


CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

May 26, 2010 FILE REF: WM 60094

Natural Resources Board

SUBJECT: Proposed ¥and Donation, Columbia County Tract, File # WM 60094

1.

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Pine Island Wildlife Area
Columbia County

Grantor:

Columbia County
c¢/o Robert Westby
400 DeWitt Street
Portage, W1 53901

Acres: 0.50

Price: Gift

Interest: Fee title donation
Improvements: None

Location: The tract is located in Columbia County about three miles west of the City of Portage in the
Town of Caledonia,

Land Description: The subject land is level lowland.

Covertype Breakdown: Type: Acreage:

Building Site 0.50

Zoning: Residential

Present Use: Restored green space; improvements removed and future development restricted
Proposed Use: Wildlife Management and Public Recreation

Tenure: Owned by the county for nine months

Option Date: May 10, 2010

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature-based outdoor recreational
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross-country skiing.

JUSTIFICATION:

Columbia County has offered to donate 0.50-acre of land for the Pine Island Wildlife Area in Columbia
County to the Department. The property owned by David Dell was acquired by Columbia County using a
Community Development Block Grant administered by the Wisconsin Department of Commerce. The
parcel is within the project boundary and surrounded by department ownership.

Pine Island Wildlife Area was created in 1952 with an acreage goal of 5,700 acres. It lies in the floodplain
of the Wisconsin River and the Baraboo River, and includes several islands of the Wisconsin River. Pine
Island Wildlife Area is home to many endangered species of reptile, bird, and insect, as well as many more
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commonly seen animals, such as whitetail deer and wild turkey. It is a large wetland complex with upland
savannas and wooded habitat, It was recently established as an Important Bird Area (IBA) because of its

extensive grasslands.

The 0.50-acre Columbia County property is a former home site in a floodplain, Celumbia County acquired
the property through a Community Block Grant after the Department’s application for a Hazard Mitigation
Grant through Emergency Management was denied. The property was frequently flooded,

Columbia County removed the buildings as part of the grant process. Accepting the donation of this
property will provide for wildlife management, recreational opportunities and consolidation of state
ownership in the area. The property will provide good habitat for deer, furbearing animals such as mink,
beaver, muskrat, otter, and raccoon as well as sandhill cranes, Great Blue herons, ducks, geese, wild turkey,
ruffed grouse, pheasant, numerous species of songbirds, and raptors.

The Department recommends acceptance of the Columbia County property to provide for wildlife
management, recreational opporfunities and conselidation of state ownership in the area. This parcel will
provide additional public use benefits especially for hunting, trapping, and general wildlife observation,

3. FINANCING:

No funding is required for this transaction,

4. ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE PINE ISLAND WILDLIFE AREA.

Established: 1952
Acres Purchased (o Date: 5,266.46
Acquisition Goal: 5,698.84 Acres

Percent Complete; 92.41%
Cost to Date: $1,018,411.99
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Acknowledgment of Gift

This is to certify that at its August 2010 meeting, the Natural Resources Board
gratefully accepted a gift of 0.50-acre of land in Columbia County for the Pine
Island Wildlife Area from

COLUMBIA COUNTY

It is significant that the county is interested in helping protect Wisconsin’s
natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the Natural
Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on behalf of
present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity.

Natural Resources Board

Jonathan P, Ela, CHAIR















