


Retirement Resolution

Stewarl J. Smith retired from the Wisconsin Depariment of Natural Resources on April 2, 2012 aller serving more
than 29 years with the State of Wisconsin.

Stew was bomn and raised in Antigo, where he spent countless hours on the trout streams in Langtade County
fishing with his father James Smith. Stew and his father were charler members of the Antigo Chapter of Trout
Unfimited and based on that involvement, Stew has had the honor of presenting the James Smith Trout Unfimited
Scholarship to aspiring UW Stevens Point Natural Resources students from the Antigo arca. Stew was hired as a
Fisheries LTE during the summer of 1979. He worked in this position, doing habitai work on arca trout waters
through 1984,

On January 7, 1985 Stew was hired as a Conservation Warden and worked with Field Training Wardens through
out the State ol Wisconsin. Stew was assigned to the Wisconsin Rapids station in March of 1986 where he served
his entire career.

Stew especially enjoyed working with "want to be" Wardens, This included ride-alongs, Deputy Wardens,
Student Law Enforcement students from UW Stevens Point, Recruit Wardens and Intems. Stew trained numerous
interns starting in the 19305 until his retirement, with most of the internships being a year long. Stews former
interns are working for various natural resource agencies and several are Wisconsin Conservation Wardens. Stew
assisted (he training scction with Recruit Wardens in hands on scenario training held in Wood County, where
Stew developed hunting scenarios that were used [or several years. Stew served on numerous inlerview panels for
the hiring of Conservation Wardens, Wildlife, Fisheries, Forestry, Water Regulation and Environmental personnel
over the years.

Stew liked giving presentations at hundreds of recreational safety classes during his career. Stew helped certify
thousands of successful graduntes and talked about the safety and ethical aspects ol hunting, trapping, boating,
snowmobiling and ATVs. Stew was heavily involved in the Safety Instructor Appreciation Banquet that is held in
Wood County every fwo years,

Stew worked with numerous outdoor organizations that sponsor Outdoor Youth and Leamn to Hunt events.
Groups included the Kiwanis, Ruffed Grouse Society, National Archery in the Schools Program, and the Nekoosa
Walleye Days Kids fishing contest. Stew was part of thc Sandhill Skills Center Leam to Hunt program from its
inception 21 years ago,

In 1996, Stew received a Chicl's award for the investigation and successful prosecution af triat of a complicated
case involving a larmer that had been killing deer out of season. Stew was awarded the West Central Region
Outstanding Public Education award in 2001, the Warden of the Year plaque from the Wisconsin Trappers
Association in 2003, and the West Central Region Outstanding Investigation award in 2005.

WHEREAS, Stewar J. Smith has served the people of the State of Wisconsin faithfully and well in the
performance of his duties and thus has earned the commendation due an exemplary public employee;

NOW, THEREORE, the Natural Resources Board af ils Aprif meeting at Madison, Wisconsin, recognizes such
faithful service with due respect and pratitude, and hereby miakes this commendation a pan of its ofTicial records.

Natural Resources Board

David Clausen, CHAIR




Retirement Resolution

Dandel L. Thill retired from the Wisconsin Departient of Natural Resourees on March 2nd, 2012, with over 32 years of dedicated
service to the people and the State of Wisconsin.

Dan started Iiis career in October, 1979 at the Grantsburg Ranger Station in Bumett County as a Seasonal Natural Resource Assistant
I (Forest Fire Control Assistant-Traince).

On April 2%, and 22 1980, Dan operated a tractor plow on both the Ekdall Church Fire in Bumeit County and the Oak Lake Fire in
Washbum County. These historic fires bumed 4,654 and 11,418 acres respectively. These were only the second and third fires Dan
operated a tractor plow on in his young career,

In November, 1980 his position changed from seasonat to permanent. In Aprit of 1981 Dan’s Trainee position was re-classed {0
Forest Fire Control Assistant 1. In August of 1981 Dan transferred to the Rabeock Ranger Station in Wood County. Afer a bricf time
in Babeock, Dan accepted a promotion as a Forest Fire Control Assistant 2 and in February of 1982, transferred to the Webster Ranger
Station in Bumnett County,

In December of 1989, Dan transferred to a Ranger position on the Governor Knowles State Forest working out of the Granisburg
Ranger Station, Dan’s position on the Governor Knowles State Forest was re-allocated in February of 1995 to Facility Repair Worker
and again in February of 1998 to Ranger |. Then in October of 2002, Dan accepted a promotion as a Natural Resource Property
Supervisor, becoming the Superintendant of the Governor Knowles State Forest,

Ovei the years, Dan developed many positive relationships with various users and neighbors of the State Forest, These retationships
have resulted in a number of land acquisitions, adding valuable acres to the State Forest, Dan has also worked hand in hand with the
Equestrian Friends of the Governor Knowles State Forest resuiting in a sharcd partnership creating the Trade River Equesirian
Campground and many miles of associated trails.

Dan has proven his dedication to his work, handling a multitude of sometimes difficulf situations. Dan’s early career was noted by his
work on a couple of the largest, most destructive and dangerous forest fires this State has experienced in the last 50 years. Then, near
the end of Dan’s career, his dedication was tested and proven once again when on the evening of July 172011, a devastating siraight
line wind storm hit 6 counties in northwest Wisconsin, testing the resolve of all who live and work here. This storm oblitcrated the St.
aeres of State Forest timberlands, Dan and his staff worked tirelessly to re-open the St. Croix Campground and many nrites of hiking
trails and set up hundreds of acres of wind damaged timber for salvage harvest.

So Dan, on behalf of the people you have served, your coworkers, the Depariment of Natural Resources Division of Forestry and the
State of Wisconsin, we thank you for your friendship and years of service and we wish you all the best in your retirement,

WHEREAS, Dan Thill has served the people of the State of Wisconsin faithfully and well in the performance of
duties and has thus earned the commendation due an exemplary public employee;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Natural Resources Board at its April 2012 meeting at Madison, Wisconsin,
recognizes such faithful service with due respeet and gratitude, wishes Dai a healthy, happy and rewarding retirement, and
tiereby makes this commendation a part of its official records.

Natural Resources Board

David Clausen, CHAIR




