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SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION - STATEWIDE NATURAL AREA PROGRAM - WAUSHARA COUNTY

FOR: MARCH 2008 BOARD MEETING

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steftes

SUMMARY: The Departiment has obtained an option to purchase 118.96 acres of land from the Margaret Feyrer tor $392 500 for
the Statewide Natura}l Area Program in Waushara County specifically for the Plainfield Tunnel Channel Lukes State
Natural Area. A USFWS grant will cover $78,000 of this acquisition. The Department proposes to sell or exchange
the 96.70 acres that fall outside of the project boundary. The Department will propose that sale or exchange to the
Board at a future meeting when it has developed specifics.

The parcel that is located in the northwest corner of Waushara County in the Town of Oasis about five miles north of
Hancock is important for the protection of 2,200 feet of frontage along Plainfield Lake, which is important habitat for
Fassett's locoweed a federally-threatened species. The 96.7 acres to the south of Aniwa Road and south of the lake
would be sold or exchanged at a later date since the Department is particularly interested in protection of the lands

around the lake.

This State Natural Area consists of three lakes in a string of 13 lakes and ponds lying in a “tunnel channel” created by
a melt water river flowing beneath the glacial ice. The lake basins were created from buried blocks of ice left behind
when the tunnel collapsed. The north part of the Feyrer parcel contains shoreline and also includes a horse pasture,

oak savanna, and a small wetland.

The property includes an old farmhouse that is in fair/poor condition. and additional out buildings from when the land
was a farm. The buildings would be removed and a parking area would be constructed on the building site. The
parking lot would provide excellent access for the public to hike, hunt, and enjoy rare species and wetland and savanna
flora and fauna. The site will also provide excellent opportunities for research and education on Fassett’s locoweed,

associated species, and geology.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 118.96 acres of tand for $392,500 for the Statewide

Natural Area Program in Waushara County.
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

State of Wisconsin

DATE: February 15, 2008 FILE REF: NA-917
TO: Governor Doyle

FROM: Matthew J. Frank

SUBIECT: Proposed Land Acquisition, Feyrer Tract, File # NA-917,

Option Expires May 27, 2008

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Statewide Natural Area
Waushara County

Grantor:

Margaret Feyrer
1705 Woodland Way
Slinger, WI 53086

Acres: 118.96

Price: $392,500

Appraised Value: $392,500; $513,500

Interest: Purchase in fee.

Improvements: House with garage, small barn and milk house, pit toilet, two older cabins and animal
shelter

Location: The tract is located in the northwest corner of Waushara County in the Town of Oasis about
five miles north of Hancock.

Land Description: The subject area is generally flat to gently rolling.

Covertype Breakdown: Type Acreage
Wooded Upland 108.64
Cropland 832
Building site 2.00
TOTAL 118.96

Zoning: General Agriculture

Present Use: Rural home with recreational land

Proposed Use: Resource Protection and Public Recreation; a portion may be resold or exchanged.
Tenure: 20 years

Property Taxes: $2,139
Option Date: January 28, 2008

JUSTIFICATION:

The 118.96-acre Feyrer property is proposed for purchase for the Statewide Natural Area program
specifically the Plainfield Tunnel Channel Lakes Natural Area that is located in the northwest corner of
Waushara County in the Town of Oasis about five miles north of Hancock. The parcel is important for the
protection of 2,200 feet of frontage along Plainfield Lake, which is important habitat for Fassett’s
locoweed, a federally threatened species. The 96.7 acres to the south of Aniwa Road would be sold or
exchanged at a later date since the Department is particularly interested in protection of the lands around
the lake. The property adjoins state-owned lands on the northeast corner.
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This state natural area consists of three lakes in a string of 13 lakes and ponds lying in a “tunnel channel”
created by a melt water river flowing beneath the glacial ice. The lake basins were created from buried
blocks of ice left behind when the tunnel collapsed. The north part of the Feyrer parcel contains about
2,200 feet of shoreline and also includes a horse pasture, oak savanna, and a small wetland. Part of the
funding ($78.338) is being provided by a South Central Wisconsin Prairie Pothole Initiative North
American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) grant.

The property includes an old farmhouse that is in fair/poor condition. and additional out buildings from
when the land was a farm. The buildings would be removed and a parking area would be constructed on
the building site. The parking lot would provide excellent access for the public to hike, hunt, and enjoy
rare species and wetland and savanna flora and fauna. The site will also provide excellent opportunities for
research and education on Fassett’s locoweed, associated species, and geology.

Found only in Wisconsin, Fassett’s locoweed only occurs on the fluctuating shorelines of six lakes in the
Central Sands area of Wisconsin (Portage and Waushara Counties) and on two lakes in northwest
Wisconsin (Bayfield County). It is adapted to the sandy shores of shallow seepage lakes whose shorelines
fluctuate widely over months or years depending on rainfall and drought patterns. The plant requires open,
sunny habitat and relies on periodic flooding to kill shade-producing trees that invade the shoreline in dry
years. When the shore is exposed, locoweed seeds in the seed bank germinate, grow, flower, and drop
seeds. Fassett’s locoweed (Oxytropis campestris var. chartacea) was listed as a federally threatened
species in 1988. Fassett’s locoweed was named after botanist Norman Fassett, who first described the
species.

