


CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

May 20, 2011 FILE REF: FM 10126
Natural Resources Board

Cathy Stepp

SUBIJECT: Proposed Land Transfer, Wisconsin Department of Transportation Tract, File FM 10126,

1,

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Willow Creek Fishery Area
Richland County

Grantor:
WIDOT
Attn: Greg Messling

3550 Mormon Coulee Road
LaCrosse, W1 54601

Acres: 93.07

Price: §1

Interest: Transfer

Improveinents: None

Location: The property is located in Richland County about 8 miles northeast of Richland Center.

Land Description: The subject tand is low, level land which has been restored as wetland

Covertype Breakdown:

Type | Acreage
Wetland 93.07

Zoning: Wetland / Conservancy

Present Use: Wetland Mitigation

Proposed Use: Resource protection and recreation
Tenure: 10 years

Option Date: October 27, 2010

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature based outdoor recreational
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross country skiing.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation {XOT) has offered to transfer a 93.07 acre parcel adjacent
to the Willow Creek Fishery area in Richland County. The parcel falls immediately outside of the project
boundary. This property was acquired by DOT in 2001 and restored as a wetland mitigation site. This
parcel is primarily wetland consisting of lowland grasses and brush, It includes several wetland scrapes,
drainage tributaries and approximately 1,980 feet of frontage on Willow Creek. In addition, this

property contains unique archaelogical resources which are documented in an archaelogical survey
report completed in 2000. This transfer of land from DOT will contain deed restrictions to protect the 6
archaelogical resources and the wetland hydrology of the site, Printed on

Recycled
Paper
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The subject is located along Highway 58 approximately 6 miles northeast of Richland Center adjacent to
but outside of the Fishery Area Boundary. The Fishery Area was established in 1986 and includes
significant adjacent wetland areas with very little uplands. Willow Creek is classified as a Class II trout
stream and is located about 40 miles west of Madison, The creek is managed primarily as a Brown
Trout fishery to improve the fishery to a Class I status and it is popular with anglers from all parts of the
state. Willow Creek is aone of the longest trout streams in southwest Wisconsin.

The Departinent recommends acceptance of this transfer of tand for the Willow Creek Fishery Area to
provide increased opportunities for the management of fisheries habitat and will provide for additional
public recreational access to the Willow Creek Fishery Area. If approved this parcel will be added to the
boundary of the Willow Creek Fishery Area. :

FINANCING:

No funds are required for this transaction,

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE WILLOW CREEL FISHERY AREA;

Established: 1986
Acres Purchased to Date: 823.26

Acquisition Goal: 874.25

Percent Comptete: 94.17 %
Cost to Date: $429,646.48
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