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subject’s uplands, thus, increasing the brood and nesting success of birds. Along the east side of the
property is a complex of forested wetlands, Further to the cast is Pine Lake, Pine Lake has protected
shoreland via easements through the West Wisconsin Land Trust. The lake offers good brood-rearing
habitat for waterfowl. The connected complex of wetlands and uplands of Casey Lake, the Bliss/Potts
property, the forested wetlands and Pine Lake creates a vital association of nesting complexes in this area.

The Western Prairie Habitat Restoration Area project was established in 1999 and encompasses

350,000 acres within 135 townships in St. Croix and Polk Counties, The acreage goal of 15,000 acres will
permanently protect approximately 10% of the historic grassland acreage within the project. The project
area includes prairie remnants from one of the largest prairies found in the state along with a mix of
grasslands, potholes and marshes that are extremely conducive to pheasant and waterfowl production. The
farge, landscape scope of the project is based upon comprehensive research of biodiversity and ecosystem
management practices, Restoration of viable grasslands and wetlands to provide habitat for waterfowl,
pheasants and grassland birds is the primary objective of the WPHRA project. The intent is to widely
scatter suitable habitat throughout the ares, rather than concentrating the habitat in one place. Reductions
in habitat quality and quantity because of land use changes have contributed to the decline of grassland
nesting wildlife populations. In addition, wetland loss or degradation has been an important facior in the
decline of many wetland wildlife species. Ten species of birds known to occur in this area are state-listed
as endangered or threatened and 19 species are listed as special concern.

The state, local units of government and non-profit conservation organizations cwrently own
approximately 5,000 acres within the project boundary. These groups will continue to partner with the

Department to purchase land and ultimately achieve the habitat protection and restoration goals for the
project.

The Department recommends acquisition of the 155-acre parcel to conselidate state ownership, to provide
additional recreational opportunities, and to allow habitat restoration and management of the area for
wildlife in conjunction with the Western Prairie Habitat Restoration Area project.
FINANCING:
State Stewardship bend funds are anticipated:
Funds allotted to Wildlife program (FY 10): Balance after proposed transaction:
$5,300,000 $1,110,357

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE WESTERN PRAIRIE HABITAT RESTORATION:

Established: 1999
Acres Purchased to Date: 1,065.38

Acquisition Goal: 15,000.00

Percent Complete: 7.10%
Cost to Date: §1,866,826.00

APPRAISAL:

Appraiser: Michael Augustyn

Yaluation Date: April 23, 2009

Appraised Value: $465,000,00

Highest and Best Use: Agriculture with rural residential as ancillary focus

Allocation of Values:

a. land: 155 acres (@ $3,000 per acre: $465,000
b. market data approach used, three comparable sales cited
c. adjusted value range: $2,869 to $3,206 per acre

Appraisal Review: Peter Wolter - June 18, 2009
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Comment: A second appraisal report was done by Norby and Associates. That firm estimated value at
$543,000. The Augustyn report was considered the better indicator of value and its value was
used for negotiations.
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Richard E. Steffes Date

&/25/09

ureau oW Legal Services

aurie Osterndorf

RES:dv















	3B4 green



