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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM e Ne .

SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION - KETTLE MORAINE STATE FORFST/SOUTHERN UNIT- WALWORTH COUNTY

FOR: OCTOBER 2008 BOARD MEETING

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes

SUMMARY:

I'he Department has obtained an option (o purchase 70 acres ol land from Connellv-Daveler for $435.000 for the
Kettle Moraine State Forest Southern Unit in Walworth County. The item i3 being submitled because the purchase
price is greater than $130.000.

The 70-acre Connelly-Daseler property is proposed for purchase for forest management and natural resource
pratection, as well as for public recreation in the Kettle Moraine State Forest Southern Linit. The properny abuts
state-owned lands on the north. south and part of the cast side. 1t is located in Walworth County in the Town of
Whitewater about three miles east of the City of Whitewater. The parcel includes rare and threatencd plants on the
wooded hifl. 1t is it is adjacent to the La Grange woods. which is the largest contiguous block of forestland in the
Southern Unit and important for forest interior bird species such as the ceruleun and hooded warblers. Acquisition of
the parce! is important to protect valuable upland woods and glacial features from incompatible development and
habitat fragmentation: to expand a significantly sized block of woods: and 10 provide opportunities for hunters. bird
watchers, and passive outdoor recreation enthusiasts. I'he Department plans 1o restore about 20 acres o a w atland and
to increase forest cover on the balance of the parcel.

The Keale Moraine State Forest Southern Unit was established in 1936 10 provide recreational opportunitics in the
southeastern portion of the state and to protect the natural and scenic values of the Kettle Moraine landscape. The
property is used by the public for hunting. fishing, trapping. cross-country skiing. camping. hiking, and othetr vutdoor
recreation. In addition. the geologic and natural valucs of the area are used for research and education. The project. an
all scason property, is located in southeastern Wisconsin in Waukesha, Jefferson. and Walworth Counties. The Torest
is located about 35 miles west of Milwaukee. within 100 miles of five miliion people.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 70 acres of land for $435.000 for Kettle Moraine State

Forest'Southern Unit in Walworth County.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No €] Fiscal Estimate Required Yes[ ] Attached

No [¥] Environmental Assessment of Impact Statzment Reguired Yes [ ] Attached

No[] Background Memo Yes Anached
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State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

FILE RIT: SF 20002

DATE: September 19, 2008

T Governor Dovle

ERONM: Matthew [ IW ?'

SUBIECT: Proposed Land Acquisition. Connelly-Daveler Tract. File = SE 2002,

Option Expires Decembey Tu. 20U

| PARCEL RDLESCRIPTION:

Kettle Moraing State Forest Southern Unit
Walworth County

Granior:

John Daveler

Fleanor Connells
NG0S1 Comnelly Road
Whitewater, W1 531940

Acres: 70

Price: 5435000

Appraised Valug: S433 00 S3200000
Interest: Purchase of Fee Title
Improvemsants: Nane

Lacation: The property is Teezzed in Walworth County about three miles ¢ast of the Clity of Whitewuier in
the Town of Whiewater.

Land Description: The subject tand varies significantly in topography with the highest areas of elevanon
being at the southwest portion of the property and the lowest areas being agricultural
funds on the north-central portion.

Covernpe Breahdown: Lvpes Adreare:
L nland Woodland 5.2
Cropland ARk
Grass Pasture au
Wethind -3
TOTAL IR

Zoning: Aericulture and Upland Resource Conservation Disirict
Present User Aericulure

Proposed £ se: Resource Preteciian and Recreation

Tenure: Family ownership tor several Jecades

Propern Taxes: $.3.004

Opticn Date: September 11 2004

Stewardship Land Aceess: This property will be open to the public Lor all nature-based outdeor
recreational activities to melude hunting, fishing. rapping and ¢ross-counm skiing,

-

Comunient: The landowners have requested a 2008 closing,
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JLSTIFICATION:

