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SUBJECT: 
Request that the Board adopt Board Order WT-06-12, proposed rules affecting Chapter NR 115 related to revisions of 
Wisconsin's statewide minimum standards for shoreland zoning. · 

FOR: December 2013 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: 
Russ Rasmussen, Deputy Water Division Administrator 

SUMMARY: · 
Wisconsin's minimum shoreland zoning standards were originally codified as NR 115, Wis. Adm. Code, in the 1960's, and 
had been revised very little until 2009. Since the rule revisions in 2009 some counties have identified provisions that are 
unclear or burdensome to implement. The proposed rule language would simplify the application of impervious surfaces 
standards, under NR 115.05(1 )(e), to only riparian lots or those lots that lie entirely within 300 feet of the ordinary high 
water mark. Further, the policy would provide additional options for areas that are already highly developed and 
properties that wish to exceed the maximum imperviouS'-satface limit. Second,the proposed rule language would allow, 
under NR 115.05(1 )(g),for some lateral expansion of nonconforming structures that are within 75 feet, but more than 35 
feet from the ordinary high water mark and eliminate the requirement that nonconforming accessory structures be 
removed when relocating or reconstructing a nonconforming principal structure. The proposed rule language would also 
bring the nonconforming structure standards into compliance with W isconsin Statutes relating to nonconforming uses and 
boathouses. Finally, the proposed rule revisions will clarify the reporting requirements for local governments, under NR 
115.05(4), and will clarify that counties do not have to require a permit to manage exotic or invasive species, damaged or 
diseased vegetation or vegetation that creates an imminent safety hazard, under NR 115.05(1)(c)2.(d). 

The Board approved the scope statement in March of 2012 and authorized the department to go to hearing in June of 
2013. The department held five public hearings around the state in August and solicited comments from June 27th, 2013 
until September 9th, 2013. One hundred and forty six people attended the five hearings, but only 44 people testified. At 
the close of the public comment period the department received 410 comments, which the department thoroughly 
reviewed and analyzed. The attached background memo and response summary provides more detail of the comments 
received during the p~blic comment period and the changes the department made in response to the comments. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board adopt Board OrderWT-06-12. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable):
D (choose one) [8:1 Attachments to background memo 
D Statement of scope D Governor approval of statement of scope 
!8:1 Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form D Environmental assessment or impact statement 
!8:1 Response summary [8:1 Board order/rule 

Approved by Signature Date 

Pamela Biersach, Bureau Director \\ --S - \ ~ 
Ken Johnson, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2013/Dec/Dec-2013-NRB-agenda.html













































































