





JUSTIFICATION:

The Department is proposing fo acquire 399.02 acres from the Aldo Leopold Foundation, Inc. (ALF) in
Sauk County in the Town of Greenfield. The property is within the Baraboo Hills State Recreation Area
and a key parcel for the Ice Age National Scenic Trail. 1t adjoins U.S. Fish and Wildlife property on its
northwest corner.

The property is on the north slope of the southern range of the Baraboo Hills. It provides outstanding
views to the North Baraboo Range, the Narrows, and Pine Bluff. It includes about 340 acres of wooded
bluff land, 40 acres of former fields that have been planted to hardwoods and several old apple orchards
and prairies. There is about 2/3-mile of frontage on Boulder Creek, a Class | brook trout stream, and
another %-mile on a smaller unnamed intermittent stream. There are some areas of very large timber. The
stream valley is rocky and steep-sided and similar in nature to Baxter’s Hollow and other Baraboo Hills
stream valleys, but not as dramatic as Parfrey’s Glen. Roads touch two corners of the property. The
northwest corner has frontage on the Baraboo River. There is currently a small rented cabin and an
unoccupied house and the remnants of the original Ringling summer home on the tract.

The Baraboo Range is a valuable resource of national and international significance. Covering more than
50,000 acres, the range contains the largest block of upland forest in Southern Wisconsin. The range,
characterized by a distinctive layer of rock known as Baraboo Quartzite, has a unique geological history.
The eastern portion of the range shows many effects of glaciation. The most recent glacier did not cover
the western portion of the range. The differences in elevation, exposure and soils within the range create an
astounding variety of ecological habitats. At least 28 different natural communities have been identified
within the range. These communities harbor 23 species that are federal or state listed as threatened or
endangered species. About half of the more than 2,200 species of vascular plants found in Wisconsin exist
within the range. The range is alse very important habitat for the preservation of Neotropical migratory
birds. Many of these birds are dependent on the continued existence of large tracts of deciduous forest for
suitable nesting habitat. Preservation of the forest of the Baraboeo Range is critical to the future health of
these bird species.

The Department has an excellent opportunity in the Baraboo Hills State Recreation Area to acquire almost
400 acres of wooded land in fee title at a reasonable cost for public recreational purposes including future

Tce Age Trail use. The lce Age Trail Alliance/National Park Service are jointly providing $175,000 to
assist with the purchase, These funds came from sale of buildings and a small site af a different location.

Purchase of this 399.02-acre parcel is recommended to meet the goals of Baraboo Hills State Recreation
Area and provide public recreational opportunities including Ice Age Trail use.

FINANCING:

State Stewardship, a partial donation of value and Alliance/NPS funds comprise the funding plan. The Ice

Age Trail Alliance/National Park Service has $175,000 available from a recent land sale to assist with the

purchase.

State Stewardship bond funds in the amount of $601,000 from the FY [0 Trails allotment are anticipated:
Funds allotted to program: Balance after proposed transaction:

$1,500,000 $410,630

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE BARABOO HILLS RECREATION AREA:

Established: 2000
Acres Purchased to Date: 2,721.74
Acquisition Goal: 950.00

Percent Complete: 286.50%
Cost to Date: $4,948,960.07







Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its December 2009 meeting, the Natural Resources
Board gratefully accepted a gift of part of the land value for lands in Sauk County
for the Baraboo Hills Recreation Area from the

ALDO LEOPOLD FOUNDATION

It is significant that organizations such as yours are interested in helping
protect Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the Natural
Resources Board, We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on behalf of
present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity.

Natwral Resources Board

Christine L. Thomas, CHAIR




Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its December 2009 meeting, the Natural Resources
Board gratefully accepted a gift of $175,000 for land in Sauk County for the
Baraboo Hiils Recreation Area from

ICE AGE PARK AND TRAIL
ALLIANCE
AND
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

It is significant that organizations such as yours are interested in helping
protect Wisconsin’s natural herifage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the Natural
Resources Board, We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on behalf of
present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity.

Natural Resources Board

Christine L. Thomas, CHAIR













