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SUBJECT: 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

Item No. 3 • C. 1 • 

Request that the Board approve the statement of scope for Board Order WT-03-15 and conditionally approve the public 
hearing notice for Board Order WT-03-15 and notice of submittal of proposed rules to the Legislative Council Rules 
Clearinghouse proposed rules affecting ch. NR 154 related to revision to best management practices and cost-share 
rates for agricultural and urban non point source cost-share programs. 

FOR: June 2015 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Russ Rasmussen, Water Division Adminlstrator 

SUMMARY: 
Chapter NR 154, Wisconsin Administrative Code, identifies the agricultural and urban best management practices 
(BMPs) that can be funded under the Notice of Discharge, Targeted Runoff Management, Urban Construction and Urban 
Planning grant programs as specified in chs. NR 153 and NR 155, Wis. Adm. Code. In addition, ch. NR 154 identifies 
cost share conditions for BMPs available for funding and the grant programs identified above. This rule is part of the 
state's non point source abatement program that is jointly administered by the Department of Agriculture Trade and 
Consumer Protection (DATCP). For agricultural BMPs, ch. NR 154 directly cross-references ch. ATCP 50, Wis. Adm. 
Code that was recently updated and finalized in 2014. The primary purpose of the proposed rule change is to make ch. 
NR 154 consistent with the recent updates to ch. ATCP 50 for agricultural BMPs, cost-share rates, and other areas to 
ensure programmatic consistency. The Department may evaluate the need to reference additional technical standards 
that may have been updated since the ch. ATCP 50 revisions. In addition, the Department is proposing to review, update 
and add urban BMPs identified in ch. NR 154 for consistency with state technical standards. The Department, rather than 
DATCP, maintains technical standards associated with urban BMPs; and since September 2002 when ch. NR 154 
became effective, a number of new technical standards have been developed and are now available to use but are not 
identified as cost-sharable practices in ch. NR 154. The Department plans to review and update other aspects of ch. NR 
154 to ensure consistency with chs. NR 151, NR 153 and NR 155, all of which were recently updated and finalized in 
2011, including: economic hardship determinations, cost-share caps for certain BMPs, and other eligibi lity requirements. 
Additional housekeeping changes may be made that are reasonably related to the issues specifically mentioned. 

The statement of scope for Chapter 154, WT-03-15, was approved by the Governor on Apri l 9, 2015 and published in 
Register #712-A3, Scope Statement number SS 040-15 on April 20, 2015. The economic impacts associated with 
implementing this rule are anticipated to be minimal (level 3). 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the statement of scope and conditionally approve the public hearing 
notice for Board Order WT-03-15 and notice of submittal of proposed rules to the Legislative Council Rules 
Clearinghouse. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 
Statement of scope 
Governor approval of statement of scope 

Approved by Signature Date 

Pam Biersach, Bureau Director 5 -L/- JS 
Russ Rasmussen, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Laurie Ross - ADf8 Linda Haddix - LS/8 
Mary Anne Lowndes - WT/3 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/June/June-2015-NRB-agenda.html











