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SUBJECT: LAND TRANSFER - BIG MUSKEGO LAKE WILDLIFE AREA - WAUKESHA COUNTY
FOR: DECEMBER 2007 BOARD MEETING
TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes

SUMMARY:  The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (W] DOT) has proposed to transfer 137.59 acres of land to the
Department for the Big Muskego Lake Wildlife Area in Waukesha County. The property was purchased by
WIDOT in 1994 for a wetland mitigation site for its STH 36 reconstruction project. As part of this transfer,
WIDOT will place some restrictive covenants on the property to ensure the goals of the Wetland Mitigation
Program are recognized in perpetuity.

The Big Muskego Lake Wildlife Area surrounds the 2,073-acre Big Muskego Lake and encompasses wetlands,
upland grasslands, woodlands and agricultural areas. The majority of the 3,800-acre project area 1s located in the
City of Muskego in Waukesha County and extends into northern Racine and western Milwaukee counties. Big
Muskego Lake and surrounding wetlands comprise a unique shallow lake-wetland complex in the midst of a
rapidly developing urban area. The lake receives heavy use by anglers and waterfowl hunters, and wildlife
viewing in this area is on the increase. Acquisition of recreational lands in the heavily populated southeast part of
the state is a priority for the Department.

The 137.59-acre parcel, will contribute to the Department’s goal of creating wildlife habitat and providing public
open space around Big Muskego Lake. The WI DOT property lies entirely within the 2,800-acre Big Muskego
Lake Wildlife Area project on an associated prairie pothole pond. The property has more than 9.180 feet of water
frontage; the entire perimeter of the 2.5-acre prairic pothole and four agriculture ditches through the property.
Acquisition will provide about 30 acres of quality restored grassland habitat, 37 acres of woods. 62 acres of
wetland, 6 acres of brush, and the 2.5-acre prairie pothole.

Acceptance of this transfer will provide wildlife management, protect the shoreline and water quality, provide

opportunities for public recreation in a heavily populated area of the state and protect the natural values of the
property from the impacts of development incompatible with the goals of the project

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approves the transfer of 137.59 acres of land for the Big Muskego Lake Wildlife Area in
Waukesha County.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No X Fiscal Estimate Required Yes [] Attached

No[X] Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes [] Attached

No [] Background Memo Yes ] Attached
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

State of Wisconsin

DATE: October 16, 2007 FILE REF: W-1731
TO: Natural Resources Board
1. OV h ew ] Frs 4
FROM: Matthew J. Fraglff 7
SUBJECT: Proposed Land Transfer. W1 Dept. of Transportation Tract, File # W-1731.
l. PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Big Muskego Lake Wildlife Area

Waukesha County

Grantor:

[§°]

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
c/o Brett Vreeke

141 NW Barstow Street

Waukesha. W1 53187

Acres: 137.59

Price: S1.00
Appraised Value: None

Interest: Transfer in fee, subject to restrictive covenants protecting it as a wetland mitigation site

Improvements: None

Location: The tract is located in southeastern Waukesha County in the City of Muskego.
Land Description: The subject area is fairly level to gently rolling.

Water: There are 7.580 feet of frontage on several agriculture ditches and 1,600 feet on a prairie pothole.

Covertype Breakdown: Type Acreage
Wooded Lowland 7.0
Wooded Upland 20.0
Wetland 61.5
Grassland 30.59
Brush 6.0
Water 2.5
TOTAL 137.59

Zoning: Agriculture/Recreation

Present Use: Wetland Mitigation

Proposed Use: Resource protection and public recreation
Property Taxes: exempt

Option Date: April 26, 2007

Lenure: DOT acquired the land in 1994 at a cost of $351.500.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Wisconsin Departnient of Transportation (W[ DOT) has proposed to transfer 137.39 acres of land to
the Department for the Big Muskego Lake Wildlife Area in Waukesha County. The property was
purchased by WI DOT in 1994 for a wetland mitigation site for its STH 36 reconstruction project. As part

of this transfer. WI DOT will place some restrictive covenants on the property to ensure the goals of the y <
Wetland Mitigation Program are recognized in perpetuity. The 137.59-acre property has very diverse ‘
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habitat ranging from wetlands to high-quality oak woods. WI DOT has completed several restoration
projects on the site in addition to management efforts such as prescribed burns.

The Big Muskego Lake Wildlife Area surrounds the 2.073-acre Big Muskego Lake and encompasses
wetlands. upland grasslands. woodlands and agricultural areas. The majority of the 3.800-acre project area
i1s located in the City of Muskego in Waukesha County and extends into northern Racine and western
Milwaukee counties. Big Muskego Lake and surrounding wetlands comprise a unique shallow
lake-wetland complex in the midst of a rapidly developing urban area. The lake receives heavy use by
anglers and waterfowl hunters. and wildlife viewing in this area is on the increase. Acquisition of

tecreational lands in the heavily populated southeast part of the state is a priority for the Department.

The 137.59-acre parcel, located in southeastern Waukesha County in the City of Muskego, will contribute
to the Department’s goal of creating wildlife habitat and providing public open space around Big Muskego
Lake. The WIDOT property lies entirely within the 3.800-acre Big Muskego Lake Wildlife Area project
and includes a prairie pothole pond. The property has more than 9.180 feet of water frontage; the entire
perimeter of the prairie pothole and four agriculture ditches through the property. Acquisition will provide
about 30 acres of quality restored grassland habitat. 37 acres of woods, 62 acres of wetland, 6 acres of
brush, and the 2.5-acre prairie pothole. With most of the development work already complete: i.e.. gravel
access road. surveys. wetland and grassland restorations, only minor enhancements to the habitat and
boundary posting are the remaining work activities left to the Department once the transfer is final,

Acceptance of this transfer will provide wildlife management, protect the water quality, provide
opportunities for public recreation in a heavily populated, and rapidly urbanizing area of the state and
protect the natural values of the property from the impacts of development incompatible with the goals of
the project.

FINANCING:

No funding is needed for this transfer.

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE BIG MUSKEGO LAKE WILDLIEE AREA:

Established: 1999
Acres Purchased to Date: 287.66
Acquisition Goal: 3.800.0 Acres

Percent Complete: 7.6%
Cost to Date: $1.148.024

APPRAISALS: N/A

RECOMMENDED:

Richard E. Steffes R Date
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