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SUBJECT: LAND DONATION - THERESA WILDLIFE AREA — WASHINGTON COUNTY
FOR: OCTOBER 2008 BOARD MEETING
TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Stetfes

SUMMARY: Orvilic and Marie Strachota have offered to donate 40 acres of Jand to the Department for the Theresa Wildlife Areain
Washington County.

The Strachota parcel is entirely within the project boundary of the Theresa Marsh Wildlifz Area in Washington and Dodge Counties.
Tt lies across Mohawk Road (4 town road) from department-owned land and a large DNR parking area that includes a Ducks
Unbimited monument and scenic overlook of Theresa Marsh. Once acquired and where feasible. farmed and drained wetlands will be
restored. the remainder of the parcel will be kept in hav or grassland and other permanent cover to prevent erosion on the steep. rolling
terrain as well as provide nesting habitat. The habitat would compliment 60 acres of existing warm-season grass nest cover lving
south of Mowhawk Road. Department ewnership of the parcel will allow for imanagement of the land for wildlife habitat, will provide
opportunitics for public reereation in a densely populated area of the state. and will consolidate state ownership within the project.

Theresa Wildlife Arca is one of the state’s premicre wildlife arcas, located along State Highway 41 about 20 miles northwest of
Milwaukee. Dus to the proximity of the heavily populated metropolitan area. the property receives a substantial amount of use for
hunting and other recreational activitics. State acquisition on Theresa Marsh began in 1948, Primary recreational uses are waterfown]
hunting. bow and gun deer hunting. pheasant. small game and wrkey hunting. fishing. and trapping. Other public uses are hiking.
canoeing. bird watching. berry picking. wildlife photography, cross-country skiing. snowmobiling and educational field trips by
schools and nature study groups. In addition. two 1.000-acre waterfowl refuges and a 1.300-acre main flowage provide habitat for
thousands of nesting and migrating geese and ducks.

Accepting donation of the 40-acre subject property will block in ownership and compliment ether purchases and habitat impros ement
prajects in the Theresa Wildlife Area, The parcel would be part of' a “Wildlife Viewing Arca” designated by hinocular logos on DOT
highwas sizns, It would compliment the scenic overlook and two other recognized viewing sites. the William Peterburs Flowage. and
the Ducks Unlimited (DL} “Legacy Greenwing” Flowage along State Highway 28. The Legacy Greenwing site was the first site in
the nation tunded by vouth DU members. 1Tigh quality parcels like the Strachota tract. improve public recreational opportunities on
Theresa Marsh and have always received a high level of support trom DU. local sports ¢lubs. resource agencies. environmental
groups. the Washington County Conservation Congress. and other groups in the Washington and Dodge Counry area.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Beard accept the donation of 40 acres of land for the Theresa Wildlife Area. that a certificate of
appreciation be sent to the donors and that an expression of appreciation be made a pan of the official

records of the Natural Resources Board.
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DAalL:

TCx

FROMNY:

State of Wisconsin

Seplember 120 2008 FILE REF: WM 60008

Natural Resources Baard

Matthew 1. W :}'
P

SUBIECT: Proposed Land Donation, Orville and Marie Strachota

12

Tract. Fije = WA 60005 =

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Theresa Wildlite Arca
Washington Counta

Crrantot:

Orville and Marie Strachota
11 Deer Ridge Drive
Woest Bend, W1 330935

Acres: 4000

Price: N'A  Gittofl Land
Appraised Value: None
Interest: Tee and Title
Improvements: None

Location: The tract is located in W ashington County seven niiles northwest ot Allenton.
Land Description; The subject fand is rolling terrain,

Covernvpe Breakdowr: [vpe: Acreaze.

LU'pland Woodland 6.0
Watland 3.0
Cropland 1.0

TOTAL 4014

Zoning: Agriculture

Present Use: Agriculture

Proposed Use: Wildlife Managemant and Public Reereation

Tenure: ¥ year: in family held cempany for many years prior to sale of business,
Option Date: August 29, 2008

Stzwardship Land Access; [his propern will be open to the public tor all rature-based outdoor
racreational activities 1o include hunting, fishing, trapping. fitking and cross-countrs skiing,

JUSTIFICATION:

The Strachota parcel is entirely witkin the project boundary ofthe Theresa Marsh Wildlife Area i
Washington and Dodge Counties. It lies across Mohawk Road (a 1own raads from department-owned land
and a large parking area that includes 1 Ducks Unlimited monument and scenic overlook of Theresa Marsh.
Once acquired, farmed and drained wetlands will be restored where feasible, and the remainder of the
parcel will kept in hay or grassland and other permanent cover e prevent crosion on the steep. rolling
terrain as well as provide nesting habitat. The babitat would compliment 64 acres ol existing warm-season




i

orass test cover lying south of Mowhawk Road. Department ownership ot the parcel wilt allow for
qanaeement of the land for wildlife aabitat. will provide opportunities for public recreation ina densel
populated area of the state. and will consolidate state ownership within the project.

