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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM Item No. _ _ ____ _ 

SUBJECT: LAND DONATION - STATEWIDE NATURAL AREA - PORTAGE COUNTY 

FOR: JANUARY 2010 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

SUMMA RY: The Mead Winer Fouudation has offered to donate 58.99 acres of laud for the Statewide Natural Area program, 
specifically the Little Bear Hemlock Hardwoods Natural Area in Portage County. 

The Little Bear Hemlocks is comprised of four isolated woodlots that are remnants of the vast forest that once 
occupied this landscape. This parcel is located in Portage County about two miles northeast of Junction City just west 
of the Mead Wildlife Area and the other three woodlots lay within two miles of each other in Wood County. This 
parcel contains old growth hemlocks with diameters greater than 30 inches in addition to white pine, sugar maple and 
yellow birch. Tip up mounds and abundant coarse woody debris provides old growth characteristics and the substrate 
for hem lock reproduction. 

The Statewide Natural Area program was established in 1972 to protect the best remaining examples of Wisconsin's 
native vegetation as well as habitat for endangered and threatened plants and animals. Nanlral areas will help protect 
the natural diversity of the landscape and preserve for future generatiolls a living history of the past. Nanlral areas are 
used for study by elementary to college-age school groups and researchers. 

Acceptance of this gift from the Mead Witter Foundation will help protect the natural values and integrity of this 
ecosystem, allow for nanlral area management and protect the site from development incompatible with the goals of 
the natural values of the property. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board accept the donation of 58.99 acres of land for the Statewide Natural Area program, that a 
certificate ofappreciatiol1 be sent to the Mead Witter Foundation and that an expression ofappreciatioTl be 
made a part of the official records of the Natural Resources Board. 
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State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 

DATE:· 

TO: 

FROM: 

December 22, 2009 

Natural Resources Board 

Matthew J. F:;w'I'~ 

FILE REF: NA 20040 

SUBJECT: Proposed Lan~ Donation, Mead Witter Foundalion, Tract, File # NA 20040 

I. PARCEL DESCRIPTION: 

Statewide Natural Area 
Portage County 

Grantor: 

Mead Witter Foundation 
c/o Ms. Susan Feith, Vice Chair 
730 First Avenue South 
P. O. Box 39 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 

Acres: 58.99 
Price: Gin of Land 
Interest: Fee Title Donation 
Improvements: None 

Location: The traet is located in P0I1age County aboul two miles n0l1heast of Junction City. 

Land Description: The subject land varies fi'om level 10 gently sloping. 

Covel1YR-e Dreakdown: Type: Acreage: 

Upland Woodland 31.0 
Lowland Woodland 5.0 
Building Site 2.0 
Cropland 20.99 
TOTAL: 58.99 

Present Use: Resource Protection 
Proposed Use: Resource Protection and Public Recreation 

Stewardship Land Access: This properly will be open to the public for all nature based ouldoor 
recreational activities lO include hunting. fishing, trapping, hiking and cross-country skiing, 

2. JUSTIFICA TION: 

The Department is proposing to accepl a 58.99-acre gift of land fi'om the Mead Witter Foundation for the 
Statewide Natural Arc;as program, specifically the Little Bear Hemlock Hardwoods Natural Area. 
The Little Bear Hemlocks is comprised of four isolated woodlots that are remnanls of the vast forest Ihat 
once occupied this landscape. This parcel is located in Portage County about two miles northeast of 
Junction City just west of the Mead Wildlife Area and the other three woodlots lay within two miles of 
each other in Wood County. This parcel contains old gro\\1h hemlocks with diameters greater than 30 
inches in addition to white pine, sugar maple and yellow birch. Tip up mounds and abundant coarse 
woody debris provides old gro\\1h characteristics and the substrete for hemlock reproduction. 
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The Statewide Natura: Aren program was established in 1972 to protect the best remnining examp les of 
\Visl;onsin's native vegetation as well as habitat for endangered and threatened plants and an imals. Natural 
areas will li ':!lp protect ~he natural diversity orthe Inndscnpe and preserve for future generations a living 
history of the past. Natural arens arc used for study by elementary to co llege-age schoo l groups and 
researchers. 

The Department recommends acceptance of this gift from the Mead Witter Foundation to help protect the 
natural values and integrity of this ecosystem, allow for natlll'al area management and protect the site from 
deveJopment incompatible with the goals of th" Natural Area program. The improvements on the property 
arc orno va lue. These will be removed and the site returned to a natural condition. 

3. FIN ANC ING: 

No funding is requireo:for this transact ion. 

4. ACOU ISITION STATUS OF THE STATEWIDE NATURAL AREA: 

Established: 1972 
Acres Purchased to Date: 3,474.19 
Acquisition Goa l: 41 ,000.00 
Percent Complete: 10603% 
Cost to Dat~: $22,6n,z84.90 

RECOMMENDED: 
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