that 2014 was a record year for volunteerism on behalf of the 
Trail. Last year 2,379 people contributed 78,354 hours of volunteer service with a 
private sector value of over $1.7 million! 
 
Volunteer service is at risk. Dramatic cuts in federal funding through the National Park 
Service have cut deep into our ability to support this army of volunteers. Safe working 
environments, serviceable tools and responsibly designed trail projects are at risk. The 
spirit of volunteerism represents only a part of the resources we are able to leverage 
against the federal funding we’ve received. 
 
Over 1.25 million people from across the country use the Ice Age Trail each year. A 2012 
study quantified the economic impact of the Trail at over $113 million annually. The 
Trail plays a significant role in Wisconsin’s travel industry! 

 
We’re building the Ice Age Trail for today and for generations to come. The next 
generation of users will be more diverse than ever. Our outreach efforts are focused on 
this reality. This legacy will continue only with adequate federal support and the 
continued impact of leveraging private funds against well-earned public funding. 
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More than 3.4 million Wisconsinites live within an hour drive of the Trail, and 18 million 
Americans live within a two-hour drive. Conferring Unit Status on the Ice Age Trail will 
enable the Trail to be considered for existing Department of Interior funding sources. Trail 
user days grow exponentially each year. The Trail has the inherent ability to meet the 
nature-based outdoor recreation needs of a significant portion of the population living in 
the upper Midwest. 
 
In summary, the Ice Age National Scenic Trail is a valuable resource to the residents of 
Wisconsin and the Midwest. The Trail provides conservation, cultural interpretation, 
quiet recreation and protection of our glacial history. National Park System Unit 
designation would enhance the Ice Age National Scenic Trail. The Alliance looks forward 
to working with you and our entire Wisconsin delegation to support the Ice Age Trail. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mike Wollmer      David Lonsdorf 
Executive Director      President, Board of Directors 
 
        

                                              
 
 
 
 
 

 

Elevated boardwalk during and after construction 

 



  
 

 

FY2016 AT-A-GLANCE 
 
 

Requests on behalf of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail 
 
 

National Scenic Trail Parity Through Unit Status 
 
Designating the Ice Age National Scenic Trail as a Unit of the National Park System would 
have zero impact on the federal budget. Unit status would elevate recognition within the 
National Park Service and other partners like the National Park Foundation. 
 
 

Land Protection Requires LWCF Appropriation: $3,930,000 
 
On behalf of the 11 National Scenic Trails, 19 National Historic Trails and 150,000 trail 
organization members, we support the FY2016 appropriation of $66,038,500 from the Land 
& Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) for the National Trails System Collaborative 
Landscape Planning (CLP) proposal.  
 
 

Trail Construction Funding: $673,000 
 
Construction funding will address the growing backlog of trail construction and 
maintenance projects including major trail structures needed for user safety and resource 
protection. Funds will be dedicated to engage the next generation of stewards in trail 
building and conservation. 
 
 

Please consider 
 
The Ice Age National Scenic Trail is an investment in many ways. The economic value of 
the Ice Age NST is real. As you manage our country’s future path, please consider that 
conservation, land protection, recreation and cultural preservation 
have direct economic value to communities large and small. 

 

Create 
Support 
Protect 

 
 

 

 
Prepared February 2015 

Ice Age Trail Alliance • (800) 227-0046 • www.iceagetrail.org 

http://www.iceagetrail.org/


 

 
 

NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL PARITY  
SOUGHT THROUGH UNIT STATUS  

 
Current status of Units: 

• 405 Units of the National Park System 
• 6 National Scenic Trails in the National Park System 

 3 trails are recognized as units – Appalachian, Potomac Heritage, Natchez Trace 
 3 trails are not recognized as units – Ice Age, New England and North Country 

 
Inequities for non-unit trails: 

• As the primary administrator of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail, 
the National Park Service has the same responsibilities and 
expectations as a unit. However, they don’t have access to certain 
funding to be able to perform responsibilities. 

