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NATU RAL RESO URCES BOA RD AGEN DA ITEM Item No. ____ _ _ _ 

SU llJECT: LAND DONAT ION AND PROJECT BOUNDARY MOD IFICATION - GREEN BAY WEST SHORES 
WILDL IFE AREA - MARI NETTE COUNTY 

FO R: APRI L 20 10 BOA RD MEET ING 

TO BE PR ESENTE D BY: Richard Sterres 

SUMMA RY: The Peshtigo Harbor Development Company has orrered to donate 0.24 -acre orland for the Green Bay West Shores 
Wildlire Arca in Marinette COllnty. 

The parcel is located in the Town of Peshtigo in eastern Marinette COllnty about nine miles south of the City of 
Marinette. The parcel adjoins state-owned lands to the north and south. The property is outside the project boundlll)' 
and is one ormany small parcels that the project boundary excluded due to planned development. Acquisition orthe 
Peshtigo Harbor Development Company property would provide a connection from a narrow waterfront department 
ownership to Harbor Road. Addit ionally, acquisition orthis tract would protect fish and wildlire habitat, allow for 
wildlife and fishel), management, provide opportunities for public recreation and consolid.ate state ownership. 

The Green Oay West Shores Wildlire Area was established in 1962 and is located on the west shore ofthe bay, north 
orthe City of Green Bay. The project encompasses selected shorelands and adjaceut wetlands along 42 miles or 
shoreline between the cit ies of Green Bay and Marinette. The area is lIscd by a variety of wild life including deeI', 
waterfowl, woodcock, grouse, wading birds, shorebirds, wetland song birds, and rare wildlife stich as the Forster's 
terns, common terns, and bald eagles. The project is managed primarily for public hunting and waterfowl production. 
Secondary goals are to provide for fishing, trapping. boating. swimming. camping, and outdoor educationa l 
opportunities. Portions of the project are popular for cross-country skiing and snowmobiling. Public ownership of the 
project will protect the shoreline and wetlands from incompatible development. 

Acceptance ofdonatioll of this parcel will enhance recreational opportunities, improve habitat for fish and wildlife and 
consolidate state ownership. The coastal marshes along this stretch of the Green Bay shoreline provide important 
forage and nurser)' habitat for fish and wi ldlife species and this addition to State ownership wi ll enhance protection of 
this habitat . 

RECO MM ENDATI ON: That the Ooard accept the donation orO.24 -acreorland for the Green Bay West Shores Wildlire Area 
program, that a certificate of appreciation be sent to the donor and that an expression of appreciation be 
made a part of the official records of the Natural Resources Board. In addition, that the Board approve 
modification of the project boundary to include this and the adjoining state-owned parcel. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No IZI Fiscal Estimate Required 
No ~ Environmental Assessmcnt of Impact Statement Required 
No 0 Background Memo 

APPROVED: 
{ 

cc: S. Miller LF/6 
R. Sterfes - LF/6 
L. Ross - AD/8 
T. Hauge - II'M/6 
R. Kazmierczak - NERIGrecn Bay 

Yes 0 Attached 
Yes 0 Attached 
Yes IZI Attached 

Date 

Date 

Date 



State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 

DATE: March 22, 20 I 0 FILE REF: WM 60082 

TO: Natural Resources Board 

FROM: Matthew JJY'~ . 
SUBJECT: ProposeaLand Donation, Peshtigo Harbor Development Company Tract, File WM 60082 

I. PARCEL DESCRIPTION: 

Green Bay West Shores Wildlife Area 
Marinette County 

Grantor: 

Peshtigo Harbor Development Company 
ATTN: Theodore Thompson 
P.O. Box 135 
Homer, NY 13077 

Acres: 0.24 
Price: Gift 
Interest: Fee title purchase 
Improvements: None 

Location: The tract is located in the Town of Peshtigo in eastern Marinette County about nine miles south 
of the City of Marinette. 

Land Description: The subject land is level. 

Covertypc Breakdown: 

Present Use: Recreation 
Zoning: Unrestricted district 

Type: 

Brush 

Proposed Use: Resource protection and public recreation 
Tenure: More than 40 years 
Option Date: February 25, 2010 

Acreage: 

0.24 

Stewardship Land Access: This propel1y will be open to the public for all nature-based outdoor recreational 
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross-countl), skiing. 

2. JUSTIFICATION: 

The Depmtment proposes to accept a donation of a 0.24-acre tract of land from the Peshtigo Harbor 
Development Company for the Green Bay West Shores Wildlife Area. The tract is located in the Town of 
Peshtigo in eastern Marinette County about nine miles south of the City of Marinette and adjoins 
state-owned lands to the north and south. The property is outside the project boundary and is one of many 
small parcels that the project bound",)' excluded due to planned residential development. Acquisition of 
the Peshtigo Harbor Dcvelopment Company property would provide a connection from existing department 
ownership to Harbor Road. Additionally, acquisition of this tract would protect fish and wildlife habitat, 
allow for wildlifc and fishel), management, provide opportunities for public recreation and consolidatc state 
ownership. 
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The Green Ba)' West Shores Wildlife Area was established in 1962 and is located on the west shore of the 
bay, north orthe City of Green Bay. The project encompasses selected shorclands and adjacent wetlands 
along 42 miles of shoreline between the cities of Green Bay and Marinette. The area is used by a variety of 
wildlife including deer, waterfowl, woodcock, grouse, wading birds, shorebirds, wetland song birds, and 
nue wildlife such as the Forster's terns, common terns, and bald eagles. The project is managed primarily 
for public hunting and waterfowl production. Secondm)1 goals are to provide for fishing, trapping, boating, 
swimming, camping, and outdoor educational oPP0l1unities. Portions of the project are popular for 
cross-country skiing and snowmobiling. Public ownership of the project will protect the shoreline and 
wetlands from incompa.tible development. 

The Depmtment recommends acceptance of this parcel to enhance recreational opportunities, improve 
habitat for fish and wildlife and consolidate state ownership. The coastal marshes along this stretch orllle 
Green [Jay shoreline provide impol1ant forage and nursery habitat for fish and wildlife species and this 
addition to state ownership will enhance protection of this habitat. 

3. FINANCING: 

No funding is require~ for this transaction. 

4. ACOUISITION STATUS OF THE GREEN BA Y WliS'!' SHORES WILDLIFE AREA: 

Established: 1962 
Acres Purchased to Date: 8,378.04 
Acquisition Goal: 13,933.00 Acres 
Percent Complete: 60.13% 
Cost to Date: $3,165,291.75 

RECOMMENDED: 
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Acknowledgment Of Gift 

This is to certify that at its April 20 I 0 meeting, the Natlll'al Resources Board 
gratefully accepted a gift of 0.24 acres of land in Marinette County for the Green 
Bay West Shores Wildlife Area from 

PESHTIGO HARBOR 
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 

It is significant that organizations such as yours are interested in helping 
protect Wisconsin's natlll'al heritage and contribute materially toward this encl. 

An expression of Olll' appreciation is a part of the official records of the Natlll'al 
Resolll'ces Board. We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on behalf of 
present and futlll'e generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity. 

Na/liral Resources Board 

Jonathan P. Ela, CHAIRMAN 








