


CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

October 28, 2009 FILE REF: WM 60063

Natural Resources Board

Matthew J. FM '4’

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donation, Mead Witter Foundation

Tract, File # WM 60068

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Paul Olson Wildlife Area
Wood County

Grantor:

Mead Witter Foundation

Ms. Susan Feith

730 First Avenue South

P. 0. Box 39

Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54495

Acres: 39

rice: Gift

Interest: Fee title donation
Improvements: None

-

Location: The tract is located in Wood County about 6.5 miles northwest of Wisconsin Rapids in the Town
of Sherry.

Land Description: The subject land is flat, open grassland.

Covertype Breakdown: Type: Acreage!

Grassland 319

Zoning: Shoreland/Floodplain

Present Use: Resource protection

Proposed Use: Resource protection and public recreation
Tenure; Less than one year

Option Date: October 6, 2009

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature-based outdoor recreational
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking, and cross-country skiing.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Department is proposing to accept a 39-acre gifl of land from the Mead Witter Foundation for the
Paul Olson Wildlife Area that is within the Central Wisconsin Grasslands Conservation Area (CWGCA).
The tract that adjoins state-owned lands to the south and the west is located in Wood County about

6.5 miles northwest of Wisconsin Rapids in the Town of Sherry. The primary goal of the CWGCA is to
increase the amount of protected grassland habitat for grassland-dependent species, such as the state
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threatened greater prairie chicken. This parcel would provide better management of wildlife species such
as the prairie chicken and various songbirds.

This property is an important addition to the CWGCA, meeting several established criteria that identify
critical lands for acquisition, The property adjoins two sides of existing state land, of which 120 acres is
currently managed for grassland habitat, thus creating a larger, contiguous and more effective grassland
block. Further, an active, persistent greater prairie chicken booming ground (breeding area) is located on
this property. In addition, the gifted property has been kept in agriculture and cut annually for a hay crop.
Therefore, it can easily be managed for cool season grassland with minimal resource input. Finaily,
numerous other grassland-dependent bird species are present on this property, including, but not limited to
Bobolinks, Eastern Meadowlarks, Upland Sandpipers, Northern Harriers and several sparrow species.

This property was purchased by the Mead Witter Foundation for the purpose of gifting it to the State of
Wisconsin to be managed for grassland habitat for greater prairie chickens and other grassland-dependent
species as part of the Paul ], Olson Wildlife Area. The Mead Witter Foundation has a strong land ethic and
rich history of conservation support in central Wisconsin including land acquisition in and around the
George W. Mead Wildlife Area and significant contributions toward the Stanton W. Mead Education and
Visitor Center. Their new commitment to land acquisition within the Paul J. Otson Wildlife Area further
demonstrates their dedication to grassland conservation and those grassland-dependent species of
threatened, endangered or special concern,

The Central Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area, approved by the Natural Resources Board in
October of 2004, seeks to protect up to 15,000 acres over the next ten years to meet the habitat needs of
many rare and declining grassland species, most notably the greater prairie chicken, The CWGCA
represents one of the last opportunities in the state to manage grasslands at a landscape scale. Another goal
of the project is to provide limited low impact outdoor recreation opportunities compatible with grassland
management.

The Central Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area covers portions of six counties. It surrounds several
smaller wildlife management projects, the Paul Olson Wildlife Area being one of them, as well as two
fishery management project areas. The project area boundary was developed by determining the core range
for historic and current prairie chicken populations, and the management goals are primarily for grasslands
species such as the prairie chicken and various songhbirds.

The Department recommends acceptance of this gift from the Mead Witter Foundation to provide
opportunities for public recreation, consolidate state ownership, allow for wildlife management and protect
the site from development incompatible with the goals of the project.

FINANCING:

No funding is required for this transaction,

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE PAUL OLSON WILDLIFE AREA:

Established: 1973
Acres Purchased o Date: 1,988.88
Acquisition Goal: 1,583.07

Percent Complete: 125.63%
Cost to Date: $522,601.00







Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its December 2009 meeting, the Natural Resources
Board gratefully accepted a gift of 39 acres of land in Wood County for the
Paul Olson Wildlife Area that is within the Central Wisconsin Grasslands
Conservation Area from

MEAD WITTER FOUNDATION, INC.

It is significant that organizations such as yours are interested in helping
protect Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the Natura]
Resources Board, We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on behalf of
present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity.

Natural Resources Board

Christine Thomas, CHAIR













