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CONGRMESS

DATE: May 23, 2012
TO: Natural Resources Board
FROM: Rob Bohmann, Chair

SUBJECT: Congress Matters: 2012 Conservation Congress Advisory Question Summary and Annual
Convention Report

Chair Clausen, Secretary Stepp, and members of the Board. 1 want to thank you for this opportunity to present
the results of the WCC annual convention.

In accordance with our purpose and mission [ would like to take this opportunity to review the business that was
conducted by the Congress at our annual meeting, The Wisconsin Conservation Congress convened for its 78th
annual convention on May 10, 11, and 12, 2012 in Manitowoc. Our statewide delegation elected Executive
Councilors and the Executive Committee in addition to reviewing DNR advisory questions, and each of the
proposed congress advisory questions from the 2012 spring hearings questionnaire (Attachment 1).

Elections

The 2012 Executive Committee remains the same, consisting of Larry Bonde (Manitowoc County, Vice-Chair),
Lee Fahrney (lowa County, Secretary) and me (Rob Bohmann, Racine County, Chair). 1 would like to thank
each of the councilors from 2011-12 that will not be returning this year for their dedication and hard work and
also congratulate and welcome those that have been elected and re-elected. We have three new Executive
Councilors and 1 have included a [ist of our 2012-2013 Council in this memo for your information (Attachment
2).

DNR Advisory Questions

At the 2012 Spring Hearings, the public voted on 91 advisory questions, The delegation reviewed the results of
the questions that appeared as Department advisory questions - 15 wildlife questions, 23 fisheries questions, and
one NRB question. At our convention, the Wildlife and Fisheries Programs reviewed the results summaries with
the delegation, and discussed the future possibilities for each idea given the citizen feedback.

Because there were no Department proposed rule changes, this year afforded the WCC and Department a unique
opportunity to spend more time on updates on current issues and topics of interest. Tom Hauge and Mike Staggs
gave very informative presentations on issues such as the status of the wolf delisting and season framework, the
CWD positive deer found in Washburn County, the deer study project, bear and badger research, VPA, Farm
Bill, and NAWCA program updates, as well as a summary of the findings of the comprehensive study done on
Wisconsin’s fish propagation system., '

WCC Advisory Questions

There were 52 Congress advisory proposals presented for public comment at this year’s Spring Hearings. Forty-
eight (48) of these proposals were approved by the statewide votes, and 48 were recommended for advancement
to the Department and Natural Resources Board for consideration. Four proposals were not supported by the
public vote, and consequently, three of the four proposals (numbers 47, 65, and 91) were not recommended for
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further consideration by the Department, Legislature or the Board. Question 42 relating to the consolidation of
jurisdictions for wetland inanagement regulations was not approved by a statewide vote (1692 yes, 1867 no), but
was approved by 35 counties, rejected by 35 counties and tied in two counties. It was advanced by the floor of
the Congress for further consideration. Question 63, the transfer of license or permit to a senior or disabled
person, was approved both by statewide vote (2743 yes, 771 no) and by county vote (71 counties approving, 1
county rejecting), however, because the background language that was approved by the Executive Council was
slightly different from the language in the original resolution, the author felt the intent of his resolution was
altered and wanted the entire resolution and results rejected.

The other three that were not supported statewide were questions 47 (creation of a public/private antlerless deer
system), 65 (creating a maximum of 25 mph on frozen water), and 91 (relating to panfish limits).

Town Hall Mcetings

The WCC also discussed the town hall meetings which were held in each county following the spring hearings.
This was a new approach that the WCC was attempting to gain input on the Governor’s charge to the Congress
to create recommendations for regulation simplification and elimination of barriers to participation. Input from
the meetings was wide-ranging, with some counties reporting a lot of participation and some good ideas, while
others indicated that no one spoke up at their meetings. One suggestion for improvement of the town hall
meeting style that came up a number of times was that attendees did not like having to write down their ideas
and would have preferred to have someone else taking notes of the discussion. This will be taken into
consideration for any future town hall meetings the WCC may hold.

County delegations were to have summarized the input from the town hall meetings and turned them in at the
convention. The Executive Committee will appoint an ad hoc committee to review the summaries from these
meetings and prepare a report of recommendations for the Governor.

Strategic Plan
Art Lersch, a Community Resource Development Educator with the UW-Extension was on hand to present the

WCC Strategic Plan process that will take place over the next year and will provide a full review of the WCC’s
organizational structure and operations. We are excited about beginning this process and have nominated
delegates to the newly formed WCC Strategic Planning Committee to begin working on this charge beginning
next month. Our Vice-Chair, Larry Bonde, will provide a more detailed report to you on this endeavor.

Awards

This year, as in the past, the Congress recognized a number of DNR employees for their outstanding service and
dedication to Wisconsin’s natural resources. Kent Van Horn, Wildlife Biologist, received an award for his
exceptional achievements in wildlife management, his dedication to enhancing opportunities for waterfowl
hunters, and his commitment to working cooperatively with the citizens of Wisconsin. Retired fisheries
supervisor Paul Pecters received our fisheries award for his exceptional leadership and dedication to improving
Wisconsin’s world-class Lake Michigan fishery. Darrell Waldera, Training Director for the DNR Bureau of
Law Enforcement, was recognized as our law enforcement officer of the year for his dedication to the protection
of Wisconsin’s citizens and natural resources and his commitment to providing exceptional law enforcement
training to warden recruits. And Warden Mike Nice, Richland County, was honored as Waterfowl Officer of the
Year for his outstanding efforts in waterfow] education and wetland protection.
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We also honored our Congress delegate of the year, Dale Maas, Dodge County for his exceptional service to the
citizens of this state, his unwavering dedication to conservation and for selflessly giving of his time and
knowledge. Dale is a driving force of the successful Qutdoor Education Expo held annually in Dodge County.
Since 2006 this hands-on event has brought the classroom to life for about 25,000 kids, providing a free, fun
outdoor experience and inspiring children to become active outdoor enthusiasts. And the success of this event is
due in large part to Dale’s behind the scenes work.  We also gratefully acknowledged the dedication of our
delegates by handing out our years of service certificates and pins to those delegates who have served the
congress for 15, 20, 25, 30 and over 35 years.

In addition, awards recognizing Bradley Swenson, Clarence Uhren, and Joe Janak were given for their efforts to
mentor first-time bear hunters. Dave and Gary Mabie, who continue to mentor the winner of the WCC Learn to
Hunt Bear tag, were also recognized for their ongoing dedication to passing on our outdoor heritage. And
Maurice Amundson, Mitchel Kirchmeyer, and Richard Kirchmeyer were recognized for generously transferring
a 2011 bear permit to a first time hunter.

The Qutstanding Local Conservation Club was the Beaver Dam Conservationists and the Statewide Organization
of the year was the Milwaukee School of Engineering Ducks Unlimited. Both organizations were recognized for
their impressive conservation accomplishments last year. The 2011 Educator of the Year award was received by
a very deserving Cathy Chybowski, retired Kettle Moraine High School Biology and Advanced Placement
Environmental Studies teacher, who tirelessly engages her students in conservation efforts through “work
parties” at LuLu Lake Preserve and Lapham Peak State Natural Area and who has made a lasting impression on
S0 many,

In conclusion, on behalf of the Conservation Congress, I would like to thank Jane Wiley for your attendance and
presentation to the delegation. Your involvement and attendance is a testament to your commitment to the role
of the Congress as an advisory body to the Natural Resources Board.
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