• The non-unit trails are ineligible for program funding such as 
Cyclic Maintenance funds. This is especially detrimental with the 
recent loss of Challenge Cost Share (CCS) and Connecting Trails to 
Parks (CTTP) funding programs. 

• Although trails have some of the largest volunteer programs in the National Park 
Service, the non-unit trails are not recognized in the NPS Volunteers-in-Parks 
brochure. 

• Trails are not included in the statistics on the National Park Service’s About Us web 
page. Other non-unit entities are included (e.g., National Heritage Areas). 

• Non-units are not recognized by key NPS partners. The Ice Age National Scenic Trail 
does not appear on the National Park Foundation’s website. 

• The NPS’s Harpers Ferry Center does not include brochures in the NPS 
Informational Folder program, so each NPS office must produce and print their 
brochures out of their park budget. The National Park Service office in Madison is 
severely limited on supply of Ice Age Trail brochures, and the Ice Age Trail Alliance 
office is out of stock.  

• In 2007, Ice Age Trail partners submitted three projects as part of the National Park 
Service’s Centennial Initiative. Two of the projects were ranked in the top three by 
the Midwest Regional NPS office, and then ALL Ice Age Trail projects were 
eliminated for Centennial funding because the Ice Age 
National Scenic Trail is not a unit. 
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LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND  
FY2016 

  
NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM 

COLLABORATIVE LANDSCAPE PROPOSAL 
 

The Ice Age Trail Alliance strongly supports the FY2016 appropriation of Land & Water 
Conservation Funds for the National Trails System Collaborative Landscape Planning 
proposal. Specifically the Alliance supports the appropriation of 3.93 million dollars in 
LWCF funding for the acquisition of four important properties for the Ice Age National 
Scenic Trail. The Indian Lake, Big Rock Creek and Cross Plains Complex projects will 
protect important natural resources and secure key anchor points for the Ice Age NST.  
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Background

In August 2014, the National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, US Forest Service, and the US 
Fish & Wildlife Service assembled a comprehensive land protection package for an appropriation through the 
FY2016 Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) for the National Trails System through the Collaborative 
Landscape Planning program. This $66,038,500 package includes 48 parcels in 17 states along 14 national 
scenic and historic trails. The interagency collaboration and public/private cooperation involved in this 
application are impressive, and perhaps, an example to be followed in future Federal efforts of all kinds.

The National Trails Landscape 

The national scenic and historic trails are wilderness and rural, historic and cultural corridors traversing 49 
states and every ecological biome in the US. These long-distance trails, stretching for hundreds or thousands 
of miles each, connect with 70 national wildlife refuges, 80 national parks, 90 national forests, and 100 major 
metropolitan areas, protect crucial conservation areas, preserve irreplaceable historic and cultural places, and 
provide wildlife migration corridors, as well as education, recreation and fitness for people of all ages.

By Congressional action, national scenic and historic trails are nationally significant. Each is a collaborative 
venture in the conservation, interpretation, and responsible public use of important elements of our Nation’s 
natural and cultural heritage. As established by law, the administration and management of these trails 
requires Federal interagency collaboration. Significant LWCF investment is essential to protect them for public 
appreciation and benefit.

The collaborative nature of the national scenic and historic trails means that a financial investment by any 
of the partners has the potential to be greatly leveraged by contributions from other partners. This has been 
the case repeatedly in the National Trails System. Any Federal financial investment in these trails is highly 
stimulatory. In 2013 alone, private organizations, state agencies, local and tribal government entities, and 
volunteers contributed over $36,000,000 in funding and other support to the National Trails System.

Federal financial investment does not just help to buy land to protect critical resources; it also sets the stage 
for citizen and community involvement in national trail stewardship. The Federal investment in these trails – 
well illustrated by the Appalachian Trail – clearly stimulates citizen engagement and volunteerism, connects 
citizens with the Nation’s natural and cultural heritage, and strengthens communities across the land.

