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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM 
3.B.3 

Ilcm No. ______ _ 

SUBJECT: EASEMENT ACQUISITION AND DONATION - STATEWIDE WILDLIFE HABITAT- ROCK COUNTY 

FOR: MARCH 2010 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

SUMMARY: The Department proposes to purchase a I 55.7-acrc conservation easement from P0I1er Survivor's Trust for Statewide 
Wildlife Habitat program in Rock County for $195,000. The item is being snbmitted because costs exceed $ 150,000 
and because of a pm1ial donation of valne in the amount of $65,000. The Department secured a USDA Natural 
Resources Conservat ion Services Farmland Protection Grant that will cover part oflhe easement cost. 

The Department proposes purchase of an easement with public access under the Farm and Ranchland Protection 
Program on a 155.7-acre parcel owned by the Porter Survivor's Trust. This parcel is located two miles southeast of 
the City of Evansville in northwest Rock County. The intent of the easement is to prevent development of the 
farmland and preserve wi ldlife habitat along the edges and in the woodlands. The propel1y includes about 36 acres of 
lowland woods and 120 acres of cropland. Approximately 77% of the soil s are classified as prime agricultlll'alland. 
This easement will protect farmland from development, provide a buffer to the nearby Evansville Wildlife Area fi'om 
encroaching development, and provide public access for outdoor recreation and hunting. 

Established in 1991, the Statewide Wildlife Habitat Area Program acquires, protects and develops important habitat 
for pheasants, waterfowl and other species. Additionally, the criteria-based program provides opportunities for 
public recreation such as hunting, hiking, and bird watching. 

The 155.7-acre Porter property includes a mix of woodland, wetland and prime agricultural land. The property is 
very level and is bordered by drainage ditches on two sides. Acquisition of an easement on this property will protect 
the I'lII'al scenic character of the area and provide additiona l hunting opportunities within the Evansville-Footville 
leased public huuting ground. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the acquisition of the farmland protect ion eascment on 155.7 acrcs of land for the 
Statewide Wildlife Habitat program in Rock County. Also, that the Board accept the donation $65,000 in 
land value, that a certificate of appreciat ion be sent to the Porter Survivor's Trust and that an expression of 
appreciation be made a pal1 of the official records of tile Natural Resources Board. 
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State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCEIMEMORANDUM 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

February 22, 2010 

Natural Resources Board 

Matthew J. F~ 

FILE REF: WM 60075 

SUBJECT: Proposed &eme~t ~n the POJ1cr Survivor's Tl1Ist Tract, File II WM 60075 

I. PARCEL DESCRIPTION: 

Statewide Wildlife Habitat Program 
Rock County 

Porter Survivor's Trust 
c/o Dr. Douglas Batty 
P.O. Box 162 
Evansville, WI 53536 

Acres: 155.7 
Price: $195,000 
Appraised Value: $260,000 
Interest: Farmland protection easement with public access 
Improvements; None 

Location: The tract is located in northwest Rock County about two miles southeast of Evrmsvi lle. 
Land Description: The subject land is level. 

Covertypc Breakdown: 

Zoning: Agricultural 
Present Use: Agricultural 

Type: 

Lowland Woodland 
Cropland 
TOTAL: 

Proposed Use: Agriculture, Resource Protection and Public Recreation 
Tenure: Property has been in the family for about 100 years. 

Acreage: 

36.0 
119.7 
155.7 

Stewardship Land Access: This pl'opcI1y will be open to the public fOl' all nature· based outdoor recreational 
activities to include hunting, trapping, hiking and cross-cauntly skiing. 

2. JUSTIFICATION: 

The Department proposes purchase of an cascment with public access undcr the Farm and Ranchland 
Protection Program on a 155.7·acre parcel owned by the Porter Survivor's Trust. This parcel is located 
two miles southeast of the City of Evansvi lle in nOl1hwest Rock County and falls approximately 1.5 miles 
east of the Evansville Wildlife Area. The Department has secured a USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Services Farmland Protection Grant that will cover $96,250, abollt 50% of the easement cost. 
The intent of the casement is to prevent development of the farmland and preserve wildlife habitat along 
the edges and in the woodlands. The propel1y includes about 36 acres of lowland woods nnd 120 acres of 
cropland. Approximately 77% of the soils are classified as prime agricuiturallmld. This casement will 
protect farmland from development. provide a buITer to the nearby Evansville Wildlife Area fi'o lll 
encroaching development, and provide public access for outdoor recreation and hunting. 
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Established in 1991, the Statewide Wildlife Habitat Area program acquires, protects and develops 
important habitat for pheasants, waterfowl and other species. Additionally, the criteria-based program 
provides oPP0l1unities for public recreation such as hunting, trapping, hiking, and bird watching. 

The I 55.7-acre Porter property includes a mix of woodland, wetland and prime agricultural land. The 
property is very level and is bordered by drainage ditches on two sides. Acquisition of this propel1y will 
protect the rural scenic character of the area and provide additional hunting oPPOl1unities within the 
Evansville-Footville leased public hunting ground. 

The Depat1ment recommends the purchase of this easement to protect famlland from development near 
important wildlife habitat, protect the IlIrallandscape and increase public recreational 0pp0l1unities. 

3. FINANCING: 

Farmland Protection and State Stewardship Wildlife (FYIO) bond funds are anticipated: 

Stewardship Funds allotted: 
$5,600,000 

Farm Land Protection Funds allotted 
$96,250 

Balance after proposed transaction: 
$265,976 

Balance after proposed transaction: 
$0 

Comments: The appraised value of$260,000 is accounted for as follows: 
Pat1ial donation of value from landowner: $ 65,000 
Federal grant funds: $ 96,250 
State Stewardship: $ 98,750 
TOT AL: $260,000 

4. ACOUISlTlON STATUS OF THE STATEWIDE WILDLIFE HABITAT: 

Established: 1991 
Acres Purchased to Date: 3,849.04 
Acquisition Goal: 6,000.00 acres 
Percent Complete: 64.15% 
Cost to Date: $2,488,385.00 

5. APPRAISAL: 

Appraiser: Linn Duesterbeck 
Valuation Date: July 17,2009 
Appraised Value: $260,000 
Highest and Best Use: Agricultural and Recreational Use 

Allocation of Values: 

Before Value: 
After Value: 
Easement: 

$605,000 
$345,000 
$260,000 

Appraisal Review: Paul Scott - September 28, 2009 

Comments: Please note that $45,000 is for the public hunting and recreation easement. The federal 
program will not cost share on this p0l1ion of the easement. 