The largest population of locoweed is found at Plainfield Lake where an estimated 125,800 plants were
found in 2007. Plainfield Lake with 5,400 feet of shoreline is the top priority for preservation. The
primary objective of the Fassett’s locoweed Recovery Plan (1991) is to “protect lake shorelines with
populations of Fassett’s locoweed, in all cases pursuing the strongest, appropriate method”. Protection of
the Plainfield Lake Feyrer parcel is a specific Priority 1 Task of the Fassett’s Locoweed Recovery Plan.
The expected benefit of this acquisition is the permanent protection and appropriate land management at
the largest Fassett’s locoweed population. In addition to the locoweed the Feyrer parcel will also protect
habitat at Plainfield Lake for two plant species of special concern - Crawe Sedge (Carex crawe) and
Many-headed Sedge (Carex sychnocephala).

The Wisconsin State Historical Society’s Archaeological Site Inventory contains records of a small mound
group (WS-0052) and a campsite/village (WS-0053) on the Feyrer property. These date to the Woodland
Period. Preservation of the mound group would allow for removal of trees so they do not blow down and
impact the mounds.

The Department is exploring exchanging the 96 acres of scotch pines plantation south of Aniwa Road for
other land needed for the project. The scotch pines plantation includes trees that are about 12 to 15 feet
high.

The Department recommends purchase of this property to protect the natural values of the site, specifically
to recover the Fassett’s locoweed population, to allow for natural area management, to provide

opportunities for public education and recreation, and to protect the site from development incompatible
with the goals of the Statewide Natural Area program.

FINANCING:
Stewardship and NAWCA funds are anticipated for this acquisition:

NAWCA Funds allotted to program: NAWCA Balance after proposed transaction:
$272,338 £0.00

Stewardship Funds allotted to Natural Area program: Stewardship Balance after proposed transaction:
$1,500,000 $34,725
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4, ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE STATEWIDE NATURAL AREA:
Established: 1972
Acres Purchased to Date: 35,780

Acquisition Goal: 41,000 Acres

Percent Complete: 87%
Cost to Date: $19,500,411

5. APPRAISALS:
Sa. Appraiser: Michael Augustyn (Private Appraiser)

Valuation Date: August 29, 2007
Appraised Value: $392,500
Highest and Best Use: Rural residential and recreation
Allocation of Values:
a. land: 118.96 acres @ $3,300 per acre: $392,500
b. market data approach used, three comparable sales cited

117

c. adjusted value range: $3,282 to $3,331

Appraisal Review: Paul Scott — February 7, 2008

5b. Appraiser: David Steiro (Private Appraiser)
Valuation Date: September 20, 2007
Appraised Value: $513,500

Highest and Best Use: Recreational or limited rural residential

Appraisal Review: Paul Scott — December 11, 2007
Comment: Augustyn allocated $65,000 for the value of the improvements. That amount is included in the

$3.300 per acre concluded in the market data approach. Sterio’s value was $513,500, but the
Augustyn report was considered the better value indicator.

RECOMMENDED:
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Due to copyright laws, this page is not
available online.

Please contact Liuric.ross v wisconsin.oon
for a hard copy of this document.
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Feyrer Property

T 20N R 9E Section 18, Town of Qasis, Waush

ara County
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ﬁ Subject Parcel
DNR Owned Land

DNR Eased Land

— ] Feet
1,800 2,700

Created by Bureau of Facilities and Lands
Real Estate Section
February 11, 2008




S007 11 Adeiugay

SpueT pue saljijioe 4o neaing

. S304NOS3Y TVENLYN 40 'Ld3d
] — = — 1 NISNODSIM 40 3LvVIS

AOEICAE UM SUDISIA
SN OU PARIOLIOTUI 30 |11 BUE BUICkUD 316 335 EIED siy) sajendn

{ VAL SUUIE IO AGKISIG TIABL/S I8k 3 DI0/SN 14 QRIS 0P gy cliy

< 5 19U bulmo)| gy
<UT UG pap Auid €1 Ciaju 95 PUE $30150) [EUOIHGS &G 10) LGIR UL

ELQQOLQ IEY \,@H_ ; JUBIUD SUiyL UL, EINU Sl gl g} JUkJUUD "sUUk| U JU Ssole

gnd pue 3sn sugnd Buipnul uswatiewe U e sy noge UOIPULOUI 104

SUNIBAN SR ASILIUD DAIINII0 SARLY TR SLAKI2SNRN Z;Pjsa [Ral
ANG e 40 Bunisii e 5131 1003 us weeuew pLe| e se 550 J0j papuaILl 1o
BIED SIUL 35N 3ond U0 SUG 1ILI&) 40 Sua IWads arey
and |esauab au o} uade 99 jou Aew 325 BIP 514} Ul polugsaidal

138 anc au o
EEP syl

MY YIg

Py Blpedy ,,
", uue oz ele) & s pajdadiai ay juu

JU/PLE S10.US 2pr|Ju (477 spue

3L} AQ paulguIRL wegs, 3cipue a
P sllas elep siy) Sjybu Aasea) In WsWASE 3
SABEUR W YNG UISUD3SIM BUL S3UNGSaY [2deN 10 Lauiledag UISUDISIAY
Ay A pabieue b spuep 0 SURPUINNN AL} WAsaIdAI spue pafieusi ING aul

i 4ig

@
=
o e,
3.

T |

s

LTI IO

%

%,

U Dﬂm_ ; 18)epA UBdO

i VNssENvT R - B o
_ QZMUM@MSE%AW\ == D WDDJ m Atepunog psloig yng i
b Ty | o
P N DDDﬁD_ — Arepunog jo0sloig
Lh L ol j_mj W _an ot e 1e1] 3By 59

pasesT uNaMm
pase3 ¥aNm 7

PaUMO ¥NCM -

__NEF:EDED

Apadold oslang

BAY 16
E}Q“‘
T m i

ealy [einjep 9je)s sexe
| jouueyD feuuny prayuiel

B * Auadoud 1a1haqy

e ETTG [

—_—
SAY Ui