Outcomes with Collaborative Landscape LWCF

Each national trail has a comprehensive management plan that outlines management objectives for it. 
Protection of a continuous recreation corridor is paramount for the scenic trails while protection of significant 
cultural sites is critical for historic trails. The projects included in the proposal will help fulfill those trail-specific 
plans. Indicators of success vary from trail to trail, but include increased visitation, increased community 
participation, return of rare or endangered species, and restoration of damaged landscapes.

Threats to the National Trails System Landscape

National scenic trails are to be continuous corridors of superlative recreational opportunity, so permanent gaps 
are a major threat to their integrity. Trail gaps result in the abandonment of trail sections, negating years of 
effort and public and private investment. Disruption of natural and historic settings by energy development, 
mining and logging, housing and commercial development, and other changes destroy the quality of visitor 
experience along both national scenic and historic trails. Destruction of irreplaceable historic and cultural 
resources and rare and endangered ecosystems lessens the value and inspiring nature of these trails.

National Trails System
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
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The primary partners who work with the Federal agencies to construct, maintain, protect and promote the National 
Trail System respectfully ask Congress to support FY2016 LWCF appropriations of $66,038,500 to protect critical sites and segments along the 
Congressionally authorized Ala Kahakai, Lewis and Clark, Captain John Smith Chesapeake, California, Nez Perce, Oregon, Overmountain Victory, 
and Washington Rochambeau Revolutionary Route National Historic Trails; and along the Appalachian, Continental Divide, Ice Age, New England, 
North Country, Pacific Crest National Scenic Trails. These partners include the Ala Kahakai Trail Association, Appalachian Trail Conservancy, 
Appalachian Mountain Club, Connecticut Forest & Park Association, Continental Divide Trail Coalition, Continental Divide Trail Society, E Mau 
Na Ala Hele, Ice Age Trail Alliance, Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, Lewis and Clark Trust, Chesapeake Conservancy, Nez Perce 
Trail Foundation, North Country Trail Association, Oregon-California Trails Association, Overmountain Victory Trail Association, Pacific Crest Trail 
Association, Partnership for the National Trails System, and W3R, Inc. 

Bureau of Land Management Budget Request     $13,916,500 million | 17 parcels |16,779 acres 

Continental Divide National Scenic Trail (NM): $2,300,000 to close the largest critical trail gap in New Mexico
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail (MT): $6,000,000 for trail, landscape, habitat and recreation protection along the Upper Missouri 
National Wild and Scenic River
Nez Perce National Historic Trail (ID): $3,100,000 for trail and resource conservation at one of the last remaining working ranches at 
Henry’s Lake
Oregon National Historic Trail (ID): $144,000 to acquire land for trail development along historic trail route 
Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (OR, CA): $1,872,500 for trail and resource protection within the Cascade Siskiyou National 
Monument in Southern Oregon and in the Mojave Desert in Southern California

US Fish and Wildlife Service Budget Request     $12,060,000 million | 3 parcels | 3,763 acres
           Appalachian National Scenic Trail (PA): $4,000,000 to connect conservation habitats along the Kittatinny Ridge

           California National Historic Trail (ID): $2,500,000 to protect the largest breeding concentration of Sandhill Cranes, as well as, a                    
           haven for other waterfowl from a current farming threat

           Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail (VA): $5,560,000 to protect the Bower’s Parcel that includes migratory                        
           wildlife habitat, priority wetlands, forest and uplands and a historical site

US Forest Service Budget Request     $8,382,000 million | 8 parcels | 3,024 acres
            Appalachian National Scenic Trail (NC): $1,100,000 to complete the acquisition of the Grassy Ridge ecosystem

            Continental Divide National Scenic Trail (MT): $255,000 to achieve uninterrupted trail corridor enabling migration and human recreation

            Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (CA, WA): $7,027,000 to provide critical scenic protection to the hiker experience, improve trail        
            location and protect wildlife habitats, including Donner Summit in California                                                    

National Park Service Budget Request     $31,680,000 million | 20 parcels | 7,565 acres 

Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail (HI): $4,750,000 to protect endangered species, preserve 26 cultural sites and ensure undisturbed 
view sheds, soundscapes, and wilderness for users of the trail in an area that contains prehistoric lava flows
Appalachian National Scenic Trail (NY, MA): $2,940,000 to extinguish the threat of imminent development, ensure connectivity of forested 
habitats and improve route away from threatened species
Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail (VA): $6,000,000 to permanently protect and open for public education a 
nationally significant American Indian site, and to continue public archaeological research.
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail (CO, NM): $5,608,000 to remove motorized use of the trail and restore habitat, to acquire the 
last unprotected portion of the trail in NM and to protect significant cultural sites
Ice Age National Scenic Trail (WI): $3,930,000 to provide an urban access point to the trail in the city of St. Croix, protect critical view 
sheds, provide interpretative opportunities of unique geological-cultural features and close gaps in the trail
New England National Scenic Trail (CT, MA): $1,875,000 to protect ecosystem, historic and cultural resources, in addition to, enhancing 
users recreational experience
Nez Perce National Historic Trail (OR): $355,000 to provide a better interpretative site and visitor proximity to Clearwater Battlefield
North Country National Scenic Trail (MI, PA): $2,892,000 to connect Moraine and McConnell’s Mill State Parks in Pennsylvania 
and protect riparian habitats in Southern Michigan 
Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail (TN): $330,000 to protect the historically significant Shelving Rock Encampment site
Washington Rochambeau Revolutionary Route National Historic Trail (NY): $3,000,000 to protect the Revolutionary War’s single 
largest cemetery from destruction

National Trails System
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Ice Age National Scenic Trail

Land and Water Conservation Fund
FY2016 Request



Here the western terminus of the Ice Age NST is located at Interstate State Park, which is situated 
along the picturesque St. Croix National Scenic Riverway, an hour outside of the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
area.  Geologically, this area is a blend of pre-Pleistocene basalt bedrock, overlaid by glacial till.  Basalt 
bedrock outcrops contain potholes and reveal the glacier’s striation marks and direction.  Connecting 
the state park and the Visitor Center at SACN is St. Croix Falls, the City of Trails, which boasts a thriving 
downtown and all-season trails.    

Benefits of Protection:  Protection of this property along with others in the area will provide residents 
and visitors of the City of St. Croix Falls with a connection to the western terminus of the Ice Age 
NST, and enable continuous 7-mile trail segment with adjacent properties. With this single acquisition, 
more than four miles of Ice Age NST will be protected. Furthermore, the property acquisition provides 
protection of a large unbroken diverse forest habitat.

Threats to the Landscape: Agricultural conversion, loss of natural resources, logging and/or extraction, 
residential development, visual intrusion, loss of public access, and loss of habitat for theatened or 
endangered species.

Partner Contributions: Since 2001, more than $0.5M of non-federal (state and local) funds have been 
used to purchase lands for the Ice Age NST in this area. The Trust for Public Lands is currently working 
with the Ice Age Trail Alliance to acquire the property (barring federal funds). The Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources will contribute up to 50% of the cost. Also, the West Wisconsin Land Trust may 
assist in the granting portion of the project. Local volunteers, including the IATA Indianhead Chapter, will 
monitor the property. IATA will construct and maintain the IANST. An estimated $200k of volunteer value 
has been contributed toward the construction, maintenance and natural resource enhancement of the 
IANST in this area.

National Trails System
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
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St Croix - Big Rock 
Creek Farms, 
Wisconsin
Project Details
LWCF Request:  $1,140,000

Congressional District:  
WI-7, Representative Duffy

Acres: 640

Miles of Trail: 7

Acquiring Agency:  Ice Age Trail 
Alliance, Trust for Public Land

Landscape Characteristics: 

Ice Age National Scenic Trail

The Big Rock Creek Farms parcel provides a connection to the 
western terminus of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail.  
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features such as terminal moraine, steep bluffs and beautiful views into the Driftless Area. It is a great 
place to see the tunnel channel mouth where it cuts through the Milton Moraine to the east. The property 
has bedrock topography with a thin cover of till over it. There is active agriculture on portions of the 
property which help provide open views of the following landscape. 

