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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM 
3.B.13 

Item No. _ _ ____ _ 

SUBJECT: LAND DONATION - STATEWIDE WILDLIFE HABITAT AREA - ROCK COUNTY 

FOR: JANUARY 2010 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

SUMMARY : Pheasants Forever has offered to donate 68.84 acres of land for the Statewide Wildlife Habitat Arca program in 
Rock County to the Department. 

This land adjoins the Evansville-Footville Leased Public Hunting Ground in the Town of Plymouth in Rock County. 
Pheasants Forever acquired the property in 2006 with a Stewardship grant. The 68.84-acre property is primarily 
grassland cover all terrain that varies fi'om level to rolling. There also are small areas of lowland and scrub brush. 
The property has large arcas of restored prairie and the cover consists of perennial grasses. The property will provide 
increased opporhillities for public recreation, improved wildlife habitat management and will protect the grassland 
restoration work initiated all this propeli)' under the Conservation Reserve Program in cooperation with Pheasants 
Forever. 

The Statewide Wildlife Habitat Area program was established in 1991 to acquire, protect, and develop important 
habitat for pheasants, waterfowl and other species. In addition, the criteria-based program provides opportunities for 
public recreation such as hunting, hiking, and bird watching. 

This property is located within the Evansville-Footville Leased Public Hunting Ground and the proposed donation 
will compliment the existing hunting lease program and the completed habitat restoration work. The Pheasants 
Forever parcel provides key habitat components that will compliment the existing leased public hunting grounds. 
Future management of this parcel will include continued management and restoration of native grasses, and 
establishment of upland nesting cover. Acceptance of this donation will protect and enhance wildlife habitat for a 
variety of spec ies and will provide additional opportunities for public hunting and recreation. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board accept the donation of68.84 acres ofland for the Statewide Wildlife Habitat program, that a 
certificate of appreciation be sent to Pheasants Forever and that an expression of appreciation be made a 
pm1 of the official records orthe Natural Resources Board. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 
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No [8J 
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Fisca l Estimate Required 
Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required 
Background Memo 

cc: S. Miller - LF/6 
R. Steffes - LF/6 
L. Ross - AD/8 
T. \-Iauge - WM/6 
L. Eagan - SCR/Fitchburg 
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State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCEIMEMORANDUM 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

December 22, 2009 

Natural Resources Board 

Matthe~ 

FILE REF: WM 60074 

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donation, Pheasants Forever, Tract, File # WM 60074 

I. PARCEL DESCRIPTION: 

Statewide Wildlife Habitat Area Program 
Rock County 

Grantor: 

Kevin Wallen fang 
5102 Sunrise Trail 
Middleton, WI 53562 

Acres: 68,84 
Price: N/A - Gin of Land 
lnJel'est: Fee Title 
lmp-rovements: None 

Location: The tract is located in Rock County about nine miles southeast of the Village of Evansville in the 
Town of Plymouth, 

Land Description: The subject land varies fi'om level to rolling telTain. 

Covertype Breakdown: Type: Acreage: 

Upland Woodland 12.00 
Grass 56.84 
TOT AL: 68.84 

Zoning: Agricultural 
Present Use: Resource Protection 
Proposed Usc: Resource Protection and Public Outdoor Recreation 
Tenure: 3 years 
Option Qate: December 18, 2009 

Ste\~ardship Land Access: This propelty will be open to the public for all nature based outdoor 
recreational activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross~COUl1tl)' skiing, 

2. JUSTIFICATION: 

Pheasants Forever has offered to donate 68.84 acres of land previously known as the Bobbie Johnson Trust 
property to the Department for the Statewide Wildlife Habitat program. This land adjoins the 
Evansville-Footville Leased Public Hunting Ground in the Town of Plymouth in Rock County. The 
propel1y is located about nine miles southeast of the City of Evansville and the Evansville Wildlife Area. 
Pheasants Forever acquired the propel1y in 2006 with a Stewardship grant. The 68.84-acre property is 
primarily grassland cover on a terrain that varies from level to rolling. There also arc slllall areas of 
lowland and scrub brush. The propcl1y has large arens of restorcd prairie and the cover consists of 

Printed (>11 

Re~ycled 

PJper 



-2-

perennial grasses. The propcI1y will provide increased opportunities ral' public recreation, improved 
wildlife habitalmanagcmcnt and will prolect the grassland restoration work initiated on this properly under 
the Conservation Reserve Program in cooperation with Pheasants Forever. 

The Statewide Wildlife Habitat Area Program was established in 1991 to acquire, protect, and develop 
important habitat for pheasants, waterfowl and other species, In addition the criteria based program 
provides oPP0l1unilies for public recreation slIch as hunting, hiking, and bird watching. 

This property is located within the Evansville-l'ootville Leased Public Hunting Ground and the proposed 
donation will compliment the existing hunting lease program and the completed habitat restoration work . 
The Pheasants Forever parcel provides key habitat components that will compliment the existing leased 
public hunting grounds. Future management of this parcel will include continlled management and 
restoration of native grasses, and establishment ofuplanci nesting cover. 

The Department recommends acceptance of this donation to protect and cnhance wildlife habitat for n 
variety of species and will providc additional opportunities for public hunting and recreation. 

3, l'INANCING: 

No funding is required for this transaction. Pheasants Forever acquired the parcel with a Stewardship 
grant. 

4, ACQUISITION STATUS Ol' THE STATEWIDE WILDLIFE HABITAT: 

lostab lished: 1991 
Acres Purchased to Date: 3,849,04 
Acquisition Goal: 6,000,00 
Percent Complete: 64,15% 
Cost to Date: $2,488,385,00 

RECOMMENDED: 

Richard E, Stca ~ ~ 
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