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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM Hem No. _____ _ 

SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION AND PROJECT BOUNDARY MODIFICATION - LOWER WISCONSIN STATE 
RIVERWA Y - IOWA COUNTY 

FOR: MAY 2010 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase 48 ac,resof land from Anita Wilkins Trust for $216,000 for the 
Lower Wisconsin State Riverway in Iowa County. The item is being submitted because the purchase price is over 
$150,000. 

The parcel is located in the Town of Wyoming in Iowa County about four miles southwest of Spring Green. The 
parcel is bordered on the south by state-owned lands. All but 10 acres of this parcel is located within the riverway 
project boundary. The parcel includes an upland wooded ridge visible from the river and has a large grassy open 
area. If acquired, it will be an impOJ1ant access point to department-owned lands that are further from CTI-I C. 
Acquisition of the parcel will significantly improve access to riverway property, protect the scenic and natural values 
of the area, and provide new opportunities for public recreation and habitat management. 

The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway (LWSR) was formed by combining nine existing wildlife areas along the 
Wisconsin River between Prairie du Chien and Sauk City as well as some additional lands to close separations 
between the wildlife area boundaries. The goals of the LWSR are to protect scenic lands along the river, enhance 
wildlife habitat and meet the recreational needs of the public. A cooperative effort between citizens, environmental 
groups, elected officials and the Department ended successfully with the passage of the law establishing the Lower 
Wisconsin State Riverway and the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board. 

Acquisition of the Wilkins Trust parcel will provide opportunities for public recreation, habitat management, 
improved access to existing department-owned lands and will preserve the natural scenic values of the Lower 
Wisconsin State Riverway. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 48 acreS of land for $216,000 for the Lower Wisconsin State 
Rivenvay in Iowa County and modification of the project boundary to include the entire parcel. 
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State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 

DATE: March 30, 20 I 0 FILE REF: WR 70030 

TO: Govel11or Doyle 

FROM: Matthew ~1jl.7~ r 
SUBJECT: Proposed Land Acquisition, Wilkins Trust Tract, File # WR 70030, 

Option Expircs August 1,20 10 

I. PARCEL DESCRIPTION: 

Lower Wisconsin State Riverway 
Iowa County 

Grantor: 

Anita Wilkins Trust 
clo Robert Arcese 
P.O. Box 2278 
Kirkland, WA 98083 

Acres: 48 
Price: $216,000 
Appraised Value: $216,000 
luterest: Fee Title Purchase 
Improvements: None 

Location: The propert." is located in Iowa County about four miles southwest of Spring Green in the Town 
of Wyoming. 

Land Description: The subject land is high and rolling. 

Covcrlypc Breakdown: 

Zoning: Agricultural 
Present U!:c: Recreaticllal 

Acreage: 

Upland Woodland 32 
Grassland lQ 
TOTAL: 48 

Proposed Use: Public outdoor recreational and natured resource protection 
Teuure: 30 years 
I'ropel1Y Taxes: $2,345 
Option Date: January 26, 20 I 0 

Stewardship Land Access: This properly will be opell to the public for all natllre~bascd outdoor recreational 
activities to include hunting, fi shing, trapping, hiking and cross-country ski ing. 

2. JUSTIFICATION: 

The Depm1ment propr,ses to purchase the 48-aere Anita R. Wilkins Trust property that is located in the 
Town of Wyoming in :owa County about four miles s\Juthwe'st of Spring Green for Ihe Lower Wisconsin 
State Rivcnvay project area. The parcel is bordered 011 the south by state-owned lands. All but 10 acres of 
this parcel is located within the riverw~y project ~ollndary. The parcel includes an upland wooded ridge 
visible from 11m river ;md has a large grassy open ar(;~. Ifacquired, it will be an important access point to 
depm1mcnt-owned lands that are furl her fi'om CTH C. Acquisition of the parcel will significantly improve 
access to riverway prc.perty, protect the scenic and nrttural values of the area, and provide new 
oPP0l1unities for public recreation and habitat Illana g~lllellt . 
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The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway (LWSR) was formed by combining nine existing wildlife areas 
along the Wisconsin River between Prairie du Chien and Sauk City as well as some additional lands to 
close separations between the wildlife area boundaries. The goals of the LWSR are to protect scenic lands 
along the river, enhance wildlife habitat and meet the recreational needs of the public. A cooperative effort 
between citizens, environmental groups, elected officials and the Depal1ment ended successfully with the 
passage of the law establishing the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway and the Lower Wisconsin State 
Riverway Board. 

The Department recommends acquisition of the Wilkins Trust parcel to provide opportunities for public 
recreation, habitat management, improved access to existing department-owned lands, and will preserve the 
natural scenic values of the Lower Wisconsi.n State Riverway. If acquired, the Depal1ment will incorporate 
the 10 acres into the project boundary. 

3. FINANCING: 

State Stewardship (FYI I) bond funds are anticipated:. 

Funds allotted to program: 
$50,000,000 

Balance. after proposed transaction: 
. $26,845,046 

4. ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE LOWER WISCONSIN STATE RlVERWAY: 

Established: 1989 
Acres Purchased to Date: 49,341.92 
Acquisition Goal: 78,855.00 Acres 
Percent Complete: 62.57% 
Cost to Date: $24,617,069.06 

5. APPRAISAL: 

Appraiser: Greg Delwiche 
Valuation Date: June 16,2009 
Appraised Value: $216,000.00 
Highest and Best Use: Rural ResidentiaVRecreational 

Allocation of Values: 
a. land: 48 acres@$4,500.00peracre: $216,000.00 
b. market data approach used, four comparable sales cited 
c. adjusted value range: $4,159.00 to $5,000.00 per acre 

Appraisal Review: Paul Scott - November 25,2009 

RECOMMENDED: 

R2~~~ 
Richard E. Steffes 

Laurie Ostemdorf 
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