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NATURAL REsounCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM 

SUBJECT: LAND DONATION - WHITE RIVER FISHERY AREA- BA YFIELD COUNTY 

Fon: JANUARY 2010 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

Item No. 3 . B .. 11 

SUMMAR Y: Bayfield Regional Conservancy has offered to donate 27 .0 acres of land for the White River Fishery Area in Bayfield 
County. 

The 27.0-acre parcel is within the White River Fishery Area. It was acquired in 2005 by the land trust in cooperation with a river 
protection granl from Ihe Deparlment and funding aid from the Wild Rivers Chapter of Trout Unlimited and Friends of the White 
River. The parcel blocks well with other properties the Department has recently acquired and will help provide additional recreational 
opportunities for the public. 

The White River Fishery Area was established in 1961 to manage and protect this unique and scenic h"ou! stream and watershed. This 
multiple-use area is dedicated to trout fishing, hunting, canoeing, and other compatible outdoor recreational and educational 
oPP0l1unities. Numerous feeder streams, spring ponds, and outlet flows of several lakes provide the high quality water for this 
outstanding trollt stream. The goals of the project are to manage and protect the water and fishery resources of the area and provide 
opportunities for public recreation. 

The Wh ite River Fishery Area in Bayfield and Ashland Counties was expanded in 2004 to protect the middle segment of the White 
River flowing easterly between the DibOll Swamp State Natural Area and the White River Wildlife Area. The White River, the largest 
stream in Bayfield County, is one of the outstanding inland trout producing streams in northwest Wisconsin and is also heavily used 
for canoeing. II has excellent water quality, resulting in good natural reproduction of brook and brown trout. 

The White River flows through the more than 1 O,OOO-acre wetland complex, the Bibon Swamp State Natural Area, which was 
established as a protected department property in 1980 to preserve the plants and animals associated with this geologically unique 
wetland. The White River continues to flow in an easterly direction into Ashland County and into the Depm1mcnt-managed White 
River Wildlife Area, which protects forest habitat and fisheries. The river drains into the Bad River-Kakagon Sloughs, a very large 
estuarine wetland complex loca.ted in nOl1hern Ashland COllnty on the Lake Superior coast. As transition zones between land and 
water, coastal wetlands are often rich in species diversity and provide critical habitat for migratory and nesting birds, spawning fish, 
and rare plants. 

The property includes about Ill-m ile of White River rrontage and is primarily upland, mixed hardwoods and some stands of cedar and 
hemlock. The Conservancy has maintained the property for public use with land management and monitoring activities conducted by 
the Wild Rivers Chapter of Trout Unlimited. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board accept the donation of27.0 acres ofland for the White River FishelY Area, that a certificate 
of appreciation be sent to Bayfield Regional Conservancy and that an expression of appreciation be made a part of the official records 
orlhe Natural Resources J3oard. 
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State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 

DATE: December 22, 2009 FILE REF: FM 10071 

TO: Natural Resources Board 

FROM: MeltheWJ~ 

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donetion, Beyfield Regional Conserveney, Trect, File # FM 10071 
Option Expires March 20, 2010 

I. PARCEL DESCRIPTION: 

White River Fishery Area 
Bayfield County 

Grantor: 

Bayfield Regional Conservancy 
clo Ellen K wiakowski 
P.O. Box 410 
Bayfield, WI 54814 

Acres: 27.00 
Price: NIA - Gift of land 
Appmised Velue: NIA 
Interest: Fee Title 
Improvements: None 

Location: The tract is loceted in Bayfield County 15 miles southwest of Ashland. 

Lend Description: The subject land is level to gently rolling. 

Covcrtype Breakdown: Type: Acreage: 

Upland Woodlend 27.0 

Zoning: Agriculture 
Present Usc: Conservancy/Public Usc 
Proposed Usc: Fishery Area Management and Public Recreation 
Tenure: 4 years 
Option Dete: December 14,2009 

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the Jlublic for all neture-based outdoor reereetional 
activities to include hunting. fishing, trapping. hiking and crosswcountry skiing. 

2. JUSTIFICATION: 

The Beyfield Regionel Conservency has offered to donete to the Department a 27.0-ecre pm'eel thet is within the 
White River Fish Aree. It wes ecquired in 2005 by the lend trust in coopemtion with e river protection gmnt 
fi'om the Depmtment and fimding aid fi'ol11 the Wild Rivers Chepter of Trout Unlimited end Friends of the White 
River. The 27.0-acre pm'cel blocks well with other properties the Depertment hes recently ecquired end will help 
provide additionel recreetional opportunities for the public. The White River Fishery Aree was established in 
1961 to manage and protect this unique and scenic trout stream and watershed. This multiple usc area is 
dedicated to trout fishing, hunting, canoeing, and other compatible olltdoor recreational and educational 
opp0l1unities. Numerous feeder streems, spring ponds, end outlet flows of sevemllekes provide the high 
quality water for this outstanding trout stream. The goals ofthe project are to manage and protect the water J1C,"_. 
and fishery resources of the mea and provide opportunities for public recreation. ~ 

Printed on 
Rec)'cled 

Paper 



-2-

The White River Fishery Area in Bayfield and Ashland Counties was expanded in 2004 to protect the middle 
segment ortlle White River nowing easterly between the Bibon Swamp State Natural Area and the White River 
Wildlife Area. This boundary expansion project protects an important piece of the White River environmental 
corridor, improves public access to the ri ver, and protects tributaries that feed into the White River offering 
protection to the entire White River Watershed. The White River, the largest stream in Bayfield County, is one 
of the outstanding inland trout producing streams in nOl1hwest Wisconsin and is also heavily lIsed for canoeing. 
It has excellent water quality, resulting in good natural reproduction of brook and brown trout. 

The White River nows through the more than I O,OOO-aere wetland complex, the Bibon Swamp State Natural 
Area, which was established as a protected department property in 198010 preserve the plants and animals 
associated with this geologically unique wetland. The Lake Superior Binational Program has identified the 
Bibon Swamp State Natural Area as habitat imp0l1ant to the integrity oflhe Lake Superior ecosystem. The 
White River ('ontinues to flow in an easterly direction into Ashland County and into the DepartmentnHl I)aged 
White River Wildlife Area, which protects forest habitat and fisheries. The river drains into Ihe Bad River­
Kakagon Slough:'), a very large estuarine wetland complex located in northern Ashland County on the Lake 
Superior coast. As transition zones between land and water, coastal wet lands arc onen rich in species diversity 
and provide critical habitat for migratory and nesting birds, spawning fish, and rare plants. 

The propclty includes about Yz-mile of White River frontage and is primarily upland mixed hardwoods and some 
stands ofcedal' and hemlock . The Conservancy has maintained the property fo)' public use with land 
IlHlnagement and monitoring activities conducted by the Wild Rivers Chapter of Trout Unlimited. 

The Department recommends acquisition of the 27.0-acre tract to provide public access to the land and river. 
protect the water resources of the propClty and associated habitat, permit fishery management and other natural 
resource activities and consolidate state ownership fOl' the White River Fishery Area. 

3. FINANCING: 

No funding is required for this transaction , 

4. ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE WHITE RIVER FISHERY AREA-BAYFIELD: 

l'stablished: 1961 
Acres Purchased to Date : 3,860.44 
Aeguisition Goal: 10,754.00 
Percent Complete: 35.9% 
Cost to Date: $1 ,576,906.00 
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