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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM l1<m No. __ 3_, _8_, _1_1 __ 

SUBJECT: EASEMENT DONATION - NORTH COUNTRY NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL- DOUGLAS COUNTY 

FOR: SEPTEMBER 2010 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

SUMMARY: The Department proposes to accept a 1.5-acre conservation easement fi·om Curt and Erin Wasko for the North Country 
National Scenic Trail program in Douglas County. The item is being submitted because it is a gift of land rights. 

The easement will link together h'ail sections to the north and south, The National Park Service built the trail many 
years ago believing it was 011 the Village of So Ion Springs property. Once a survey was completed, it was discovered 
that the trail was about 30 feet onto the Wasko's property. The Wasko's, who are supporters and users of the trail, are 
donating this segment of trail corridor to the Department. 

Established in October of2000, the North Country National Scenic Trail has an acquisition goal of 2,050 acres. One 
of the goals of the NOI1h Country National Scenic Trail is to link public lands across the no.1hwestern part of 
Wisconsin to segments of the trail located in Minnesota and Michigan. The trail corridor will pass tluough Iron, 
Ashland, Bayfield and Douglas Counties. Currently, the trail utilizes 170 miles of land within existing public projects, 
including the Chequamegon National Forest, the Bayfield County Forest, Brule River State Forest, Pattison State Park, 
Copper Falls State Park, the Douglas Connty Forest and many others. 

The concept of the North Country Tra il is similar to the Appalachian National Scenic Trail in that it allows for long 
distance, non-motorized travel tluough scenic and geographically significant areas. When completed, the 4,200-mile 
trail will extend tlu'ough seven states going from Crown Point State Historic Site in New York, to Sakakawea State 
Park on the Missouri River in N0I1h Dakota where it joins the route of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail. 

Acceptance of this gift from Curt and Erin Wasko to resolve the trespass issue described above, to conserve the natural 
and scenic values of the parcel and provide opportunities for outdoor recreation on the North Country National Scenic 
Trail. 

RECOMMENDA TlON: That the Board accept the donation of the conservation easement of 1.5 acres of land. for the No.1h Country 
National Scenic Trail in Douglas COllllty and that a cel1ificate of appreciation be sent to the donors and that 
an expression of appreciation be made pm1 of the official records of the Natural Resources Board. 
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State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCEIMEMORANDUM 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

August 19,20 I 0 

Natural Resources Board 

Matthew J. Fp upa r;-

FILE REF: PR 40091 

SUBJECT: Proposed Easement on the Wasko Tract, File PR 40091 
Option Expires November 30, 20 I 0 

I. PARCEL DESCRlPTlON: 

N0I1h Countl)' National Scenic Trail 
Douglas County 

Grantor: 

Curt and Erin Wasko 
12051 South Holly Lucius Road 
Solon Springs, WI 54873 

Acres: 1.5 
Price: $1.00 
Interest: North Country Trail Easement 
Improvements: None 

Location: The tract is located in Douglas County about a mile south of Solon Springs. 

Land Description: The subject land is nat to rolling. 

CovcI1ype Breakdown: 

Zoning: Residential 
Present Use: Recreation 

Type: 

Upland Woodland 

Proposed Usc: Trail cOITidor and resource protection 
Tenure: 10 years 
Easement Date: April 9, 2009 

Acreage: 

1.5 

Stewardship Land Access: This property is being gifted for the North Country Trail, which is part of the 
state park system. Per s. 230916(3(a), Stats., lands acquired for statc parks are excluded fi'om the public 
access provision ofs. 23.0916, Stats. This parcel will be open for hiking and skiing. Hunting will be 
governed by s. 29.089(3), Stats. 

2. JUSTIFICATION: 

The Department proposes to accept a 1.5-acrc easement as a gift from CUl1 and Erin Wasko within the 
boundary of the North Country National Scenic Trail in Douglas County in the Village of Solon Springs. 
It will link together trail sections to the north and south. The National Park Service built the trail many 
years ago believing it was on the Village of Solon Springs property. Once a survey was completed, it was 
discovered that the trail was about 30 feet onto the Wasko's property. The Wasko's, who are supporters and 
lIsers of the trail, decided to donate this segment of trail corridor to the Department. 

Established in October of2000, the North Country National Scenic Trail has an acquisition goal of 
2,050 acres. One of the goals of the North Country National Scenic Trail is to link public lands across the 
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northwestern part of Wisconsin to segments of the trailiocatcd in Minnesota and Michigan. The trail 
corridor will pass through Iron, Ashland, Bayfield and Douglas Counties. Currently, the trail utilizes 
170 miles of land within existing public projects, including the Chequamegoll National Forest, the Bayfield 
County Forest, Brule River State Forest, Pattison State Park, Copper Falls State Park, the Douglas County 
Forest and many others. 

The concept of the North Country Trail is similar to the Appalachian National Scenic Trail in that it allows 
for long distance, non-motorized travel through scenic and geographically significant areas. When 
completed, the 4,200-mile trail will extend through seven states going r,'om Crown Point State Historic Site 
in New York, to Sakakawea State Park on the Missouri River in N0I1h Dakota where it joins the route of 
the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail. 

The Department recommends acquisition of this trail easement fi'oll1 Curt and Erin Wasko to resolve the 
trespass issue as described above, to conserve the natural and scenic values of the parcel and to provide 
opportunities for outdoor recreation on the N0I1h Countl)' National Scenic Trail. 

3. FINANCING: 

No funding is required for this transactioll. 

4. ACOUISITION STATUS OF THE NORTH COUNTRY NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL: 

Established: 200 I 
Acres Purchased to Date: 698.40 
ACquisition Goal: 2,050.0 Acres 
Percent Complete: 34.07% . 
Cost to Date: $528,994.50 

RECOMMENDED: 

Richard E. Steffes 
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Acknowledgment Of Gift 

This is to certify that at its September 20 I 0, the Natural Resources Board 
gratefully accepted a gift of a 1.5-acre easement from the 

CURT AND ERIN WASKO 

The easement will be used for the North Country National Scenic Trail in Douglas 
County. It is significant that people like you are interested in helping protect 
Wisconsin's natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end. 

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the Natural 
Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on behalf of 
present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity. 

Nalural Resources Board 

Jonathan P. Ela, CHAIR 








