
Form 1100-001N (Rev. 09/14) Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

Item No. 3.B.2. 

SUBJECT: Request approval of the proposed amendments to the Columbia County Planning Group Master Plan and 
review of the Environmental Impact Statement for the Columbia County Shooting Range proposed on Mud Lake Wildlife 
Area. 

FOR: June 2015 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Mark Aquino, Director, Office of Business Support and Science 

SUMMARY: 
In 2012, the Natural Resources Board approved the Columbia County Planning Group (CCPG) Master Plan for DNR
managed wildlife and fishery lands in Columbia County. The plan identified there is a need for a public shooting range in 
Columbia County. The plan also discussed the public safety and neighboring landowner concerns associated with target 
shooting in parking lots on the Swan Lake and French Creek wildlife areas. 

In order to fulfill shooting range needs identified in the WDNR's Shooting Ranges in WI Strategic Guidance, 2014 - 2019 
(attached) and through the master plan planning process, the department received approval to proceed with the master 
plan amendment process for the CCPG Master Plan as well as the development of an Environmental Impact Statement 
for the Columbia County Shooting Range site proposed on Mud Lake Wildlife Area at the September NRB meeting. 

Following the September meeting, Department staff conducted an open house on the draft EIS and the draft CCPG 
masterplan amendment on December 1ih. Based on comments received, a final CCPG masterplan amendment was 
presented at an open house Of') February 51

h in conjunction with a public hearing on the EIS. As a result of the public 
comment period on the masterplan amendment which ran from December 1?'h- February 2?'h, a total of 45 comments 
were received regarding the CCPG masterplan and the environmental impact statement with 22 comments (49%) in 
support, 10 (22%) unsure and 13 comments (29%) opposed. 

RECOMM.ENDATION: Recommend approval of the amendments to the Columbia County Planning Group Masterplan. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
0 Background memo 
~ CCPG Masterplan Amendment 

181 Columbia County Shooting Range EIS 
0 

Approved by Signature Date 

Tom Hauge, Wildlife Management 
Bureau Director 

Sanjay Olson, Land Division 
Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

6-tp-IS 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/June/June-2015-NRB-agenda.html
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