The 0-acre Connelly-Daveler proparm i proposed for purehase for torest management and natural
resaurce protection, as well us Tor public recreation in the kettle Mosaine State Forest Southem Unit. The
mroperty abuts state-owned fands on the north. south and part of the vust side. [t is Tocated in Walworth
Countv in the Town of Whitewater about three miles east ol the L of W hitewater. The parcel includes
rare and threatened plants on the wouoded hill. The parcel ts adjacent Lo the 1a Grange Woods. which is the
tarugest contiguous bleck of torzstland in the Southern Unit and impertant for forest interior bird species
<uch as the cerulean and hooded warblers. Acquisition of the parcel ix impartant o protect valuable upland
woods and glacial features from incompatible development and habitat fragmentation: to expand an alread:
significantly sized block of wouods. which i3 atrractive 1o neo-tropival hirds and other species that require
unhroken blocks of habitat: and w provide opportunities for hunters. bird watchers, and passive outdoor
recreation enthusiasts. The Department plans to restore wetland on about 20 acres of the lowest soil and 1o

inerease forest cover on the balance of the parcel.

The Kettle Moraine State Forest Southern Unit was established in 1936 to provide recreational
oppurtunities in the southeastern portion of the state and to protecs the natural and scenic values of the
Kettle Moraine landscape. The property is used by the public for hunting. fishing. trapping. Cross-countr
skiing. camping, hiking. and other vutdoor recreation. In addition. the seologic and natural values ot the
qrea are used for research and education. The project. an all season properm. is located in southeastern
Wisconsin in Waukesha, Jefferson, and Walworth Counties. The furest is located about 35 miles west af
Milwaukee, within 100 miles of five million people.

I'he entire parce] is part of the intertohae moraine that is the basis Tur thie creaion of the Kettle Maruine
Syate Forest. The interlobaie moraine vonsists of a voughly 73-mile long north south nidgelive that is
rormad from glacial deposits creating a variety of glacial feateres. To the west ot this moraine in the Town
of Fagle, which this parcel is located in. iy the Scuppernong River Habitat Preseration Arca. Ihis
Scuppuernong River arca s Jocated i what had been a large glacial ke, Numerous springs exist in the
moraine ridge that flow 1o the west and creale the Scuppemong River, wlimalehy Howing 1o the Rock ard
Mississippl Rivers.

The Department recommends the purchase of the Connely-Duveier parezl to provide for public recreation.
1o prevent incompatible use, e consolidate state ownership and 1o achiey 2 the goals of the Kertle Morame
State Forest/Southern Unit.
FINANCING:
State Stewardship bond funds are anticipated:
Funds allotted to program: Balarce after proposed transaction:
56.164.642 S1.230 800

ACOUISITION STATUS OF THE KETTLE MORAINE STATE FOREST SOLTHERN UNIT:

Lstablished: 1936

Avres Purchased to Date: 230100552
Acguisition CGoal: 29,183 04
Parcent Complete: 8261

Costto Date: $15 94260235

Appraiser: Uros Kruser Linn Duesterbeck {Private Appraisers)
YValuation Date: Julv 29, 2008

Appraised Value: 5435 040

Flishest and Best Use: Low-gensine development and agricultural use land



Allocation of Values:

a. land: Tacres @ S6.200 per acre: $433.000 {Rounded)
b, market data approach uscd. 4 comparable sales cited
¢, adjusted value range: 56,050 1w 56,725

Appraisal Review: Paul Scoit - September 3. 2008

Appraiser: Phillip VanderMale 1 Private Appraiser)
Yaluation Date: Jubv 16, 2008

Appraised Value: S3A0.000

Hizhest and Best Use: Single rurai residential sue

Allocation of Values:

4. land: 70 acres ¢ 57714 paracre: $340.000

b.  market data approach used. < comparable sales cited
o adjusted value range: ST.G8L o 58,092

Appraisal Review: Paul Scatt - Septamber 8. 2008

Comment: The Duesterbeck appraisal was approved for negotianons.
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Due to copyright laws, this page is not
available online.

Please contact laurie.ross@ wisconsin.gov
for a hard copy of this document.
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Connelly Property

T 4N. R 1B6E. Section 8. Town of La Grange. Waklworth County
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