Benefits of Protection:  Protection of this and other properties in the area will provide for a landscape 
diverse in geologic history and a IANST segment roughly four miles in length. This parcel contains 1.5 
miles of trail but enables an additional 2.5 miles of trail on adjacent properties. It will help connect the 
Ice Age National Scenic Trail, Indian Lake Count Park, and Springfield Hill County Park. Furthermore, 
acquisition of this property will ensure that the already constructed, federally-funded, bridge over Hwy 12 
will be used for the Ice Age Trail. 

Threats to the Landscape: Agricultural conversion, loss of natural resources, residential development, 
visual intrusion, and loss of public access.

Partner Contributions: Since 2001, $2.6 million of non-federal (state and local) funds have been 
committed to acquiring lands for the Ice Age Trail in this area. In addition, Dane County has spent 
nearly $6 million on Ice Age National Scenic Trail lands adjacent or close to these parcels/ landscapes. 
An estimated $250,000 of volunteer value has been contributed to the construction, maintenance and 
natural resource enhancement of the IANST in this area. Since 2001, $1.1 million in LWCF funds have 
been committed to the project in this landscape. Dane County would acquire the property (unless NPS is 
required to do so with the use of these funds). The Ice Age Trail Alliance would write a grant for WDNR 
funding for up to 50%. The IATA would construct and maintain the IANST on the property and help with 
ecological restoration.

National Trails System
Land and Water Conservation Fund 

Prepared by the Ice Age Trail Alliance  |  (608) 798-4453 |  www.iceagetrail.org 
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Indian Lake - 
Collins, 
Wisconsin
Project Details
LWCF Request:  $800,000

Congressional District:  
WI-2, Representive Pocan

Acres: 100   

Miles of Trail: 1.5

Acquiring Agency:  Dane County

Landscape Characteristics: 

Properties in this landscape 
are defined by glacial geologic 

Ice Age National Scenic Trail

The Indian Lake - Collins parcel has been previously used for 
agricultural purposes, leading to beautiful, wide-open views of the 
surrounding area for hikers.  
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would also provide protection of a critical view shed within the Ice Age Complex at Cross Plains and along 
the trail. The Kirner Tract, in particular, is one of three parcels that would allow the trail to be built through 
the Complex at Cross Plains road to road, creating approximately three to four miles of new trail.

Threats to the Landscape: Agricultural conversion, loss of natural resources, logging and/or extraction, 
residential development, visual intrusion, loss of public access, and loss of habitat for theatened or 
endangered species.

Partner Contributions: The USFWS has invested heavily in the adjacent Shoveler’s Sink property. Dane 
County will assist with 30% of the Kirner tract acquisition. 
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Gallagher and Kirner, 
Wisconsin
Project Details
LWCF Request:  $1,990,000

Congressional District:  
WI-7, Representative Mark Pocan

Acres: 102

Miles of Trail: 3-4

Acquiring Agency: NPS

Landscape Characteristics: 

Located just west of Madison near the 
town of Cross Plains is a 1,500-acre area 
that contains an outstanding collection 
of glacial landforms, including a gorge 
carved by melt water and expansive 
views of both driftless and glaciated 
terrain.  

Benefits of Protection:  

Acquiring these tracts will help protect a 
1,700 acre Ice Age Reserve Unit. This 
unit will provide a critical connection for 
the trail and interpretive opportunities 
of unique geologic features. Acquisition 

Ice Age National Scenic Trail

Coyle Pond.  

