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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM Item No. __ 3_,_B_,_7 ___ _ 

SUBJECT: LAND DONATION ·ICE AGE TRAIL- WASHINGTON COUNTY 

FOR: FEBlWAI{Y 2010 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

SUMMARY: The Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation, Inc. has offered to donate 108.52 acres ofland for the Ice Age Trail in 
Washington County. 

The property is located in the Town of Polk adjacent to the Village of Slinger, a community that is experiencing substantial growth. 
The Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation property contains significant geological features. It lies to the west of tile former 
Henzelmann parcel that was donated by CLCF to the Department in 2005. The parcel lies within the Mid,Kettie Moraine Corridor, an 
area identified as a priority acquisition area in the Stewardship legislation, and is pal1 of the "Polk Kames," a system of dramatic 
topographic re lief features created by receding glaciers. The property was acquired in 2008 by the Cedar Lakes Conservation 
Foundation with assistance from Federal Land and Water Conservation and Stewardship grants with understanding in the grant 
agreement that the Foundation could trails fer the land to the Department or another public agency. 

In 1987, the Wisconsin Legislature passed legislation that established the Ice Age State Scenic Trail as a state project and directed the 
Department to develop a trail to promote public awareness and appreciation of Wisconsin's glacial heritage, to preserve and protect 
significant glacial features and other nannal and cultural features associated with the period of glaciation, and to provide a continuous 
ofT-road trail for recreational use. The Ice Age Trail is a cooperative project with the U.S. Park Service, the Ice Age Trail Alliance 
and its various volunteer groups around the state, and some counties through, which the trail passes. The trail, when completed, will 
run through much of Wisconsin fi'om Door County south through the Kettle Moraine to lanesville and then north through Devil's Lake 
State Park to northwestern Wisconsin. Segments of the trail have been developed in several locations. Management, development 
and maintenance will be shared between the Department and the Ice Age Trail Alliance. 

In 1996, the Nat\ll'al Resources Board approved the Washiugton Count)' Icc Age Tra il corridor. The "Polk Kames," found in the 
Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation property, are within this approved acquisition boundary and will protect the unique geological 
and natural features of the property. The property will provide a critical corridor for the establishment of a segment of the Ice Age 
Trail corridor for public recreation. Polk Kames will serve as a scenic recreational location with exceptional geologic features. After 
this donation, the Depm1ment will own 414 acres at this location. 

Acceptance of the Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation property will protect the scenic vistas in the area, provide opportunities for 
public recreation including the establishment and maintenance ofa portion of the Ice Age Trail and allow natural resource management. 

RECOMMENDATION : That the Board accept the donation of 108.52 acres ofland for the Icc Age Trail program, that a ce.1ificate 
of appreciation be sent to the donor and that an expression ofappreciatioll be made a part of the official records of the Nann·al 
Resources Board. 
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State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCEIMEMORANDUM 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

January 25, 2010 

Natural Resources Board 

MattheWJ.~ 

FILE REF: PR 40070 

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donation, Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation, Inc. Tract, 
File # PR 40070 

I. PARCEL DESCRJPTION: 

Ice Age Trail 
Washington County 

Grantor: 

Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation 
c/o Geoff Maclay 
5555 North Port Washington Road, Suite 210 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 

Acres: 108.52 
Price: Gift 
Appraised Value: $2,000,000 for purposes of Stewardship Grant 
Interest: Fee Title Donation 
Improvements: Old farmhouse and agricultural outbuildings that do not contribute to market value of the propeliy. 
Location: The tract is located in south-central Washington County in the Town of Polk adjacent to Slinger. 
Land Description: The subject land is rolling, primarily upland woods and field. 

