


CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

November 11, 2010 FILE REF: WR 70040

Natural Resources Board

Matthew ] PIW ?.

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donation, Dane County Tract, File WR 70040

1,

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Lower Wisconsin State Riverway
Dane County

Grantor:

Natural Heritage Land Trust

c/o0 Jim Welsh, Executive Director
303 South Paterson Street, Suite 6
Madison, W1 53703

Acres: 40.2
Price: Gifi of land
Interest: Fee title donation

Improvements: None
Location: The property is located in northwestern Dane County about one mile north of Mazomanie, seven

miles southwest of Sauk City and 16 miles northwest of the City of Madison in the Town of Mazomanie,

Land Description: The subject fand is fairly level to gently rolling.

Covertype Breakdown: Type: Acreage:

Water/Pond 0.6
Grassland 19.0
Floodplain Forest/Lowland Woods  20.6
TOTAL 40.2

Present Use: Resource protection and recreation

Proposed Use: Resource Protection and Public Outdoor Recreation

Tenure: The Natural Heritage Land Trust acquired the parcel in December 2009
Agreement Date: November 4, 2010

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature-based outdoor recreational
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking, and cross-country skiing.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Natural Heritage Land Trust has offered to donate 40.2 acres to the Department for the Lower
Wisconsin State Riverway. Presently, the parcel falls outside of the project boundary and is located in the
Town of Mazomanie in northwestern Dane county about a mile north of Mazomanie. The parcel includes
11 acres of floodplain forest and adjoins public land to the north and west. Approximately 240 acres of
County lands abul the parcel to the east. Acquisition of the parcel will protect the scenic and natural values
of the area in addition to providing opportunities for public recreation and habitat management and
consolidation of public tand ownership. The Department also recommends that the property be added to
the project boundary to block with additional public lands to the east.
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The property is a mix of botlomband hardwoods and grasslands in the floodplain of the Wisconsin River,
The area is part of the Mazomanie Bottoms Natural Area, a large area of Wisconsin River floodplain forest
dissected by old river channels that are dry except during periodic floods, The forest harbors thousands of
migrating birds. Nesting birds include uncommon species such as warbiers, winter wren, and brown
creeper. The site has a large woodpecker population and is used in winter by bald eagles. Mazomanie
Boftoms was designated a State Natural Area in 1978,

The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway was formed by combining nine existing wildlife areas along the
Wisconsin River between Prairie du Chien and Sauk City as well as some additional fands to close
separations between the wildlife area boundaries. The goals of the project are to protect scenic lands along
the river, enhance wildlife habitat and to meet the recreational the needs of the public, A cooperative effort
between citizens, environmental groups, elected officials and the Department ended successfully with the
passage of the law establishing the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway and the Lower Wisconsin State
Riverway Board about 20 years ago.

The Department recommends accepting the 40.2-acre parcel to provide opportunities for public recreation,
to attow natural resource management, to consolidate stafe ownership, to prevent development
incompatible with the goals of the project, and to preserve the natural condition of the Lower Wisconsin
Riverway. Ifthis transaction is approved by the Natural Resources Board, the Department will add these
{ands to the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway project boundary:,

FINANCING:

No funding is required for this donation to the Department. NHLT acquired the parcel under grant
#HA2-141 for $315,800. NAWCA contributed $51,4 10 with the balance of the cost being a Stewardship
grant.

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE LOWER WISCONSIN STATE RIVERWAY:

Established: 1989
Acres Purchased to Date: 49,497.24
Acquisition Goal: 78,855.0 Acres

Percent Complete: 62.77%
Cost to Date: $24,0065,918.06
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Acknowledgment of Gift

This is to certify that at its December 2010 meeting, the Natural Resources
Board gratefully aceepied a gift of 40.2 acres of land in Dane County for the
Lower Wisconsin State Riverway/Mazomanie Bottoms State Natural Area from

THE NATURAL HERITAGE
LAND TRUST

It is significant that individuals such as you are interested in helping proteet
Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the Natural
Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on behalf of
present and future generations fo thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity.

Natural Resources Board

Jonathan P. Ela, CHAIR