Theresa Wildlife Arca is one of the state’s premiere wildlife areas. located slong State Thighway 41 abow
~f miles northwest of Milwackee. Dug o the proximity of the heavily populated metropolitan area. the
property receives a substaniial amount of use tor hunting and ather recreational activities. State acquisition
on Theresa Marsh began in 1948, Primary recreational uses are » aterron | hunting, bow and gun deer
hunting. pheasant, small game and wrkey hunting. fishing. and rrapping. Other public uses are hiking.
canoeing. bird watching. berry picking. wildlife photography. cross-country sking. snowmaobiling and
educational field trips by scheols and nature study groups. In addition. tao [.000-acre waterfow! refuges
and a 1.500-acre main flowage provide habitat tor thousands of nesting and migrating geese and ducks.

Acquisition of the 40-acre subject property will block in ownership and compliment other purchases and
habitat improvement projects in the Theresa Wildlife Area. The parcel would be part of a ~Wildlite
Viewing Arca” designated by binecular logos on DOT highway signs. It would compliment the scenic
sverlook and two other recognized viewing sites. the William Peterburs Flowage. and the Ducks Lnlimited
1 egacy Greenwing” Ilowags along State Highway 28, The Legacy Greenwing site was the first site in
the nation tunded by vowh DU members, High quality parcels iike the Strachota tract. improve public
recreational opportunities on Theresa Marsh and have always received a high level of support from Ducks
Lrlimited, local sports clubs. resource agencies, environmental groups. the Washingten County
Conservation Congress. and other vroups in the Washington and Dodae County area,

Vegetative cover includes approvimaizly six acres of woodland or wooded fence lines. 1wo acres of
wetland or drainage wayvs: one-halt acre of farmed wetland: six acres of prior converted wetlands: three
acres of cornfield, and the remainder in hax.

[he addition of the d0-acre susiect aids in achieving the primary zoals ot the Theresa Marsh master plar. 10
munage a state-owned wildlite area for duck production and 1o provide public hunting, fishing and other
compatible recreational uses  Other woals are w0 provide 16.500 participant day s of hunting: to
accommodate 10000 participant davs of vther recreational and edocationsl uses and 1o contribute 1o the
habitat of other wildlife including migrators. and endangered and threatened species. Acquisition in the
project also comresponds to e geals established in the Washingtor County Park and Open Space Plan
developed by SEWRPC and adopted by the Washingten Counts Board e August of 1997 and the
Washington County Comprehensive Plan adopted in April of 2008, These plans call for the protection of
open space lands located within established Department of Natural Resources project boundaries.

The Department recommends acceptance of this donation 10 allow for management ot the land for wildlite
habitat. provide opportunities Jur public recreation in a densely populaied arza of the state, and consolidare
state ownership within the project.

FINANCING:

o funding is required for this ransaction.

ACQUISITION STATES OF THE THERESA WILDLIFE ARLA:

Acres Purchased 10 Date: 6£.9]17.60
Acguisition Goal: 3.990 55
Percent Complete: 115 48%
Cost o Dawe: 8953014352
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Due to copyright laws, this page is not
available online.

Please contact laurie.ross/a wisconsin.gov
for a hard copy of this document.
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Strachota Property

T 12N. R 18E. Section 7, Town of Wayne. Washington

County

bk
e

RTINS

| o s e

't ¥ 3

OOz rE -0

!

T e 1 e i a2 =

Jped-zay )
g _ﬁu, Subject Parcel

-~ DNR Owned Land

DNR Eased Land

1Feet

N —— — ——
0 445 830 1.760

Tragiad b Soeag of Farites s il an

“slale 5 n

Septambes 10,0 FIR

2,670




fusdold BicU2BIIS

PN LLES VA

N —

IIII"
I
.IIJI
_
_
N
i
L
VY
BRI
VSHAALLL

dnadoyg

+

/

o — e —y

B ",

A
(il
T

N

19 aod

(8LL,

e mm e —

L.

v
\

TR TS Py

SpueT puE salioe4 Jo neaing

SIDUNOSIH TVHNLYN 40 "1d3d
NISNODSIM 40 3LVLS

R TP T S

Sl UG NS R RS D AT I G apNe

2 e e e

fiepunog paloig I
. |

rel] aby aot

pases UNOWM 7/
PISEI ANV /7

PausG HNOA
Auadosd pelgng

RSy SHIPHM BSasay |

Auadold ejoyoens




Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its October 2008 mecting, the Natural Resources Board
aratefully accepted gift of 40 acres of land in Washington County for the Theresa
Wildlife Area

ORVILLE AND MARIE STRACHOTA

It is signiticant that individuals such as you are interested i helping protect
Wisconsin's natural heritaze and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of aur appreciation is a part of the otficial records of the Natural
Resources Board, We present this certificate of sincere appreciation an behall of

present and future generations @ thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity.

Nujpead Resowrees Board

Christine Thomas, CHAIR