Sunset on Shoveler Sink looking at the Gallagher Property.
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LAND PROTECTION REPORT 
 

By the numbers 
Total number of acquisitions for Ice Age NST in 2014:  6 
Total acres protected in 2014:      378 
Total miles of Ice Age NST protected in 2014:    3.1 (estimated) 
Total miles of Ice Age NST yet to protect:    500+ 
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2014 Land Acquisition Success:  

 
John Muir’s Boyhood Farm, 

Marquette County 
 

Number of transactions: 1 
Acres: 198 
Trail construction and prairie restoration: FY2016 
Miles of Trail: 1.3 (estimated) 

 
Highlights 
 
The Natural Heritage Land Trust, with assistance from the Ice Age Trail Alliance and other 
partners secured nearly 200 acres adjacent to what John Muir referred to as Fountain 
Lake. Roughly 30 acres of this property overlaps the historic farm where the Father of the 
National Parks grew up playing, exploring and writing. Plans for this property include 
trails, a prairie restoration and a centennial celebration of the National Park Service and 
this historic site. 
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2014 Land Acquisition Success: 

 
Rib Lake Area, Taylor County 

 
Number of transactions: 2 
Acres: 92.2 
Existing Ice Age Trail miles: 1.3  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Highlights 
 
The Ice Age Trail Alliance acquired two properties with approximately 1.3 miles of 
existing Ice Age National Scenic Trail. These two properties are adjacent to a third 
property owned by the Ice Age Trail Alliance which creates a significant string of 
protected lands along the terminal moraine – the key glacial feature that defines 
the Ice Age NST. The Alliance’s new Marimor Preserve also 
provides spur trails, a parking lot, camping and allows the Alliance 
to preserve a piece of Wisconsin’s great Northwoods.  
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2014 Land Acquisition Success: 

 
Historic Portage Canal,  

Columbia County 
 

Number of new transactions: 1 
Acres: 46 
Existing Ice Age Trail miles: 0.6 
Future plans: Establish a loop trail and restore woodlands 

 

 
 
Highlights 
 
The Ice Age Trail Alliance acquired the property along the historic Portage Canal 
connecting the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers. The Alliance worked with partners at Natural 
Heritage Land Trust and the National Society for Historic Dames to protect the land. The 
Ice Age NST currently runs along the east edge of the canal and plans are to connect a loop 
trail along the Fox River.   
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TRAIL CONSTRUCTION REQUEST: $673,000 

 
By the numbers 

Miles of projected new trail construction:      11.75 
Miles of projected upgrades to existing Trail:                       13.50 
Linear feet of new elevated boardwalk:      2,250        
Number of new pedestrian bridges:             6 
Returning military veterans engaged:          40 
Youth volunteers engaged:          750 
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Ice Age Trail construction projects provide at 
minimum a 4:1 return on Federal investment. 
 
 

FY2016 Federal Trail Construction Request Worksheet 

Segment 
Name County 

 
District Scope of Work 

$ 
Estimate  

Storrs Lake Rock 2 

1.25 miles of new trail construction including 500 ft. of 
elevated boardwalk and 2 miles of trail maintenance 

and stewardship, in a spectacular wildlife viewing area. $34,000 

Holy Hill Washington 5 

Replace a 500 ft. non-compliant 25-year-old boardwalk; 
relocate the Trail from unprotected private land to 
protected trail right of way; and perform 2 miles of 

deferred trail maintenance and stewardship. $89,000 

Milwaukee 
River Washington 5 

 Construct a 110 ft. pedestrian bridge over the 
Milwaukee River with elevated boardwalk approaches. 
Currently, this 36-mile section of Trail entirely on public 

lands is interrupted by a 1/4-mile connecting road walk 
where trail users must cross a hazardous narrow county 

bridge against traffic moving at 55 mph. $145,000 

Gibraltar Columbia 6 

 Extensive rock wall and step construction to mitigate 
erosion and improve safety and access at iconic 

Gibraltar Rock located 25 miles from the state capitol 
building and 10 miles from Devil’s Lake State Park, 
Wisconsin's most popular state park with 2.1 million 

annual visitors. $85,000 

Plover 
River Marathon 7 

6 miles of new trail on the terminal moraine of the last 
continental glaciation; includes boardwalk and bridge 
construction and relocation from a snowmobile route. $170,000 

Wood & 
Rib Lake Taylor 7 

 Bridge and boardwalk construction, 4 miles of new trail 
construction and 6 miles of deferred maintenance to 
upgrade a 20-mile semi-primitive trail experience in 