Covertype Breakdown: Type: 

Agricultural Land 
Woodlands 
TOTAL: 

Acreage: 

60.00 
48.52 

108.52 

Tenure: The Foundation acquired the land in 2008 from Mr. Zuern for $2,350,000. 
Zoning: Agriculture 
Present Use: Recreation 
Proposed Use: Resource Protection and Public Recreation 
Agreement Date: January 14,2010 
Stewardship Land Access: This propel1y will be part of the "Polk Kames" State Ice Age Trail propel1y and upon 
purchase will be open for hiking, cross-country skiing and fishing (although there is no fishable water on the area). 
It will be closed to trapping due to being pali of the state park system. Hunting may occur on this property upon 
approval of an administrative for state ice age properties regarding hunting. This propel1y may be open for gun 
deer, late season archery and several turkey hunting periods. Hunting opportunities will be evaluated that are 
compatible with the primary purpose of this area as a high quality hiking destination. 

2. JUSTIFICATION: 

The Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation (CLCF) is proposing to donate 108.52 acres ofpropel1y for the 
Ice Age Trail. The property is located in the Town of Polk in Washington County adjacent to the Village 
of Slinger, a community that is experiencing substantial grO\\1h. The Cedar Lakes Conservation 
Foundation property contains significant geological features. It lies to the west of the former Henzelmann 
parcel that was donated by CLCF to the Depariment in 2005. The parcel lies within the Mid-Kettle 
Moraine Corridor, an area identified as a priority acquisition area in the Stewardship legislation, and is pari 
of the "Polk Kames," a system of dramatic topographic relief features created by receding glaciers. The 



-2-

property was acquired by the Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation pmily with a Stewardship grant with 
understanding in the grant agreement that the Foundation could transfer the land to the Department or 
another public agency and maintain the conservation management plan of the Stewardship grant agreement. 

In 1987, the Wisconsin Legislature passed legislation that established the Ice Age State Scenic Trail as a 
state project and directed the Depcu1mcnt to develop a trail to promote public awareness and appreciation of 
Wi.scons in's glacial heritage, to preserve and protect significant glacial features nnd other natural and 
cultural features associated with the period of glaciation, and to provide a continuous off-road trail for 
recreational use. The Ice Age Trail is a cooperative project with the U.S. Park Service, the Ice Age Trail 
Alliance and its various volunteer groups around the state, and some counties through which the trail 
passes. The trail, when completed, will run through much of Wisconsin from Door COllnty south through 
the Kettle Moraine to Janesville and then 1l0l1h through DcviPs Lake State Park to northwestern Wisconsin. 
Segments orthe trail have been developed in severallocatiolls. Management, development and 
maintenance will be shared between the Department and the Ice Age Trail Alliance. 

In 1996, the Natmal Resources Board approved the Washington Couuty Ice Age Trail corridor. The "Polk 
Kames," found in the Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation property, are within this approved acquisition 
boundary and will protect the unique geological and natural features or the property. The property will 
provide a critical cOITidor for the establishment ofa segment of the Ice Age Trail corridor for public 
recreation. In 2005, tho Board approved a department report about the Mid-Kettle Moraine. The report 
called for land protection at Polk Kames on about 400 acres. With this parcel, the Department will own 
414 acres at this location . 

The Departmcnt recommends acccptance of the Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation property to protect 
the scenic vistas in the area, to provide opportunities for public recreation including the esl.ablishment and 
maintenance ofa portion of the Icc Age Trail and to allow natural resource management. 

3. FINANCING: 

No funding is required for this transaction. The Foundation acquired this parcel with a Stewardship grant 
of $907 ,000, federal LA WeON of$350,OOO and private donations. 

4. ACOUISITION STATUS or THE ICE AGE TRAIL: 

Established: 1988 
Acres Purchascd to Date: 7,246.88 
Acquisition Goal: 9,673.00 acres 
Percent Complete: 74.92% 
Cost to Date: $12,457,154.22 
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Acknowledgment Of Gift 

This is to certify that at its February 20 I 0 meeting, the Natural Resources 
Board gratefully accepted a gift of 108.52 acres of land in Washington County for 
the Ice Age Trail from 

CEDAR LAKES CONSERVATION 
FOUNDATION, INC. 

It is significant that organizations such as yours are interested in helping 
protect Wisconsin's natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end. 

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the Natural 
Resources Board. We present this celtificate of sincere appreciation on behalf of 
present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity. 

Nall/ral Resol/rces Board 

Jonathan P. Ela, CHAIR 








