


CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

State of Wisconsin

DATE: November 5, 2010 FILE REF: WM 60120
TO: Natural Resources Board

FROM: Matthew W ?

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donation, Pheasants Forever Inc. Tract, File # WM 60120

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Statewide Wildlife Habitat
Dunn County

Grantor:

Pheasant Forever, Inc,

c/o Dan Prestebak

390 Red Cedar Street, Suite C
Menomonie, Wi 54751

Acres:; 40.0
Price: Gift
Appraised Value: $100,000

Improvements: None

Location: The tract is located in Dunn County six miles southeast of Menomonie.

Land Description: The subject land is level to gently rolling

Covertype Breakdown: Type: Acreage:
Grass 28.3
Wetland 117
TOTAL: 40.0

Zoning: No Comprehensive Zoning

Present Use: Wildlife Habitat

Proposed Use: Wildtife Habitat and Public Outdoor Recreation
Tenure: 3 years; purchased in 2007 for $100,000 using a federal grant.
Option Date: October 21, 2010

Stewardship Land Access; This property will be open to the public for all nature-based outdoor recreational
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking, and cross-country skiing.

JUSTIFICATION:

Pheasants Forever, [nc. (PF) offered to donate 40.0 acres of land for the Statewide Wildlife Habitat in Dunn
County to the Department. The property is location in Dunn County, in the Town of Spring Brook about
four miles southeast of the City of Menomonie. The parcel was purchased by PF using funding provided
Ly the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service, North American Wetlands Conservation Act Grant (NAWCA). The
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grant requires that this parcel be managed for ring-necked pheasant and other wildlife. Acquisition of this '
parcel will provide more opportunities for public recreation, including hiking and bird watching.

The Statewide Wildlife Habitat Area program was established in 1991 to acquire, protect, and develop
important habitat for pheasants, waterfow! and other speeies. In addition the criteria based program
provides opportunities for public recreation such as hunting, hiking, bird watching, etc..

The preposed donation lies in the Town of Spring Brook approximately six miles southeast of the City of
Menomonie. This parcel is 40 acres in size and consists mostly of restored prairie. There is aiso a restored
wetland on the south end of the parcel bisected by the property line. While this parcel is pait of the
Statewide Wildlife Habitat Area, this property also lies entirely within the Muddy Creek Wild Pheasant
Management Area, an area that was stocked with wild Jilin pheasants in the early 1990's, The parcel is less
than a half-mile from Muddy Creek and just a quarter-mile north of a 40-acre parcel donated to the
Department by Pheasants Forever in 2002,

Since PF acquired the property, the Department and PF have worked cooperatively to resiore the
agricubtural lands to the warm season prairie that currently exists. Future management will consist of
occasional prescribed burning and mowing o maintain the prairie, The acceptance of this donation is
important because management of this parcel will improve the overall pheasant habitat in the area. The
parcel provides important grassiand cover just outside of the roughly 4000-acre Muddy Creck Wildlife
Area, confributing to the grassland habitat matrix that is so important to grassland songbird species. Lastly,
acquisition of the property will increase recreational opportunities in this area as the 40-acre subject will be
open to all forms of hunting and trapping,

The Deparniment recommends acceptance of the donation of the PF tract to provide more opportunities for
public recreation, inctuding hiking and bird watching as well as protect and enhance wildlife habitat.

FINANCING:
No funding is required for tbis transaction.

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE STATEWIDE WILDLIFE HABITAT AREA:

Established: 1991

Acres Purchased 1o Date: 3,960,38
Acquisition Goal: 6,000.0 Acre
Percent Complete: 66.01%

Cost to Date: $2,502,393.00

APPRAISAL:

Appraiser: Fred Radichel
Valuation Date: January 19, 2008

Appraised Value: $100,000
Hishest and Best Use: Residential or Recreation

Allocation of Values:

a. land: 40 acres @ $2,500/acre: $100,000
b. market data approach used, four comparable sales cited
c. adjusted value range: $2,500 to 83,122 per acre

Comment: the appraisal report was prepared for Pheasants Forever for grant purposes.
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Acknowledgment of Gift

This is to certify that at its December 2010 meeting, the Natural Resources
Board gratefully accepted a gift of 40 acres of land in Dunn County for the
Statewide Wildlife Habitat Area from

PHEASANTS FOREVER, INC.

It is significant that organizations such as yours are interested in helping
protect Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the
Natural Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on
behalf of present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and
generosity.

Natural Resources Board

Jonathan P. Ela, CHAIR













