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The Tichigan Wildlife Area consists of a rolling landscape with upland and wetland habitat, with the
Tichigan Marsh in the center. The weilands range from wet meadows to shallow marshes and disturbed
areas with reed canary grass. The shrub-carr areas include areas with red-osier dogwood and willow and
disturbed areas with buckthorn. The upland areas include agricultural fields planted in crop for wildlife
that will eventually be planted into native grassland cover or hardwoods, Tichigan Creek, a Class 111 frout
stream, flows through the southern portion of the property to Tichigan Lake. The wildlife area is used
extensively for hunting, especially for deer, waterfowl, pheasant, and turkey. Other types of recreation
pursued here are trapping, wildlife watching, hiking, photography, canoeing, fishing, snowmobile wrails,
and geocaching. The area is managed for grasslands and wetlands for waterfowl and upland game birds,

The Tichigan Matsh, in pre-settlement times, was part of the Fox River system and formed an exiensive
emergent marsh. It was an area that supporied a variety of wildlife species including waterfowl, deer,
muskrats, wetland birds, and songbirds. As setilers moved in, the landscape changed (e.g., ditching, roads,
farming, etc.) and in 1838, a dam was built on the Fox River in Waterford, approximately four miles
downstream from the current wildlife area. The dam resulted in the 351-acre lake that abuts the marsh and
the wildlife area and that reduced the size of the marsh.

The Ranke parcels contain cover types that are on the decline in Wisconsin savanna and sedge meadow.
Both cover types are in good condition and with regular management can be enhanced and maintained. The
agricultural fields also provide restoration opportunities for both prairie and wetland cover types. The wet
meadow provides critical habitat for the threatened Blanding’s turtle, which has been documented on the
Tichigan Wildlife Area. Existing state land and the Ranke parcels provide additional habitat for the
Blanding’s turtle, which include shatlow marsh, drainage ditches, etc.

The Department recommends acquisition of the Ranke 100.85-acre parcel for the Tichigan Wildlife Area to
provide opporiunities for recreation and wildlife habitat management and protection.

FINANCING:
State Stewardship bond funds (FY 11) are anticipated:
Funds allotted to program: Balance afler proposed transaction:
$50,702,000 $20,499,334

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE TICHIGAN WILDLIFE AREA:

Established: 1957
Acres Purchased to Date: [,341.09

Acquisition Goal: 1,584.3 Acres

Percent Complete: 84.65%
Cost to Date: $828,039.85 .

APPRAISAL:

Appraiser: Philip Vander Male

Valuation Date: January 6, 2010

Appraised Value: $500,000.00

Highest and Best Use: Single family residential

Allocation of Values:

a. land: 100.85 acres @ $4,962.78 per acre: $300,000.00
b, market data approach used, five comparable sales cited
¢. adjusted value range: $4,378.00 to $5,258.00 per acre
















