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Rev. 5-91
SUBJECT: Land Donation — Namekagon Barrens Wildlife Area— Burnett County and Washburn County

FOR: OCTOBER 2013 BOARD MEETING
TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag -- Acting Real Estate Director

SUMMARY: The Conservation Fund has offered to donate 1,397.93 acres of land for the Namekagon Barrens Wildlife
Area in Burnett and Washburn Counties to the Department.

The Conservation Fund (TCF) wishes to donate this parcel to be managed as pine barren habitat, The
donation of this parcel compliments the land frade between Burnett County and the Department which was
approved by the Natural Resources Board in December of 2012. That transaction has not closed yet, but the
combination of the two transactions will result in Department ownership of 6,491.49 acres of land within the
Namekagon Barrens Wildlife Area (NBWA). The NBWA was established as a lease on county land in
1956 when the Department began providing critical habitat for 246 species of plants and 121 species of
birds,

Management of pine barren habitat located in the Northwest Sands of Wisconsin, and specifically the
NBWA, has been a high priority goal for the Department since 1953 when it was identified in the initial and
current 25-year Sharp-tailed Grouse Management Plans. The goal is to have core management areas that are
a minimum of 5,500 contiguous acres in order to support a viable population of sharp-tailed grouse and
support populations of all other barrens-dependent species, The NBWA hosts breeding populations of
several species of greatest concern, including sharp-tailed grouse, upland sandpiper, golden-winged warbler,
northern harrier, Blanding’s turtle and brown thrasher,

Protection of this rare habitat and its related species is documented as high priority in many state
management plans including the Wildlife Action Plan, Strategies for Wildlife Species of Greatest
Conservation Needs, Ecological Landscapes of Wisconsin, Northwest Sands Habitat Corridor Plan and
Managing Grasslands for Birds-A guide for Wisconsin, The NBWA was identified as a globally significant
conservation opportunity area by the Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan in 2005, is designated as an Important
Bird Area by the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative and is a part of the Great Wisconsin Birding &
Nature Trail network. There are over 150 Friends of the Namekagon Barrens Wildlife Area, which include a
wide range of interests including photographers, bird dog trialers, hunters and bird watchers,

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board accept the donation of 1,397.93 acres of land for the Namekagon Batrens Wildlife
Area, that a certificate of appreciation be sent to The Conservation Fund and that an expression of
appreciation be made a part of the official records of the Natural Resources Board.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No [X] Fiscal Estimate Required Yes [ ] Attached
No Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes [ ] Attached
No [] Background Memo " Yes [ Attached
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:; October 1, 2013

TO: Natural Resources Board

FROM: Cathy Stepp

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donation, The Conservation Fund

Tract, File # WM 60228

1. PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Namekagon Barrens Wildlife Area

Burnett County and Washburn County

Grantor:

The Conservation Fund

¢/o Mr. Tom Duffus

394 Lake Avenue South, Ste, 404
Duluth, MN 55802

Acres: 1,397.93

State of Wisconsin

Price: Gift -- (TCF received a $529,892.50 Stewardship Grant)

Interest: Fee Title
Improvements: None

FILE REF: WM 60228

Location: The tract is located 20 miles northwest of Spooner in Burnett and Washburn Counties,
Land Description: The subject land is gently rolling with pine plantation, open land and brush.

Covertype Breakdown:
Type Acreage
Pine Plantation 1,288.00
Upland Woodland 50.46
Wetland 4.47
Brush 55.00
Total: | 1,397.93

Zoning: Forestry
Present Use: Timber Production

Proposed Use: Conservation and Recreation
Tenure: 2 vears
Offer Date: September 11,2013

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature based outdoor
recreational activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross country skiing.

2. JUSTIFICATION:

The Conservation Fund (TCF) wishes to donate this parcel to be managed as pine barren habitat. The
donation of this parcel compliments the land trade between Burnett County and the Department which was @
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approved by the Natural Resources Board in December of 2012. That transaction has not closee yet, but
the combination of the two transactions will result in Department ownership of 6,491.49 acres of land
within the Namekagon Barrens Wildlife Area (NBWA). The NBWA was established as a lease on county
land in 1956 when the Department began providing critical habitat for 246 species of plants and 121
species of birds.

Management of pine barren habitat located in the Northwest Sands of Wisconsin, and specifically the
NBWA, has been a high priority goal for the Department since 1953 when it was identified in the initial
and current 25-year Sharp-tailed Grouse Management Plans. The goal is to have core management areas
that are a minimum of 5,500 contiguous acres in order to support a viable population of sharp-tailed grouse
and support populations of afl other barrens-dependent species. The NBW A hosts breeding populations of
several species of greatest concern, including sharp-tailed grouse, upland sandpiper, golden-winged
warbler, northern harrier, Blanding’s turtle and brown thrasher.

Protection of this rare habitat and its related species is documented as high priority in many state
management plans including the Wildlife Action Plan, Strategies for Wildlife Species of Greatest
Conservation Needs, Ecological Landscapes of Wisconsin, Northwest Sands Habitat Corridor Plan and
Managing Grasslands for Birds-A guide for Wisconsin. The NBWA was identified as a globally significant
conservation opportunity area by the Wisconsin Witdlife Action Plan in 2003, is designated as an Important
Bird Area by the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative and is a part of the Great Wisconsin Birding &
Nature Trail network. There are over 150 Friends of the Namekagon Barrens Wildlife Area, which include
a wide range of interests including photographers, bird dog trialers, hunters and bird watchers.

3. LAND MANAGEMENT:
In February 2013, Department Forestry and Wildlife staff visited the property and agreed that the best use
of this land is pine barren habitat, Although much of the land has been planted te pine plantations, most
plantings are either failed or ready to be harvested. The Burnett County land exchange will allow the
Department to be more efficient and to focus more on pine barren habitat work. Over the years we have
received contributions and volunteer help from many supporting groups, including Friends of Namekagon
Barrens Wildlife Area, Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society, Hazard Mitigation, Amateur Field Trial
Clubs of America and turkey stamp. This support augments our regular budget allowing us to do more with
less.

4. FINANCING:
No funding is required for this transaction.

5. ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE NAMEKAGON BARRENS WILDLIFE AREA:
Established: 1991
Acres Purchased to Date: 0
Acquisition Goal: 9,312.00
Percent Complete: 0
Cost to Date: $283,440.65
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Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its October 2013 meeting, the Natural Resources
Board gratefully accepted gift of 1,397.93 acres of land in Washburn
County for the Namekagon Barrens Wildlife Area from

The Conservation Fund

It is significant that organizations such as yours are interested in helping
protect Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this
end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the
Natural Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere

appreciation on behalf of present and future generations to thank you for
your thoughtfulness and generosity.

Natuwral Resources Board

Preston D. Cole, CHAIRPERSON

























