
Wisconsin Forestry Facts:
DNR Service to Private Landowners

Source: National Woodland Owners Survey

Why Dnr? 
Studies show that 64 percent of the 
people who own 57 percent of the 
Wisconsin’s private forested acres turn 
to the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources for advice.
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Each year DNR Foresters 
provide technical assistance to 
more than 8,000 landowners, 
including 2,000 new contacts.

The DNR provides critical 
support to private landowners 
by providing the expertise 
of ecologists, forest health 
specialists, hydrologists, 
biologists, economists and 
forest products and technical 
experts.

number oF lanDoWner assists

Wisconsin 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

0 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000 14,000 
DNR Cooperator Source: Wisconsin DNR

Source: U.S. Forest Service

Wisconsinminnesota michigan

acres oF Family Forest With a Forest management plan

3,576,589 
37% 

6,197,990 
63% 

Without 

With 

609,707 
10% 

5,375,624 
90% 

Without 
With 357,302 

4% 
8,764,274 

96% 

Without 
With 



ContaCt:
Jim Warren
608-264-8990
JamesK.Warren@wisconsin.gov

Acres enrolled in the Managed Forest 
Law program ensure continuous 
supply from private lands now 
and 25 to 50 years from now.
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From 2003 to 2008, DNR eliminated a 
backlog in past due Managed Forest 
Law mandatory practices that had 
developed in 1990s as a result of 
DNR time being consumed with just 
writing management plans for new MFL 
enrollments.
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Dnr ensures timber supply From private lanDs
As harvesting from industry owned land has decreased, DNR efforts focused on family 
forests have become even more important in ensuring continuous timber supply. 

57 percent of 
Wisconsin’s  
forested land is 
owned by individuals 
and families.

mFl completeD timber sales
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helping cooperating Foresters 
DNR supports development of programs to 
increase capacity of private cooperating foresters 
to provide services to private landowners. DNR 
foresters provide landowners with services that are 
not economically viable for cooperating foresters.