Wisconsin's great Northwoods. $150,000 

TOTAL       $673,000 
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FY2014 TRAIL CONSTRUCTION REPORT 

 
By the numbers 

Total miles of new Ice Age NST constructed in FY2014:  9.5 
Total miles of Ice Age NST significantly improved:          44.2 
Total trail structures built:                 74 
Total independent sector volunteer value:          $1,766,882 
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FY2014 Trail Construction Success: 

 
Blue Hills, Rusk County 

 
Miles of new Trail: 1.8 
Infrastructure built: 20’ bridge & 140’ boardwalk 
Participant data: 113 volunteers gave 3,678 hours   
Youth engagement: 21 (Bruce, Baraboo & Lodi school districts) 

 
 
Highlights 
 
Through blazing sun, mosquitoes and 
soggy humidity, volunteers pulled 
together in the hard work of significantly 
upgrading the Ice Age Trail in the 
remote Blue Hills. Over the course of 13 
days volunteers maintained and 
improved 9 miles of the most wild and 
remote sections of Ice Age Trail. 
 
At right: paying homage to Wisconsin’s 
logging history, lumber was floated a 
mile downstream for bridge and  
boardwalk construction. 
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FY2014 Trail Construction Success: 

 
Chequamegon National Forest, Taylor County  

 
Infrastructure built: 6 boardwalks totaling 509 feet in length 
Participant data: 136 volunteers gave 3,276 hours   
Youth engagement: 57 (Medford School District & New Vision Wilderness)  
 

     
 

“Words cannot describe the dedication, commitment and patience the IATA 
invested in this undertaking. Projects like this would not be possible without the 

countless hours volunteers contribute and IATA staff invests.” Tim Vetter, 
Assistant Ranger – Recreation, Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest 

 
Highlights 
 
At this Mobile Skills Crew event 136 volunteers tromped through mud, hauled lumber 
and performed serious trail upgrades. Long a favorite of hikers, the segment was later 
featured in Backpacker Magazine (October 2014). Hikers from around the country 
converged to enjoy the work completed on the Ice Age 
National Scenic Trail. 
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FY2014 Trail Construction Success: 

 
City of St. Croix Falls, Polk County 

 
Miles of new Trail: 2.4 
Infrastructure built: bridge, boardwalks, rock walls and steps 
Participant data: 157 volunteers gave 4,191 hours   
Youth engagement: 50 (Boy Scouts of America Order of the Arrow) 
 

 
Highlights 
 
Jake Riegel and Ray Zillmer walked different paths in their lives; one was a river town 
doctor and the other a mountaineering lawyer. The satchels both men carried included 
extraordinary vision and the political instruments of their day to articulate a new 
measure of what community would come to mean in the 21st century. This project 
extended the Ice Age National Scenic Trail 2.4 miles to connect Riegel and Zillmer Parks.   
Extensive, technical rockwork resulted in 6 stone staircases, 4 walls and numerous other 
native material structures. A 55-foot wood bridge and 130 feet of boardwalk was 
constructed. Over one thousand meals were served to volunteers. Stefanie Mathew of 
the National Park Foundation and Eric Allen from the National   
Park Service, and Order of the Arrow Boy Scouts from 6 states 
participated.  
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FY2014 Trail Construction Success: 

  
Gibraltar Segment, Columbia County 

 
Miles of new Trail: 1.8 
Infrastructure built: 367 feet of timber and 282 feet of rock retaining walls  
Participant data: 552 volunteers gave 8,260 hours 
Youth engagement: 202 (Lodi, Baraboo and Middleton school districts, UW-
Madison, UW-Platteville and AmeriCorps PASS) 
 

 

Highlights 
 
For two miles, in all weather and all seasons, footprints dot the resistant path that 
meanders and climbs through a pine relic forest to attain a staggering view of the lower 
Wisconsin River Valley. In late October and again in April, a masterpiece entered the 
National Trails System when the Alliance conducted remarkable “trail building is people 
building” events at iconic Gibraltar Rock.   
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